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PREFACE 



TO THE 



GEKALDINE UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS. 



It is now more than eleven years since the first notice of 
these papers appeared in the October Number of the Eoyal 
ArchsBological and Historical Association of Ireland for 
1869, from the accomplished pen of the Eev. Canon 
Hayman. 

The editing of the documents in question was continued 
thence, at uncertain intervals, by the Eev. James Graves, 
B.A., by Miss Agnes Hickson, and by Mr. W. M. Hennessy, 
M.E.I.A., to each and all of whom Messrs. Maurice and 
Abraham FitzGibbon — ^the promoters of the publication of 
these documents — ^are entirely indebted, for the zeal, assi- 
duity, and patience displayed by them in carrying to a 
successful termination their self-imposed labour. 

The time which has elapsed since the first notice, given 
by the Eev. Canon Hayman, of the intended publication, 
has been occupied in an exhaustive search in every con- 
ceivable source, whence reliable information concerning the 
subject in hand was likely to be obtained ; the greater part 
of which has been used in the notes and illustrations. 



March, 1881. 



PEDIGREE OF THE WHITE KNIGHT. 



The nature of the hereditary knightly titles' borne by 
several branches of the Desmond Geraldines cannot be ex- 
plained by the usages of the feudal system. That the honour 
of knighthood should be inheritable is contrary to all the 
principles of chivalry. It was a strictly personal honour, 
only to be won by deeds of valour and daring in the field, 
though latterly claimed as a right by certain privileged 
classes, and even imposed on them under fine. The 
hereditary transmission of the knightly title was never 
legalised until James I. invented the grade of Baronet to 
replenish his coffers. The true explanation of this seeming 
anomaly seems to be that adopted by the late Sir William 
Betham, namely, that these titles were transmitted by 
Irish usage. The Geraldines of Desmond adopted all the 
peculiar customs, and assumed the distinctive rights, of 
Irish chieftains. The Earldom itself was frequently con- 
ferred on the most stalworth scion of the race, setting 
aside the next heir male. When, then, the heads of certain 
Geraldine families had once been knighted, either by 
the King, the Viceroy, or their own Seigneur, the Earl 
of Desmond, the title came to be transmitted by Irish 
custom. We shall not then be far wrong if we rank such 
distinctions in the same class with The 0*Conor Don^ 
The O'Conor Kerry, The O'Grady, &c. Whether the title 
of the last White Knight could now be re-assumed by an 
heir male of one of the older branches of that race is a 
question which would seem to demand an affirmative 
solution. It is, at all events, plain that it could not have 
passed away with an heiress, as Irish chieftain titles never 
went with the spindle. 

The following account of the Clangibbon, a race at 
one time little inferior in power to the Earls of Des- 
mond themselves, and which survived the fall of their 

^ These titles were the White Knight, and the Green Knight, or Knight of Kerry ; 
The Black Knight, or Knight of Glyn ; the two last are still represented. 
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overlords, b prinfed at the expense of Messrs. Maurice 
and Abraham Fitzgibbon, from the MS, already describe^l 
in the Preface to the first instalment of these inedited 
Geraldine Documents (see Vol, L, p, 4), The source from 
which the compiler of that MS, derived his information is 
not indicated by him, but the narrative which he coj>ied 
bears internal evidence of having been originally written 
after the restoration of Charles U., from infonnation sup- 
plied by earlier authorities. 



The Pedegrec of y* Whyte Kniaht, togeather with some 
passages relateing to y* Knight of the Glinne or 
Vall^, formerly called the Black Kn^, and y* 
Knight of Kerry, who was also c^Ueil y* Greene 
Kn^, and y younger brother, who was y* I»rd of 
Clenlish. 

I eannot in my begining but endeavour to cleere thene worthy bre- 
therai from the scanddloiis iiDputatioti ftome nnbrideled rouge* have of 
late tmoened them, who witliout ground or autboritf hare alleadged that 
thase bretberen> worthy o( everUuitmg renowne, were the iUegitemate 
children of John Fitzgerald who waa slayne at Callen W MaeCartliy/ a» 
yon hare before read in thepedegree of the Earles of besmond; they re 
whole streMe depending mi the fabe eon^truetion of one Terse I hare pro- 
dueed in the general neareh and inquiintion of the Geraldine* throughout 
Ireland, compofed by old Throna Hulionox the greate antiquary and Kaater 
of Art in the Irij»h tounge, whose Aneeston were the eheif Chronielers and 
Registers for the Geraldine* since theyre ftrst arrirall to the conquest of 
Ireland. 

Thia Terse I say, by an unworthy person of Connaug^t waa altered 
and corrupted from the true and genuine senae of the Author, to the dis- 
honor of those ancient Heroea, in whom noe such spott or blemiah waa erer 
to be found formerly by any approred authority. 

Thia may partly appeare by a letter sent by Garrett, Earle of Desmond 
(who ou^t best to know) to Edmond the late Whyte Knight, inriteing 
nim by sundry eompelaiion*, as that of conisanguinitv and other forcible 
entreatyes, to bestirre himftclfe in Uikmng armes in his quarrell ; which 
letter most likely came not to the hands of the author of the History, called 
Paccata Hibemia, otherwise he would hare registied the same, as he did 
many of lesse moment 

These toaxe Brothers were the sonns of John Fit^s Thomas (of whom you 
hare heard mention), lawfully begotten on the body of his second wife, 
who was Honora the daughter of O'Connor Donne of Connaujg^t, and the 
lafft two of these were borne at one birth, in which y* mother lost her life. 
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These children being thus lefte in there infancy, were looked unto with 
much care and diligence, and theyre father in his life tyme sent them unto 
foure severall gentlemen of greate estate and lands, i/vith. them to be nursed, 
and well trayned up in such manner of disguise as it seemed best to theyre 
sayd Fosterers, for a time to shunn the fury of Mac Carty, who then grewe 
mighty and very grevious to most of his Mag^*'. subjects in Munster, 
whose Ancestors, not long before, were absolute Princes of Desmond. It 
wasalsoeto avoyd Mac Cartyes power and greatnesse that the infant Thomas 
mentioned afore being sole heyre of the Geraldines, was committed to the 
safe custody and keepeing of the Fryars in the Monastery of Traley for 
theyre sanctuary. 

The elder of these foure Brothers was named Gilbert Fitz John, whose 
Foster father was called by name Gibbon OCunyne, who carryed away the 
child Gilbert with him into Twomond, where his Estate and dwelling was; 
and ever after called him by his owne name, so that the child was alwais 
named young Gibbon O'Cunyne, and by this meanes those of Clangibbon 
are most commonly soe nominated by custome ever since. 

The second son was carryed away and fostered by O'CuUane. The 
third son Maurice, O'Kennedy carryed away and fostered ; And the fourth 
son, Dermond O'Knogher tookeaway. 

Not long after, theyre father and elder brother being slayne byMacCarty, 
these children, (and also Thomas theyre nephew, being the heyre), who 
were all of soe tender age, as they were in a manner past all recovery, 
and unlikely ever to lift up theyre heads againe, were all in their non-age 
kept by theyre faithfuU Mends and fosterers under such clouds of obscurity, 
until the cleere sunshine of everlasting providence W6is pleased to dissipate 
the cloudes of theyre misfortunes, soe that at the last they recovered theyre 
due fame and renowne, and being arrived to some years of perfection, they 
were alwayes mightily helped and assisted by Fitz Maurice of Kerrey, who 
matched his daughter with the sd Thomas the heyre, after which tyme 
they were ever victorious, and triumphed over theyre adversaryes in soe 
much as they were glad to creepe to them and sue for peace. 

I write not this out of partiality, nor favour, or affection ; for though 
I am a well wisher of the noble Geraldines, yett I W6is neither follower nor 
fosterer to them, though my betters have been ; but I am one who tra- 
vailled hither from beyond seas above twenty years agon, and haveing by 
my owne industry, and the help of some learned friends, practised and 
learned some skill in the Irish tounge, I tooke greate delight therein, 
finding it to be sharpe, sententious, elegant, spacious, and Ml of delighted 
knowledge and liberale ingenuity. My intent therefore is to write noething 
but what I have found to be undoubtedly true, by my diligent inquirye 
and reading of Chronicles and Historyes, both English and Irish, especially 
the Irish workes of old Mullonnox, with which I found none comparable 
in matters of antiquity and in the true way of Geneolagie ; and such ancient 
passages of Ireland, which without insight in the language none can ever 
come to understand ; as I have well perceived by Giraldus Cambrensis, 
Stanihurst, S'. John Davies, B'. Hanmer, Campion, Morrison, Spencer, and 
such other partiall authors who have taken upon them to write Chronicles 
and Antiquities of Ireland, whose bookes, if they were not so filled up 
with falsehoods and slanderings of the Irish nation, would produce nothing 
but bookes of white paper. 

I referre the impartial reader to Dr. Keating's Chronicle of Ireland, 
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how he answers and learnedly confutes them all, by their owne writeings, 
and makes them fall together by the eares in contradicting one another. 

Haveing so long disgressedfirom my intended purpose, let us now pursue 
the valiant knights, and first of the Whyte Knight, because both by birth 
and right he deserves the superiority, the others being thereby nothing the 
worse, at which no impartial reader will take exception ; for I find in all 
the Antiquities and Genealogies of the Geraldines, when they come to speake 
of these knights, that alwayes they begin with the Whyte Knight, as old Do- 
nogh M^'Craith, that was well versed in the Irish tonge, has well noted 
and expressed in his elegant Irish poetrie which he composed in honor of 
Edmond, the late Wh]^ Knight, for his welcome home out of England, 
after being committed in the Tower of London, when his adversaryes ex- 
pected he should never more be seen in Ireland ; but beyond theyre expec- 
tation he came over with great honor and the restitution of his estate, 
though not of the one halfe of what his father had. 

I shall insert here onely that verse, translated the best I can at present 
in English : — 

" Three renowned knights of Gerald's powerful! race 

" In Ireland ^well 'twas known), being stoutest had the place; 

" To distinguish each of these Gallants progenye, 

" By right of birth and worth, the White Knight bore the sway." 

These four brothers (as I said before), haveing arrived to some years of 
perfection, though not too much discretion, and Thomas, theyre nephew, 
being at ease and well settled in his estayte and dignitye, called home for 
these youngsters, who before that time never knew themselves, nor hardly 
others, but were undoubtedly assured that they were the children of those 
fosterers who brought them up. 

Now, haveing certaine knowledge, and it being perfectly given to under- 
stand whose children they were, they thought it time to employ that 
breeding both of literature and armes which theyre fosterers had bestowed 
on them. Nothing would now satisfye their aspireing thoughts but war and 
disturbance ; wherefore, being informed of the death of their father and 
elder brother by Mac Cartye (as you formerly heard)> they would needs pick 
a new quarrell with him, to exercise their vengeance on him ; but before 
this time there was peace concluded on betweene Mac Cartye, and that familye ; 
soe that, being dissapointed of theyre design in that, they were forced to 
accept of civile employments. Now to content and mitigate theire high 
stomachs and youthful madnesse, theyre nephew (the heyre) bestowed on 
them estates and employments whereon they should be occupyed. Upon 
Gilbert, the elder brother, he bestowed Mene, Mahawnagh, and several 
other lands thereabouts, and constituted him overseer of all his estate and 
affaires both at home and abroad. 

This Gilbert married EUean, the daughter of Mac Cartye, upon which 
conjunction, union and amity e was sealed for the most part ever since be- 
tween these two familyes of the Geraldins and Clan Cartyes. 

This Gilbert had issue by her two sons, viz. Maurice and Gibbon. Of 
this Gibbon, the younger brother, is descended the house of Mahaw- 
nagh ; for the heyre of that place is ever since called Mac Gibbon of 
Mahawnagh, whose heyre and offspring this day is Garrett, the son of 
Thomas Gibbon, who died, together with his couzen German, being son of 
the elder brother, on the bank of the river Deele, near Mahawnagh, as 
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they were there fishing for theyre recreation, his cousin German being 
newly arrived from England. It is credibly reported that both of them 
came to theyre death by poyson given them in theyre morning's draught, 
though not with intent that both should dye ; but sure it is they were 
both innocent of what poison each of them had that morning taken. 

Garrett, the now heyre, is marryed to the daughter of John Baggott and 
Elenor Gibbon, who is sister to young John Baggott, the eloquent lawyer. 
But now, having settled briefly the house of Mahawnagh, let us not forget 
to settle the other three brothers in theyre own inheritance. 

Upon the second brother he bestowed an inheritance by the side of the 
river Shanon, whereon stands the Castle of Glin or Valley ; and of his 
estate is Castletowne, now in the possession of Esqr. "Waller. That Barony 
of Kery was for the most part in his possession and inheritance. 

Upon the third brother he bestowed lands in the county of Kerry : 
from him is descended the Greene Knight, commonly called the Knight of 
Kerry. 

Upon the fourth brother he bestowed the lands of Clenglish, of whom 
is descended the Lord of Clenglish, whose heyres and offspring this day is 
Sir John Fitz Gerald. 

Now let the reader knowe, that when the three Knights were first 
knighted, that they were not then brothers, but all three were the sons of 
these three brothers, though the common rumour of y" vulgar sayes 
otherwise ; for we find that the name of the first White Knight was Sir 
Maurice, and not Sir Gilbert, or Sir Gibbon ; and that it was Maurice 
Fitz Thomas, son of Thomas, the l^eyre afore often mentioned, was 
£cu*le of Desmond when they were knighted, l)eing the first Earle of 
Desmond, in whose days, being in Anno. 1326; and that, when 
Edward the third, son of Edward the Second, was crowned King att 
"Westminster, who about the sixth year of his reigne sent over into Ireland 
the Lord Anthony Lacy, Lord Justice, who presently after his comeing 
apprehended this Maurice Fitz Thomas, Earle of Desmond, at Limerick 
(being upon the Assumption of our Lady), and committed him to the 
King's Casae at Dublin, from whence the said Earle would not by any 
persuasions be remitted, until a Parliament should try his cause. In order 
to this and other important afiayrs of the kingdome then on foot, a Parlia- 
ment was assembled at Dublin, by whose vote Desmond was acquitted, and 
went over into England to the King, where he was favorably received. 
But, however. Lacy (by this meanes) was deposed by the King, and went 
back againe for England, with his wife and children. 

Not long after, John Darcy was made Lord Justice in his place. Im- 
mediately upon these alterations wars grew hot betweene the Kings of 
England and Scotland, whereupon the King sent over into Ireland the 
Earle of Desmond, with letters patents and a Commission for him and the 
Lord Justice to raise with all speede twenty thousand men, which accord- 
ingly was performed. 

In this expedition Desmond advanced his three kinsmen, giving to 
each of them the command of 2000 men, with intention that on this good 
occasion they might give proofs of theyre valour in this royal service : 
wherefore he gave them to understand that this must be the time of theyre 
advancement and perpetuale honor, or of the frustration of theyre expected 
glory. 

But Mars, intending to advance these Heroes, that did not at all dege- 
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nerate from the valourous atchievements and undaunted courage of theyre 
noble Ancestors, smiled on them soe favorably, that, shortly after the arri- 
vall of the Lord Justice and Earle of Desmond with they re army in 
Scotland, they sufficiently approved themselves true Fitz Geralds, as in 
the sequel wUl appear; for, after some time spent in refreshment, the 
Irish swept on theyre march until they came within sight of the Scottish 
army ; the King of England, with his Englishmen, coming opposite on the 
other side. Thus having good intelligence from one another, after giving 
certaine signes they advanced on, and fell upon the Scotts very early in the 
morning, near Edenburrough, where the battle continued equally cruele for 
almost the whole forenoone. 

The Scotts (as the historyes of those times say), being threescore thousand 
strong in the feild, divided theyre forces — the one pJU't marching towards 
the King of England, the other advancing against the Irish. 

On the other side, the Lord Justice and Desmond, in ordering the 
morning fight, pleiced our three Gallants in the iront with six thousand 
men, but not theyre owne regiments. Noe sooner was the word of command 
given, but they presently advanced forward, killing and hewing on all 
sides, and cleareing the way before them untill they came to the maine body 
of the enimye, where by that time theyre men were cut off to two thousand, 
and they too had been soe served, had not Desmond presently upon sight 
of this bloudy slaughter made, though with double cost to the enemye, 
come thundering downe with four thousand fresh and resolute souldiers, 
wherewith he fortunatly releived and brought off his kingsmen, with the 
loss of 5000 men. After haveing^hus mightily foyled the Scottish army, 
they came to the body where the Lord Justice was, and there refreshed 
themselves by taking about three hours rest. 

All this while the Kings army, on the other side, were cruelly 
put to it, haveing not power to releive or heare from each other. In 
this interval Desmond took occasion to animate his followers as fol- 
io weth : — 

You valliant undaunted hearts and deare fellow souldiers, your valour 
and great courage is already partly tryed in this mornings bloudy battle ; 
you are now made sensible of what you ought to doe ; you know the cause 
and condition wherein we stand now in Scotland. Let it not be recorded 
and cast in the teeth of our posterity that the Irish nation was put to flight 
in Scotland. We must fight for our lives, for flying away becometh not 
men of our sort ; and suppose we doe run away, which way had we beat 
take, when there is noe way secure ? Ireland (you know) is too far off 
for our refuge, and we may be cut of before we come to the next shore ; 
to England we cannot flye, for the Scotts on every side will stop our pas- 
sage; fight it out we must; therefore be ye all stoutly resolved, and above 
all things call and think upon the God of Hosts, the giver of victoryes ; and 
know for certaine that the clergye in Ireland, together with our other 
friends, doe continually pray for our good successe in this voyage. It is far 
nobler for us to dye amongst our enimyes here, in soe honorable a quarrell, 
before the face of our King, who is a present witnesse of our actions, than 
to perish sluggishly with our friends at home, and be for ever deemed noe 
better than dastards, cowards, and runaways. And for your part (pursued 
he, turning his face particularly to his three kingsmen), my deare Brothers 
and Kingsmen, since God and nature hath tyed us together by that inviolable 
knott of noble consanguinitye that made us one bloud, and gave us (as it 
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were) one heart and one hand to live and dye one for another, I neede not, 
certainly, spurre you forward ; for experience hath often before now suffi- 
ciently approved your manly courages, which (if we doe not degenerate) we 
must by instinct of nature all have from our Ancestors. It is yet fresh in 
memory, and alsoe much recorded, what loyall services they have performed 
in the Conquest of Ireland, and since, for the Crowne of England. I hope 
it shall not now be sayed that the former honor of the Geraldins should be 
stained through our cowardlynesse. "What greater honour or glory shall 
we desire in this world than the person of our great King himselfe, with 
his Royall banners displayed and florishing before our eyes, readye to give 
battle to his enemyes, and by his example inviting and encourageing us to 
doe the like; who (upon my life) will bountifully reward with herd each 
worthy deserving souldier: therefore, all you gentlemen and fellow souldiers, 
take good courage — stir up your hearts, and rouse your spirits, sayeing, 
with the holy David, * Exurgat Deus, & dissipentur inimici ejus;* 
moreover, honour with due reverence that holy Virgin and Martyr St. 
Margarett, whome we to-morrow comemorate, taking her name for your 
generale word in battle — with that every one took St. Margaret for theyre 
word. 

"Noe sooner had he ended his speech, but these gentlemen kneeled 
before him and the Lord Justice, earnestly desireing that they may be ad- 
mitted againe first to give the onsett with their own regiments. 

This request was willingly granted by Desmond, but hardly by the 
Lord Justice. When they had thus accorded, and divided their army as 
they thought good to theire advantage into three parts — 

These three gallants, being soe resolutely given, tooke the vanguard 
with theire six-thousand men. The Lord Justice and Desmond kept the 
reare guard, each wing, inclineing on either side to succour the maine battle 
that went before, as occasion required. In the reare of all was left 
a division of a thousand men for a reserve, under the command of one 
Cahafty. In this manner they advanced forward to give battle, with 
trumpets sounding, drums beateing, and armor clattering, at the meeting 
of the two armyes, as if heaven and earth had met together. But, before 
the encounter, these three Royalists, that lead the main battle, commanded 
their souldiers to throw off theire cloathes to theire shirts ; and, to add the 
more noise and terrour to their enemyes eares, commanded them all to give 
a generall shoute ; and soe they fell on like madmen, that never in theire lives 
knew not what death meant. In this manner they continued the battle, 
not full a quarter of an hour, when their enemys, not able to withstand 
them any longer, were forced to tume theyre backs. The Lord Justice and 
Desmond with mighty and maine courage fell on each side of the maine 
battle. 

In this manner a generall rout was then given to the Scotts whole 
army, who rann every man as fast as he could toward Edinburough, which 
was very neere them ; there at the gate they made a kind of a body ; but, 
being pursued soe fast, could doe noe good, for there the maine body came 
almost as fast as they, and made a great slaughter — ^followed them in 
without much resistance. 

They were now entered, when a body of about 3000, that were left to 
keepe and guard the towne, haveing made themselves ready to fight in the 
street, met them. Maurice, the White Knight (being the first that en- 
tered the citty, together with the other two Knights), perceiveing this, ad- 

B 
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ranced towards them : there the encounter began afresh, and continued for 
■ome time yery hott and terrible. But the Scotts, both souldiers and citi- 
zena, noe longer able to withstand, made towards the Kings palace ; and, 
being followed close, threw down theyr armes there at the gate (which 
was shut), all crying out for mercy e. By this time Desmond came up, and 
commanded upon paine of death to forbear killing any more, especially 
there about the Kings palace — commanding likewise to bring thither all 
the armes of the citey, which was accordingly done. 

In this interval Maurice, the White Knight, had made entrance into 
the Royal Palace ; and there, at his entrance int3 the common hall, met 
atraine of beautyfuU Ladyes comeing towards him — the foremost appeareing 
as it were a comet among lesser stars, on whom the rest waited, and layed 
the hope of theyre lives, affrighted at this unwonted spectacle of slaughter 
and bloudshed about the palace, kneeled downe at the feete of this Com- 
mander, begging of him, with tears in her eyes and sorrow in her lookes, 
that he would be mercyfiill towards them. 

Maurice, being of noe lessegenerossitye and meekenesse amongst Ladyes 
than of courage and prowesse amongst his enimyes, unlooseing his helmet 
from his head, stept to this foremost lady, and lifted her up by the hand, 
earnestly beseeching that she would cast away all feare, and be of good 
cheere, to which he alsoe invited the rest ; for(8ayed he) I came not hither 
to war against Ladyes, nor to abuse gentlewomen, but rather (if occasion 
require) to defend theyre lives and honour with the expense of my bloud. 
The Ladyes could not but be mightily revived at this his corteous speech. 
He, after some little conference, demanded this beautiful Lady what she 
was, or of whome descended. She, with a greate deale of aratitude, reply ed 
that his courtesie showed her that day was to noe lesse than the daughter 
of a King. At this he, being greedy and desireous of honour, bethought 
himselfe, and asked of her what her pleasure was, telling her that whatever 
she would command he would execute to his utmost. The poore Lady, 
being surprised, could not tell what to answer, nor what course in this 
Buddaine extremity to take. He, perceiveing the confusion she was in, 
comforted her the best he could, and entreated her together with her La- 
dyes to withdraw themselves into some part of the palace where they might 
be secure, untill he should provide a strong guard of civil gentlemen to de- 
fend them until his owne retume. She, with the rest of the ladyes, re- 
turned him a thousand thanks, and willingly embraced his advice. 

In the meaue time the Lord Justice and Desmond, with theyre followers, 
haveing utterly routed the Scots on that theyr side, where marched to- 
wards the King. It cannot be expressed with what joy and triumph they 
met together. 

The King, after some salutations, inquired of the Lord Justice and 
Desmond concerning theyre successe and proceedings that day. They de- 
clared all the circumstances of the same ; and, amongst other discourse, 
gave large commendation of these three Heroes, and presented them before 
the King, armed as they had fought in battle, each of them being some- 
what wounded, and the bloud yett afresh running. Maurice was deepaly 
wounded on the left arme, under the shoulder ; which the King perceiveing, 
with his owne hands bound up with a white scarfe and black ribbond ; and 
hence it came that the White Blnights eaver since beare a white and black 
crosse in theyre field colours. In this manner the King presently knighted 
him in that field, and called him Maurice the White Knight, as a distinc- 
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tion from the other two, by reason that he wore a bright glittering amiour. 
He then also knighted the other two, nameing them likewise after the 
colours of theyre armours in which they fought ; for the second, wearing 
Black armour, was called the Black Knight ; and the other, who wore a 
greenish azure ju'mour, was called the Greene Knight. 

By this greate overthrowe and generall route of the Scotts all the whole 
kingdome was subdued, and Edward BallioU established King of Scotland. 
And on this day, beiog St. Margaret's eve, the 19*** of July, in Ano. 
1333, Desmonds three kingsmen were knighted in the fielde neare Eden- 
borough by Edward the third. King of England ; though some ignorant 
talkers of these times falsely report that they were knighted by the Earle 
of Desmond in this field, and that he was theyre father ; but this cannot 
stand with truth in severall respects ; for Desmond was but joy ned in Com- 
mission with Darcye, the Lord Justice, and was not generall in the field, 
though I cannot say but he and Darcye, or either of them, might create 
knights, being then chiefe commanders in the field. 

But I conceive that they durst not execute that office, seeing the King 
himselfe there in person, who undoubtedly knighted these Gentlemen, as 
appeares by severall good and credable authors. 

As for the other saying, that this Maurice Fitz Thomas, Earle of Des- 
mond, was theyre father, they that know anything concerning this matter 
know the contrary ; then I will not trouble myself with the others folly. 
Some Historyes of these times relate that in this battle were sledne of the 
Scots to the number of 35,000, and some others say but 25,000. How- 
ever it be, let them agree amongst themselves. 

This terrible and bloudy day being now neare spent, and the King have- 
ing lodged his armye in good postures, it is time that we retume to the 
solitary Ladyes, who remained all this afternoone in the palace, very dis- 
consolate, knoweing not what course to take, but expecting God's mercye, 
and the faithfdll promise of an honorable commander ; who, haveing in the 
morning been theyre enemye, in the evening was to appeare theyre 
dearest friend. Koe sooner had he payd his respects to the King, but 
foarthwith, being my nd full of the Ladyes and his promise to them, he dis- 
mantled himselfe of all his martiall attire ; and, puting on the habit of a 
comely courtier, goes in all haste to the Princesse, whome he found 
all besett with sorrow and heavynesse. But presently knoweing him to be 
the person from whome she had received the former kindnesse, she very 
discreetely welcomed him with such gestures and changes of countenance 
as somewhat betrayed both her feare and love. 

He, being sensible of her condition, comforted her the best he could, 
until at leogtb, groweing by degrees more and more familiar, he asked her 
if she would be pleased to partake with him of his present and future for- 
tunes — declareing, farther, that his former victorye had brought him noe 
greater satisfaction than what it had by being the meanes of makeing him 
her devoted captive. 

She, presently apprehending his meaning, and knoweing that he was in 
good earnest, modestly replied — True it is, most worthy Knight, that I 
never was more freely at my owne command than I now find myselfe, 
though youre Captive ; yet I hope you will pardon the infirmitye of my 
tender sex, if I desire some farther consideration on this matter, knowing 
that it were not consistent with modesty for me of myselfe flatly to deny^ 
soe deserving a person, or soe suddainly to make you an absolute promise 
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without the consent of some few friends whom I understand to be still 
liyeing ; nor can you blame me, sure, for this request, which I make with 
the more confidence because your approved goodnesse hath abeady promised 
that you will not have me doe anything which might be prejudicial! to my 
honor, which to me is dearer than my life. Madam, replyed he, feu: be it 
from my thoughts to suffer any the least disfoul to be done unto you, 
much lesse to be the author of it myselfe ; nor would I soe scone have disco- 
vered my desires unto you, were I not confident that my stay here cannot 
be long. Neither can I tell (if I should deferr it), but to-morrow I might 
be drawne from your presence. Think not, I pray, that I would be thus 
earnest, knoweing how unworthy I am of you, did I not really think that 
my estate is sufficient to maintaine you honorably ; nor am I of such meane 
birth as could vilifie your Royal bloud. My descent is well known to be 
from the greatest Princes. Pardon my arrogance, if, to satisfye you of my 
birth, I say that of a subject I am inferior to none, but some of my owne 
race, to whom I am bound to yield superioritye, being the Earle of Des- 
mond, my neare relation. My request therefore is, Madam, that you will 
be pleased to resolve me in the morning ; and, if you think fitt, I will have 
our proceedings intimated to the King of England, and your couzen, the 
King of Scotland, whose Royall presence to these affaires will be a forcible 
addition to our perpetual honour. 

To this she modestly replyed, that whatsoever their pleasure was on 
herbehalfe she would willingly consent to at his retume. 

Hereupon he tooke his leave of her for that night, and repaired to the 
Lord Justice and Desmond, whom he acquainted with all the circum- 
stances. 

They not long after informed the King thereof, and brought it soone 
after to the King of Scotland's heareing. 

By these meanes a conclusion was made on all sides, and the Ladyes 
consent obtained ; whereupon with great joy the marriage was sumptuously 
solemnized in the King's palace, both the Kings of England and Scotland 
being present. They were joyned in marriage by one James Comorton, a 
Doctor of Dyvintye, of the Citty of Waterford, who was the Earle of Des- 
mond's Chaplin, and wrote all the passages of that voyage. This Lady 
was the sister of the conquered King^ — her name was Katherine. This 
Maurice, the White Knight, brought along with her into Ireland, as a 
memoriall of this victorye obtained in Scotland, three severall monuments, 
which continually remained with the White Knights ever since until the 
days of Queene Elizabeth, at which time, by reason of wars and troubles, 
they were lost, being somewhere hidden in the ground by Meene, being left 
there by some that were slayne in the wars. 

Each of the other two Knights brought with them also several monu- 
ments, of which I cannot find any account, but that one of them, which 
belonged to the Knight of the Glin, was lost at Glin's Castle, when the 
Lord Forbush destroyed the same, about the beginning of the late wars, in 
Ano 1642. 

After that this victory was obtained in Scotland, and Edward BalioU 
there established King, and all those affairs well settled, John Darcy came 
back into Ireland, Lord Justice ; and the Earle of Desmond, together with 
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S'* Maurice Fitz Gerald, the White Knight, with his Lady, went along 
with the King into England, where Sir Maurice remained untill his Lady 
was delivered of a daughter, who was theyre brought up, and continued 
untill her dyeing day; haveing been marryed to the Earle of Northumber- 
land. 

Afterwards Desmond, haveing remained in England lessethan ayeare, 
came over in Ireland Lord Justice, accompanyed with Sir Maurice and his 
Lady, where Desmond continued that office until he dyed. 

This Sir Maurice, the first Whyte Knight, by God's assistance increased 
dayly more and more in honor. Lands, and worldly wealth, and was 
greately beloved by all sorts of people. Hee was very affable, kynd, and 
courteouss, as well as he was full of honor and boldnesse of courage in 
tyme of warre ; he was no lesse mild and meeke in tyme of peace. 

He was a gentleman endowed with all excellent parts since his first 
beginning : in hospitality hee was sumptuous and liberall, but rather to 
maintayne charity than vayne glory ; very liberall and bounty full hee was to 
y* clergy e, especially to the Dominicans. His hands were all ways streatched 
out to relieve the needy, and was much given to goodnesse and pious workes. 
Hee was always employd by Desmond, the Lord Justice, about the impor- 
tant businesses and affayres of the kingdome. 

The Earle of Desmond was wont to call him his right hand, and the 
same title hee ordayned his posterity to continue unto his death, (that is to 
say) that the Whyte Knights should be (as it were) the right hands of 
the Earles of Desmond — to preserve, uphold, keepe, protect, and defend 
them in all perrills and dangers against theyre enemyes, and should (as it 
were) bee the cheif pillars and champions of that family and house of Des- 
mond, as being the next branch to that maine body. And thus they ever 
since continued to each other, untill the Divine Providence permitted 
theyre destruction, all which y* old Mullonex, the antiquary, hath in 
Irish verses acutely signifyed. 

This Sir Maurice, the first Whyte Knight, was an example of virtue 
and good lyfe to all men of quality of his tyme, especially for continence 
and chastity ; for the Princesse, his virtuous wife, departed this life al- 
most in the very floure and strength of both theyre ages, being about 
eight years marryed ; but yett hee never marryed againe a second wife, in- 
tending rather to live a single and chaste life, in the absence of her to whom 
hee had yielded his first affection, 'than that any inferiour match should pos- 
sesse those inviolable loves which he bo6u:e to his lovely, deserving Princess, 
ever worthy of remembrance. 

This Sir Maurice built the castle witnout the walls of Killmallock, and 
alsoe the church there. 

Att the last, being stricken in yeares, to avoyd ye toylesome cares and 
affayres of this world, and to applye himselfe to devotion and pious 
workes : haveing built and repayred many Oratoryes, hee tooke on the habit 
of St. Dominick in that monastry at Killmallock, where he stayed not 
long before he removed to the monastery of St. Dominick without the 
north gate of Youghall, and there ended his dales, being about sixety yeares 
of age, and in the yeare of our Lord God 1357 — being about two yeares 
after the death of Maurice Fitz Thomas, Earle off Desmond, and Lord 
Justice of Ireland — and ordained his body to be interred in that 
monastery, in one tombe with the Princesse his wyfe, for there shee was 
buryed. 
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I have discoursed with those who hare assured mee that they had seene 
those monuments. But the revolution of time became the destruction of 
them, and of the monastery too. 

This Sir Maurice had to issue by this Princesse two sones, and two daugh« 
tcrs. The one daughter marryed in England, and the other marryed 
Barrymore. 

The two sones were Maurice and David ; but Maurice, the eldest son, 
had noe issue, and dyed in the lyfe tyme of his father. 

Then David succeeded his father, and marryed the daughter of the 
Earle of Worcester, being frequent then in England with his sister. This 
David was much beloved in the Court of England, and did there sundrie 
wonderfuU acts of strength and activity. 

Hee was accounted at that tyme the best Horseman in England. By 
those activityes it was saydthat hee came the sooner to his death, which was 
much bewailed by all the nobility of his acquaintance in the three King- 
doms. Hee had noe issue by his first wife. His second wife — Issebella, 
the daughter of the Lord Butler, by whom he had issue John ; and of this 
John did descend the familyes of Campier, Ballynetra, and Killnetonnagh, 
and some say of Conneueighe. 

This John succeeded his father, and marryed the daughter of the Lord 
Bourke, that was sometime Lord Justice of Ireland, of whom he had issue 
Maurice. 

This Maurice proved full of valour and courage, and was very fortunate ; 
for in those flourishing dayes the King of England commanded the Earle 
of Desmond that hee was to raise an army of ten thousand men, and to 
transport them over into Wales, to suppresse the Welsh, that then re- 
belled. Which army, being raysed, and well appoynted with all sorte of 
necessaryes, sett sayle, and landed at Chepstowe, and thereabout mett the 
King and his army. Not long after this the Welsh were subdued, in 
which service this Maurice wonne great honour and credditt — hee being 
Lieutenant-General of this army, under the Earle of Desmond. 

In this service he was made Knight in the fleld by the King, who alsoe 
confirmed to him and his heyres, by letters patent under his owne -scale, 
all the estate and lands that this Maurice and his father and all his ances- 
tors had gotten and possessed in Ireland, since they descended out of the 
house of Desmond, and alsoe libertye to adde theyreunto what hee could. 

This Maurice succeeded his father, and marryed the daughter of Cor- 
mock Mac Dermond, a greate Lord of the Clancartyes, by whom he had 
issue eight sones, all whom I shall here nominate, each according to his birth 
(viz.) : John, the heyre ; David, the second ; Garrett, the third ; Gibbon, 
the fourth ; Edmond, the fifth ; Richard, the sixth ; Gerald, the seaventh ; 
and William, the eighth. 

John he succeeded as heyre, as by all good right he ought to doe, and 
was settled in the ancient inheritence patemall, where for a tyme I shall 
leave him settled, and show you what estate and lands theyre father, 
Maurice, bestowed on ye rest of his sones. 

David, the second son, was settled in the lands of Ardskeagh. Gar- 
rett, the third son, had the lands of Garry Coanagh and Eathneweeleagh ; 
Gibbon, the fourth son (who by addition and custome was called the old 
Knighfs son, . which name his posterity beares to this day, and the heyre 
was lately in possession of Dunmoone and Bally nahensy) his estate was 
contayned from and between the foard of Cnocklaraig to halfe mile foard of 
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Kilmallock, commonly called Athadiberty, and from thence southward 
(excepting some few villiages scattering betweene) to the top of the moun- 
taine called Slew Reigh. His chief seate and dwelling formerly was 
Knocklong, until for some small crime or other deposed thereof by Gar- 
retty Earl of Desmond. 

Edmond, the fifth son, had Graigen Curry and the lands thereunto be- 
longing, neare Newe Castle Makenery. Richard, the 6th sone, had the 
lands of Cromans and Clenglish. Gerald, the seventh son (a man of greate 
learning and wisdorae), had the Parsonage of Brigowne, and the livings 
within the jurisdiction of Clangibbon. William, the eighth son, had for 
his inheritance Killquane, Ballinkughty, and Ballyhonedehy, and his 
heyres challenged of late yeares Ballymacsha begg. His late heyre and 
offspring, by name David Fitz Gerald, was wrongfally deposed out of the 
inheritance by Edmond, the late Whyte Kuight, and for some small pre- 
tended crime of rascality alleadged against him, and (as they say) most un- 
justly, brought him to the gallows at Limerick, where he innocently suf- 
fered. His son, David Eitz Gerald, now liveing, is a gentleman endowed 
with excellent parts, breeding, and qualityes, who, notwithstanding that 
infamy, brought up his children in civility and good manners, though the 
distraction of the tymes much hindred them, as it hath alsoe done many 
other hopefull children in this kingdome. 

I must not wholy forget these worthy famylyes of Garrynagronoge, 
Killmore, Killtouge, and Killbolane, who are descended of one of these 
eight brothers before mentioned. These brothers I fynd to have spread 
themselves into distant places, and names of distinction accordingly, as in 
former tymes it was usual to denominate themselves from theyre menn^ 
and chief houses, though now by the revolution of tymes and theyre trans- 
lation they are soe degenerated that they hardly know one another ; yet I 
will endeavour these worthy famylys to joyne together, though much dis* 
sipated. 

This Killmore, Killtouge, and Killbolane were all of one inheritance, 
descended of Graigegronoge, which was theyre stock. Hee of Killmore 
was commonlye by custome called Lord of Killmore ; and he of Kilbolane 
was commonly called Mac John, who was the predecessor of Ellen, the 
daughter of Edmond Gibbon, who, being heyre apparent of that inheri- 
tence, by good fortune matched herselfe to a worthy noble knight, Sir Wil- 
liam Power, though nothing to his losse, if David Power had his righte, 
who never drew sword in anger against any : this Sir William Power was 
a gentleman endowed with great wisdome and good policy, and was in- 
ferior to none of his Ranke for the Crowne of England in the daies of 
Queen Elizabeth, in whose service he lost the use of his right hand. 
John, his sone and heyre, dyed before him, at Ballymartyr, to the great 
discomfort of the gentry of Munster ; for hee was virtuous, full of good so- 
ciety and conversation, and more worthy (in my opinion) to be cedled the 
Prince of poets then Spencer. The old Earle of Cork (named Richard, 
the first Earle of Cork), to whom this John was a greate favourite, sayd 
once in discourse that hee could not tell what to think e of the greatness of 
the E6u:le of Desmond in his pry me, for that (sayth he) hee was too little 
to be a king, and to greate to be a subject : May it please you, my Lord, 
quoth John, what doe you thinkeyoure people will judge of your Lordship 
when you are dead ? 

I have too long followed (to theyre small benefitt) these eight Brethe- 
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ren : I now intend to keepe on my course until I shall overtake Edmond, 
the late Whyte Knight, and his offspring, and there to conclude. 

This John (as I sayed before), the eldest of the eight above mentioned 
sones, succeeded his father Maurice, and marry ed Margaret, the daughter 
of O'Brien, by whom hee had issue Maurice, and William Keagh, or Wil- 
liam the blinde. 

This William built the castle of old Castletown (as I have heard by 
tradition) ; and that rock whereon it stands was formerly called Magners 
Rock, where there was some kind of building before. 

This Maurice succeeded his father John, and marryed the daughter 
of O'Sullivane Beare, by whom hee had issue John. Hee also marryed a 
second wyfe who was the daughter of Barry more, and was the Countesse 
and widow of Thomas Earle of Desmond, beheaded at Drogheda.^ How 
he came to marry her was thus. Maurice having received letters of the 
Earle's death, repaired with all speede to her castle in Conelagh, where the 
Countesse then dwelled ; and very early in a morning made entrance into 
the castle, and informed the people and servants of the house of the Earle's 
death, yettbidd them to keepe silent and to make noe noyse, untill first with 
deliberation hee should inform the Countesse thereof himselfe, least other- 
wise she should be terrifyed. After this hee went towards her chamber 
where shee lay, commanding her servants that they should suffer none to 
come neere the place. 

Hee then stept softly into the chamber (the Countesse being fast asleepe) 
and made faste ye doore. 

By this tyme shee awaked, and seeing him who was soe much in- 
trusted by her Lord and husband, she was rejoyced much thereat and 
accordingly received him. 

Hee not soe much to gaine her, as dislikeing that any stranger should 
succeede within the Earle's jurisdiction (for marry hee knew shee would), 
began with familiar discourse and gestures to draw a little neerer this 
greate Lady, and embraced her in such a sort (though by force and against 
her will) that thereof became a son whose name was Gibbon. But she 
poore soule, thinking of the Earle's absence, was much grieved in mynd 
and imagined herselfe by this forceable entry mightily to have offended both 
God and man, by committing that which she would not, as appeared by 
her struggling and crying out in the act. Hereupon her noyse being 
heard, every one cryed out (as fast as shee) for the Earle's death. 

At last all things being better appeased, this Knight showed her the 
letters of the Earles beheading, for which she poore heart ! was full of 
grief and sorrow, yet shee conceived better of him for what he did. Where- 
upon in convenient time there was a marriage concluded between them. 
This Countesse, after the death of this her husband Maurice, alledged and 
pretended that on concluding that marriage it was agreed on that if any 
Bon were begotten by him on her, that such son should succeede as 
heyre apparent to the Whyte Knight, and would therefore leave John the 
elder son by the former wife to seeke and give him nothing at all to 
maintaine him. 

This shee accordingly for a whyle did, and after the death of the Whyte 
Knight her husband, tooke into possession all the whole estate to herselfe 
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and her sonn (contrary to what her husband had ordayned by his last will), 
and not only reftised to give the right heyre any kind of maintenance, but 
alsoe she and her son gave strict charge and direction to all the country to 
afiSord hinai no entertainment ; being hereunto holpen and countenanced by 
the Earl of Desmond, James, that was her sonn, Barrymore her brother, 
and other greate Lords. 

Well this young man John the heyre had noething to maintaine himselfe, 
but went up and downe wandering amongst his Mends, always accom- 
panyed with five or six lusty young gallants of his owne kindred who much 
affected him and pittyed his condition. Hounds and pastimes hee had, 
nor forgott hee his sword ; but entertayned himselfe with such mirth and 
undespaireing courage, as if he enjoyed all the lands that his ancestors 
ever had. 

Att last, beeing weary of this kyud of life, he putts on a bold face and 
directs himselfe to his brother, to try whether hee would give him any 
lively hood or noe, and if not, that he would trye his fortunes by travelling 
beyond sea. 

To his brother he goes to Mitchells-towne and walks into the castle all 
alone, and very humbly and submissively desired his brother to share with 
him some kynd of livelyhood. Hee utterly refused him, and threatened him 
with hanging if hee did not with all speede forsake the country. Upon 
these words the other gentleman desired to have some helpe to beare his 
charges beyond seas, who also denyed that too. He being thus out of 
all hopes to obtaine anything by fuyre meens, hee gave the other some 
erosse answers, and withall designeingly came out of doores supposing 
thereby to draw him to pursue him, which he accordingly did to his owne 
ruine, and a pretty way away from the castle hee was caught by an ambush 
that John had purposely layed there (if this occasion should happen) to 
seise on him. Hee being in this manner taken, they ledd him with a rope 
about his neck to the Ash-tane, a little southward of Mitchellstowne, and 
brought him before an ash tree which stood there, where John demanded 
of him what his intent was concerning himselfe, who assured him that 
were hee in that condition, which he was in with him, he should never 
more come to looke for any inheritance of him. John being now grieved 
and moved with this brother's intolerable dealing and tyranny, and seeing 
that he sought not only to keepe him from his rightful inheritence, but to 
estrange him to his country, answered him, that the same measure hee 
intended to give him, the same measure he should have ; and, on these 
words, commanded that his owne natural! brother should be trussed up and 
hanged, which was accordingly done, and an end putt to that controversy. 

Presently after this he takes horse and rydes to YoughaU, to the Earie 
of Desmond, and the Earle questions him, what strange news was in the 
country. My Lord, none at all, sayth hee, but that I have hanged a base 
unnatural brother of yours this day. 

The Earle thinking it but a frolick or jeast, sayed cosen, if you have 
hanged my brother, you would doe noe lesse with your owne. You shall 
find it to bee true my Lord, saith hee, and inst. on this word he leaped on his 
horse's back and stayed not until he arrived at Dublin with the Earle of 
Kildare (who was then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland), unto whom he declared 
and bemoaned his sadd condition. 

Elildare having already known the notorious wrongs and unlawfull pro- 
ceedings against this poore gentleman, tooke his parte, and so much resented 

C 
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the matter as hee stoode in his just defenco, and matched him to his owne 
daughter ; which being done, the Earle of Kildare wrote up with John to 
his cosen y* Earle of Desmond ; whereupon John tooke the quiet and 
peaceable possession of all his inheritance withoute any contradiction. After 
all this upon some remarkable service performed by this John in y* field in 
his Majesty's service, Kildare knighted him. 

This Sir John had issue by Ellianor, daughter to the Earle of Kildare, 
two sons — viz., John and Thomas, and one daughter. This Thomas, the 
second son of Sir John, is the ancestor of the family of Ballylondry. 

This John, the elder son of the Sir John aforesaid, succeeded his 
father, and marryed the daughter of Barrymore, by whom hee had issue 
foure sons — viz., Maurice, John, Thomas, and Gibbon. 

And now begins the shaking, ague, and downfall of a tottering ruinous 
family. When the dearest friends begin with bloudy slaughter to de-- 
Btroye each other. For this Maurice dyed in the life tyme of his father, 
who had issue one son, by name John, who arrived to some years of 
discretion before his grandfather dyed. 

But when it pleased God that his grandfather was called for out of 
this world, this John, his heire and grandchild, began to prove very 
imkynd and unnaturall to those gentlemen his uncles, forsoemuch that like 
the Count esse and her son, he would not yield to allow them what estate 
theyre father had left and made over unto them. 

"Well, the fume and strife grewe soehott bet weene them, that this John 
the heyre sent strickt charge and command throughout all his country to 
the tenants that they should not entertaine them, nor give them as much aa 
one night's lodging, upon payne of looseing all that they had. 

Upon this miserable usage of theyre nephew, the gentlemen made theyre 
addresses and supplications to the Earle of Desmond and to Barrymore, 
theyre kinzsmen. These greate men being made sensible of this apparent 
wrong, wrote generally to this John the young Whyte Knight, desireing 
him to suffer the gentlemen peaceably to live in the country, until such 
time as themselves should bring theyre variance to a finall agreement. 

Upon which the gentlemen sent him a message, with these letters, 
desireing his answer to the contents. Which letters, when hee had perused, 
he grew worse than he was before, and then absolutely denyed to make 
any composition with them at all. 

On this they sent him another message of theyre owne, in all humility 
prayeing him and earnestly desireing him that hee would be pleased to come 
to conference with them, to theyre cozen David Gibbon's house of Bally- 
londery, or that hee would be pleased to appoynt what place of meeting hee 
would, and there they would waite on him to the end that they might 
agree (they sayed) as hee pleased himselfe. 

This message being delivered, he returned noe other ansur, but bidd 
them take Dedtdus his wings, and meet at y* gallowes, and doe theyre worst. 

But late at night hee came to David Gibbon's house at Ballylondry, 
they being departed the evening before, whither it were to compound with 
them or noe is un certain e, but he was mightily incensed with David for 
his accustomary soucering, and entertaining them. This David, being a 
man of a sound wisdome and gravity, counselled and gave him instructions 
concerning these gentlemen, and that with such exhibitions and examples 
of terror and revenge, that it would the hardest heart so relent and amend 
its former misdemeanors. 
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But early the next morning this John the Whyte Knight tooke his way 
towards old Castletowne, and mett these gentlemen at KiUilong on the way ; 
but theye spyeing him a pretty way off, feareing (as they sayed) the unsettled 
braynes of this young man, made themselves ready for any attempt that 
should happen (the tymes then being distempered and not well settled betweene 
warre and peace), and to be off or on, made towards him. After they had 
saluted each other and had some small discourse, they boldly demanded of 
him what was his intent concerning them and theyre estate, to which 
hee said they were borne as well as hee. But they inquired of him whither 
or noe hee would grant them that which was theyre owne right. His 
answer weis that the matter required a longer discourse, and that hee could 
not stay at that tyme to resolve them, and that (for his part) they should 
have noething of him but what he pleased himselfe. Just on these words, 
Gibbon the younger brother drew out his sword and made toward him, and 
sayed: — Thou most ungratefulland unnaturall Tyrant to thy owne flesh and 
bloode, thou art not worthy to live, much less to beare that name of the 
Whyte Knight. Is it your intent to exile us, and make slaves of our 
fathers children, in depriveing us of our owne right. "With these words 
(before hee had the liberty to smite him), John the elder brother came 
betweene him and the blow. 

Att this a fellow (being a follower to the Knight's wife out of Con- 
naught) made at Gibbon, and struck him a mighty blow on the thigh, 
whereby hee lost the use of his leggever after, and hee was afterwards there- 
fore commonly called Lame Gibbon. 

Now John the elder brother (and uncle to John the Whyte Knight), 
seeiDg his brother soe cruelly wounded, and alsoe in this fury considering 
that there was noe likelyhood of any better agreement, drew out his sword 
and made toward this young man his nephew, and after some few blows 
offered on either side ; att last John the Uncle, being of mighty strength, 
and noe lesse courage, to end the striffe, ranne him through the body, and 
soe putt an end to that contra versye. 

'Not long after, the Earle of Desmond being hereof truly informed, was 
mightily incensed against these brethren, and in such a rage and fury that 
they were now farre in a worse condition than they were before, and with 
intent cleerly to disowne and utterly disinherit them and all theyre pos- 
teryty, hee sent his summons to David of Ballylondry to meete him on a 
certayne daye on the hill of Killmallock, together with all the chief inha- 
bitants and followers of the country, that hee may confirme him in that in- 
heritance, and thereto call him "Whyte Knight, the s** David being next to 
them in blood, and a most worthy gentleman, well qualyfied with all good 
parts and conditions. 

Being all now come together at the day appoynted, the Earle of Des- 
mond declared before the assembly as a most odious and wicked crime the 
murther (as he called it) of this young man by his owne Uncles, whereupon, 
say th hee, I intend by all law and good right to conferme, David F* Gibbon, 
of Ballynlondery, in that inheritance, and from henceforth that hee and his 
posteritye shall succeed as "Whyte Knights. 

To this David made answer, and sayed to the Earle: That it seems the 
house of Desmond is ready to fall when the supporter and defender thereof 
is noe better than a cripple with one hand, having already (my Lord) 
bin maimed with the losse of this right hand in your quarrell. It will 
noething availemee (my Lord) to dishonour now my ancestors and foregoers^ 
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who have bin famous for theCrowne and defenders of^oarfkmilj, with my 
weakncssc and disability. Therefore, my Lord, be advised and doe nothing 
rashly. What my cousen John hath done amisse hee may perhaps here- 
after reconcile himselfe to Qod Almighty, and prove better than you expect. 
Hee is a man of great courage, and promiseth to be very hopefoU, though 
this unlucky chance hath now something blemished his credditt. 

The Earle being by David's reasons somewhat qualifyed, and alsoe re- 
membering that hee had lost his hand, dismissed hira, and tooke all the 
whole estate to himself, untiU at length, on better deliberation, his ftiiy 
was allayed. 

This John Fitz Maurice, that was thus unhappily slaine at Killelong, 
marryed the daughter of Mac Degen, of Connagh, and had noe issue by 
her, but hnd issue by Penelope Rian one son, by name Garrett, who was 
slaine at Enockanemoughilly, neere Caragieny, John, the late Whyte 
Knights son, being commander that day of the party in that skirmish. 
This Garrett was the father of old Jolm Fitzgarrett, that now dwelleth at 
Mitchellstowne. 

At last John succeeded after the death of his nephew aforesaid, and 
married EUcn, the daughter of the noble Patrick Condon, commonly called 
the Lord of Condons, and aunt to the late David Condon, by whom hee had 
issue Maurice, Edmond, and Ellen. 

This Ellen was marryed to O'Dwyre, and of her descended that family 
of D wyrc that now is. Maurice Fitz John, the heyre, married Ellean Butler, 
daughter to the Lord of Cahir, and had issue by her one daughter, by 
name Ellen, and was marryed to Sir John Fitzgerald, Lord of the Deases. 

This Maurice the heyre was slaine at Clogher, neere Lixnaw, in the county 
of Kerry, togeather with seaventeene more, being all heyres of noblemen. 
The occasion was this. Garrett, Earl of Desmond, appoynted a party to 
distrayne upon Fitz Maurice, Lord of Kerry and Lixnaw, for that he would 
not yield to due suite and service to his Courts in the sayd coimty ; for 
Desmond had the prerogative Royall from the Crowne, and was Palatine 
of the County of Kerry. 

Fitz-Maurice hired the septs of the O'Flahertyes and the O'Mallies for 
his succour against him, who came by night to a focu*de neere the place 
where these gentlemen lay out in the field, and with them brought a 
number of harrowes, and layed them in the foard all along, covering 
them under water, and there stood themselves in a body all night. In 
the morning, these brave and lofty Gallants of the Earle' s party, discover- 
ing theyre enemy there made towards them as hard as they could 
drive, not dream eing of any stumbling block to be in the foard ; and rode 
on with more haste than good speede. Where entering, some fell over 
theyre horses eares, some fell one way, and some fell another, so that they 
weie all intangled in the foard among the harrowes. 

Whereupon those bloody villains surrounded them about, and with 
theyre pikes and lances stabbed every one to the heart. This Maurice, 
beeing the first that led the vann, was the first that was there slaine. This 
Maurice was the elder brother of Edmond, the late Whyte Knighte. 
Now John the Whyte Knight, who killed his nephew, was hardly, during 
his life, ever free from crosses and troubles, which notwithstanding he valued 
not, but boare them out stoutly, as it were one man against the whole 
world ; and he recovered all his estate againe of Desmond, except some few 
lands in Connolagh. He was a man unequalled in his dayes for bodyly 
strength and courage of minde. 
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When Queene Elizabeth prosecuted the Eoman clergy in Ireland, then 
in most danger of all, this John tooke upon himselfe to protect all tho 
Dominicans and Fryers preachers throughout the whole kingdome, by which 
meanes they had greate ease and shelter from that persecution, they flocking 
under his wings from all parts of the land. For this and such other crimes 
hee was strictly charged, and commanded to appeare by a certaine day at 
Dublin, to make answer to all such matters as should bee objected against 
him, and especially for harbouring and concealing one Maurice Fitz Gibbon, 
Archbishop of Cashell, his owne kingsman, and also the Bishop of Ar- 
dagh. Upon this sumons he repaired to Dublin, and tooke with him 
the s"^ two Bishops, accompanied with one hundred and fifty of the stoutest 
resolute horsemen that hee could gett. 

Coming neere the Citty, all the cittyzens goe to theyrearmes, and a greate 
party of them issued out, which hee perceiveing, went himselfe and his two 
Bishops to meete them ; and when they came neere they knew one another. 

The commander being a speciallMend of his, he desired to be admitted 
with those few gentlemen that were with him to goe into the Citty, for that 
he sayed he came in obedience to a command sent him in her Majesty's 
name and behalfe. 

The gentleman made answer that hee durst not permitt soe many to 
goe in without orders from the higher Powers, and sayed that he would 
doe his endeavour to that effect, and upon that went to desire the same, 
but he could not prevaile. 

The gentleman retumeing with his message, told him of all the passages 
that he saw or heard concerning his accusation, and advised him to repaire 
homewards againe. Sayeth hee, I am confident it is not amisse for me soe 
to doe, for to goe in alone I will not, because (sayed hee) there are some 
knaves in Dublin that doe not affect mee nor any good man, therefore 
they would do mee what injury they could ; being upstarts and newly 
exaJ ted from the dunghill to degrees of Honor and to ofOlces, and the reason 
is for want of faith and true zeale to the King of Kings, they had revolted 
from him, and tooke part with this new heresy of Luther and Calvin, who 
(by they re owne confession) were instructed and guided therein by the 
Devill, which by all good reason must be very evill. And for my part, for 
defence of the Crowne of England I am ready to embrace any kynd of death, 
togeather with the losse of my estate and what I have (if neede doe require), 
which all the world knows my ancestors have done since theyre first 
ingresse to the Conquest of Ireland to this day ; and now Sir, in love and 
loyalty we shall be noe more regarded, if wee doe not with Judas betray 
Christ in deserting the faith of our ancestors, planted by him and his 
apostles, and ever since continued by inviolated successions, and creepe 
and enslave ourselves to a new risen gentry (our inferiors), who renounced 
God to flatter and deceive her Majesty. 

This and some other words hee sent in to some eminent person that was 
his friend, who concealed not the same, and it was understood noe better 
than treason. After this he returned home where within sixe months hee 
fell sick and dyed at Killmallock, and was there buried in the monastery 
of St. Dominick.* Two yeares after, viz., in the thirteenth yeare of Queen 
Elizabeth, hee was attainted of High Treason and proclaimed Traytour and 
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guilty of High Treason committed in his lyfe tyme, whose offence (as the 
Act declares) against her Highnesse the whole State and Eealme could not 
then condignly correct and panish. 

Att this tyme the whole estate was taken up for the Crowne, only what 
was ordained for the maintenance of his wife. 

Edmond, his second son, was in his fathers lifetyme and also in y* life- 
tyme of his elder brother Maurice, gone to travell beyond the seas, along 
with Jumes Fitz Maurice, commonly called the renowned Warriour, and by- 
some the famous Rebell, together with John Fitz Gerald, Seneschall of 
Imokilly, and several other young Gallants, gentlemens sonns. This Edmond 
being ranging the world for about seaven years space, and heareing of the 
death of his father and elder brother, returned, whose memorable acts for 
the Crowne of England I shall in parte runne over. For which services 
hee obtayned a good part of his Father's estate, and would undoubtedly have 
gotten it all, but his death and other crosses in his life prevented it. 

Some have unworthily charged him since his death with cruelty, 
fircenesse, and bloudynesse, and of noe good condition. For valour and 
boldncsse of courage it was hereditary for him soe to bee ; and for being 
bloudy in tyme of warre it is true he was severe to such as he found dis- 
loyall to y* Crowne of England. 

But such was his fervick heart and valorous spirit, that the greatest 
and stoutest of the land in his dayes was not able to compare with him. 
Nay his adversaryes (that were of any good apprehension) would say that 
the Whyte Knight was worthy the rule of a Prince, as namely old Sir 
Edward Fitz Harris, though the meanest of them. . Now as for his 
killing (as they sayd) of John Lord Power ; though he was accessory thereto 
(being commanded by authority Roy all to suppress him), yett he would not 
willingly have a drop of his blood shed, for it was the Lord Powers own 
folly that brought him to his death, for not yielding as that morning he 
was summoned to doe, on faire tearmes; but Power was obstinate and 
would not. Before the skirmish the Whyte Knight commanded Kelley 
(being O'Kelley's son of Connaught) for his life (if it came in his power) 
not to shedd a drop of his blood. 

This Kelley being commanded to secure another foarde or passage distant 
from them, thither the Lord Power came with all his strength, and there 
fought not long with Kelley before he was trampled under his horses feet; 
when one of the Kelleys horsemen struck the Lord Power through his 
helmet with a pole axe into the braines. After his death.his widow, whose 
name was Ellen Barry, daughter of Barrymore, was marryed unto Thomas^ 
Earle of Ormond and Ossory. 

Now as for killing James, the stout and stately Bastard of the Lord 
Roch, noe rationall man can discommend him for the same, for he finding 
the Whyte Knight somewhat disfavoured at Court, hee, by bribery, procures 
letters patents of old Castletowne and other lands of the Whyte Knights, 
and summons him to depart out of them ; but in the meanetyme by appoynt- 
ment came to conference together, but noe hopes of agreeing happening, 
Roch showed but his orders and papers, when Dermott Aulta (one of the 
Knights never fayling souldiers) swore a greate oath, what ! doth Edmond 
now agree upon whyte papers, which hee never did before. It is a 
thousand tymes better to doe it with the sword, as we used to doe. Well, 
they agreed not, and Roch threatened the Whyte Knight he would bume, 
kill, and destroy all his county ere long, and thereof^ sayeth he, I forewame 
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you. I will not hinder you, (sayth the Knight), to goe on as far as you 
please into my county, but beware how you will come back. 

Roch, when he saw his tyme, goes with what strength he could gett, by 
night into the farthest part eastward of Clangibbon, and there plundered all 
he could lay hands of. At last hue and crye came to the Whyte Knight 
at Killbinhy, where he was never furnished with lesse company. But 
courage and skill supplyed his numbers, and haveing intelligence, stopped 
them at the foard of Gurteeneboule coming towards MitcheUstowne. 

Roch wished the Knight to quit the foard. 

Nay, sayeth the Knight, since you have cowardly offered mee this 
violence I will have all the advantage against you I can. Beare witnesse 
all here that I give you free liberty to pass this way homewards, but leave 
ye cattle and ye goods you have taken. But this satisfyed not, soe they 
fell on. But the Whyte Knight (for feare of the worst) had before co- 
manded halfe of his foote to pass through the thicketts unknowne to Roch; 
that soe they might fall on his reare, which they accordingly did, soe that 
Roch, to make way through the foard, lost most of his men. At last the 
Whyte Knight and Roch fell hand to hand on horseback and fought 
together, till both theyre staves or horse mobpykes were broaken to 
shivers. Then they both alighted and fought with theyre swords a good 
while with equal fortune. At last Roch received a stroake on the knee 
(for he was armed upwards and y* Whyte Knight had noe armor on him), 
and Roches men being killed or fledd, one of the Whyte Knights souldiers 
came and shott him in ye face with a pocket pistol loaden with small shott, 
whereupon he fled, and (as it is sayd) would have gone neere to have 
escaped had it not bin for his bootes, when one Gibbon Roe followed him, 
being on horseback, and rann him through under the arme pitt, and soe 
made an end of Stout Roch. 

Some falsely report that the Whyte Knight cutt his throate, but he 
knew not then of his throate being cutt, but one Dermott MacAuliffe, 
whose father Roch had soe formerly used, to revenge the same, did use him 
in the like fashion. 

Another tyme, Garrett, Earl of Desmond, being encamped about Cul- 
len, sent Bourke and Browne with a party of foote to fetch provision of 
beeves to relieve ye camp. They for some evill will to the Whyte Knight 
came to Clangibbon, and drove away 200 beeves, of which ye Whyte 
Knight hearing, stayed not for horse or armour, but some thirty light of 
foote followed him, crosse the mountain, and ran downwards to come 
before them. They at last crost them, and bid them stand, and asked who 
they were, and what they ment. Bourke asked what he was, and what 
he meant. I am, said he, a souldier and serveant to the Whyte Knight, 
who sent us to examine you, and to rescue the cattle you have wrongfully 
taken. Iff that bee all, sayed Bourke, you may return like fooles as you 
came, for I care not if ye were all Whyte Kiights. The Knight then 
commanded them to fight valiantly. On they fell, hee himself leading 
them ; but Bourke and Browne, perceiving the Whyte Knight himself to 
bee there, both fell upon him, thinking, his company being soe small, to 
have soone gotten the victory. But man thinketh, and God disposeth, for 
Bourke received such a stroake that clove his head in two, hee being the 
hardyest of them. 

Then came down a very resolute gallant, but he soon lost his sword, 
and his hand from the shoidder. 
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Down comes another upon the Why te Euight, when hoasting Dermod 
Aulta (haveing a diligent eye to his master) passed by seemingly carelessly, 
and gave him noe help ; but he ended the stryffe himselfe, and all the 
enemy were slaine, or fledd. The Knight remarking how negligently 
Dermod behaved him in the former danger, cursed him for a cowardly 
fellow. Dermod rapps out a greate oath, and asked if he intended to be 
a child for ever, for it was but children's play to encounter one man, and 
now I hope you are past childhood. 

The defeate he gave at Glenconkin in Ulster to Mac Saurly Boy Mao 
Donell is enough to make him ever renowned, which the author of Pacata 
Hibemia hath forgetfully or maliciously left out Mac Sauerly Boy (the 
ancestor of the now Lord Marquesse of Antrim) beiog strong in Ulster, and 
by the incursions out of the neighbouring land of Scotland, much offend- 
ed and grieved her Majesty's affayres, whereon the Lord Deputy com- 
manded an army to suppress them, and sent for a chosen party out of 
Munster, on which the Lord Barrymore, the Lord Roch, and the Whyte 
Knight were commanded on that expedition, and the Whyte Knight car- 
ryed with him under his conduct eight hundred men. 

The day being come, at Glanconkyn (the Lord Deputy being there) 
settled his men in as good order as he could, which he could hardly do, for 
Mac Saurly Boy had soe fortifyed himself in those woods and boggs, that he 
could hardly come to annoy them ; but with much losse the Lord Deputy 
sent on severall partyes, but at several tymes they were beaten back. 

The Whyte Knight stood with his men at a passage farre from the 
body of the army as directed at his best advantage. 

The Lord Deputy commanded him to assault the enemy, although^ he 
was in such a place as if beaten he could hardly be relieved. Yett on he 
went with 600 men, leaving his 200 men on y* passage for a Rereguard. 

Being thus advanced not halfe way to the enemyes body, a party of about 
1500 fell upon them, wherefor few for halfe an houre fought against soe 
many, but the Whyte Knight was at last forced to retreate with the losso 
of thirty men, and ten wounded, and had lost himself and all of them had 
he not left the 200 men on the passage, whither the enemy pursued them, 
and at last beat them from thence, where alsoe they had been lost had not the 
Lord Deputy advanced a strong party to fall on the other syde to divert these. 
But not prevailing there neither, for Mac Saurly and the Scotts were about 
6000 strong. Well, the Whyte Knight they foyled and pursued (though 
not with half the losse of the enemy), tooke it much to hearte, but rallyed 
his men, and being in conference and consultation with his chiefest men 
and kingsmen, one Maurice Fitz Garrett, the son of Garrett, of Ballylondry 
(his cousen, and a person of greate courage and strength, as also of eloquence 
and ingenuity), desired audience and leave to speake, to which the Whyte 
Knight consented. Hee made an eloquent oration, reminding them of 
their ancient descent from Windsor, and of theyre noble actions, exhort- 
ing them to adhere and fight it out bravely, theyre being as of theyre own 
bloode and kindred there, and they shall either have a glorious victory, 
or (if slayne) they should leave an everlasting name to posterity. Att last 
hee advised them to send speedy notice to the Generall, that they had ad- 
vantage to putt the worst on the enemy, if hee would send a strong party 
to face them on the other syde. This was immediately done, and the 
Whyte Knight asked his souldiers if they were willing to fight, who all 
answered they were never more desirous. Then he sent down first a small 
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party to defend the passage, and comanded as the enemy shott they 
should seem to flye a contrary way, which they did, and about 200 of the 
enemy followed them out of the passage. By that time the Whyte 
Knight had secretly sent down sixty Eire-lock musketeers, who gott between 
the enemy and the passage, and at theyre returne, the Whyte Knight, 
with the mayne body, came thundering downe, where between them all 
400 were then killed, and the passage cleered. Away they ran till they 
came to the mayne body of the enemy, leaving only twenty-five fire-arms 
att the passage. On tlus suddain and fierce assault, the enemy was much 
discouraged, yet fought mostfieircely and cloudily till they lost that place, 
being a large greene plott of ground within the woods and boggs. The 
number of 2000 men, seeing soe many fall on them on every syde, began 
to sluinke, which Donogh Cahessy, one of the Whyte Knight's sergeants 
seeing, being a lively and gallant ladd, cryed out with a loud voyce, and 
swore by the heavens that all y* enemy would make theyre escape, and 
that they were almost all gone already. Those of the enemy that were 
next, heering this, became amazed and fledd; and the L* Deputyes 
party on ye other side, having no opposition, and killed of them as many 
as they would. In the compasse of that greene plott of ground were 
slayne two thousand ^Ye hundred and odde men (as one that was there re- 
lated to mee), and the Whyte Knight lost of has men, from theyre first 
goeing out of theyre county to theyre returne, 135 men. In this fight hee 
was wounded in both his armes, and Gibbon was wounded in his head, 
after his head-piece was broken and thrown away. Gerald Fitz Thomas 
was grievously wounded with the blow of a sword on the lefte arme above 
the elbow. Maurice Fitz Garrett was deepely wounded on the left shoul- 
der. 

The Whyte Knight's party (as they deserved) had all the plunder of 
the field, but what they bestowed on friends. 

After this the Whyte Knight was mightily recommended by the Lord 
Deputy to her Majesty by his letters of favour, not only for this remark- 
able service, but for other his good and loyal services ; but I should never 
end if I should goe about to recite all his greate services in Queen Elizabeth's 
dayes. But Donagh M*Cragh, in his Irish poems, compiled in honour of 
the Whyte Knight, sayeth that only the late services of the Whyte 
Knight for the Crowne was sufficient (as Moses did the Israelites) to re- 
deeme all the Geraldines of Ireland from bondage. But notwithstanding 
all this, hee rather preferred strangers than his own family and relations. 
And also he lopt of his neerest branches, because his owne body should 
only growe and flourish the fayrer, and at last both body and branches 
withered, soe that nothing but devine providence can prevente its ruine. 

Hee began first with the house of Ardskeagh and deprived him of that 
Hveing, thence he came to David Fitzgerald, and from him tooke Killquane 
and his life too, and at last came neerer home to Garrett of Ballinlondry, 
and from him extorted those lands, and in consideration gave him eight 
large Irish acres and other freedomes in the lands of Ballynlondry, which 
were afterwards taken away in the yeare of transplantation by Sir William 
Fenton, and even of them that the poore heyre Gibbon Fitz Maurice is 
now deprived. 

This Edmond Fitz John the late Whyte Knight marryed Joane Tobyn, 
daughter to the Lord of Cumshionagh in the County of Tipperary, by 
whom he had issue two sons, Maurice and John ; and foure daughters, 

D 
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Joane marryed to Mac Donogh, and then to John Barry of Liscarroll ; 
Ellienor marryed to Mac Carty Rcagh, and afterwards to Florence Mac 
Cartye. She was the grandmother of Charles Mac Carty that now is. 
Honora was marryed to 0*Sulivane More, and had noe issue. Annie was 
first marryed to William Ryan, Lord of Oanhyes, and after marryed to 
James Butler of Derryloskan of neere alliance to the House of Ormonde. 
This Edmond the Whyte Knight marryed a second wife, Joane daughter 
of the Lord Muskerry , he had issue hy her two sonns, Edmond and David, 
and hoth dyed young. 

Maurice the heyre marryed Joane Butler, thS daughter of the Lord of 
Dunboyne, by whom hee had issue, Maurice and Margarett. Hee dyed at 
old Castletowne, before his father Edmond on a Satturday, being the 22"* 
of Apiill An". Dom. 1608, and Edmond his father the late Whyte Ejiight 
dyed the next day about eight of the clock in the morning, being Sunday. 

They were both buried togeather in the chappell of Killbeny and there 
remayned a weeke and were then removed irom thence to Kilmallock, and 
there lye in theyre owne tombe. 

John the second son of Edmond dyed in Bristoll, (being sickly and sent 
for his cure to the Bath) and is buryed in a decayed masse chappell about 
a myle out of Bristoll neere the hott welL 

This young Maurice then succeeded them, and marryed Thomesin 
daughter of Sir Thomas Browne of Ospittle in the County of Limerick, who 
had noe issue, but dyed soone after marryed, being about fourteene yearea 
old. His wife was afterwards marryed to Edmond Lord of Castle Con- 
nell, and was the mother of William now Lord of Castle Connell. 

Then succeeded Margarett daughter to Maurice, and grandchild to 
Edmond the late Whyte Knight, who was marryed to Sir William Fenton, 
by whom she had issue, William, Margaret, Maurice, and Katherine (be- 
sydes some that dyed very young). 

William the heyre, hee marryed Honora the daughter of Patrick L* of 
Kerry, they had noe issue liveing. William was drowned at King roade 
neere Bristoll (as he was coming out of Cornwall) after performing good 
service for King Charles the first. 

Hee was Major of horse to the L*. Hawley his Regiment of Horse. 
When his lady was informed of his death, she dyed presently in Bristoll, 
An®. Dom. 1643, being bigg with child or delivered, but the mother and 
child both dyed. 

Margarett the eldest daughter to Sir William Fenton was marryed to 
Sir William Courteney, they both dyed without issue. 

Sir Maurice Fenton, the heyre dyed in the lyfe tyme of his father and 
mother. Hee marryed Elizabeth daughter of Sir Hardresse Waller, by 
whom he had issue William and Margarett. 

Margaret dyed a child Aprill 13, 1667. Young Sir William Fenton suc- 
ceeded as the heyre of all that ever came from his ancestors, and as I fynd 
is the two and twentieth discent from Walter of Windsor, the son ofOtterus, 
the son of Mathieis, the son of Cosmus, the Greate Duke of Florence. 

This Sir William Fenton dyed young and without issue, being never 
marryed, by whose death all that estate descended to Catherine the young- 
est daughter of Sir William Fenton in right of her mother Margarett. 

Shee was marryed to John Lord Kingston deceased, by whom shee had 
issue two sons, Robert and John. This Lady dyed on IVyday the 22"* of 
May, 1666. 
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Lord Kingston now succeeds as heyre to the estate of the Whyte Knight, 
and besydes that, enjoys a fayre estate of his fathers own patrimony. 

The lineall descent and peddegree of the Whyte Knight y Coppyed out of 

MuUonexs hooke of Collections. 

Hee also describes the Coates of Armes of the Geraldines at they re first ar- 
rival to the conquest of Ireland with Kichard Strongbow, Earle of 
Pembroke. 

I will translate the same the best I can, out of the Irish tongue, in which 
I found the same. 

The Whyte Knights Pety degree. 

Cosmos — Greate D. of Florence. 
Matthias. 
Oteruss. 

Walter of Windsor. 
Gerald. 
Maurice. 
Gerald. 
Maurice. 
Thomas. 
John. 
Gilbert. 

Maurice — Knighted in Scotland by the King. 
David. 
John. 

Maurice — Knighted at Chepstow by the King. 
John. 
Maurice. 

John — Knighted in the field by E. Kildare, Lord Justice. 
John. 
Edmond. 
He describefif theyre Armes in the 3 Latine verses following, viz: — 

Ensignis proles primus fuit ille Geraldus, 
Addita sideribus, vitis, oliva tribus — 
Caesar in Argoni^ signa reperta dedit, &c.^ 

This, MuUonex explaynes thus — Gerald the first had added to his Armes 
(as the signes of his Aacestors) 3 starrs, 3 vyne branches, with 3 olive 
branches. And when they conquered the Kingdom of Hungary for Julius 
Ceesar, to add to theyre honor and in token thereof, he added to theyre 
Armes, a speare. When afterwards with martiall power and command 
they entered Florence, in Italy, and in sett battle (in which the Duke of 
Florence was slayne) subdued that whole land, they had the wilde Bo are 
given to them, wluch they still beare (in crest) of theyre Armes. 



1 In the margin of the . original MS. here are written the words "Anagr.H an- 
garia Argonia." 
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To ihc conquest of England they came with William the Conqueror, 
and under Ids command conquered Wales, and killed the greate Prince 
tliereof, and from him tooke the Dragon, which they still beare (as sup- 
jiorters) to theyre Arnies. 

This Molonex, in his booke of collections, as he received it from his 
Forefathers, who were (as I have sayed before) the chroniclers of the Geral- 
dines since theyl-e first coming into Ireland. 

Si dubiU'S nonion, vcl quo sim sanguine cretus, 
mihi Cognomen, mihi nomen exit. 
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NOTES, 



Page 4, line 17. — Scandalous imputation* 

In a manascript collection of historical memoirs of the Desmond Geraldines, lately in the 
possession of the Rev. George Edmund Cotter, of Rock Forest, near Mallow, Clerk of the 
Papers, State Paper Department, Dublin Castle, which shall be more fully described here- 
after, there is an account of the descent of the White Knight as follows : — 

'* It will be necessary for the reader to remember how in the beginning of those me- 
moirs it is observed that John Fitz Gerald, who, together with his father [recte son], were 
both slaine in a conflict with the McCarthys, at a place called Callen, near Glennerogh, on 
the bjrders of the county Kerry, was first married to [ ], daughter of [ ], by 

whom he had issue Tho^ his eldest son, and after her decease had to his- second wife 
Honora O'Connor, descended of Rotherick O'Connor, who was monarch of Ireland at the 
.time of the conquest of that nation under flenry the Second, King of England, by whom he 
had issue four sons — Gilbert, or Gibbon, of whom the White Knight ; 2, Maurice, of whom 
the Knights of Kerry ; 3, John, of whom the Knights of Glinn and the Lords of Clenglish ; 
4, and youngest, was Thomas, of whom that family distinguished the sept or seed of Kerry 
John, in Trewghanackmy in that county, tho some say this Thomas died without issue. 

" I shall here be attackt before I go further by some who, either thro ignorance, pre- 
judice, or both, do most injuriously and maliciously give out that those brethern were not 
the legitimate, but rather the natural issue of John of Callen, theire father before men- 
tioned, which is not strange, if we consider how customary it has been in all ages with 
some people, out of envy or emulation, to blacken as much as possible the reputation of 
others, in order, as it were, to render them contemptible in respect of themselves. But as it 
is a Christian established principle to ac^ it a base practice (tho it were true) to expose 
those blemishes or defects in our acquaintance which were before concealed and kept secret 
frcm the world, it must, therefore, be undoubtedly the greatest aggravation imaginable 
of the offence to slander men upon hearsay, untruths, and uncertainties, and allowed to be 
one of the most abominable vices in human nature, more especially when we see how 
frequently divers persons have been thus (without respect to thruth, or taking pains to 
be better informed) not only unjustly robbed of their honour, but by degrees have lost 
their respect and esteem due to their persons and characters, and thus it is that some of late 
years have sought to defame the progeny of those children, but inasmuch as there are as 
yet some of their issue who preserve dignity above others, and that Providence may here- 
after raise such of them as thro revolutions and misfortunes are not distinguished at present 
(with proper regard to ancestry) to greater degrees of Hon^ or preferment than what 
the}' now enjoy, and that by how much they are advanced the more will a stock of untar- 
ni;$hed fame be consequently requisite to estabhsh them in the good opinion of their equals, 
and to acquire the esteem of those of a lower rank, it would be unpardonable in a person 
who, after a long search and inquiry, finds this charge to be utterly false, before their 
genealogies be entered into, to suffer an offence of this nature to stand in their way, or to 
subsist any longer against them. I shall, therefore (in regard we are told in Holy Writ, that 
a good life hath but a few days, and that a good name endureth for ever), take upon me to 
set this afiaire in a clear light, and show the groundless foundation upon which this notion 
was erected, for surely a calumny of this nature, if not in law, must yet in conscience and 
good reason, be the greatest that people in any degree can be charged with. 

''In order to this, the reader is to understand, true it is that John, the father of those 
gentlemen we speak of, and whose genealogies and memoirs hereafter ensue, being a 
widower, did commit the tuition of Tho« his eldest son \recte grandson], to a fryery then 
at Tralee, and with them to be protected till such time (as he did afterwards) could find 
an opportunity of sending him to England, in regard that he and his father were then, 
and for a long time before, at constant feuds with the McCarthys, there to remain out of 
their reach, and in like manner did, after the death of his second wife, which happened about 
the same time, committ the tuition of those his children by her to the care of others with 

£ 
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whom he was in friendship, as the best means he could devise, in respect of their tender years, 
to [ireserve them from the fury and outrage of bisenemie — that is to say, Gilbert, or Gibbon, 
the eldest of them, was committed to the care of O'Cunneen, ludicriously called Gibboon 
OTunneen, whose estate and place of abode was situate in the county of Twomond ; 
Maurice, the second son, was sent to the tuition of Kennedy ; John, the third son, to 
O'CuUeain; and Thomas, the fourth and youngest son, to Tho' O'Connor; and such 
strict observers of tlieir trust were these gentlemen, that each of them, the better to conceal 
his ward, called him after his own name; for Gilbert was called Gilbert O'Cunneen, an<l 
sometimes Gibbon OH'unneen, the by- appellation of his said guardian ; and so on were the 
rest of the brethern in like manner; Maurice being surnamed O* Kennedy, John surnamed 
O'Culleain, and Thomas that of O'Connor ; and thu3 it was that those children were in their 
infancies educated and brought up till their father having composed matters with the 
McCarthys, and that a la^^ting peace was to ensue betwixt them, he thought it high time 
to call them home, that is to say, Gilbert being then no other than a stripling. This, 
notwithstanding, did not administer the least cause of suspicion (for anything that is trans- 
milted to posterity) "of the lawfulness of their birth, to the people of those times, because it 
is to be believed they will know there was no other reason for concealing them, or for keep- 
ing them for so long a time out of sight, than what is hereinbefore observed. Nevertheless it 
is from hence that such as became afterwards disaffected to theire posterity took occasion to 
object against their legitimacy, and to give out that those children were not begot or bom 
in lawfull wedlock, but rather in adultery, and upon the wifes of the persons in whose tuition 
they were— a strange piece of impudence, and indeed a very unlikely thing. Impudence, 
because the calumny does not extend to the persons they levelled at alone, but to the lawful 
issue of the ladys who are treated by them in this manner, which we must suppose were • 
very numerous, and whose legitimacy was never yet brought in question, since if this were 

true it may be as well sayd that those were the issue of w s as that the others were 

their bastards, and nothing involves such malice, prejudice, and untruth, that it is not to 
be credited. The affirmation, alsoe, of their being illegitimate is also unlikely ; for if we 
look back into those times, we shall find that the gentlemen to whose care and fidelity those 
children were committed, if at all, were little inferior, at least in their own thoughts, to any 
of the name of Fitz Gerald then in being, because they were not only each of them the 
chief of his own sept, but even then, and for many years after, in the possession of vast 
estates, which time out of mind were injoyed by them, the son instead of the father, 
successively; add to this the pride of the Irish in those days, for from a serious reflection 
thereupon we must own that those very gentlemen, in common with the rest of the primi- 
tive Irish race, could scarce think that any of those who were of English descent could be 
their equals, and that a greater affront could not be given to an Irish gentleman, even to 
this day, than to say he was a fosterer — that people of their distinction and in those times, 
would not descend so much beneath themselves as to undertake the nursing of the lawful 
issue of any of them, and much less that of their bastards, or that they would with any 
peace of mind ever joyn their wives, had they believed they were prostitutes, and had been 
convinced of their lewilness, which I do not in truth tind to be their case, and therefore must 
conclude it to be a very unlikely story, and that it is rather to be believed they never had 
the charge of those children after any other manner than at the request of John of Callan, 
their father, and as an act of fliend^>hip to protect them, and as it was a stratagem wh<^'» 
policy required to be put in practice at that juncture by a gent^"™ of English extraction such 
as he was, especially when it tended altog^ to the preservation of his posterity, and for him 
in particular, considering the situation he was in, and as he could not well know how farr 
the prejudice of th»» McCarthys could extend should his issue by any misfortune come into 
their hands, more e«*i)ecially as he was then at odds with them, and herein he could not be 
too careful, in regard it is to be supposed the people with whom he was at variance could 
not, without reluctance, behoM how this John, and his father, did lord over them in Desmond, 
a country where they of the name of M'Carthy until then, or not long*before, were better 
accustomed to govern than obey, and that their hatred, therefore, must be such, as he could 
not expect, but what they would lay holt on all opportunities of destroying him, root and 
branch ; for it was at least an age after this before those descended of the primitive Irish 
were tolerably reconciled to any of the descendants of the English who had a hand in the 
conquest of Ireland. Neither is it to be (scarce) doubted but they would have continued 
80 much longer, had not their frequent marriages and alliances with each other cultivated 
so good an understanding betwixt them, that in process of time animosities were, by the 
most part of them, layd aside all over the nation, and then, and not till then, as to the 
generality of them indeed, not to be very much trusted; so that what was transacted by 
John of Callan, in reference to his children, by committing them to the care of the gentle- 
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men before mentioned, was no other than what prudence required, and what in right reason 
ought not to be accounted a just cause to bring their legitmacy in question, but rather it 
should from thence be inferred, that he and his friends (with regard to them) acted nothing 
but what was consistent with the principles of honour and good nature, and that whosoever 
takes the matter in any otlier light may be well judged to be rash in their opinion, and the 
more so when such can be grounded only upon mere conjecture, for doubtless there is not 
a record to l»e found, or passage to be collected, either from English or Irish history, and 
to be produced, to evince the contrary. 

" The most material that ever yet came to my hands, and produced as an evidence of 
their illegitimacy, is taken from some of the Iri^h poetical works of one Daniel M'Darry 
M'Brodey, which I have recited in Irish, and translated into English (the best I could). 
To show, however, the prejudice or malice of some people would interpret the same, 
the words do not bear a construction that either the author meant any reflection by 
them upon their birth, or that in truth that the least evidence can be deduced from them 
to that effect. 

The words are as followeth: — 

"Oocuipc ceaptayi cluinb 
5o Seaman caoTtiglan Calluine 
piyi l/uai6i nap lom le cam, 
Ip naCa an bpam a beipim. 

Qnaimna an ceaptpap 6am 
Qcait) line lonap leabapaib 
5iobun 6 Cunnin a ccein ; 
Ip Seaman m6p o CuiUeam. 

TTluipip o Cinneibe coip 
Comap cpuait) 6 Con6ubap 
Ip labpin ni bpeug an bla6, 
Na pip gan eub gan uaman. 

Qn pit)ipe pi on 50 ptop 
'O.Siobum caoiti 6Cunntn; 
O Sean O Cuilleain gan $le 
Clan tSeain m6\{ na puppainge. 

Qn pa&po m pat) bpeuigi 
O IDuipip TTlcCinneibi, 
Do p6cin ni baoip an bpeadb 
Qn pibipi caoTh Ciapuisec. 

Slio6b §ean ni hiab nac bpuil 
O Comap o 6oncubap ; 
Q Cpiu6a nai6me uimne, 
a cCiapuige a cCopcabuibne. 

CO t)ocuip6. 

4 The above Irish is in English as under : — 

" To gentle John was at Gallon slaine. 
Four youthfiill sons were home returned agiine ; 
Men ne'ere of falsehood tainted in their fam3 
Of whome the progeny I mention came. 

The names of those four worthies in our books 
Will thus be found by whosoever looks ; 
From place remote came Gibbon O'Cunneen, 
And then the great and bold John O'Culleain. 



32 UNPUBLIBHED GERALDINE DOCUMF.NTS. 

The next was Maurice 0' Kennedy, who came, 
Then Tho". O'Connor, a hardy man by fame ; 
And these were men (its truth I do tell here), 
Who [felt] not either jealousie or fear. 

Of Gibbon O'Cunneen, the brip;ht, 
Are come the familys of the White Knight ; 
Of John O'CuUeain came, as we are told. 
The sons of sursingld John the Bold. 

What here I say take not to be a fiction, 
Nor yet the tale to be a base reflection ; 
The Kerry Knights as we the matter trace, 
Were all of Maurice 0' Kennedy's race. 

And Kerry John's, that sept who have the honour 
To spread ere since from Thomas Connor, 
Within the meres of Trewghanackmy ground, 
Situate in Kerry of Corkadweeveny found. 

** Some, perhaps, will say that the above is not a literal translation of the Irish origi- 
nal, yet as I suppose they must at the same time allow that I have therin given the 
full, true, and plaine meaninge of the author, it will be enough for my purpose, and 
takeing this for granted, I shall therefore make the following observations theron : — 
In the first place we are told that four youthful sons were sent home to John, who was 
slain at Callen, and that they were persons without blemish in their characters : that 
their names were Gibbon O'Cunneen, John O'CuUeain, Maurice O'Kennedy, and Tho". 
O'Connor: that of the first were descended the White Knights; of John O'CuUeain, 
the progeny of Sursingled John, viz., the Knights of GUnn, and the Lords of Cleng- 
lish; of Maurice O'Kennedy, the Knights of Kerry; and of the fourth and youngest 
son, viz., Tho». O'Connor, are descended the sept of Kerry John, in Trewghanackmy. 
Now, give me leave to ask, whether there be in the foregoing copy of the Irish origi- 
nal a word to be expounded or construed so as to bring anything equal to what may 
be understood a reflection either upon them or their posteritie, or that the author of 
that work ever expected he would be understood in such a sense, for if he designed to 
throw scandaU upon them, is it to be supposed he would deliver his thoughts in any 
ambiguous words, but rather that he would plainly declare, they were indeed the 
spurious issue of John of Callan, had he either known or really believed them to be 
soe ? nor for that reason is it Ukewise to be doubted but what he would have coUected 
and written anything that ought to bring scandaU upon them, but soe far may it be 
reasonably believed from any thought of that kind, that he rather magnifies them, 
when he says they were a youthful, active, and gaUant people, whose hon" were never 
tainted, &c. 

"As for their being caUed after the several sirnames of the gentlemen in whose 
tuition they were, I believe that wiU never be taken as a sufiScient evidence against 
their legitimacy, but rather as an insuperable proof in their favour. Who can think 
that those gentlemen who were their guardians would suffer such to be caUed after 
their names, had they known them to be the spurious or unlawful offspring of another, 
or consequf^ntly that the author of the hereinbefore-recited poem, ever intended more by 
teUing they were soe named, than what theire severaU issues at this day do allow to be 
true, that is to say, that they were caUed after the names of their said guardians whilst 
it was necessary they should be kept out of sight, and concealed from theire father's 
enemies, upon the motives hereinbefore set forth, and whoever considers what vast 
estates were settled upon them first by John, their father, in his Ufetime ; next, the 
addition made thereunto by their elder and half-brother, and afterwards by theire s<*. 
brother's son (their nephew), as will be shewn when I come to treat of their genealo- 
gies, wiU hardly conceive that such and so great notice would be taken of them had 
they been illegitimate, or that settlements would be made upon them equal at least to 
that of the greatest commoners in the province of Munstcr, or that they would soe 
early come into such great and considerable allyances in England and Ireland, did, and 
have frequently done ever since, had they layn under such an imputation or calumny, 
from whence I therefore reasume to say that the aspersion is both groundless and im- 
pudent ; and that an impartial and unbiassed reader wiU be of the same mind." 
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The " Daniel M'Darry M*Brodey'* quoted in the foregoing extract is Domhnall 
Mac Daire Mac Bruide, and as the author of the Cotter MS. has given both a corrupt 
version of the Irish, and an incoiTect translation, we here append a transcript of the 
original Irish, with a translation, both furnished by Mr. J. O'Beime Crowe, from the 

Royal Irish Academy MS. ^^ p. 203 : — 

"TTIui|itp mace Seasam an CuiUuiTine bOTnayibaft rnapaon len acaip. 
Ingean cSeabppa bean ITIuipip' i ap i a puaip eeanap Ceapui&e, -j ctop 
beap-TTluman : asup ip bo THuipip po bo mace Comap an Qpa. Dobabap 
ceacpap mac eile 05 Seaan Callutne po, an eagmuip a mic len a mna6i 
popca .1. 5iot>un le mgin Coimn (o $iobun botanic an "Ribipe fhonn gan a 
plio6c) : Seaan na Suppaine le ingin Ui Collean (o Seaan aca cigeapna na 
Claon-glaipe ec Ribipe an $leana) : TTluipip le ingin Cmneibe (o llluipip aca 
an Hibipe Ciapuibe) : Comap le insin Ui Con6obaip (-| o Comap acaib ^ea- 
palcai5 Dui[b]nea6a.'* 

Translatimi. — Maurice, son of John of the CuUuinn, was killed together with his 
father. The daughter of Geoflfrey was the wife of Maurice, and it is she who obtained 
the headship of Kerry, and the rent of Desmond : and to this Maurice Thomas of the 
Ape was son. This John of Calluinn had four other sons besides his son with his 
married woman, namely, Giobun by the daughter of Coinin (from Giobun came the 
"White Knight with his race) : John of the Girdle by the daughter of Ua Coillean 
(from John are the Lord of Cluan-Glais and the Bjiight of the Glen) : Maurice by the 
daughter of Cinneide (from Maurice is the Knight of Kerry) : Thomas by the daughter 
of Ua Conchobhair (and from Thomas are the Fitzgeralds of Duibhne). 

The Manuscript continues uninterruptedly thus : — 

"Qg po mup abeip Domnall TTlac Daipe mac bpuibeb .i. oUariimait pe 
T^ean6up ap an cceabpap dame pin Seaam Callumne [m] buan bopin bo 
$eapalca6[aib]. 

"Oo6uipe& ceacpup cloinne 
50 Seaan Caoim slan Calluine, 
Pip luata na plom le cdin, 
Ip ua6 an bpeam abeapam. 



Qnmann an ceacpap cam 
Qcaib linne nap leabpaib: 
Jiobtin Ua Comtn agcfiin 
Ip Seaan m6p 6 Coileain. 



TTluipip o Cmneibe gan 6oip, 
Comap cpuaib 6 Con6obaip : 
dy lab pin— ni bpeag an blab — 
Na pip gan eab, gan uaman. 



a Ribipe pionn 50 pi op 
O' gui^uTi 6aom o Coinin : 
O Seaan o Coilean gan gle, 
Clan cSeaain itioip na Suppamge. 



Qn pab po nt pab bpeige 
O THuipip mace Cinneibe, 
Ua po6in, ni baop a bpea6. 
a Ribipe 6aom Ciapui6ea6. 



1 In the following corresponding extract (iin- thus corrected, the trans, -would be : — " She who 
der line 29) this word " Muiris" is transferred was wife to Maurice is the daughter of Geof- 
from iti proper place, that is, after do = " to ;" frey," which accords witii the preseot extract. 
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8lio6c SeaaiTi ni Inab na6 bpuil 

O Comap O Conc]»obai]i ; 

G C|iiu6a an aicmo unno 

G 5^'^pu'^o a SCoyica Duibno." 

Translation. — This is how Domhnall MacDairo MacBniide, tliat is, a good Ollave 
for antiquity, speaks of those four sons of John of Callan, in a poem he made for the 
Geraldines : — 



Four sons were sent 
To handsome, pure John of Callan ; 
Active men who inclined not to reproach,- 
It is from them the throng we shall say. 



The names of the generous four 
Are with us in our books — 
Giobun Ua Coinin from afar. 
And great John O'Ccjilcain. 



Maurice O'Cinneido without ^lilt, 
Hardy Thomas O'Conchobhair — 
These are, no deception their fame. 
The men witliout jealousy, without fear. 



The White Knight [is] truly, 
From handsome O'Giobun O'Coinin; 
From John O'Coilean without deception, 
The Clann t-Suain of the Girdle. 



This saying is not a saying of falsehood — 
From Maurice Mac Cinneide — 
From liim descended, not ignoble his aspect— 
The handsome Knight of Kerry. 

6 

The race of John, it is not they that are not 

From Thomas O'Conchobhair : 

In Triucha their tribe of splendour, 

In Kerry in Corca Duibhne. 

The Manuscrijit J^-- is a Paper Folio, and is pretty fairly written, but modem. 

The Mac Brodys were OUaves of the O'Briens of Clare. Except in this passage, the 
poem, from which this extract is taken, is always attributed to Muiredach O'Daly. 
See O'Kuilly's Iri.sh Writers, at A. D. 1600. In liis Irinh "Antiquarian Researches," 
under the heading ** Geroldino Knights," the late Sir WilUam Beiham (Vol. I., p. 229) 
says : — *' It has l>een asserted that these Knights were descended from illegitimate children 
of an Earl of Desmond ; and it is found so stated in pedigrees bearing the very respectable 
name (whether truly or not I cannot say} of Sir George Carcw, afterwards Lord Totness, 
L(jrd Prcfaident of Munster, and Lord Deputy of Ireland, in the reign of Elizabeth. 
But tills statement must be erroneous, for I find the Knight of Glynn mentioned on 
the records before the date of the creation of the earldom (of Desmond), in 1329." 

At page 234, he adds: " It has generally been supposed that these were 
titles granted by the Earls of Desmond as palatine earls of the county of Kerry ; 
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but this is not possible, for two of them, the White Knight and the Knight of Glynn, 
are not teithin his palatine jurisdiction ; besides, they existed in the reign of Henry the 
Third, one hundred years before the creation of the earldom (of Desmond), in 1329, in 
the great uncles of the first Earl of Desmond/' 

Page 4, line 24 Old Throna Mulionox. 

This name, which is variously written by our Author "Mulionox," "Mullonex," 
and " Molonex," has been sadly blundered either by him or his authorities ; and but 
for his preservation of the Christian name in a somewhat less corrupt form, might have 
eluded identification. Having submitted a proof of the passage above cited to Mr. 
William M. Hennessy, we are enabled, on his authority, to state that this " old Throna 
Mulionox'* can be no other than Toma O'Maelconaire, who died A. D. 1467, according 
to the "Annals of Lough C^''^ (Vol. II., p. 169). This work, lately edited for the Master 
of the Rolls by Mr. Hennessy, states in a note, that Toma O'Maelconaire (or O'Mul- 
conry) died, according to the " Annals of Connaught/' at his own house at Lis Ferbain, 
or Lis Gerbain. There was an older Toma who died in 1310, but it cannot be to him 
that our Author refers by the term "old." Under the year 1532, the "Annals of 
Lough Ce" record the death of a Toma, the son of Toma O'Maelconaire, and it is 
probably to distinguish his authority from this younger Toma that the epithet " old'* 
was used. 

Ih. line 25 Whose Ancestors were the cheif Chroniclers and Registers for the 

Qeraldines, 

The O'Mulconrys were Chief Ollaves of the Province of Connaught ("Annals of 
Lough C^," Vol. i., p. 469), that is of the O'Connors and their co-relatives who derived 
their tribe name of Sil-Muiredaigh from their ancestor, Muiredach Muidethain. We 
have the statement of our MS. corroborated by the " Annals of Lough Ce," in whi(^ 
we find the following passage, under the year 1519 : — "Mailin, son of Toma O'Mael- 
chonaire, OUamh of Sil-Muiredaigh, a man full of prosperity and learning ; a man 
whom the Geraldine Foreigners chose before the OUamhs of Erinn died." 

Ih. line 28.— .T/itj verselsay^ by an unworthy person of Connaught was altered 

and corrupted. 

A search amongst the MSS. collection in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy 
made by Mr. J. O'Beime Crowe has not ended in discovery of the verse in question. 

But in the Royal Irish Academy MS. ^^^ p. 70,^ is an unequivocal prose statement 

of Torna's, but whether altered or coiTupted by any unworthy Connaught Ollamh it 
is now impossible to say. The extract and translation are by Mr. Crowe : — 

" muiptf mace S6a$ain tallumne t)oniapba6 TYiupaon 16 an ataip, ap i bd 
bean bo ingen cSeabppaig [.i. t)o] TTIuip^ip. Qp t bopuaip ceannap Ciaptii&ei 
ciop beap-TTIuman -j ip bo'n TTIuipip [p]eo bobo mace Comdp an Qpab 
Oobtobap ceacapap mace ats an Se<T§an po, na6 ap 6lann p6pba .i. TTIuipip 
buibe O 6in6ibe: Sedgan 0'Coil6an, giobtin O' Coimnn i Tomap an Cpiucha. 
O' ITluipip aca an ptbipe Ciaptiibeb, o 6Sed5an na Suippinge pibipe an 
gleanna •\ Ciagepna na Claonslaipe, o tomdp mac insena Ut Con6ubaip 
aca 5eapalcai5 Duibnea6a." 

Translation. — Maurice, son of John of Calluin was killed together with his father. 
She who was wife to him is the daughter of Geoflrey [that is to] Maurice. It is she 
who obtained the headship of Kerry and the rent of Desmond : and to this Maurice 
Thomas of the Ape was son. This John had four sons, who were not children of 
marriage — ^namely. Yellow Maurice O'Kennedy, John O'Coilean, Giobun O'Choininn, 
and Thomas of Triucha. From Maurice is the Knight of Kerry : from John of the 
Girdle are the Knight of Glen and the Lord of Claon-glais : from Thomas son of the 
daughter of O'Conchobar are the Fitzgeralds of Duibhne. 

1 " O'Maelchonaire, i. e. Toma son of Mailin hands, and at various times. The extract is 
mortuus est." taken from Toma O'Maelconaire's Pedigree of 

2 This manuscript is a compilation by various the Geraldines. 
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Page 4, Hue 30. — These foure Brothers, 

Sir TVilliam Betham, in the work above quoted, Vol. I., p. 228, has the following 
passafice, giving the result of liis inquiries into the history of these branches of the 
Geraldine race : — 

*' I shall not attempt to give a hiistor^^ or connected pedigree, of the Geraldine 
families, which would swell the article to a great length, but merely a short expla- 
natory account of their anomalous titles or dignities, commonly called the White Knight, 
the knight of Kerry, and the Knight of Glynn, or the Valley. 

"The peculiarity «)f these titles, their acknowledged antiquity, combined with the 
elevated situation of the persons who enjoy them, together with their total dissimilitude 
from any distinguishing appellation of honour existing in England, have frequently excited 
attention and curiosity in no small degree. In the obscurity which hangs over their 
origin, they resemble tliose singular Milesian cognominat or soubriquets, which, in a few 
families, have descended to the present day, as in the instance of O' Conor Don, Mac 
Dermott Roe, and some others ; and, in fact, so ancient are these Geraldine titles that 
their very possessors are actually unacquainted with the nature or origin of their own 
dignities. 

" The Earl of Kingston is representative of the family of Fitz Gibbon, the "White 
Knight ; John Fitz Gerald, Esq., the Knight of Glynn ; and the Hon. Manrice Fitz Gerald, 
the Knight of Kerry. ............ 

" According to several ancient Irish MSS. in my possession, and others which I have 
consulted, the true history of the descent of these knights is as hereafter stated. I must 
also a<ld. that the ancient records of the kingdom — the patent, plea, and pipe rolls — strongly 
corroborate the statement of the Irish MSS. : — 

**.)ohn Fitz Thomas, first Lord of Decies and Desmond, before mentioned, married, to his 
second wife, Ilonora, daughter of Phelim O'Connor, Kerry, by whom he had four sons : 
" 1. Gilbert, from whom descended the White Kniglit ; 
** 2. John, ancestor of the Knight of Glynn ; 
" 3. Maurice, from whom the Knight of Kerry descended ; and 
'♦ 4. Thomas. anci'Stor to the Fitz Gerald of the Island of Kerrv. 

** The IVhite Knight. — To Gilbert Fitz John, the eldest of these sons, his father gave the 
manors of Castleton and Mitchelstown, in the county of Cork, and other large possessions. 
His son, Maurice, was called Fitz Gibbon, i. e. son of Gilbert, as were his descendants ; 
by the Irish, they were called Clan Gibbon, the tribe of Gibbon ; and by the Hiberno- 
Normans, Fitz Gibbon. 

" This Gilbert was of fair hair and complexion, and, being knighted, was called the 
White Knight; and by the \r'\s\i Ryther-a-Jin. Ilis eldest male descendants were con- 
stantly ii^nominated by that title until the time of Queen Elizabeth, when John Oge Fitz 
Gil)bon. the then White Knight, who had taken an active part in the rebellion of his kins- 
man, the Karl of Desmond, was attainted by Act of Parliament, after his death, by the 
name of John Fitz Gerald, the. White Knight, or John Oge Fitz John, Knight, Fitz 
Gibbon. Tliis attainder was afterwards reversed by royal pardon,^ 27th Jan., 1560, and 
his son, pjdinond Fitz Gibbon, the Wliito Knight, had a grant of all bis father's possessions, 
by patent dated 9th Aug., loDO. He had three sons — Maurice, his heir, John, and 
Edinoinl ; the two latter died vr.miarried. 

'• Manrice Fitz Gibbon succeede<i hisfather,2and, having married Joan, daughter of James, 
Lord Dunboyne, had a son, Maurice, who succeeded hini, but died witlu^ut issue, and a daugh- 
ter Margaret, who inherited the vast possessions of the family. This lady became the wife of 
Sir William Fenton, Knight, by whom she had two sons — Sir William, who died without 
issue ; and Sir Maurice, whose only son, Sir William, dying without issue, was succeeded 
in his estates by his aunt, Katharine, only <langhter of Sir William Fenton by Margaret 
Fitz Gibbon: she became the wife of Sir John King, Knight, afterwards IJaron Khigston, 
whose great granddaughter was sole heiress of the family, and the wife of Kichard Fitz 
Gerald, of Mount Ophaly, in Kildare, Ksqre., by whom she had one only daughter and 
heiress, Caroline, who was married to Robert, Earl of Kingston, whose eldest son and heir, 
liobert. Earl of Kingston, is now possessor of this estate, and representative of the family 
of the White Knights. There are, however, male branches of this ancient family still in 
existence, bearing the name of Fitz Gibbon, and others that of Fitz Gerald. There was a 



1 As this John did not die till 1570, there must * This is also a mistake, as Maurice waskilled 

be some mistake here.— Ed. at Lixiiaw in his father's life-time. — En. 
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braiich settled tu Castle Cum, in the County of Cork, from whom ia descended tlid Right 
Hon. James Fitz Gerald, late Prime Serjeant of Ireland.^ 

** Knight cfGlj^m, or the Valley, — Sir John Fitz John, the second son of the Lord of 
Decies and Desmond, bad a grant of the ca«tles and manors of Glyncorbery and Beagh, in 
the County of Limerick. He and bis descendants are styled, in the ancient records, 
Joiianives filias Jobannis del Glynn, miles, and Thomas Fitz Johannis del Glyncorbry, 
miles; and this before the creation of the earldom of Desmond. His descendant, Thomas 
Fitz Gerald, Knight of the Valley, otherwise Knight of Glynn, was attainted for rebellion, 
by Act of Parliament, ia the eleventh year of Queen Elizabeth ; but his grandson, £dm>>nd 
Fitz Gerald, was pardoned, and restored to his estates 25th Nov., 1603. The estate and 
title descended to John Frauncis Fitz Gerald, the present Knight of the Glynn. 

** Knight of Kerry To Sir Maurice Fitz John, third son of the Lord of Desmond and 

Decies, by bis second wife, Honora O'Connor, his father gave tbe lordship of Inismore, in 
the County of Kerry, with other ample possessions. He was styled the Black Knight, 
fi'om his complexion [more generally the Green Knight], and the Knight of Kerry, from 
bis possessions. Tbe former title was seldom used ; but bis eldest male descendant has in- 
variably borne the title of the Knight of Kerry. The Right Hon. Maurice Fitz Gerald, 
M. P. for the County of Kerr}', is the undoubted eldest male descendant of this ancient 
family. ..... 

**In those early times all persons who held by knight's service a quantity of land, 
called a kuighfefeA, and upwards, were compellable to take knighthood, under a penalty of a 
fine; and there are many entries on tbe rolls to show that it was often imposed quia nondum 
mileM ; in fact, all persons of high rank took tbe honour, and a nobleman who was not a 
knight was always styled esquire — * John Nugent, Esq., Baron of Delvin,' &c., &c. 

** From all these circumstances, and (torn the frequency of the beads of the noble Geraldines 
filling tlie situation of Viceroy, they would naturally keep up and support tbe dignity of tbe 
branches of their own families ; and the beads of the branches being always knights, and 
themsdves being Geraldines, and often of the same sirname, it became necessary for dis- 
tinction to designate them by particular appellations, which soon became familiar, and fixed 
as their surnames, until their origin was forgotten." 

De Bui^o'is equally explicit as to tbe legitimacy of the four brothers, but states that 
their mother was Honoria, daughter of Hugh O'Connor' titular King of Connaught 
(^'Hibernia Dominicana,'* § 10, p. 238 note). In a subsequent passage, in connection 
with the foundation of tli® l>ominican Monastery of St. Saviour, at Kilmallock, he styles 
Gibbon the grand uncle of the Karl of Desmond. Tbe following is a translation of this 
passage (Id. § xxiv., p. 284) : — ** This monastery was built by the grand-uncle (pro- 
patruo)ol tbe before- mentioned Earl of Desmond — that is, Gilbert Geraldine, in Irish 
Gibbon, being the second 3f tlie four sons of John of Callan, Baron of Ophaly, the founder 
of our Convent of Tralee, ancestor of tbe White Knight, as they call him, or of the Clan 
Gibbon, and of the entire family to which the surname Fitz Gibbon is given.'* 

In connexion with this question, it is important to observe, that a pedigree of the Earls 
of Desmond, preserved in the British Museum (Add. MSS., 4814), in the words of a leu a I 
deed, makes Thomas A n-Appagh term Gibbon *Miis father's brotber," or paternal uncle 
{patruue meus)^ quoting the legal document whereby he granted to him the manors of 
Means and Mabaunagh. The passage is here extracted : — ; 

**John Fitz Thomas, vulgo of Callen, was killed there by Fineeiie McCarthy Reagh, 
vulgo of Kinroane, in 1261, the next year after his father's death. This John had two wives, 
as hereafter, by whom bee bad issue, viz., by bis first wife [ ] the daughter of 

[ 3 bee had Maurice who was slaine alongo with himselfe and buryed 

alonge with him in tbe Dominican Friery of Traly whicb bee himselfe built 1243, and bis 
second wife Honora daughter of Pbelim M*Hugh O'Connor of Connaught, by whom as 
Tornha 0*Mulconry sayes the said Maurice [recte John] had ffoure sonnes young 
children when tbeire father and grandfather [recte brother] were killed at Callen as afore- 



' The late Dr. Johu O'Donovan says, in an ar- 
ticle entitled : " The Descendants of tbe Last 
Earls of Desmond," printed in part No. 21, Jan., 
1858, p. 95. of " Tbe Ulster Journal of ArcheBO- 
logy," that ** at the time of the visit of his Ma- 
jesty King Oeorge lY. to Ireland, in 1821, tue 
daim of the £arl of Kingston, 1^ be allowed 
a place on pubUo occasions, as *The White 
Knight,' in oompany with the Knight of Kerry, 
was successfully opposed by William Yesey Fitz- 
gerald (afterwards Lord Fitsgerald of Do^ond 



and of Clangibbon) eldest sou of the Right Hun. 
James Fitzgerald." See Pedigree (D) of Fitz- 
gerald of the Great Wood or Killmore, to be here- 
after given, for the true version of this descent. 
2 There seems to be inextricable confusion in 
the most ancient as well as the modem authori- 
ties for this match. But the balance of probabi- 
lity is in f avotir of John of Callan having allied 
himself with O'Connor Kerry as being more 
likely to strengthen the local influouoo of the 
Ouraldincs. 



F 
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Mid, and with thetre foster father, and for some ycares after disguised and reputed vulgarlie 
by the name of tht-ire foster father* untill the Fitz Geralds recovered power againe; viz., 
Gilbert the eldest of them, nursed by one Gibbon 0*Caneene, who was called (JiblxMi 
though christned Gilbert, and to whom his nephew lliomas Simiacus gave Meane in these 
wordd — dedi et etneeetti patruo meo GUberto filio Johanni* teriitorium mewn de Meane ; 
« hich deed is in the pa|>ers that Sir \Y™« Fenton had. Tliis Gilberts eldest sonn, S>r 
Klaurice, Mho went into the ex|)edition of Scotlande, was the first that was called the White 
Knight, and Gilbert or Gibbon hU second sonn of whom McGibbon of Mahawnagh. 

** John Mcond sonn of Maurice \recte John] aforesaid by Honora 0*Connor (vulgo na mr' 
«aijie), of whom the Knight of the Glynn and Cleng1i>h families. 

** Maurice called in his minoritie and disguise Maurice 6t<y 0*Kennedy, from his foater 
father, which Maurice was knighted in Scotland and was called the Greene Knight wliOKe 
heires gott the appellation of Knight of Kerry since, of whom descended tlie Fitz Geralds 
of Imukilly in general!, of Allen in the countie of Kildare, and Burnchurch, Brownesfoord 
and (lurteenes in the countie of Kilkennv, and not knowne of eny issue of the Fourth.'*-^ 
(Folioe 40-41). 

M'hat makes this statement more reliable is the reference to the original deed, as then 
prf served among the pai>ers of Sir William Fenton, who was the representative of the labt 
White KnigUt. 

in a Ms. (tedigree, drawn up by the Chevalier O'Gorman to illustrate the descent of the 
Earl of Clare, and wliic4i will be herehfter referred to, it is affirmed that Gibbon, **got for 
his inheritance a great tract of country extenoin^ uito the counties of Cork and Limerick, 
24 miles in lengtli by 12 in breadth, which was confirmed to him by Letters Patent b\ 
King Henry 111., A.I). 1270.'* 

With regard to Sir Wm. Bethanrs assertion as to the early record of the knightly titles of 
iheee descendants of John of Callan, it rests on his statement:; alone ; but as he had free access 
to the ancient Tipe and Tlea KoUs, then in his custody in the Kecord Tower, Dublin Castle, 
we should be inclined to give it some weight, but that a recent search in these iSoUs down to 
the year 1400 has had a negative result. It is, however, to be hoped that there 
vill soon be available a calendar to these inyuluable records, as they have been for 
some \ears deposited in the Tublic Kecord Ofiice, Four Courts, Dublin. Our manuscript 
account of the White Knight states (p. 7 supra.) that the titles weie conferred in Scotland 
after the Battle of llalidon Hill, where the sons of the three brothers fought on the Englibh 
hide, holding important commands in the Irish contingent brought over by Lord Justice 
Durcy. I'he earliest undoubted evidence we are enabled to bring forward as to those here- 
tiitniy knightly titles is to be found printed in the new edition of K^'uier's '^Fuadera," from 
Mhich it luis been copied into the ** Liber Munerum Uibernise," Part IV. p. 102. It is a 
} ardon granted by Ilinry VII., in 1496 (tested by the king himself at Lewes, on August 26) 
to the Larl of DcfcUioiid and oiheis, including: — 

•* Domino Maurido le Vhite Knight. 
Domino Mauricio Militi dc Kcm'e. 
Domino Edmundo Militi de 'Wuley.' 

'iliese pardons a{tpcar to have been granted for complicity in the rebellion of Peikin 
M aibeck, and aie enrolltd in the English Bot. Pat., 12, lieu. Vll., ni. 9. 

Pnge 5, line 4. — Theyre said Fosterers', 

O'Clery, in his Pook of Pedigrees, gives the following account of this fostering of the 
suUH of John ofCullan : the iranclation heie given is by the late Mr. J. O'Beirne Crowe : — 

** 'ihe death of John and of his son, that is, Maurice, in Callan of Glend Ua Ri'achtain 
in Desmond : and it is that John who dedicated the Monaster}* of Tralee to God for his 
own soul, a while before hiit death ; and it isthi.t Jclin, son of Thomas, and his son Maurice 
who are the tirbt pair of Geraldines that were buried in the Monastery of Tralee : in the 
north side of il they were buiied, 1270. And that John was without issue when dying. 



> Miss llicksou has drawn our attention to Sir 
Henry Maine's observations in his latest valuable 
work on ** Early Institutions," as follows : **It 
Si cms to me also in the highest degree natural, 
that «//t»;t<uer/ielationBhip, 'when introduced into 
a tiibul society like that of the ancient liish, 
Hliould dottely useimilate itself to 6/o(;<2relatioi< - 
ship. It.ficcuicd to English critics monstrouB, 
that the bumc mother's milk should produce in 



Ireland the same close affection as did common 
paternity in their own country, llie true esk- 
planation is one which is only now dawning on 
us. It was that fosteiage was an institutioii. 
which, though artificial in its commencement, 
was natural in its operation, and that the rela- 
tions of foster pai-ent and foster child tended in 
that stage of feeling to Lccbme indistinguish- 
able (rem the lelatiou of father and bon." 
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89ve that his sou's wife was pregnant. And another large offspring was sent him before 
his death, namely Yellow Maurice tJa Cinueide, from whom are Clan Meio an Kidire ; and 
Gibun Ua Ouinin, from whom are Claiin Gtbun : Seaiu Mor ua Cuilne, from whom 
are Clann Seaain Moir na Sursuindi [of the Girdle] : Thomas, from whom are Clann 
Tomais of Triucha." 

In his Book of Pedigrees, Dubaltach Mac Fhirbisigh (MacFirbis) quotes Muiredach 
0* Daly's Historical Poem on the Gera1dines,i in which the fostering of John of Callaii's 
80 IS are thus alluded to: the translation here subjuined is by 2i[r. J. (>*Beirae Crowe : — 

** The names of the generations purely 
We have in our book : 
Giobun 0*Coinin from afar. 
And Juhn from Ua Coilen. 

Maurice O'Eeunedy without guiit, 

Hardy Thomas O'Conchobair : 
These are, no deception their tump, 

The men without jealousy, without fear. 

The White Knight, truly, is 

From handsunie Gibbon O'Coinin: 
From John O'Coilen without conceahneut, 

The Clann t-Sheaiu of the Girdle. 

Tins saying is not a saying of falsehood, 

On Maurice 0' Kennedy : 
From him descended, not ignoble his a^^pcct. 

The fair Knight of Kerry. 

The race of John are not they that -are not 

From Thomas O'Chonchobair, 
The cantreds of the sept,^ indeed. 

Are Kerry, and Oorca Duibhne.'' 

It will be seen that the question of illegitimacy is not discussed or conibattd by any of 
these Irish writers, which is not to be wondered at, as a descent which had not the sanction 
of marriage did nut vitiate Irish chieftain rank, and therefore it could not occur to 0*Mul- 
conry, O'Clery, Mac Brody, O'Daly, or MacFirbis, that it was necessary to defend these 
branches of the Geraldines from such a charge. The Irish writers always called a ba«taid 
leanamh tabharthuj a "presented cliild'* — a very mild term. How little derogatory such 
a descent was thought by the similarly Hilernicised septs of the De Burgus of Mayo 
may be seen by the fuUowing cunous extract from a letter written by Sir U.Bingham, 
Govfrnor cf Connaught, to Burgley, dated Feb. 8th, 1586-7, taken from the original iu 
the Public Kecurd Office, London : — 

<* I haue cawsed to be drawne fourtlie the plate of the countie of Sllgo and 

Uayo, w^^ the confines of other countries ioyuing upon the same and so the place where 
the Scotts made their entery into the Province, and howe they tooke their waie and marclie 
into the same, and also howe long they made their stale and aboade at euery place, untill 
suche tyme as they were overthrowne. As likewise the whole countie of lilavo, detiyded 
into his barronies (the w<^^ ar x), w^^ the petigrees and howseis of the Buiks, and w*^ wf 
them do possess suche Barronies and suche. As also w^'' are the most deuilishe septes, w<^^ 
are the Tyranicall septs, w<^^ ar the septs of the greatest extortioners, and \i*=^ are the 
wjorste and most notehable Theiues, For when I haue iustlie considered of Uiem all, I linde 
that there is ueuer a beste of thube lowe country Burks, for as th' one doo excetd th' other 



1 0*Daly in this poem alludes to Torna ^ The cantreds of the sept, Triucha-an- 

O'Mulcoury's Poem — ^" Ca mod Qabala," aad aicme. From this ancient territorial designa- 

adds that he will himself write another x>ocm tioa has come the modem name of the barouy oi 

4^ter him, on the f>uue subjoct. Xrughanacmy, Co. Kexry 
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in «ptoet to rvble (w«^ is the howse of Ullick) soe the aept of Bycoard M« Edmond NefpM>> 
gii, is as forward in his cutting exactiones and other tyraniea as the former sept. Tlio 
sept of Tybbott and Riocard M<^ Walter, is no less forward in their extortiones and Theuires 
then th* other former septs. And as yo' Lp doo see here the petigree drawne of them as 
tb'>Uiche they weare by right and lyniall desent, yet it is to be understood that few of them, 
baue euer hade lawfull wyuee, but when as suche women as they hade were growne to 
bironnes or otlier Infermities, then they put them awaie and toolce other, so tLai som o 
them hath hade xxx^> childeren by vii or viii seuerall women and basterdes all. And as 
tha number of them w<:^ are called Burks are manie, so ar tliere a great manie more Burks 
called by other nvmes, as namly the septe of the Ciangibbones, w<:^ is a gpreat septe, all 
the sept of the M<^ Jonynes ar Burks, all the sept of the Clan Elkines ar Burks, all the 
sept of the Clanphillpines ar burks, and also all the sept of the Clan Anthonies ar burlu. 
All w^^ Burks aforesaide ar lying w^in the countie of Mayo, and ar termed the lower 
Bjrks, and are utter enymies to the bowse of Clanridcard and the Burks in the countie of 
Galwaie." 

Page 5, line 12 Oibhon CfCunyne. 

MacFirbis, MacBrody, and O'Mulchonry, give the Irish as 0*Cuininor O'Coinin, and 
stale that tlie locality of the fosterer of this son of Jolm of Callans was **from afar:** our 
author mentions Thomond as O'Coinins country The name of O'Coinin is a corruption of 
Ui Chonaing, the name of a sept whose chief seat was Caislen-Ui-Chonaing, in Thomand, 
now further corrupted to Castleconnell (Go. Dmerick). The sept of Ui-Clionaing was once 
very powerful ; but was dispossessed by the Burtses soon after the English invasion. 

lb. line 17 O'Cullane. 

The Irish authorities call him Coileain.^ The family of 0*Coilein (Anglice CuUane or 
Collins), bad extensive possessions in the barony of Connello, Co. Limerick, at and after 
the Auglo-Nurman invasion. Even as late as the reign of Edward III., some members 
of the sept were possessed of large properties. The name is still borne by numerous persons 
iu Cuuuello, and in the northern part of Kerry. 

lb. line 18 0' Kennedy. 

Maurice's fosterer was, perhaps, one of the Ua Ceiimede who were seated in the district of 
Ui-mBloid, iu the new barony of Tulla, Co. Clare; out of which they were driven in 1818, 
by Turlough O'Brien, on account of the assistance they had given to his enemy, I>e Clare. 
They afterwards settled in Lower Ormoud. The name Ci*mBloid is atill pieserved in the 
Deanery of O'Mulluid. 

lb. line 19. — Dermod O Knocker. 

llie Irish Authorities and the " Cotter MS." name him Tliomas, not Dermod Con- 
chobair, or O'Connor ; the latter places him in Connaught, but the former give us no clue 
to trace the branch of O'Connor's race to which the fosterer of the ancestor of the fourth 
son belonged. As the second wife of John of Callan was most probably a daughter »if 
O'Connor Kerry, it may be concluded that his fourUi son was fostered by that tribe of the 
O^Connors. 

Page 6, line 40.— JIfenc, Mahatonagh. 

In the Cotter MS. account of the White Knight there is quoted an Irish couplet wherein 
he is called •' the Knight of Mein."^ We give this couplet, rescued from its corrupt reH- 
dering by Mr. O'Longan of the Hoyal Irish Academy, as follows :— 

Do eugabap uile— V mop Viongna benalft pint)— 
Cora6 ruiStn bo pibipi TTleiTi aip ctJp. 



\ T^^ of Ilights," p. 76, note. Earl of Desmond all their lands in Connello. 

ir!^i!^ *Jp».^^.®/ S"?^^^"y'.*^<>?^ 08« ▼»«•. the Manors of Meaue and Bally tine, thi 

FitBGibbon, The White Knight, andlus kinsmen Sliort Oastle at Askeaton, &c., &c., *'Calendar 

David, Gilbert, and Thomas, released to James of the Carew MS." VoL iii p 164 



THE WHYTE KNIGHT. 41 

They all gave — and it was no wonder to do that — 
Precedence of seat to the Knight of Mein at firxt. 

Maboonagh is still the name of a parish and townland in the Barony of Olenquin, in the 
County of limerick. Respecting it the following information appears in the ** Ordnance 
Survey MSS.," deposited in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin : — 

*' Situatiom» — The nearest part of this parish is distant two miles from the town of New- 
castle. It is bounded on the north by the parishes of Orange and Clounelty ; on the 
east by the parishes of Clounelty, Kihneedy, Clouncagh, and Drumcullaher ; on the south 
by Driuncoliaher, Kiltaholahan, and Killeedy ; and on the west by the parishes of Killeedy 
and Monagay. 

*^Nam$. — The name of this parish is in Irish called TTla^iininach, which is probably 
a comtption of 1)10$ §aninach, i. e. campus vaecarum laetiferentium" See * Letter on 
Moygownagh Parish, in the Barony of Tirawley, in tlie County of Mayo/ where the mean- 
ing of this name is fully explained. — J. 0*D. [John 0' Donovan]. 

It is pretty certain, however, that the name Mean, as it is written in ancient documents, 
may represent the Irish medhon (pron. meon), '^ middle;' and that Mahoonagh may be for 
medlumaehy the adjectival form of medhtnu It appears from a grant of the barony of 
Meane^ alias Mahocmagh, and Trean-meane, &c., passed to Sir Henry Ughtred, in the 34th 
year of Elizabeth, that the barony or Manor of Meane was co-extensive in limits, as well as 
identical in name, with the present parish of Mahoonagh, in the barony of Glenquin, Co. 
Limerick. Glenquin itself is only a modem baronial division, formed out of the extensive 
barony of Connello. The difference in actual meaning between Meane and Mahoouagh is 
very little — Meane being merely the Anglicised form of the Irish Medhdn (pron. medn), lit. 
centre; while Mahoonagh is only an attempt of English scribes to represent the Irish 
Medhdnach (pron. md-0-nagh\ *' centraL" Trean-meane (or THan-medhoin)^ also con- 
nected with, if it dues not represent, the old name of Meane, signifies ** middle>third," from 
T^-taiti ** a third,*' and medhon^ ** middle ;'' just as the Irish name of the present barony of 
Middlethird, Co. Tipperary, is IHan-medh^fif or Trian-medhonaeh* 

The meaning of the name Meane, here given, is well illustrated by that of Affane, on 
the Blackwater, two miles below Cappoquin, which is written Ath-meadhain by the Four 
Masters (A. D. 1565); but its more ancient form vraa Ath-medhoin. (See the life of St* 
Carthach of Lismure, in the Latin version of which, Ath-medhMn is wrongly Latinized 
" Vadum alvei," instead of " Vadura medium," or the " Middle Ford. ") 'J'hat this is it» 
proper signification can be proved by many instances. Compare, for example, the name 
of the church which has given name to the present barony of Kilmaine, Co. Mayo, and 
which in Irish is Cill-medhoinj Anglic^, the *' Middle Church." (Ann. Four Mast., A. D, 
1155). The old English form of ylM-me</Aon, or Affane, was ^^A-me^Aan (see Pat. KoU 
32 Ed. III., and Close Roll, 33 Ed. III.). But later it came to be written Ath-meane (at» 
by Ware, Cox, &c.) ; and through the effects of aspiration has assumed the form Affane. 
We are indebted to Mr. W. M. Hennessy for the elucidation of this topogrupliical term. 

The Fiant for the grant to Ughtred, is as follows : — 

Fiant No. 6533 of ihe Reign of Elizabeth for Letters Patent to Henry Ughtred.— Pub. 
Bee. Office of Ireland. 

** Let the Queene's Lettors Patents be made, &c. Knowe yee that wee have given grantedf 
and confirmed &c unto the same our welie loved subject and servant Henry Ughtred E^q.^ 
his heires and assignee for ever, all tliat the Baronie Manor and Castle of Meane aU. 
Mahownaghe, and Treanmeane in the parishe of Mahownaghe, containing two quarters of 
plowlands, Ballynaughty, Shaiuicloen and Ballygellycrogh, in the parish of Brewrye, contain* 
ing three plowlands or quarters, Ballycullen als Balligwallen, and Carrigare als the Shorte 
quarter, in the parish of Ballycastellane, containing one quarter and a half. Tiie house of 
Mahownagh and Trean Mawnughe in the Parish of Mahownagh, late Thomas or Philip 
M'Gibbons, containinge four quarters. The towne and Castle of Graunshau^he, with Lis* 
neslieUughe in the parish of Graunshaughe containing foure quarters, and Ballinwuyl«}-e 
in the parish of Ballincastelane late Philip CKaell's containing half a quarter, all which 
premises are parcels of the 16 tougbes within the countrey called Conelo ; and late in the 
occupation of Gerald Ute Earl of Desmond, Thomas or Philip M*'Gibbou and Philip O'Kaefir 
attainted, containing fifteen plowlands or quarters, &c." 

Ddivered into Chancery 6th Feb. 1592, <* ad exequendum.** 

To the same purpose may be quoted the following extract from the "Schedule of 
Lands in Muuhter passed to Undertakers in the reign of EUzabeth." Public Record 
Office of Ireland. 
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S'. Henry 
Ughtred 
Knight 
huldeth 
by Patent 



^ The Mannor Barony and Castell of Meane als. Mahaunaghe and Trean- 
nieane, with other parcells, amounting to xi"*'. ix^'lviii Englhih acres, after the 
rute and proportion aforesaid which cometh to xlix. plowlands or qoarters 
xlvi. acres after the rate of fiftie plowlands in Connello to a signorie xii"*' 
[120003 acres, rent per annum from Michaelmas 1594, 

£c.xlviii, x* ster* 



< 



Abated 
by order 
in the 
Exchequer, 
viz. for. 



{ 



Whereof, 
Ballynnughteis als Ballyhonu:?ty als the Countesses Landd, 
containing two plowlands, evicted from the Patentee by Sir 
George Bourchier, being found by Inquisition to be all one, and 
not several, and by every of the same names knowen as well of 
Ballinaughty, Bally honustye and the Countesses Landes, &c., 
&c., to be abated. 

£vil. X* 



Page 7, line 12. — Barony ofKery, 

So written In mistake for Kenry, the barony in which lay the possessiona of the brancli 
of the Fitzgeralds, known by the title of fiil 'Thomas. 

lb, line 18. — The Lord of Clenglish. 

The writer of the MS. seems to contradict himself further down, where (at p. 15, line 8) 
he assigns the lands of Clenglish to Richard, the sixth son of Maurice More, White Knight*. 
The Carewe Pedigree at Lambeth derives the Clenglish Fitz Geralds from the Knight of^ 
Glynn, as does also the British Museum MS. above printed. It would seem that greater 
dependence should be placed on the statement of Carewe than on the author of oar MS., 
who wrote after 1666 (see page 26 supra,), Carewe makes the fourth son of John of Callau 
ancestor not to the Clenglish family but to the Fitz Geralds of Castle leiland in Kerry. '1 he 
same John Fitz Gerald here mentioned seems to have been identical with the last possessor 
of the lands of Clenglish, who foreited in 1689. He took the part of James II., and went 
abroad with or after that King. 

lb, line 30. — Lord Anthony Lacy, 

An error of the MS. for Sir Anthony Lucy, who was appointed Lord Lieutenant in 1331, 
and was succeeded by Sir John Darcy as Lord Justice in 1332. 



lb, line 46. — In this eiyedition Desmond advanced his three Idnsmen. 

It is matter of history that a large Irish force attended Edw. III. into Scotland at ihis 
period. Writs of summons were sent to the Earls of Ormonde and Desmond, to 55 knights, 
14 Irish princes or chiefs, and 111 esquires, commanding them to attend with horses and 
arms the Lord Justice Darcy into Scotland against the king's enemies and rebels. The 
annalist Clynn tells us that, attended by these Earls and other Irish magnates, the 
Lord Justice Darcy embarked in 56 ships after the Assumption of the Virgin (Aug. 15) 1335, 
and having entered Scotland, and 8t)oiled, burned, and conquered the Islands of Arran and 
Bute, returned home all safe. The writ of summons is printed by Rymer (" Feed.," Tom.. 1 1, 
part 2. p. 906, new ed.) and is dated in May of that same year. One of them was sped to 
Sir Maurice Fitzgerald (Mauritio Fitz Geraud, Militi) who was probably the White Knight, 
and is the only Geraldine included, except the Earl of Desmond. This was two years, how- 
ever, after the Battle of Halidon Hill, which is the engagement described by our writer, and 
correctly stated by him to have been fought July 19,1333 (page 1 1 supra,). The Lord Justice 
Darcy, however, passed from Ulster with a large f«.rce into Scotland, and contributed effectively 
to the victory gained by Edward III. at Halidon Hill in that year (Cox., *'Hib. Ang].'*part 
I., p. 115. Gilbert's "Viceroys of Ireland," p. 184), but he does not appear to have been 
attended by the Earl of Desmond, who had broken his leg and was not able to go to 
England until 1335 (Cox, "Hib. Agl." p. 1 16). On the whole, therefore, however apocryphal 
may be the account of what passed in Scotland in connexion with Maurice, the first White 
Knight, it is probable that be was there in the retinue of his feudal Lord about this period, 
although it is impossible to say whether be was actually at the fight of Halidon Hill or not. 
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Page 12, lino 31. — This Lady was the sister of the conquered King — her name 

was Katherine. 

The note to this pasmge at foot of page 12 supra, by an oversight, makes the lady's brother 
to be '*}iklward" instead of *' David liruce" who was then a minor, the Government being in 
tlM hands of the R«'gent Douglas. After the defeat of the army led by Douglas at Halidon 
Hill, King David Bruce took refuge in Norway, and so could not have been present at any mar- 
riage of a sister. This Royal match of the White Knight's, told s;> circumstantially and 
gravely by the writer of the MS., rests solely on his authority, and seems to be totally 
unsupported by fact, as is also the m:irriage of Maurice's daughter with the Karl of North- 
umberland (p. 13 8upra,\ The husbands of all the daughters, legitimateand illegitimate, of 
King Robert Bruce are |)errectly well known, and there is not the slightest reason to sup- 
pone that any member of the regal family of Bruce married a Geraldine. The Cutter MS. is 
more rational on this point, and, while referring to this Koyal Marriage as traditionally 
handetl down, acknowledges that thei-e was no evidence of its truth. The passage is as 
f »llows : — 

**lIow long this Maurice the White Kn* tarryed in Scotland is uncertain; but being 
addicted to gallantry and intriegueing with the fair sex, as well as to military affaires, he 
there marr\'ed a lady of the name of Bruce. Some say she was of the Royal blood of that 
natii'D, which for my part I will not affinne, in regard that such of the Scotch chronicles as 
came to my hands, nothing has occurred that could induce me to believe it, nor on the other 
hand do I in the least d«mbtbut the allyance he made was very honourable, considering 

the acc^tbat have been hinded down to posterity of his conduct, valour, and prudence. 

With this lady from Scotland he first went to England, where he resided for some years, 
and by her had issue two sons, Maurice and David, and also two daughters whereof the 
elde-^t wa-kmarried to a nobleman in that county whose family 1 know nut, but the traditional 
account is that she was married to one of the younger sous of the then Earl of Northumber- 
land, and that the youngest daughter was raarryed to the Lord Barry.** 

The only presumption in favour of this tradition of a Bruce marriage is the occurrence of 
the name David, for the first time in the Fitzgibbon pedigree, in the person of Maurice's 
Kecond son, who became the second W^hite Knight. Whether Maurice's wife was related to 
the Bruces through King Kobert Bruce's second wife, Elizabeth de Burgo, daughter of 
Richard 2ud Earl of Ulster, is a question which it is impossible to solve. 

Page 13, line ^.-r-Manied to the £arl of Northumberland, 

The Percy matches ure as well known as those of the Bruces, and it is impossible that 
this marriage could have taken place. 

lb, line 44. — ITee tooJce on the habit of St, Dominich in that Monastery at 

Kilmallock, 

De Burgo (**Hib. Duni." § xxiv. p. 284) states that the tradition of the Locum or con- 
ventual establishment of St. Dominic at Kilmallock assigned its foundation to Gilbert, the 
father of Maurice (a tradition which would seem to be currubcrated by his son Maurice 
taking the order of St. Duminick there before his death, where, also, with his wife he was 
buried*), ancestor of the White Knighte. The remains of this monastery aie still consider- 
able, the thirteenth centur}* portions being pure examples of the Early English style, and 



1 The Cotter MS. clears up a rather ambiguous 
passage about the place of Maurice's burial in 
the Bussell MS. (See p. 18 iupra)y the strict 
grammatical meaniitg of which woiild lead to 
the conclusion that Youghal was the place of 
his interment. The foimer MS. is, however, 
wrong in stating that he was the founder of the 
Dommican Abbey at Youghal. The passage is 
as follows : — 

** This Sir Maurice [first White Knight] after 
he sojourned some years in England, returned 
to Ireland, his native count^, towards his 
latter days, and brought his lady with him, 
where they lived but a short time before she 
departed uiia life, when, after her decease, he 
Kavo himself up to piety and devotion, and at last 



took on him the habit of Saint Dominick, having 
first erected or enlarged a Church in l^e town 
of Kilmallock. He was the person who also 
built the Castle outside the walls of that town 
commonly colled the Knight's Castle, and like- 
wise the Monastery of St. Dominick. In this 
monastery he staid not long, but removed to 
the town of Youghall, where he founded an- 
other of the same order near the North Gate, 
and there ended his days, being about the 
age of sixty years (Maurice Fits Thomas, his 
kinsman bcinp; then L.ord Justice [A. D., 1355]). 
He was, bjr his own appointment, nevertheless 
interred with his lady at Kilmallodk in a tomb 
by him for her erected there in the Monastery 
before mentioned."— Cotter MSS., p. 249. 
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■gredi^ vttb tiM period wtwn Oilbtrt or GibtMui Fitzgsr*Id flaurUbed. The gmaai plot 

of Ibe monutery, which ia given in the accompaDymg plate, hu been engnreJ from a 
meuured plan, taken by Mr. Gordoo M. Hills, arcbitect, by whom it waa kitidly coiDniunl- 
cated to Ibe Editor, with penninHOD lo un il for tbe illuitncioa or this work. 

This plan exiiibils the peculiuiliaa of tbe Domiaican Friaries in a most intereating «af, 
the bnildinga being Dearly perfect The clolBten and doinealic buildings an on the north 
aide of the church.' The long and aislalesi choir, which waa appropriated to the friara' 
apedal UH, with tbe aingla aialed naee ■ ' ' 
in the Dominican Abbey of Kilkenny, and 
Mrted fifteenth ceatniy tower separates 
from, rather than connects the choir with, 
iJi« auditory or nave, the latter affcirding 
apace forlhe large conp^aliona collect- 
ed lo hoar the "Praacbing Friara," by 
whkh dedgnation the Dominicans were 
popularly known, in consequence of their 
■tei and ability In preaching la tlie |>eo- 
pie — a duty which the Franciscan or 
" Gray " Friars also nobly discharged. 
Hie choir, (wbic^ is lighitdatitaenstorn 
end by a lofty wiiid'iw ciiropoeed uf fire 
Uncela, Mparated by elender mulliOTia, 
and ill incluaed beneath tbe one richly 
moulded r«r>arch; and by all double laii- 
crta uf the same diaracier on Ibe aoutb 
«dfl), presents one of the most beauUful 
and chaate aiamplei or tbe FIrvt Pointed 
orEarly Englishityle in its later derelop. 
menu The purity of the mouldings and 
dfltailsIsremarkHble.atidtheeflectorthe 
(■Hand graufulcluiteroflaDCBtscom- 
biued into one «aslem light 



The ti 



large and lofty suutli gable light, s 






aigns 



falteral 



re Barly Engliah, aa will be seen by the 
■connpanying woodcut, engraved from 
a drawing by Mr. Gordon Hilla, but 
tlie windows are insertions of the early 
part of the fourteenth century. This 
part reaeiiiblea the great southern tran- 
sept (aleo the sole one in that builitingi 
of the Dominican Abbey, Kilkenny; the 
aiale arcade of which is also tbirtetntli 
ceiilnry in date, whilat tbe windows 






turyw 



e Kilinallock e 




, Arcida of Transept, Dominioan Abbef, Kilmallook. 
entire eastern and soiitliem walla, whivli, at Kilkenny are uf tlie same date as tl>e wiudowa. 
It I) probable that tbe fuutteenlh century worke of thia transept, the weat-end of tbe nave, and 
tlie doniealic buildings, are the parts erectsd by Maurice, the Snt While Knlgbt. for ba' 
could not hava had to da with the earlier portions of the church. At the aouth-westem end 
of the ihirteaDth century transept arcade tlie cbamferred sub-order of the arch is supported 



a cloister and do- 



and did ajjtually. where pOHaible. aoleot ai 



and water supply the nrat ooiiai deration ; and they did not heaitate to adapt their plua aooor- 
tbe mouoaiio anhitoota would, do doubt, prefer, diugly, aa la the eue at Kihuallock. 
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1i«ad, iculptDred u a corbel, probably representing the wife of the 
founder. The Boutb-easteni viewuttha church, with its lofty in- 
serted fifteenlh century lower, Ei well reprasented in the ptaM 
which fdced Ihia page, engraved from aphotoeraph taken expiesily 
forihiaworkliy thelale Major Hans White, Kilburn.nearDanBraile. 
Tlie sacriaty, willi an apartmeiit over it, aiijolning the noDh aide 
of the clioir, and the north extremity uflbe day-room and snper- 
iinpiiaed durmiiory, may aim lie aeen in the view. The domeetia 
buiidirigaoraarUterdateihan the church. The Abbey standains 
tuw-lyiii|{gra^y meadow, close to the ancient town of Kilmallock, 
separatcid therefrom by a stream. But few of the ancient features, 
1 la be, fancifully enough, called 



f Ire) 



It still ■ 



a its 



gale towers, and > ponionof iU 
nt uallii but the eiample) of domestic architecture, ao well 
rated in Hall's "Irelaml,'* have nearly all been deatroyed. 
" castle wltliout llie walls " hat altogether diuippeared ; hot 
hurcli, which our US. sules to have been alio built by Sir 
rice, the first While Knight, still remains, although much 
Corbel, Transept, Do^- '""-^ for modern nae. Thecurioua Round Tower, which Lord 
Diean Abbey, Kibnallock. Dunraven considered to he an ancient example altered to suit tbs 
church to which it it an adjunct, is illustrated in the great work 
projecled by Lord DunraTon and edited in the ablest manner by Miss Stokes, the " Notes OD 
Iriali Architecture," thafirstVoL of which liaajuat been published. 

Page 14, line 7- — " But Mauriee the eldest son had no >«>««." 

e Knight (C) which accorapaniej these notes, our MS. Is 
H Maurice died without issue. Tiie Cutter MS , relied on 
■sniore cenaiatent and truthful where It dillers from tliis writer, says that Maurice, the 
eldest son, was the true White Knight, but went on a pilgrimage and left the chieftainship 
and property to his younger brnlher, David. Maurice, according la the Cotter MS., wai 
called "Shan Riddery," or the " Old Knighl," and his deacendanls " Mac an Shun Eiddcry," 
or the '■ Descendants of the Old Knight." 'ITie accouut of this race, given by the Cotter 
H3., will he printed in full hereafter, and their descent illustrated in Pedigree E. Its 
present head, and, therefore, the true r»|iresentaiive of the extinct While Knights, is 
Uanrlce FitiGibbon of Croiiana House, in the L-ounty of Kilkenny, Esq. Our MS , it wiU 
be seen, deduces this race from Gibbon, the fourth son of Maurice, the fourth White 
Knight. But see note on line 37, p. 47 ufia, 

Jd. line 9. — Thtn David »ueceed«d hi» father, and marryed the daughter of th« 
Marie of Woreeiter. 
Tb* only Earl of Worcester, with whose ofl&pring David cotild biTe matched, «■ 
Thamu, second son of Henry da Farcy, third Lord Percy of Alnwick. This Thomas da 
Percy was created Earl of Worcester in 1397, and died mithout tMus in 1402. — Burke's 
" Extinct Peerage," p. 428. David could not, therofore, have married a daugliter of an 
Eail ofWorcester. But tiiere were Worcesters in Ireland at this period wllb whom h« 
might wdl bava matched, and an alliance witb whom would have strengthened' tb* 
local inflnence of the White Knight. Philip de Wigomia (or of Worcester), whom 
Ware erroneously aappoaes to have been a De Braasa, or Bruce, Governor of Ireland 1 184 -fi, 
bid a grant in 13 IS of five CanCreds in the south of the Co. Tipperary, including Knock- 
graffbn, Ardfinan, and several lands lying close to what was aflerwarda known as the 
"While Knight's Countrv." These lands had previously been granted to Willism da 
BraoBa)"Pat. Koll.," England, 17 John). For thirty years atlerwarda this grant to Philip 
was the mhject of dispute between King Henry 111. and the heirs of Philip (" Fine and 
Close Rolls,'' pivnm). But in 124S, the king took the homage of Balph de Wigomia, son 
and hdr of William— who was Philip's heir, and the ton of his brother Balph— for all the 
lands that William had held in capite of the king in IreUnd. (" Close Roll," !S Hen. III). 
This Baipii, son of William, married Alienors, daughter of Philip da Inteberg (widow of 



Tbesi 



u been ably com- 
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Andrew de Bermin^i^hain), with whom he received other lands in the neighbourhood. Philip 
de Inteberg poftseraed extensive estates in Tipperary and Limericlc, some of which lay near 
Ooshlea barony in the latter county, and others near the manor of Meane, in Oonnello 
(which was subsequently the property of the White Knights). 

Ralph de Wigornia died, s. p., about the year 1290, shortly before his father, when his 
possessions passed to his sister, Basilia, who had married Meyler de Bermingham. The heir 
of this marriage was Peter (or Piers) de Bermingham, who was called ** of Knoclcgraffan,'* 
and who inherited, in right of his mother, the Manor of Knoclcgraffan, and the lands 
appurtenant thereto. Sir Bernard Burke ('* Extinct Peerages,'* p. 48), states that Peter's 
father (Meyler) exchanged the lands acquired by his marriage with Basilia, ** with Piers 
Lord Bermingham, of Thetmoy (now represented by the baronies of Warrenstown and 
Coolestown, King's County), for other lands." But tliis cannot be correct, for Peter was 
called ** Peter de Bermingham of Knockgraffan," and his son Richard, who married Finola, 
daughter of 0*Conor of Roscommon, was impleaded, in 1323, regarding the lands which be 
held in Tipperary, by Ludovicus de Inteberg, grandnephew of Ralph's wife, Alienora.^ 

The Plea Roll for Mich., 1323, contains some particulars respecting the family of De 
Wigornia of Knockgraffan, which may be thus tabulated : — 



I 



Philip de Inteberg 



Philip de Wigornia, Balph 
GoTemor of Ireland, 
1184-5, 
ob. 8. p. 

^ 



I 



PhiUp William = Alida 
ob. s. p. I 



Andrew 
— de Inteberg de 

Bermingham 



Nicholas de Inteberg 



= Aliffliora, < 
with whom her 
father gave 

lands in 
Tipperary 



LudoYicusde Inteberg, who had a law-suit with 
Bichard de Birmingham, regarding lands given as 
a dowry to his grand-aunt, Alienora. 



Ralph 
ob. s. p. 



I 
Basilia = 



M^ler 
Bermingham 



Peter de Bermingham 
of Knoc^gra£un 



I 



Bicnard = 
de Bermingham 



Finola 
O'Oonor 



William de Wygomia, the father of Ralph, died at a very old age, in 1297. ("Pipe 
Roll,'* 26 Ed., 1.) Alienora was living in 1298 (" Plea Roll," 26 Ed., I.) But for a long 
time after this period the De Berminghams answered to the Crown for the Manor of Knock* 
graffan. The Memor. Roll of the Exchequer for the year 47-48 Edward III. contains 
A precept to the Senescha) of Tipperary, to distrain '* William, son of Meiler de Birmingham, 
cousin and heir of John de Birmingham, late lord of the Manors of Knockgraffan and 
Kiltenan.*' It appears by an Inquisition taken at Glonmel, dOth May, 1632, that Roger 
de Wygomia had conveyed certain lands in Tipperary, l>efore the passing of the Act "Quia 
emptores terrarum," to one Richard de Brittolis, whose heir, James Brittain ** alias De 
Brittolis," was thirty >ears old when the Inquisition was sped. Among the witnesses to 
this grant were Philip and William de Wygomia. There can be no doubt that the De 
Wygornias, lords of Knockgraffan, died out in the male line with Ralph, the brother of 
Basilia ; but persons bearing the name are met with much later in the Irish records. As 
late as the thirteenth year of Henry Yl., for instance (1435), William de Wygoro is men- 
tioned in the " Pipe Rolls" for Tipperary, as entitled to payment for military services. 

Whether there is any historical authority or not for the marriage of David, the second 
White Knight, with a lady of the De Wygomia family, it is very remarkable that John Ogt 
FitsGibbon, White Knight, at the time of his attainder, was actually seized of a portion of 
the Manor of Knockgraffan, the ancient property of the De Wygornias ("Excheqr. Inquisn./' 
Tipperary, taken at Cashel, 15th Sept., d2nd. Eliz.), which subsequently came into the pot- 



1 Six B. Burke states {loc. eit.) that Basilia Deputy of Ireland), whereas, as above stated, 
was the " sister and heir of William de Wygor- she was really the daughter of William, son of 
nia" (descended form Philip de Wygomia, Lord Ralph, brother of the said Philip. 
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■ession of Sir William Fenton, in right of his wife Margaret, the grand-daughter of Edmon^ 
FitzGibbon, son of John Oge. Thus we read in the '* Crown Rental " for 1613 (p. 68) . — 

1 De Wmo. Fenton ten* manor' de Newcastle et 

T» n* »T u» rcuu Oastlenoo, et vill' sive villat' de Glennacuinn als 

Parcell terr lohis oge Gibbone Qlannaconny als Garrynaloonagh cum al' prem.' 

albi mil' att lacent m com' Tip- ' j^^ u xviii.« iA 

V^^^' De eod' ten* vilV et terr* de Farrenshonick iac* in 

J manor* et burgag* de Knockgraffin cum al viii.i^ 

Ih, line 18. — ^^ The FamUyes ofCampirey Ballynetra, Ktllnetonnoffh, 

and some say &f Conneveigh,** 

The surname of these families was Fitzgerald, not FitzGibbon. The Oampire and 
Ballynetra families were of the Dromana stock, and the other two of the Imolcilly Fttz- 
Geralds. Campire (now Camphire, in the barony of Goshmore and Coshbride, Co. Water- 
ford, above Youghal) was, in 1641, in the possession of Garret FitzGerald, *' Irish Papist;*' 
and he having forfeited the lands, they were granted to the Earl of Cork under the Act of 
Settlement. Ballynetray was among the lands granted by Queen Elizabeth to Raleigh. 
He subsequently sold to Sir Richard Boyle, who had a patent confirming the sale in 1603. 
In 1611 the lands of Ballynetra were found (by Inquisition) as demised by Sir Richard 
Boyle to Captain Richard Smith, whose descendants have since enjoyed them. The lands 
of Kilnetonnagh (now Kilnatooragh), and Conneveigh (now Cornaveagh), on the otheir 
side of the BUckwater, in the barony of Imokilly, Co. Cork, were also among the posses- 
sions of Sir Walter Raleigh, wiiich were conveyed to Sir Richard Boyle. Kilnatooragh 
was forfeited by Ferdoragh, son of William, son of Bryan Mac Sheehy. 

Ih, line 32. — ** Made Knight in the field by the King.** 

The occasion on which this alleged knighthood was confined must have been the insure 
rection of the Welsh under Owen Glendower, in a.d. 1402. But although it is possible 
that the Earl of Desmond led an expedition to Wales in support of King Henry IV., in 
which Maurice, the fourth White Knight, held a command, there is no mention of such 
expedition in the Irish or English Chronicles of the period. See the note to p. 6, line 
46. The alleged confirmation to Sir Maurice, by letters patent, of the lands that Maurice 
and his ancestors had ''gotten and possessed in Ireland since they descended out of the 
house of Desmond *' is not of record in the English or Irish Rolls of Chancery. 

lb, line 37. — " Married the daughter of Cormac MacBermondy .... 

by whom he had issue eight sones,** 

The name Cormac, now Anglicised '* Charles," was a very common Christian name in 
the MacCarthy septs of Cork and Kerry. The Cormac McCarthy, whose daughter married 
Maurice, the fourth White Knight, was most probably the Cormac whose death is recorded 
in the * '^Annals of the Four Masters" under a.d. 1380. The Cotter MS. gives Maurice 
only seven sons (omitting Gibbon, the fourth in the above text, whom it more correctly 
represents as the son of Maurice the ** Old Knight," and therefore called the Old Knight'fe 
son). See " Unpublished Geraldine Documents," Part iv, p. 9. With this exception, the 
account of the Cotter MS. agrees perfectly with the above relation. 

lb. line 47. — ^' Ardskeagh** 

There are two townlands of this name in the Co. Cork — one in the parish of Ardskeagh, 
barony of Fermoy ; the other in the parish of Buttevaut, barony of Orrery and Kilmore. 
The former is the place referred to in the text. The old name was Fert-Sceithe, '* the grave 
of Sciath," so called from a female saint named Sciath^ who founded a church there, 
(M[artyr. of Donegal, at 6th Sept.) By Inquisition, taken at Mallow, 24th April, third 
-James I., it was found that John Oge, the White Knight, at the time of his death in 
1669, was seized of the Castle, town, and lands of Ardskeagh, containing three plowlands, 
under the denominations of the Castle plowland, Garryanriddry and Ballinlopp, Ballineboly 
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And Rathglassane ; bnt by what title the Jnrore knew not. It was also found that Edmond, 
his son. White Knight, was seized of the ^ame premises on the 13th of February in tha 
year 1605, but by what title other than as son and heir to hid said fatlier, they (the Jurors) 
knew not. The Jurors further found ''tiiat Gerald FitzJohn, ^ent., hath made his clayme 
before them to the said Castle and lands of Ardekeagh af<)re>aid, as his inheritance as lie 
alleageth ;" and that the White Knights paid chit- fry to the Lords Koche of Fermoy for 
Ardskeagh. Regarding the identity of Ardslteagh with the Fert-Sceithe of the Mart, of 
Donegal, the Jurors declared that *' Edmond FitzJohn Oge FitzGibbon, alias the White 
Kniglit that now is, did procure before tlieni an old Record under the seal, as it seemed unto 
them, of Gerald Bryt, deputy to Walter Every, sometime escheator of . . . Cork and 
Limerick, bearing date the 20th day uf Sept., in the 22nd year of the reign of Richard II., 
late king of England, &c., whereby, amongst other thingn, it appeared unto them that of 
the mannor of Fersketh with the appurtenances one Patrick Vincent then died seized ; and 
that the said Patrick then held the same mannor of William M'Cogan; as of his mannor of 
Coggan-Rath (Charlevilie), .... and it seemeth unto them that the said manncHr 
of Fer(>keth. should be the very castle and lands which are above-mentioned by the name of 
Ardskeagh." 

Ih. line 48. — " Oarry-Coonagh and Rathneweeleaghy 

These are now represented by the townlands of Garrj-ncoonagh South and North, in the 
jwrish of £fl5n, barony of Coshlea, Co. Limerick. In 164L they were the property of 
Bandall Hurley of Kilraallock, "Irish Papist/' who was a forreiting person. They weit 
Afterwards granted to Chidley Coote and Richard Grice. 

Tb, lines 49-50. — " Called the old Knight^ a itmP **Mac an tSen RidderyJ* 

As already pointed out (note to line 87,) the Cotter MS. does not include Gibbon, the 
^'Old Knight's son," among the issue of Maurice, the fourth White Knight, but represents 
him as the son of Maurice the ** Old Knight," son of Maurice the first White Knight, 
which is much more likely to be correct ; for, as the fourth son of the last named Maurke, 
he could not be called the ** Old Knight's son," by ** addition and custom," in preference to 
his elder brothers David and Garrett, leaving out of the question altogether that their seni(Hr 
brother John is stated to have succeeded his father as heir, i.e. as White Kuight 

/}. lines 50-1. — " And the heyre was lately in possession of Dunmoone and 

Bally nahensy,** 

According to the '*Book of Survey and Distribution " for Limerick County, the person 
in posssssion of Dunmoone, alias Ballynahensy, in 1641, was John FitzGibbon. But he 
oonld only have been in possession as a mortgagee, as shortly before that year (as late 
M 1640) Gibbon FitzMaurice (FitzGibbon) and his son Maurice are found, in the 
Inquisitions for the Co. Limerick, described as of Dunmoone and Ballinahensy ; and in the 
Transplantation Certificate issued to Gibbon FitzMaurice in 1653 (his son Maurice being 
then dead), he is called ** Gibbon FitzGibbon of Dunmoone." 

lb, last line. — *' Thefoard of Cnochlaraig,*^ 

Now Knocklary, a townland in the parish of Ballingarry, barony of Coshlea, on the 
Morning-star river, a tributary to the Kiver Maigue. The Irish name of the Morning-star 
river is Samair, incorrectly given as Camwyre in Jobson's Map of Limerick (1587, *' State 
Papers,'' Ireland, Elizabeth, vol. czxxi.) The Irish-speaking people in the neighbourhood 
of Knocklary relate some curious traditions connected with St. Patrick, to account for the 
name (in Irish Cnoc-lathraigh, the ''hill of the site "). They point out the old burial-place 
which they call Lathrach'lamh (the '' site of the hand "), which St. Patrick consecrated, 
and in which he buried the hand of one of his servants, cut off by the saint In punishment 
for the theft of a hatchet. The adjoining townland is called Glenlary. (** Ord. Survey Maps," 
limerick, sheets 48, 49.) 
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Page 15, line 1. — ** Athadiherty.*^ 

The <*ford of the Dibert/' a small stream that runs past the townland of Deebert (from 
which it has probably taken its name), a little to the east of Kilmallock, and joins the river 
Lubach, which flows through tliat town. Ttie name Deebert, or Dibirt, in Irish, 
signifles " banishment/' *' expulsion." Mr. J. R. Walsh of Martinstown, Kilmallock, 
furnislies the following interesting particulars regarding the origin of the name, and the 
actual situation of the ford : — 

" It was so called, according to tradition, from the defeat, and expuhion from the district, 
of a raiding party, in a conflict on this spot^ long before a Geraldine set foot in Ireland. The 
townland rises by a gentle ascent from the Lubach, lying south of it, and extends eastwards 
from the bridge of Kilmallock (over the Lubach) .... and at its extremity on the 
east, slopes a little abruptly down to a small stream which falls into the Lubach. It (the 
stream) is at present spanned by a little bridge called the *■ black -dog' bridge. This little 
stream is subject in winter to overflow its banks to a considerable extent, eo that the bridge 

and road and the flat bottom east of Debert are completely inundated The 

modern * black-dog' bridge is assuredly the ancient ' Ath-a-diberty.' The people called it 
the * black-dog' because, no doubt, an otter used to frequent the confluence of the stream 
and the Lubach ; and the simple people magnitied into an *evil spirit' the poor otter, who 
only haunted the spot to catch fish in the freshet." {Letter of April 16th, 1872). 

Ih. line 3.—" 8hw Reighr 

Sliabh Riagh (the *' brown mountain "), over Kilfinan, in the south-east of the Co. 
limerick, and on the confines of the Go. Cork. 

lb. line 4-5. — " JBTnocklonff, until .... deposed thereof hy Garret^ 

Ea/rl ofDesmondy 

This is probably an error, as Knocklong remained in possession of Gibbon's (*' Old 
Knight's son's") posterity, down to the time of Gerald FitzDavid Gibbon (alias Mc-ant-Sen 
Bidder}', ob. 1582), who demised it to Maurice Hurly, as appears by the Chancery 
Inquisition of 29th January, 1606. The mention of an Earl Garrett in connexion with a 
Gibbon, the sUeged son of Maurice, the fourth Knight (who died in 1419) tends to confirm 
the opinion above expressed (Note on p. 14, line 49) that the writer of the text had 
made a mistake in saying that this Maurice had a son named Gibbon ; for, as there wero 
but two Earls of Desmond called Garrett (or Gerald), namely, Gerald the Poet, who dis- 
appears from history after 1398, and Gerald who was slain m 1583, the Gerald of 1398 
was the only one of the name who could be the contemporary of Gibbon. It is very 
unlikely that Gibbon, the alleged son of the fourth Knight Maurice, could have been 
'* deposed," during his father's lifetime, from a place over which the Earls of Desmond 
seem to have had no claim ; and it is not unreasonable to suppose that the author has really 
converted Gibbon, son of the "Old Knight," and grandson of Maurice, the first Knight, 
into the son of Maurice, the fourth Knight, his first cousin once removed. 

lb. lines 6-7. — *^ Graigen- Curry .... near e Newt- Casth 

MaJcmeryy 

Graigacurragh, in the parish of Ballingarry, barony of Upper Connello, Co Limerick, 
was forfeited by John Supple for complicity in Desmond's rebellion, and granted to 
Courtenay, one of the Undertakers. Newe-Castle Makenery, otherwise Castletown- M*£nery 
(now Castletown Conyers) was the chief seat of the head of the M'Enery sept, who 
possessed large estates in Connello. The last M^Euery who owned the place forreited it 
by his adherence to the cause of James II., when it was granted by William III. to 
Captain George Conyers. In the Book of Survey and Distribution for Limerick, 
the name M^Enery is erroneously written MacHenry, which seems to be the foundation 
for Betham's statement that there was a Clan-Henry of the FitzGibbons, ancestors 
of the FitzGerald and Yesey family. (See Miss Hickson's note ou the subject No. 5 of 
this Series, pp. 47-9.) 
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Ih, line 8. — ** Cromam and Clenglish, 

The Cromans adjoined Glenglish (or Clonlish, as the district is now called), and 
formed part of the White Knights' Manor of Meane. From an Exchequer Inquisition 
talcen at Kilmallock, the 4th March, 34th year of Elizabeth, it appears tliat the Cromans 
were then held in mortgage by Maurice FitzThoraas, Lord of Clonlish. In Jobson's 
Map of Limerick County (1587), Clenglish, or Glenlit^ as the name is spelt, is 
shown as a wild wooded district, about five miles square, in the south-west corner of the 
eonnty, on the borders of ( ork and Kerry, containing the Castle of Gortnatobered (Gort- 
natibrad, now Springfield, in the barony of Glenquin). Clonlish, or Claon-ghlaia (the 
** bending stream "), as the Four Masters call it, was the patrimony of the powerful sept of 
0*Cui1ein (or Collins, as the name is now written) until they were driven out of it by 
their Anglo-Norman neighbours, the FitzGeralds. The '* Annals of Loch-C6,'' under 
A.D. 1266, record the killing of Mahon 0*Cuil6n (or Collins), king of the Claenghlais. 
After this date, the name of Collins does not occur in the Annals in connexion with 
Claenghlais ; but it is still borne by many families in the surrounding district, both in 
Limerick and Kerry. A large number of the sept, however, seem to have gone into 
Carbury, in the south of the Co. Cork, where their descendants are at present numerous.^ 

Ih. lines 11-13. — ^* Ktllqtiane, BallinktigMy, BaUyhonedehy . . , . 

Ballymacsha heyyJ** 

All in the barony of Coshlea, Co. Limerick, and in the parish of Kilquane. The names 
have undergone some alteration, however, but are easily recognised under their present 
forms, with the exception of the first, which has altogether disappeared as a townland name, 
but is preserved in that of the parish. Ballinkughty is now Ballyhough ; BaUyhonedehy 
is now Ballyshanedehey ; and Ballymacsha begg is seemingly now represented by Bally- 
macshaneboy. In 1641, the whole of the parish of Kilquane was in the possession of Miles 
Fitzharris, " Irish Papist,*' who was dispossessed, his possessions being granted to Chidley 
Coote, Richard Grice, and William Mead. 

lb. line 13. ** Wrongfully deposed,^^ 

The Cotter MS., which gives the townland names more correctly, says : " Of all which 
his succeeding heire, with what truth I know not, is said to be most wrongfully dispossessed 
by Edmond, the late White Knights" 

Ih, lines 22-3. — The ^^famylyes of Oarrynagronoge, Killmore^ KtlUouge, 

and Killholane** 

These are all the names of townlands in the present barony of Orrery and Kilmore, but 
were formerly regarded as in the lordship of Kilmore, or the ** Great Wood.'' As to the 
history of Garr>'nagrenoge, in the parish of Rathgogan, an Exchequer Inquisition, taken at 
Cork on the 12th of March, in the sixteenth year of James I., states that one Gibbon 
M^Thomas Gibbon died in 1610 siezed in his demesne as of fee of Garry nagrenoge and 
other lands; that he had a son and heir, John, who died in the month of May preceding 
the date of the inquisition, leaving a son, Maurice. This Maurice was, no doubt, the 
"Maurice Gibbon" described in the "Book of Survey and Distribution," as seized of the 
premises in 1641, who was dispossessed in favour of Thomas Bowerman, an officer in Lord 
Broghill's regiment, to whom Garrynagrenoge was granted under the Act of Settlement. 
(See the Inquisition printed in part 5 of this Series, p. 52). 

The author, a few lines further on, states that, ** hee of Killmore was commonlye by 
custom called Lord of Killmore, and he of Kilbolane was commonly called MacJohn, who 
was the predecessor of Ellen, the daughter of Edmond Gibbon, who .... matched 
herself to a worthy noble Knight, Sir William Power." Regarding the history of the 



Amon^ the most prominent representatiTes the late respectable gentleman, Mr. Barry Gol- 
of this cUstinguished Irish sept at the pre- lins. Registrar of the Court of Bankruptcy. In 
sent day are Mr. Barry Ck>lhns of Dublin, 1641, the lands of Clonlish were in the posses- 
solicitor; and Mr. Robert C. Collins— sons ox lion of Sir Edmond FitiGerald. > 
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Kilmora Branch, Miss Hickson has collected almost all that is to be known, in her notes to 
the FitzOerald^and Vesey Pedigree (part 5, p. 47, sq.). As to the Kilbolane family, it seems 
certain that they became extinct in the male line. From a curious document in the Public 
Becord Office of Ireland, entitled '* Proceeding of Commrs. at Dinglicoushe, Go. Kerry 
1592," it appears that James, (fourteenth) Earl of Desmond, died 35 years previously, 
seized of Listrj'me, in the Co. Kerry ; that long before the Earl had possession of it, David 
ua Toghie was seized thereof. But the said David, having been accused of stealing certain 
hawks from O'Hinnownan (0*Newnan of Tuliylease, barony of Duhallow, Co. Cork), for- 
swore himself, and was fined in a certain sum of money, for which Listrvme was taken in 
pledge by the Earl. After the death of David, his brother, Thomas na Scartie, challenged 
the Earl's right to the lands. And ultimately, William Power '* of Kilbolane, Co. Cork," 
claimed the premises "in right of his wife Ellen," daughter and heir to Edmond Gibbon, 
brother and heir to Thomas na Scartie, brother and heir to David na Toghicy because David 
died without issue, Thomas died without issue, and Edmond without male issue. 

It thus appears that long before the year 1558, when James, the fourteenth Earl of 
Desmond, died, the Kilbolane branch of the FitzGibbon family had property in the barony 
of Trughenacmy, in Kerry, for Listryme (Listrim) is between Tralee and Ardfert. And the 
document, of which the foregoing is a summary, afix)rds strong evidence in support of the 
general accuracy of the preceding account of the White Knights. The writer of the Cotter 
BIS. was uncertain from which of the seven sons of Maurice, fourth White Knight, 
descended the FitzGibbons of Garrynegrenoge, '* which was the stock from whence sprung 
the family of Kilmore and Kilbolane, in the Co. Cork ; which last was the inheritance of 
Ellen FitzGibbon, who was married to Sir William Power, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
by whom she had issue, in advanced age (and past the common years of child-bearing), one 
only son, named John ; a man of great parts, and who was the grandfather of Col. David 
Power of Coorheen, Co. Galway, now living, and who, as the lawful heir of the said Ellen, 
is at present possessed of the said estate, or of a very considerable part thereof.'* 

The *'Book of Survey and Distribution " represents David Power as having been the 
owner, in 1641, of the entire parish of Kilbolane (with the exception of Castle- Isbin), 
Including Kilmore. The entire acreage was some 10,000 English acres, of which he only 
got back, under the Act of Settlement, some 1,000 acres, the remainder being granted to 
Lord Kingston and other land-grabbers. In an Exchequer Inquisition, taken at Kil- 
mallock, 11th Sept., 26th Eliz., it is stated that Sir John of Desmond iiad held Kilmore 
from David an Coraig. 

The Kilbolane FitzGibbons were nearly connected with the FitzGibbons of Bally- 
shonikin, Co. Limerick, as appears from a Chancery Decree, 8th May, 1624, which restored 
John FitzGibbon, sou of Gerald, son of John, to the possession of the lands of Ballyshonikin 
and Rathphilip, in the barony of Coshlea, mortgaged to Walter Goold in 1598, by his 
&ther Gerald. The defendant was John Power, son of Sir William and Dame Ellen his 
wife, who claimed as tenant to Dame Ellen, whom he represents as " the true heir." In 
his Bill the complainant states that, at the time of his father's death (about 1618) he was 
" serving the state of Holland as a soldier." He further states that his father was seized 
of the premises " by divers descents from his ancestors." 

n. line A2.—'' BallymaHyrr 

Now Castlemartyr, in the barony of Imokilly, Co. Cork, the seat of the Earl of 
Shannon. The strong castle, from which the name is derived, stood many a siege during 
tbe civil wars of Ireland. 

Page 16, lines 7-8. — " Old Castletaum .... Magner's Eoeh*^ 

Oldcastletown is a townland in the parish of Eildorrery, barony of Condons and 
Clangibbon, Co. Cork, in which the ruins of the old castle are still remaming. But it is 
unlikely that it was called " Magner's Rock '* before the erection of the castle there by 
William Keagh ('' tbe blind'*) FitzGibbon (circa 1450), as the first of the Magners that 
appeared in Cork County was probably Robert Magner, who had a grant of lands in the 
sixteenth of James I., and who forfeited Magner^s Castle (now Castlemagner, in the barony 
of Duhallow, Co. Cork), for complicity in the rebellion of 1641. Of this Robert, Smith, 
in his history of Cork (where he is called Richard), tells a curious story. " In the rebellion 
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of 1641," he M78, "this Cattle belonged to Richard (recti Robert) Magner, agent for the 
Irish families of Orrery and Kilmore. When Cromwell was at Clonmel, lie went to pay his 
coart to him ; bat being a very troublesome person, and one who had been very active in 
rebellion, Cromwell sent him with a letter to Col. Phaire, then Governor of Cork, in which 
was an order to execute the bearer. Magner, who suspected foul play, had scarce left 
Clonmel, when he opened the le ter, read the contents, and sealing it up, instead of pro- 
ceeding towards Cork, turned off to Mallow, and delivered it to the officer who commanded 
there, telling him that Cromwell ordered him to carry it to Col. Fhaire. This officer had 
often preyed upon Magner's lands, for which he was resolved to be revenged. The officer, 
suspecting no deceit, went with the letter, which greatly amazed the Governor of Cork, who 
knew him to be an honest man, and immetliately sent an express to Cromwell for further 
directions. Cromwell, being extremely chagrined to be so serveid, sent orders to let the officer 
have his liberty, and to apprehend Magner, who took care to get out of his reach.** 
(*' History of Cork," vol. i., p. 296). Magner's possessions were forfeited, of course, and 
granted to Roger Bretridge. 

Ih. line 12. — ^* Daughter of Barrymore.^* 



*f 



The writer of the Cotter MS. call* her ** Elizabeth, daughter of Lord Banymore. 
Lodge says that she was " daughter of John, Viscount Buttevant," which is more likely to 
be correct, as the title of *' Barrymore " was not created until the time of Queen Elizabeth. 
The account given in the C< tter MS. of the manner in which the marriage of Maurice with 
the Counters of Desmond was brought about is substantially the same as that above given, 
the author, indeed, confessing that his relation is ** according to the MSS. Memoirs of the 
Cunily of the White Knight/' which is the tract above printed. 

lb. line 15. — *^JE[er Castle in ConelaghJ'* 

The Cotter MS. says ''Newcastle in Conillow." The division of Connello in which 
Newcastle is situated has been formed into the barony of Glenquin. Newcastle, which it 
said to have been so called from a castle built there by the Knights Templars in 1184, was 
formerly a place of great strength. On the death of the great Karl of Desmond, in 1688^ 
Newcastle was granted to Sir William Courtenay, one of the *' Undertakers.** 

Page 17, line 1. — " Ordayned by his last will.** 

There is no trace of this will, if it was ever made. The Cotter MS. says that John's 
stepmother, the Countess of Desmond, based her son's claim to the title and estates of the 
White Knight ''apon pretence that pursuant to a marge settlement with his (John's) 
fiither, her late husband, the White Knight's estate was to devolve apon Gibbon , her son, 
and not upon him." The account in this MS., although differing bat slightly from the 
preceding relation, is still worth reproducing. It is as follows : — 

'* John, son of Maurice, by the daughter of O'Sulevan Bear, as the eldest son of his 
father, sought to possess himself of his inheritance as rightful heire, but was opposed by the 
Countess, his stepmother, upon pretence that pursuant to a marge settlement with his father, 
her late husband, the White ELnight's estate was to devolve upon Gibbon, her son, and not 
vpon him, and in this was so well supported by the son which she bad by Thomas of 
Drogheda, her first husband, and who was then Earl of Desmond, that John was quite 
thrown out, so that without any certainty of maintenance he was compelled to wander 
about like a vagabond. Nay, such was the distress he was driven to, that the tenants who 
occupied his patrimony were strictly^ charged by the Earl of Desmond to give him no 
manner of entertainment ; which, at his and the entreaty of the Lord Barry, who was the 
brother of this Countess, and of others the nobility in their interest had snch effect that he 
was almost famished, and had nothing wheron to subsist but what he could prucnre by 
fishing and fowling, and such like diversions, in which he was usually accompanyed by 
three or four able-bodied young fellows of his kindred or fosterers, who, in compassion of 
tbo miserable condition he was in, would by no means quit him. Grown weary of this 
BUinaer of living he at length resolved to go and make his supplication to his brother, then 
living at Mitchelstown, and, putting on a bold face, applied to him for a livelihood in his 
aative country, or otherwise to give him somewhat to enable him to go and try his fortune 
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in parts beyond the seaa ; and, tho* bis entreaties were made in tbe most lonely manner to 
that purpose, yet was not the brother's good nature moved in the least thereat to grant him 
a supply ; on the contrary, be behaved in such an outrageous manner as to command him 
out of his sight immediately, and said he ought to be hanged. John was so greatly pro- 
voked at this ill treatment that he could not forbear making some bitter replies, which soe 
exasperated the other, that be made as if he would lay violent hands opon him. John 
thereon made off, as if he would avoyd strokes, and making all the haste he could, was 
pursued by Gibbon to a considerable distance from his house, which the young men seeing, 
who as before usually kept company, they all ran to his rescue, when, finding Gibbon, they 
put a rope about his neck, and dragged him therewith to an ashe, then growing in an ashe 
rowe on the south side of the town, was by John asked what his brother Gibbon would doe 
by him, were he in the power of his brother, as the brother was in his. To which Gibbon 
answered, that in truth if he were he should never afterwards be able to give him any 
trouble. Hereupon John, seeing that the other would still persist in ill nature, caused him 
to be immediately hanged, telling him such measure as he would give, such should he have 
and ought to receive. And having thus suddainly put his brother to death he gloryed in the 
fact, and fearless of punishment, took horse and rode off immediately to the town of 
Youghall, where, meeting the Earl of Desmond, and making his complement to him, the 
Earl asked him for news, to which John replied he had no other to tell but this, says he, 
that I have this morning caused Gibbon, that ill>natured brother of yours, to be hanged. 
At which the Earl began to laugh, and, thinking the words were spoken in jest, sayd if 
you did soe, sure Jack you knew he was as much your own brother as mine; why then 
says the other, by G — d it is true ; and, without holding a longer conference with the 
Earl, remounted his horse and went off to Dublin, and there surrendered himself to the 
Earl of Eildare, then Lord Justice, and laying his grievances before him from the 
beginning to the end, the matter was soe well managed in his favour, that John was 
acquitted of the murther of his brother and of all other indictments relating to that fact. 
And after all (as the author of the manuscript memoirs of this house says) he was marryed 
to the Lady Elleanor FitzGerald, daughter of that Earl, and that he was by him alsoe 
knighted. By this lady John had two sons, John and Thomas, and alsoe one daughter. 
Of Thomas, the younger son, are descended the FitzGibbons of Ballynlandry." 

Tb, line 18. — ** Mitchelhtowny 

The date of the erection of a castle by one of the White Knights at Mitchelstown is 
not now known. But it must have been some time in the fifteenth century. The castle, 
which was a square structure, was evidently a very strong one, for it stood many sieges ; 
but in the civil wars of 1641-9, it was ruined and dismantled. Soon after this period, an 
imposing structure was built by the then Lord Kingston, on the site of the old castle, 
part of which was utilized in the construction of the new building. But when erecting 
the present splendid edifice, in 1823, the third Earl of Kingston ruthleasely demolished 
every trace as well of the White Knight's Castle, as of the more modem mansion erected 
on its site. He would also probably have destroyed, if he could, all recollection of the 
White Knights themselves, from whom, through the marriage of his ancestor with the 
niece of the last White Knight, he had derived an enormous property. But recol- 
lections of the White Knights (generally disagreeable recollections) live still in the neigh- 
bourhood of Mitchelstown. It is probable that the Irish population of the district regard 
the old White Knights as capable of tbe same degree of turpitude of which Edmond Fitz- 
John Oge (ob. 1608) was guilty, when he surrendered to the hands of his enemies, for a 
bribe of £1,000, his friend and kinsman, the Sugan Earl of Desmond. 

When the first Lord Kingston acquired the estates of the White Knight, by his mar- 
riage with Katherine Fenton, niece and heiress of Maurice Oge FitzGibbon, the last White 
Knight, he must also have come into possession of a mass of family muniments which are 
not now forthcoming. Local tradition ascribes their disappearance, not to accident, but to 
design. Caroline, daughter of Richard FitzGerald, of Mount Ophaly, Co. Kildare, by 
Margaret, only daughter of the fourth and last Lord Kingston, married, in 1769, to unite 
the estates, as is said, her distant cousin, Robert Viscount Kingsborough, afterwards 
second Earl of Kingston. The local tradition one hundred years ago, as related by 
Mr. O'Brien of Mitchelstown, from the MS. of his grandfather, written eighty years since, 
accounts in this wise for the disappearance of the family records of the White Knights. 

**A dispute occurred between Caroline FitzGerald and her husband, Lord Kings- 
borough, in consequence of his destroying Kilcloughan graveyard (an old graveyard, 

H 
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fomerly existing in that portion of Mitchelstown demesne, called the * New Orchard,' but 
now entirely levelled and obliterated), in which her ancestors were buried. Lord Kings- 
bo^rough buried the most costly monuments (muniments?) and records of the White 
Knights and Kingston family nine feet under the surface ; and since then, the place 
has been called the * New Orchard/ leaving no trace of the ruins of the old church or 
borial ground." The records seem to have disappeared ; and if disposed of in the way 
here described, a search for them now would probably prove of little avaiL 

Ih. line 41 — ** Ht/des to Toughal to the Ea/rh of Desmond^ 

The narrative leaves us in doubt as to which of the Earls of Desmond is here meant, 
•8 John FitzGibbon*s stepmother, the Countess of Desmond, had four sons by Thomas, the 
eighth Earl, each of whom succeeded to the title. But as the transaction above referred 
to could not well have taken place before his stepbrother, Gibbon, was of age, which would 
be about 1487-8, the Earl meant was probably Maurice, the tenth Earl, who succeeded in 
December, 1487, and lived to 1520. 

/}. lines 48-9. — *^ Arrived at Dublin with the Ewrle of KiUare (who was 

then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland y) 

This must have been Gerald, eighth Earl of Kildare, whs succeeded to the title in 1477, 
and died in 1513, having filled the office of Lord Deputy several times during that period. 
The occasion on which the alleged visit was made, if made at all, was probably during 
his tenure of office in 1504 : a date which would fairly agree with the order of events in 
the foregoing narrative, as far as they can be connected with dates. 

Page 18, line 7. — ** EUinor^ daughter to the Earle of Kildare^ 

There seems no valid authority for this statement, which is also made by the writer of 
the Cotter MS. There were only two ladies named Mlinor, daughters of Earls of Kildare, 
contemporary with the John FitzGibbon above referred to, namely, Ellinor, daughter of 
Thomas, the seventh Earl of Kildare, and her niece, Ellinor, daughter of Gerald, the 
eighth Earl. But the first-named lady Ellinor was married to Henry M'Owen O'Neill, 
and died, as his wife, in the year 1497 (** Annals Four Mast."); and the second lady 
Ellinor, daughter of Gerald, the eighth Earl, the lady evidently meant in the foregoing 
statement, was married first to Donell McCarthy Reagb, Chief of Muskerry (ob. 1531 ), and 
secondly, in 1537, to Calvagh O'Donnell, Chief of Tirconnel, who died in 1566. It seems 
very unlikely, therefore, that John could have been the husband of either of these 
ladies. 

Ih, line 8. — ^^ And one daughiery 

This must have been " Ellen, the White Knight's doctyr, wife unto John FitzGrerot 
(of Dromana), son of * Great Garreti * of the Decies," referred to in the following depositions, 
preserved in the Archives of Lismore Castle. 

** In the name of God, Amen, in the 36th year of our Sovereign Lord, King Henry the 
eight, and in the xxvii day of June, in presence of the Reverend Father in God, Nicholas 
Bishop of Lismore and Waterford, and of me Nicholas Killoghan, notary. Teyg m<^Bory, 
gentleman, in the name and behalf of Sir Garret FitzJohn and his son Maurice [ ] 

the article following. The article is that the Countie of Deasses was ne is accustomed to 
beare any gallowglasses ne buonybegt; to any of the Erls of Desmond, and to prove the 
south and truth of this article aforesaid, the forenamed Teyg M<:Rory presented before us 
these records following : Dave Curry of Bally curry ne, of the age of v^ yeres, sworn on the 
Holy Evangelist, deposeth that Gret Geret and his son John father to this Gerald now 
being, ne their countries were never charged with gallowglasses ne buonybegg to any the 
Erls of Desmon, until such time as Ellen the White Knights doctyr wife unto the said 
John Fitz Geret was taken and imprisoned by James Erie of Desmond, and for the 
treatyse of her redemption the centre graunted to beare the said gallowglasses for a season, 
the aforesaid Geralt then beyng present in the Poors' conntrie ; and when he was at large 
he withstode and repugned against the levjring of the said galloglasses as he doth yet unto 
this daye, this he deposeth neither for lowe made dred ne hath. 



THE WHYTE KNIGHT. 55 

'* Wniiam IfoDawe of Ballynpboyll of the age of y" yeres and above, likewise sworn 
and examined, deposed accordng to the foresaid David, and saith farther that when Geralt 
was at large he saffered no galloglasses neither their attornies to have any shyfte or meate 
in that coantrie. So that when the said James Erie c ime to be avenged thereof the 
aforesaid Geralt with the assistance of the Erie of Ormond, Cormok Ogp, Tiiomas of 
Desmon and divers others, beseiged Dongarvan, toke and imprisoned the captaynes of the 
Earls galloglasses, taking the hames and wepinns of more than fortie of them; at the 
which beseiging the said Earl was drevin to take the see to loghlwarde (i.e. towards 
Tonghal), and sum of his gentilmen willing to Steele away were taken, of which Maurice 
of Desmond that now is was one, this he deposeth, &c 

• •*• • • • •• 

"William O'Morihe of the ag^ of nye iii^^ yeres sworn, deposeth agreeing with the 

aforesaid William M'Dave, and further saith that his father and great father sergeants to 
the Erles of Desmond in his lyvelod [ ] of contrie tolde him that they never saw 

any galloglasses of the Erls syft or received in this contrie. 

'* William M^^Morishe of the Grange of the age nye iiii^x years, likewise swome, deposeth 
that he knewe and remembered the tyme of the Erls of Desmon Maurice, James, Thomas 
and John, and during their dayes he never sawe galloglasses shyfte from any Yrle unto this 
contrie except only by James is tyme when the said John FizGerod's wyfe was taking by 
him and then exacted the said galloglasses to his rebuke and theirs, in which exaction 
repogpoance was made to him by the foresaid Geralt when he was at large, and the deponent 
agreeth with the foresaid Willm M^^Dave in all other things. 

• • • . . . . • 
And for verefyng of the premises the aforenamed Bishop have put hereunto his signet 

and the above named Notary his sign manual with the superscription of bis name the 
yere and day forenamed. 



Ih. line 9. — '* The Family of Ballylondry, 



f> 



This family must have died out in the male line, as in the year 1641, according to the 
** Book of Survey and Dbtribution " for the Co. Limerick, the lands of Ballinlondry (or 
Ballylanders) were in the occupation of Miles Magrath of Kilmaly, and Nicholas Ualy, the 
latter of whom appears to have acquired his interest in the estate by marriage with the 
heiress of the Ballylander's family, or by conveyance from Maurice, the grandson of 
Edmond the White Knight who died 23rd April, 1608, and who was found (by Inquisition 
taken 23rd M<iy, 1608,) to have been seized of Ballinlondry at the time of his death. 
Under the Act of Settlement, the lands were granted to William and John Reeves. 

Ballinlondry (Baile-in-Londrig, " Landers-town," or " Loundres-town ") seems to have 
derived its name from the Anglo-Norman family of De Loundres, De Laundres, or Landers 
(as the name is now written), several members of which held lands in Kerry, Limerick, 
Tipperary, and Cork. The name of the parish of Kilgarry lander, Co, Kerry, is written 
Gartinlondry (Garradh'iii'Londriffy ''Landers' garden"), in the '* Book of Survey and 
Distribution " for Kerry. 

Ih, line 21. — " The CountesM and her sonP (See note to line 1, p. 17). 

The Cotter MS. is not as correct as usual in its reference to the White Knight, John, 
whose unkindness is above related. " John, last mentioned," it says, '* succeeded his 
father and grandfather, and was possessed of all the inheritance left by them. He proved 
very ill-natured to his uncles, so that, like John, hia great grandfath&r^ and the CountesM 
of Desmond hit mother, as before mentioned, he refused to give them either portion or 
maintenance, but would leave them to the wide world, and to shift for themselves, for he 
gave special charge to all his friends, tenants, and followers, not to give any of them a 
night's lodging, upon pain of his great displeasure, &c." But ''John, his [alleged] great 
grandfather," was not the son of the Countess of Desmond (widow of Thomas, the eighth 
Earl), but her stepson ; and it was her son, Piibbon, who is stated to have refused to give 
his half-brother, the right heir to the White Knight's estates, " any kind of main- 
tenance." Yid. supra, p. 17. 

Ih. line 39. — ** Theyre cozen David GibhonU house of Ballylondery,^^ 
The Cotter MS. calls David their kinsman. lie was in all probability the son of 
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Thomu, second son of Sir John, the White Knight, mentioned (p. 606, line 7) as having 
bad to wife Ellinor, daughter of the Barl of Kildare, and therefore ancle to the three brothers, 
John, Thomas, and Gibbon, who are above repreaented as at issue with their nephew, the 
young White Knight, John, and consequently grand-ancle to the latter. As before 
observed (note to line 9, p. 18), the family of BaUylondry seems to have become extinct 
in the male line. 

Page 19, line 2.^m** And meti these gentlemen at Killilong on the wa/y?^ 

The Ootter MS. writes the name '' Elilclony,*' which is probably the more correct form. 
Kilcloney is in the parish of Templemolaga, barony of Oondons and Clangibbon, Co. Cork, 
on the way from Ballylondry in the parish of Coshlea, Go. Limerick, to Old Castletown 
in the parish of Kildorrery, Co. Cork. 

Ih. line 21.—*' Out of Connaughtr 
This should be " oat of Coonagh," in the Co. limerick. (See next note.) 

Page 20, line 12. — *' The Daughter of MaoDegen of ConnaghV 

The Cotter MS. more correctly says ** of M'Brien of Quonagh," or Coonagh, a barony 
in the Co. Limerick. The family of O'Brien of Coonagh was a distinguished branch of the 
O'Brien stock, descended from Donogh, the yoangest son of Brian Borumha, monarch of 
Ireland (slain at Clontarf, A. d. 1014). Dr. O* Donovan says ^' the chief of the sept of the 
O'Briens seated in this territory ( Ui- Cuanaghy or Coonagh) took the name of MacBrien 
Cuanagh ; and the chief of another sept of the same family, seated in the Glen of Aharlagh, 
at the foot of the Galty mountains, in the county of Tipperary, took the name of MacBrien 
Aharlagh ; while a third branch, seated in the territory of Ara, in the north of the Co. 
Tipperary, took the appellation of Mac-I-Brien-Ara." ('* Four Mast.," a.d. 1381, note b). 
The rains of the splendid mansion of MacBrien of Coonagh are still to be seen in the town- 
land and parish of Castletown, in the barony of Coonagh. 

Tb. line 14 " Slaine at Knockanemoughilli/, near Camgienyy 

The writer of the Cotter MS. states that Knockanemoughilly was near Kaherdrinny, 
Co. Cork ; and he was certainly correct. The place is now known as Knockanenabohilly 
(** the Boys* hill "), in the parish of Kilcrumper, barony of Condons and Clangibbon, to 
the soath«east of C^ahirdrinuy in the adjoining parish of Glanworth. The Cotter MS. 
says: — 

'*John FitzMaurice, thus unhappily slain by his uncle, was first married to the 
daughter of M*Brien of Qaonagh, and by her bad no issue; bat after her decease had to 
his second wife Penelope Kyan, daughter of the Lord of Ownheymulryao, by whom he had 
issue one son, named Garrett, who was at Knockanabuhillee slain, near Cahirdrinny, i n 
the Co. Cork (and that in a conflict with one Captain Harvey), under the command of 
John, son of Edmond, the late White Knight, as has been taken notice of already in the 
body of these memoirs.** 

The Garrett here referred to is the Garrett Mo/cShane, mentioned in the account of 
this battle given in "Pacata Hibernia,'* (ed. 1810, vol. i., p. 134),. as having been slain i n 
the encounter with Captain Roger Harvey, in Aug. 1600, and was the legitimate heir 
to the title and estates of the White Knight, usurp^ by John, the father of Edmond, the 
White Knight. John, son of Edmond, the leader in the fight, must have died soon after, 
as he pre-deceased his father (who died in 1608), without issue. 

lb. line 18. — ^^At last John succeeded.^* 

The writer of the Cotter MS. observes that John Oge, the White Knight, entered into 
the enjoyment of all the family estates, *' some lands in Connillow excepted.** These 
were probably the lands alienated by his predecessor [father ?], John, to James 15th Earl of 
Desmond, as appears by an Exchequer Inquisition taken at Kilmallock, 4th March, 34th 
Elizabeth. The inquisition does not give the date of the alienation; but this is supplied 
in an entry in one of the Carew MSS., which is as followa:^ 
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"In 6 Edward VI., John FitzQibbon, the White Knight, and his kinsmeo, granted 
to James, Earl of Desmond, all their lands in O* Gk>nill." Another entry reads, ** In 4 
Mary, John Oge FitxGibbon, and his sons David, Gilbert, and Thomas, released to 
said James all their lands in Conologhe, Tia, — the Manors of Mesne and Ballyline, 
the Short Castle at Askeaton, &c. &c. He also released all his right unto Ballinecurtye." 
(Carew ** Calendar of State Papers,*' vol. 6, p. 898.) 

The writer of the Cotter MS. thus speaks of John's character generally : — 
*' John, who slew his nephew as last- mentioned, having reconciled himself in process 
of time to the Earl of Desmond, and acquired his esteem, was at length, by his interest, 
acquitted of that charge against him of killing his nephew, and after all succeeded him 
as the next relation ; and, as White Knight, was also admitted into the possession and 
quiet enjoyment of the estate of that family, some lands in Connillow excepted. He 
married the daughter of Patrick Condon, commonly called the lord of Condons, by whom 
he had issue Maurice, Edmund, and Ellen ; he was during his whole life deemed to be a 
man of a very turbulent spirit, for he was every day at enmity with his neighbours : hit 
life was a scene of disturbance and trouble ; and he was a man of such a preposterous manner 
of thinking, that he behaved like a man who would bid defiance to the whole world, and 
as if he were resolved to run opposite to all mankind, yet notwithstanding he, after his 
reconciliation, bore a great hand with the house of Desmond in the Irish confederacy 
against Queen Elizabeth, but whether or no he entered into that affair out of gratitude to 
the Earl for the favours he did him, is hard to judge ; but true it is he was so much 
addicted to contention and disturbance, it is not to be doubted but (to gratifie his ambition 
and satisfie his appetite for revenge) he yr^ embrace all opportunities suitable to his 
resentments. He seemed, indeed, to be fond of sustaining the Romish Religion, for when 
in the reign of Q. Elizab^, the clergy of that church were disturbed and persecuted, 
he gave sanction to many of them, but particularly to the Dominican friars, of whom those 
of the highest distinction amongst them came from all parts of the kingdom to him for 
his protection. Sometimes he would make his submission to the Queen, and be received 
into favour and then again would relapse. Tet upon a time when he was seemingly in 
peace with Her Ma^^« he was commanded to be and appear in Dublin before the Lords 
Justices and Councill, for divers misdemeanours there layd to his charge, and particularly 
for that he harboured his kinsman, one Maurice ffzGibbon, Romish Archbishop of Cashell, 
who at that time stood outlawed for that he, in opposition to Her Ma^^t with a skiane 
dew one [ ], who was by her appointed and preferred to that see as Pro- 

testant Bishopp thereof; upon the which he immediately took his kinsman the Bishopp into 
custody, and with a guard of 150 stout, able, and resolute men well armed, he set off for 
Dublin, and coming near that city was met by a party deputed by the Government to 
receive the prisoner, upon hearing that he was in custody and upon the road ; who accord- 
ingly demanded him. To this the White Knight made answer that he came so far in 
obedience to the demands of the Govemm^ and that he w^ not quit his prisoner before he 
surrendered him into their hands under his own guard ; of this notice was immediately 
dispatched to the Lord Justice, who thereupon desired that the Knight should be informed 
that it was not requisite to bring such a number of men as he bad with him to town, but if 
he would deliver the prisoner to the guard sent to receive him, and accompany them himself 
with as many servants onely as w^ be necessary to attend his own person, he w^ by so 
doing render service very acceptable to Her Ma^«>" But the Knight returned home in 
dudgeon, or perhaps fearing some act of treachery, " and within the space of a month after he 
returned departed this life." 

Ih. line 19.—" The noble Patrick Condon:' 

This was probably the Patrick Condon of Cloghleigh, who had a letter of Council 
for pardon and restoration to his lands in 1590, having been indicted and attainted at the 
suit of his mortal enemy. Lord Roche. ("Pat. Roll," 33rd Eliz.) He was dead in 1595, 
as appears from the *Tat. Roll** for that year. The Condons were generally in close alliance 
with their neighbours the White Knights, although both parties sometimes harried each 
others lands. By Inquisition taken at Mallow, 24th April, Brd Jas. I., it was found that 
cerUun rents and duties were payable by the White Knights, Edmond and John Oge his 
father, to MacMaoge Condon (the husband of John Oge's sister ?) out of the eight plow- 
lands of Kiltimabins, in the barony of Condons and Clongibbon. But Condon's possessions, 
thus for a time restored, were subsequently granted by the Crown (Patent, 83 Eliz.) to 
Arthur Hyde, one of the Undertakers. David Condon, the son and heir of Patrick, 
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however, recovered the estate from the son of Hyde, in 161 1 ; but it was all forfeited Ui 
1641, and the Condons were all reduced to poverty. The family has become nearly 
extinguished in the male line, and the immense estate granted to, and recovered from 
Arthur Hyde, some 6,000 acres, is now subdivided among several proprietors. 

Ih. lines 22-3. — " That family of Bwyre that now is" 

The Cotter MS. says " the succeeding O'Dwyers of Eilnemanagh." The head of the 
O'Dwyers of Kilnamanagh (Co. Tipperary) at the date of the writing of the foregoing 
relation, was Philip O'Dwyer of Dundrum, who forfeited both life and lands in the rebellion 
of 1641. A large part of his property was granted by Patent, in 1666, to Robert Maude, 
ancestor of the present Lord Hawarden. Local tradition states that Maude, who was an 
officer in Cromwell's army, was Philip O'Dwyer's executioner; and being of a kind-hearted 
disposition, felt such pity for the daughter of his victim, that he resolved, as far as he could, 
to console her for the loss of her father by offering to become her husband, which offer the 
lady accepted. The subsequent grant to her husband of such a large part of her father's 
estate as he received (about 1,300 Irish acres) was perhaps somewhat in the nature of 
restitution to Philip O'Dwyer's family. 

The O'Dwyer above referred to is probably the same person alluded to in the 
following letter from John Butler of Ardmayle, to the Lord Deputy Seutleger, dated at 
Moyale (Mallow) Ist March, 1548 :— 

** Ryght hon'able lo'de my dutie p'misid pleasid the same to be atv'tesid that where as 
yC lo'ship haw unther yo' lo^'ship & hon'able consailes hands deliv'id me a comandmend to 
be derectid to the White Knyght, that he shuld apere be fore yo' hon'able comyssions at 
Limbrike, which haw send for him at cev'all times gy wen no respect nor wold cum before 
them at anny time to make answere to swche things that I had to be layd to his charge 
for keping of my wyfe's goods acording yo' lorship is comandmend doth apere; but contrary 
to all goode orther of Godd's lawes as to the kings maieties lawes dothe kepe hir and my goods 
all soo and allso Odoyre and his wyffe haw now of late agread to send a gode horse and 
iii" kiue to the said Knyght for the mentenynge of him agenst my right ; humbly desiring 
yor hon'able Icship to send to Mr. Powell that he may put him to sum orther agreable to 
the law or to take stresse upon him for his wrongfuU detaynig, and to enfo'm Odoyre which 
is yo' lo'shipes pison' to avoyde his yll demen' t^berein and this for the low of God and in the 
ryght way of justes. From Moyall the first day of March. 

Yo' lo'shipes dayly oratC and c'vand, 

John Buttler, gent., of Ardmaile." 

(" State Papers," Ireland, Edw. VI., vol i., No. 12). 

lb. lines 23-4. — ^* Married Mlean Butler^ daughter to the Lord 

of Cahirr 

This must have been Thomas, created the first Baron of Cahir in 1543, who died in 
1557. Sir Bernard Burke states (*' Extinct Peerages," p. 96) that he had two daughters, 
Joan and Eleanor, the latter of whom was " married, first to Sir John FitzGerald, Knt., 
brother to the Earl of Desmond, and secondly to Sir John Oge, Knt." For ** Sir John 
Oge, Knt.," we should probably read ^* Maurice, son of Sir John Oge White Ent." See 
note on line 26. 

Ih,y line 25. — **Sir John FitzOerald, Lord of the Deases*^ 

The pedigree of the " FitzGeralds of Dromany, in ye county of Waterford, commonly 
called Lords of the Decies," in the MS. of Mr. Thomas Russell, described in the Journal, 
3rd series, p. 396, thus refers to this marriage, and the issue thereof: — 

^' Sr John FitzGerald, Eai^, son to Garrett, the 3^^ son of S' Gerald Fz.John, Fz.Gar- 
rett of Desmond, by Elleanor Butler daughter of John Butler of Dereliskane in the county 
of Kilkenny, Esqr., who was his marryed wife, after the death of his s^ cosen gernian, 
Garrett Fz.James, and as next heyre to him, entered into the estate of the Decies, then 
hardly worth the name of an estate ; not then yielding (as it is generally reported) sixty 
pounds per an., by reason of the destruction made thereof voluntarily or carelessly by his 
said cosen Garrett Fz.James. S^^ John his father Garrett dyed before he came to be pos- 
sessed of the sd. estate of the Decies, who left issue only this S' John and one daughter 
named Margarett, wife to Thomas FitzGerald of Enockmoane in the county of 
Waterford. 
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" The 8d. S^ John before he came to the estate was marryed to Sllen Fs, Maurice Fz.- 
Gerald daughter to Maurice Fz. John, the Whyte Knight, who being a careful, industriouSi 
and provident woeman, treasured up much riches, by which the sd. estate was againe 
recovered, and in theyre daye brought to about 1500^^ yearly rent. 

• • • • * • •• 
"This Sir John is described by persons yet liveing who have scene him, to have bin a 

little brown man with one eye only. Hee wholy applyed himselfe to the recovery of his 
Ancestor's estate by due prosecution of the law — and his wifa applyed herselfe to the getting 
of mony to inable him soe to doe, and to marry of his daughters, of which sexe he had eight ; 
all whom in his lyfe tyme were worthily bestowed in marriage as followeth, &c. &c. 

• • • • • • •• 

"Elleanor Fz.Maurice survived her husband, Sr John. Hee dyed at Dromanny May 

24o 18 Jacob. Ano- 1620, and was buryed in Toughill Church, &c. &c. 

*' EUeanor FitzMaurice the Relict of Sr John then removed to Templemicheall Oastle, 
where she continued to the tyme of her death, and in the absence of her grandchild Garrett 
Fz. Gerald, then in England, these riches being in the Castle w^^^her, were all embezeled 
and conveyed away. 

• ■ . • • . •• 
** After his death Garrett Fz. Gerald, son and heyre to ye sd. John Oge FitzGerald, 

being then a minor, and holding his estate in capite, by his guardian Sir Edward Villiarg 
Knt., Lord President of Munster (elder brother by a former venture to the then George Duke 
of Buckingham) entered into his estate as tenant in taile. This guardian intrusted one 
Captaine Morgan with the Castle of Dromanny and the stewardship of the estate, and sent 
over the sd. minor Garrett for education into England, where he was bredd up till about 
the year 1680, in the Protestant religion, which he ever after adheared to, being the first 
heyre of this estate that became a Protestant. S^ Edward Yilliars dyed and was buryed 
in Toughill Church, after which his lady and relict sold the wardship by contract with the 
old lady Ellen FitzMaurice, of her grandchild Garrett, to herselfe, on which the sd. minor 
G-arrett returned out of England, but before he gott into Ireland his sayd grandmother 
dyed in the Castle of Templemichaell. 

'* She is described to bee a fatt big woeman, goeing in a hatt and gold hatband, a silke 
gowne and mantle, with a fringe, her hayre bound up in a golden cewie, &c. 

** Upon payment of l,200l<l for the sd. wardship and Garrett's returne out of England, 
he marryed the Lady Mabelle Digby daughter to Sir Robert Digby of Coleshill hall in 
Warwickshire, in England, Knt, &c. &c." 

The "Communia Roll" for 1618 contains some curious particulars regarding the 
ancestry of Sir John FitzGerald, the husband of Ellen, the daughter of Maurice, son of 
John Oge FitzGibbon, White Knight. Sir John FitzGerald having been sued by the 
Grown for arrears of rent of certain lands in the County of Waterford, answers that Sir 
Gerald FitzGerald of Dromany (second son of James, 7th Earl of Desmond) died seized of 
the lands in question on August 16th, 1488 ; after whose death the possessions descended 
to his son and heir, John FitzGerald, who died at Dromany on December 18th, 1524, when 
his son and heir Gerald entered into possession of the premises. This Gerald died at Temple- 
michael, Feb. 25th, 1553, and was succeeded by his son and heir Maurice [first] Viscount 
Decies. Maurice died at Dromany without lawful issue, 81st December, 157 If and was 
mieceeded in the ownership of the lands by his brother and heir Sir James FitzGerald. Sir 
James died at Dungarvan, December 28th, 1580, and was succeeded by his son and heir 
Garrett, who died at Templemichael in October, 1598, without issue, when the possessions 
reverted to his cousin and heir Sir John FitzGerald, the son of his uncle Garrett, and 
husband of Ellen FitzGibbon, daughter of Maurice FitzJohn Oge (White Knight). 

Ih. line 26. — ^'Maurice .... toas slain at Clogher neare Lixnaw^ 

Clogher, in the parish of Kiltomy, barony of Clanmaurice, Co. Kerry. The •* Four 
Masters " give, under the year 1568, a very animated description of the battle in which 
Maurice was slain, whom they merely designate as Mac an ridirejinn, '^the son of the 
White Knight." They make no mention of the obstacles above stated to have been placed 
in the ford by Fitzmaurice's allies, the O'Flahertys and O'Mallies, but describe the battle 
as having been valiantly fought on both sides, and ending in the disastrous rout of the 
Geraldine forces, notwithstanding their numerical superiority. The Cotter MS. has the 
following remarks on the subject :— 
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*< Oarret, Earl of Desmond, who was taken and beheaded by Moriyarty his fosterer, 
having a falling out with the Lord of Kerry, commanded a party of his to make depre- 
dations upon his estate, who being apprized of the design, caused bodies of Learys [recte 
O'Flahertys ?] and 0*Malleys to make head against them, hired a considerable number, and 
making up aU the forces he could, marched directly to oppose his enemies, and approaching 
a foard which he judged they must pass of necessity before he could crpss hands with them, 
he there halted, and at night ordered [harrows] and pieces of timber to be thrown into 
that foard so as to be concealed under water ; this had such effect, that the people of the 
Earl, not suspecting such a stratagem, and eager to fall upon the Kerry people, did very 
early in the morning plunge precipitately into the foard, and by reason of the stumbling 
blocks layd in their way gave the adverse party an opportunity of making great slaughter. 
In this conflict it was the misfortune of this Maurice to be the first that entered the foard, 
where, having a fall from his horse, he was slaine by one of the Lord Kerry's men who 
ran him thro the body with a spear. 

*' This Maurice was married to Ellen Butler, daughter of a Lord Caher by whom he had 
issoe one dau' named Ellen also who was afterwards mar<l to John fz.Garret fiz.Gerald 
called the Lord of Deases.** 

Ih. UneB 35-6. — ^'And with them brought a number ofharrowes^ andlayed 

them in the foard all along, ^* 

This stratagem recalls Csssar^s account of the spikes, or stakes, placed by Cassibellanns 
in the Thames : **ripa autem erat acutis sndibus prsefixis munita, ejusdemqne generis sub 
aqua defixA sndes flumine tegebantur." (** De Bello GalL," v. xviii.) These spikes are in 
the Irish version of Nennius called heara iaraimd (*'iron spikes*'), and^aiia eatha 
(** grains of battle"). See Todd's ** Irish Nennius," p. 60, note. In the Latin text of 
** Nennius " (Stephenson's ed.) the obstacles are called audesferretu et semen bellieosuMt 
" Et ibi inierunt l)ellum, et multi cecidemnt de equis et miUtibus suis, quia supradictua 
proconsul posuerat audet ferreat et semen bellieotum, id est Cetilou, in Vada fluminls^ 
quod discrimen magnum fuit militibus Romanorum, et ars invisibilis." 

The Irish term grana eatha is, as Dr. Todd observes (loc. cit.), merely a translation 
of the Latin semen heUieotum^ the Irish translator regarding eemen as signifying ** grain.'* 
The use of ** caltrops " would therefore seem to have been anciently practised by the British 
and Irish. 

Page 21, lines 8-9. — *^One Maurice FitzGibben, Archbishop of Ccuhel, 

his own kingsm<my 

Dr Maurice FitzGibbon, or Maurice Keagh, as he was called, was nearly connected by 
ftimily with John Oge, the White Knight ; but the exact degree of relationship is not dis- 
closed in any of the documents hitherto brought to light *^He was appointed Archbishop 
of Cashel in consistory of the 4th June, 1561, and was one of those who laboured most 
strenuously to unite the Irish Chieftains against Queen Elizabeth. In 1669, he was appointed 
Representative of the Southern Confederates to the Court of Spain and the Vatican ; and 
when setting out on this mission, in February, 1569, was escorted from Cashel to the sea^oast 
with solemn pomp by James fHtzMaurice and the other leaders of the confederates. He 
endeavoured to return to Ireland in June, 1572 ; but, landing in Scotland, he was recog- 
nized and thrown into prison. He soon after effected his escape to Spain, and died at 
Oporto in 1578." ^ 

There is hardly any degree of enormity with which he was not charged by his enemies 
in Ireland. Ware thus refeis to him: ** James MacCaghwell was promoted by Queen 
Elizabeth to the Archbishopric of Cashel, by Letters Patent, dated 2nd Oct., 1567. . . • 
A little after this (says Hooker) he was wounded with a skeiue by Maurice Gibbon, by some 
CAUed Maurice Reagh (whom the Pope had just before made titular Archbishop of Cashel), 



1 «* Bpioilegium Oseoriense." ^j Rt Rev. Br. and the Pope, one of which, submitted to the 

Moran, Bishop of Oseory, First Series. Dublin. King of Spain (16 Deo., 1570). oontains a tr^- 

1874, p. 59. Dr. Moran prints, for the first mendous indictment against Thomes Stukeley, 

time, some important statconents presented by for misconduct of aU sorts. 
Archbishop FitiQibbon to the King of Spain, 
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because he would not give up the administration of the province to him. Maurice, after 
this attempt, made his escape iuto Spain, and died in the city of Oportu about the year 
1678." (" Works," by Harris, vol. i., p. 483.) But the selfish and cowardly ProtesUnt 
Archbishop of Armagh actually accused Maurice Reagh of abducting his rival, as appears 
from hia letter t) Cecil, of 12th Nov., 1568. ('* State Papers," Ireland, Q. £lix., vol. 26). 

T. Lancaster Archbishop of Armagh to CecilU 

** Great disqwietnes is in Mounster by M^'Carty More otherwyse called the Earle of 
Clancarre. 

Muciie truble more wold insew ware it not that S' Waram Saint leger and Mr. Grend- 
feld kepe [ ] at Corke, whare they take swche order that the peace is kepet amongs the 

nobylyte as the Lord Roche, the Viscount Barre, the Lord Coursay and others. For Con- 
nowght it semethe it is qwieat for my Lord- of Clanrecard is here w^ my lord and shewethe 
hymselfe a good subiecte; many complaynts ther is of the poore people fur wrongs done unto 
them, w<^ my lord takethe great care to redres. Also one Morish Rioghe M^^Gibbon (who 
came from the Pope) bathe taken the Archebishope of Casshell traytorusly owt of his owne 
howse, and cared into Spayne as some say, and he intends to supplie his place at Casshell. 
For my part I durst not go to Armach for feare of the lyke, yeat notw^tanciing sumwhat 
is done towards the church, for ther is a roffe cut for the chansell w^ shingells and all that 
apertayneth but as yet not browght home. And all is by the meanes of that wycked man 
Tyrlo Lenoch, and his fulloyers; yet now that my good L. is come unto us I trust in God 
in the begyning of this next yere things shal be browght to passe and take place to the 
glory of God, the honor of the prince and the profet of the country.*' 

• • • • • « • 

Bishop FitzGibbon^s movements seem to have been well watched by the Government 
as the following extracts from the State Papers show. 

8w Warhame Sentleger to Lord Deputy Sydney, 14 Feb,^ 1569. 

" M3me humble duetie don unto yo' L. It may please yowe to understand that uppon 
Sonday last beinge the 13 of this month a brother of S<^ Dermot M^^Teigs called Oormucke 
came to me to Cork, havinge ben w^ the Erie of Clancarty, James FitzMoris, M<=Donoughe 
and the rest of the Irishry of ye Southwest p'ts at their p'liam't that they helde, from whome 
he understode the whole effect of their assembly, w^'^' as he credably enfourmeth me was for 
ye suer fyrmyng of themselves to gith' to resist all yo>' L. good devices and w^ all to send 
messingers to the kynge of Spaigne for aid to helpe them in this their lewdeenterprice, and 
for a proof that they mynde suche mat' I am by ye said Cormock as also by oth* credably 
eufourmed, that these vile Traito>^B baue dispatched into Spaigne to be practice^ in their 
villanye the Busshoppe of Rosse in Carbury, the Pojiest Traitor in Ireland, and also the 
usurped Busshoppe of Caisshell, who those Traito*^ afTore named used as thoughe he weare 
a god. And greate gosseppry past betwene hym and them w^^ is the greatest conflrmacion 
of frendshippe that passeth betwene this Irishe people. These two divlishe prelats be by 
James FitzMoris con veighed into Kerry into the Erleof Desmonds liberties, where either they 
be shipped, or ells shall be, when they do dep'te this land, either they begon or the next wynde 
that serueth they go. This mischief is to be preuented in tyme. In my poore oppinion it 
were very requisit the Queenes Ma^y were furthw^^ advertised herof, and that her highnes 
moughte p'ntly wt all the speede that may be send heih' those w^li mynded gentlemen that 
intend to adventure their ly ves and lyvings in these p'ts, w^^ don her Mat'7 shall not only 
be assure^l to have theise Trait •" deuices preuented, but w* all enioy to herself good revenue 
and haue this cuntry thoroughly refourmed, towards the w^^as I doubte not but yor L. wil 
be a furderer of this good offer, wherein her highnes shall stand in good suerty and receiue 
good benefit, you will w<^l^ expedicion procure their corny ng." &c. &c. 

Mawtice Viscouni JDeoies to Lord Justice Fitzwylliam, 28 Jifar*, 1571. 

• • • • • • 9 

'^Oertayne marchants of Toghill weare at Burdeaxe w^l^ia theies xiiii dayes, who spake 
theare w^ one Maurice Reaghe pretended archbushopp of Casshell whiche told theim y* he 

I 
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eame from the kinge of Spa3nie to the Frenche kinge to have ayde of men to come into 
Ireland, and raported theare that the eame was graanted unto him, and that he would come 
into Irelande w^h a great navie of Frenchemen and Spanyards, wth the furst convenyent 
wynd and wether y^ would serve, and the marchantz did see him rigginge of shipps and pres- 
inge of men there for that purpose as they saye. So as they feare theare comyng to be 
ftt hai\de, if theire wicked atempts be not spedely prevented w^ I thought lyckwise ex- 
pedient to aduertise yo^ honor of, to the intent some polleticke provision mought be by yor 
hooC devysed to prevent suche danger as is to be feared to growe of the same. The said 
pretended arohbushopp was sent by the arch rebell James FitzMarice to the king of Spayne 
for ayde as is reported. And thus besechinge God to send yor bono' prosperouse successe 
in all yor proceadings I take my leave, from Waterford, the xxviii of Marche, 1571. Tour 
]u>nor most humble to comand. 

Mauriob Dessbes. 

The DecUinga of Thomas Siuokle, (<' State Papers,*' Ireland, Eliz., 2 May, 1571. 

Vol. 32.) 
• • • • • • •* 

The fawling owt of Stuckle w^ the Bushoppe of Cassell did rise apon this occasion that 
the busshoppe did hide 2 Irishe men vi^ weare fied from Stuckle, whereon Stuckle came to 
the busshopp and finding his men in ye busshop's chamber thretned the busshop. The Cardinal 
of Seqnenza, Rugomes and Secretarye Cayas beganne to mislike of Stuckle for bis evil 
behavior towards ye busshoppe w^l^ lesned his credit. 



7%* examination of BobHe Wise m'chaunt of Waterford condning certen newes owte of 

Spayne, 16 July, 1574. 

** Hesaieth anddepoteth that he was on the sixt of Julii in Bilboe and that as summe of 

the Spanishe soldio" told him, there were at St. Andreos and Bilbowe of shipps and greate 

gallies newly made a hundreth and fiftie under the charge of one Pedro M'hendes an 

Astnrian and that there weare as many moe shipps loked for to come thether veary shortely 

from Spayne and Portingall. 

• • • • • • •, 

Item by comon reporte he hard that Morishe Rieughe p* tended Archebnsshopp of Gais- 
«hell was at S^ Anderose redye to go vi^^ the navie, and that Stnkeley was a greate procurer 
Df the setting forthe of the shipps: Item that three Portingalls skilfull uppon the coast of 
Ireland (as he hard comonly brewted) weare chief Pilottes for this navie. Item that Pedro 
M*hendes was determyned to go towardes the Cowrte of Spayne on the xv*^ of this moneth 
and that upon his retume the shipps should streighte sett forthe in their ioumey." &c. &c. 

Page 21, lines 46-7, — " Fell sick and dyed at Kilmallock, and was there 

buried in the Monastery of St, jDominick,** 

John Oge FitzGibbou, White Knight, died in 1569. It does not clearly appear from 
the documents hitherto published, or consulted, at what date he entered into the possession 
of the title and estates of the "White Enight." But it must have been after 1543, and 
before 1560. The White Knight in 1530 was Maurice Oge FitzGibbon. His son (Maurice) 
was White Knight in 1543. The White Knight of 1530 was John Oge's uncle. Theensuing 
«xtracts from official records in the Public Record Office throw some interesting light on 
the family history of the White Knights during the 16th century. 

The following is from a Chancery Inquisition, taken at Mallow on the 24th April, 8rd 
year of James I : — 

*'They (the Jurors) find that David Lo. Roche Viscount of Fermoy hath produced before 
them a release bearing date the 2nd day of the month of January, Anno Domini 1530, 
made by Morris FitzGibbon alias White Knight late deceased, to Morris Lo. Roche also 
deceased, of all the right &c. of him the said Morris FitzGibbon alias White Knight and 
his heirs, in the town or heldinge of Farry-Cushinagh and the land belonging to Mngneragh, 
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as by the same deed may appeare. Item, they find that the fireeholde and possession of the- 
aaid lands of Farri-Cushinagh, Monecribban and Garra-I-drelan/was in the said Morris Lo. 
Roche at and before the time of the making of the said release. Item they find that the 
father and grandfather of the said Kdmond fitzGibbon alias White S[night, haue notwith- 
standing the said release made as aforesaid, before and after the said release received and had 
the said chief rent payable out of the lands . . . aforesaid, but by what right they 
know not.*' 

This is further confirmed by the record of an Exchequer suit between the Crown and 
Lord Roche, Viscount Fermoy, in 1618, regarding the lands mentioned in the foregoing 
extract. From the record of the proceedings in the Exchequer suit we learn that the 
Lessor of 1530 was the uncle of John Oge, White Knight 

" Memorand' quod comp'tum [est] in magno rotulo de anno r*r* Jacob! decimo quinto 
quod exigunt* de D*no Roche Vicecom* Fermoy xliiii". v^. per ann' de firm* castr* de 
Farrihie in tenui^ Rich'i Cashin, ac vill' de Garrandrolan adtunc in tenur' Vic' Fermoy 
p* ann* xls. ; ac vill' de Montecrobane in tenur* p*d' Rich'i Cushin p' ann' xvii*. ixd. de 
quibusd* [ J attingen* in toto ad vU \i», y'^., p*cefl' terr* et poss' nnp* Joh'is Oge 

fitz John Gibbon de Gerald' Albi Militis de alia prodicione attinct'. Que p'miss' deven'unt 
ad manus dom' regis rac*one attinct' p'dict' Johannis, sicut continetnr in Of5c' crici Pipe et 
in al Offic* in Sc'c'io. Et modo, scil't xx™® die Novembr' hoc Termino venit liic prefatufr 
D'nus Roche Vicecom' Fermoy, tenens p'miss' p* Rob'tum Bellingham attornat' suu* et 
petit audit' oneris p'dict' sup'ius specificat', et ei legit'. Quo I'co et audit' idem David* 
d'nus Roch Vicecom' Fermoy querit' se color' on'is pred' gravit' vexat' fore et inquiet', et 
hoc minus iuste quia dicit quod diu antequ' p'dict' Joh'es Oge fitz John Gibbon de Gerald*^ 
attinct' fnit quidam Mauricius Roch Vicecom' Fermoy seisit' fuit in do'nico suo ut de feodo 
de p'dict' castr' terr' et tenement' de Farrihi, Garrandrolan [et Mon]tecrobane in exon' aeon*' 
p'dict' specific', Et sic seisit' existens, secundo die Januarii anno d'ni 1530, quidam Mauricius 
fitzGibbon, avunculus p'dict' Joh'is Oge, cujus heres idem Joh'es fuit, viz., filius et heres 
Joh'nis FitzGibbon, fratr' et hered' p'dict' Mauric', p' factu' suu' sigill' ipsius Mauric' Fitz- 
Gibbon sigillat', Gurieque hie plat', cujus dat' est eisdem die et anno, per nomen Mauric' Albf 
Mil', remisit relaxavit et pro se et hered' suis quiet' clamavit p'd' Mauric' p' nomen D'ni 
Mauric' Roch, hered' et assig' suis, omne Jus clameu'' et demaund' que idem Mauric' 
FitzGibbon tunc h'uit in vill' et tenem' de Farrihie. Et [ } dicit quod p'd' terr' 

et tenement' de Farrihie Garrandrolan et Montecrobane tempore confecc'onis relaxaco'is p'd' 
fbernnt in [ ] de Farrihie in p'dict' carta relaxac'onis p'd' menc'onat' ; Virtute 

cujus [ ] p'd' Mauricins d'nus Vic' Fermoy fuit seisitus de Tenem' p'd' et exon'at* 

de et ab omnibus reddit'. Et sic inde seisitus existens de tali statu suo obiit inde seisitus ; 
post cujus mortem tenem' p'd* cum p'tinen' descendebant [David] D'no Vic' Fermoy ut fir 
et hered' p'd' Mauric' ; Virtute cujus p'dict' David in tenement' p'd' cum p'tinen' intravit et 

sic inde seisitus existens de tali statu suo obiit inde seisitus ;. 

post cujus mortem tenement' p'd' cum p'tin' descendebant Mauricio D'no Vicecom' Fermoy 
at fil' et hered' p'd' David ; Virtute cujus p'd' Mauricius in tenement' cum p'tin' intravit 

et sic inde seisitus existens de tali statu suo obiit inde seisitus. Post 

cujus mortem tenement' p'd' cum p'tin' descendebant p'd' David nunc D'r.o Vicecom'' 
Fermoy ; Virtute cujus idem David . . • in tenem' p'd' intravit et fuit et adhuc est 
inde seisitus in dominico suo ut de feodo 

" Et super hoc Venit Johannes Davis, Miles, Attornat' diet' d'ni [ ] nmrc 

gen'al' qui pro eodem d'no Rege in hac parte sequit' [ J in cur'' ad eund'^diem< 

in p'pria p'sona sua et petit audit' p'd' script' relaxac'onis in p'd* pHto p'dict' d'ni Roche 
mencionat' et ei legit' in hec verba : — * Noverint universi p' p'sentes me Mauric' Milit* 
Albu' remisse relaxasse mera et pura mea Voluntate a me hered' et assign' meis o^nino et 
imperp'ra quiet' clamasse d'no Maiiric'^Boche sue Nac'on' princip' Capitan' hered' et assignat' 
suis omne Jus dameu' sive acc'one' et demand' que habeo h'bam vel habere quomodolibet 
poter' in futur* in Vill* sive tenement' de Farrihe-Oussenagh et in [ ] de Magneraghs 

p'tinen' rac'one Juris p' sup' dictu' d'nu' Mauriciu' Roch pignor' infra script' terr' respect* 
constitut' et deput' intuitu quorund' honor' Cattail' nomine dotis tam iri equis quam in 
vaccis p' patrem antedict' Militis Albi p'recitat* Mauric' Roch. Ita quod nee ego aut 
p'fatus Mauricius Mil [ ] nee hered' nee assign' mei nee aliquis alius nomine nostro 

aliq [ ]. Jus clameu' sive acc'onem in sup'dictis terr' exiger' vel ve [ J 

pot'imus in futur'. Sed nos ab omn' Juris et clamei exac [ 1 sumus excloa*' 

imp'p'm. Et ego pred' Mauricius Miles her [ ] assign' meis p'fat terr ut p'dicit' 

cum suis p'tinen' [ ] Mauric' Roch hered' et assign' suis contra omnes Warraiitii' 
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Abimaa, et acqaietabimiu. In quorum omn' et singulor' 

p'missor' fidem et testimoiiiu' &[ ] meum p'sentibus duxi appenend' (sic ) Anno 

etat D'oi Mill'imo quingente [ ] tricessimo, die vero mensis Januarii secundo. 

Hiisque testibus p'tunc p'sentibus, Converbio de Alto Sci' Patricii, Gerrald' [ ] 

Mauric\ Simone Juvene, Dermitio nigror* oculor* Ma[ ], Will*mo Waylche, Tfaoma 

et Nicholao filiis fil' David [ ] Elenesy et pluribua aliis utriusque patr', &c. &c/' — 

{Vid. "Commnnia Roll," Exch.quer, 1618). 

His father John fitzMaurice fitzGibbon was, according to Carewe (^* Calend. Y./' 
p. 398), Wliite Knight in 1552, when he and his kinsmen granted to James, 
fifteenth Earl of Desmond, the Manor of Meane and other lands in the barony of Connello 
and elsewheire, Co. limerick. 

The fact of this release is attested in an Exchequer Inquisition taken at Rilmallock, 14 
Mar , 34th year of Elizabeth, as follows : — 

**Qui Jurat sup' sacrament* suu' dicunt et presentant quod Mauricius fzGlbbon 
nup' de Michelston in com' Cork Armiger alias dictus tbe White Knight seisitus fuit in 
dominico suo, ut de feodo taliato, viz : — Sibi et heredibus masculis de corpore suo pro- 
creatis, virtute doni cujusdem Willielmi Aclabardi Capellani diu antea antecessori ejusdem 
Mauricii facti, cujus heres de corpore suo legitime procreat' idem Mauricius fuit, de 
omn' et singulis maner* castellis vill' ten* tenement* redditis et serviciis de Mean cont' tres 
caruc' terr' cum pertinenc*, Killyfyny, Kathcahell, Ballenetobred, Ballielane, Bally- 
Yoi*oghowe [ ] in com* Limeric' ; de una placeta sen street in Gareston ; de 

uno molendino aquatico, una pistrina et un' [ ] ibidem, cum medietate unius carucal' 

terr* vocat' Farren-Tiggin, et tercia parte alterius carucat' vocat' Farren-taDcklyn in eodem 
com' ; de Bally nassy cont' un* carucat' terr' in com' p'd*. Et in et de officio Capitalia 
ballivi Comitis Desmonie in et per totam Barron' de Conolagh. De curtato castello in 
Asketton; de piscacone Salmon' in rivo Jiixta Asketton vocat' the fyshyn^e of the leap in 
eod' com'. Ac etiam de x". 8ter' annualis redditus exeunt' de Willmston in Kenery in eod' 
com' Limeric'. De anuali reddit' xvis. vliid. ster' exeunt de Ballenecarriggy in Kenery p'd* ; 
de anuali redditu xvis. viii^. ster' exeunt' de Ballengarreii et Lissmakean in Kenery p'dict' ; 
de zvi>. Yiii^. ster. annualis redditus exeunt' de Drombeg in eod' com' ; de anuali redditu 
[ } de Ballistine in com' p'dct*. Et sic inde seisitus existens obiit. Post ejus 

mortem omnia et singula maner' castella &c &c &c descend' Johanni fitz Moris alias diet' 
the White Knight ut consanguin' et heredi dicti Mauricii ; quiquid' Johannes interabat in 
omnia et singula premissa, et sic de omnibus et singulis premissis seisitus existens, feofavit 
de omnibus el singulis maner* castellis &c &c &c &c ceterisque omnibus et singulis 
premissis Jacobum nuper Comitem Desmone, babend' sibi et heredibus nuis imperpet' ad 
propria opus et usu' diet' Jacobi et hered' suor' ; quiquid* Jacobus nuper comes Desmone 
Virtute feofamenti p'dict' seisitus existens de omnibus et singulis premissis in dominico suo 
ut de feodo obiit inde seisitus, post cujns mortem omnia et singula p'miss* descend' Geraldo 
nuper coiniti De8m<me ut filio et heredi dicti Jacobi. Quiquid' Geraldus intrabat in omnia 
et singula premiss'. Et sic iude seisitus existens dictus Johannes Oge fitzGibbon alias 
dictus the White Knight {sic) attinctus fuit auctoritate p'lemenli de [ ] prodicione, 

et postea vero dictus GeraMus nuper comes Desmone sic de omnibus et singulis p'miss' 
seisitus existens attinctus quoque fuit de alta prodicione auctoritate [ 3 p'liament% 

virtute quar' attinctur* omnia et singula maner* castella terr' &c &c &c ad dictam dominam 
Keginam venerunt et forisfact' fuer* pro prodic* p'dictis. Quequid* domina Eegina p' I'ras 
suas patentes omnia et singula premissa Henrico Bilingsley et tdiis coucessat in feodo et in 
bereditate prout dicti Jur' audierunt. 

** Dicunt preterea sup' sacrament' suu' p'dict' quod dictus Johannes Og fitzGibbon 
Tocat' the White Knight tempore attinctur' sue p'dict' seisitus fuit ut de Jure et feodo de 
anuuali redditu vi". 8<^. ster' exeunt* de molendino vocat' James Mill iuxta Kilmalok . . 
. • . . de tercia parte unius molendini aquatic! vocat' the White Knight's little Mill 
in com' Limeric' p'dict' ; ac de Garrynewonagh cont' mediet' unius carucat' terr' ; de 
Kathnavitagh cont' mediet' carucat' terr' ; de Ballivowdane et Farren-in-YoUyn, parceir 
de Ballynagrenagh et Jameston, cont' in toto tres carucat' terr' ; de Ballyvilly cont* 
mediet' unius carucat' terr', de Cleighagh cont' mediet' carucat' terr' ; de Ballincarrowny 
cont' mediet' carucat' terr', et Kathphillip cont' septimam partem unius carucat' terr*; de 
Kilcoaine cont' unam carucat' terr' in com' Limeric' p'dict' &c &c, 

*^ Item dicunt sup' sacrament' suu' p'dict' quod Mauricius Og fzGibbon nup' vocat' the 
Whit Knight seisitus fuit in dominico suo ut de feodo talliato, viz., sibi et heredibus 
masculis de corpore suo procreatis, in et de Ballinliny cont' tres carucat' terr* cum pertinenc'. 
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Et sic inde Misitus ezistens in cnistino Sancti Martini anno regni Regis Henrici octavi 
naper regis Anglie et Hib'nie xxxy feofavit inde Pliilipum fz Edmond per chartam suam 
indentatam, babend* sibi et heredibus suis, reddend' inde anualii' eidem Maurieio et hered' 
snis 2>. ster*, sab condicione quandocunque dictus Mauricius vel hered' sui solverent eld* 
Philippo vel hered* snis ducentes et Sexagint' fetosas vaccas vocat' Anglic' incalfe kine 
tone liceret eid' Manricio et hered' suis in Ballinliny p'dict' reentrare et dictum Philippam 
et hered' suos inde expeller' et amovere. 

'* Item dicant &c &c quod dictus Mauricius fzGibbon alias the White Knight seiutus 
existens in dominico suo ut de feodo de Ballingwosig cont' un' caruc' terr' in com' Limeric' 
p*dict' dedit Ballingwosig p'dict' cum p'tinenc' in puram et p'petuam elemosinam converbo 
de Ardpatricke et successor' suis post statutum in nianu' mortua' non ponend'. Et quod 
comes Aildar' haboit inde .capital' at anaal' redditos xl>. ster' &c &c. Item dicunt &c &c 
quod dictus Mauricius fz Gibbon als dictus the White Knight seisitus fuit in dominico suo 
ut de feodo talliat', yiz., sibi et hered' masculis de corpore suo p'creatis in et de una carucata 
terr' cum p'tinenc' vocata Croman in eod' com' Limeric' quequid' carucata de Croman olim 
fait p'cella de Manor' de Mean p'dict' ; et quod Mauricius fz Thomas Gerald heres manor* 
rel dominii de Cleanlishe habet dictam caruc' terr' de Croman in mortgagio sed sub qua 
eondicione ignorant. Sed dicunt quod dicta carucat' ten' de Croman non continetor in 
feofament* p'dicto fact' p' dictam Mauricium dicto Jacobo nuper Com' Desmon'. 

'* Item dicunt et presentant quod dictus Joh'es Og fzGibbon als dictus 

Whit Knight nuper attinctus de alta prodicione tempore attinctur' sae p'dict' seisitus fuit 
in dominico suo ut de feodo in et de anuali redditu xxvi". viiid. ster' exeunt' de qualibet 
caracata terr* quatuor carucatar' de Cloghmolfy .... Et in et de anuali redditu 

zx?i*. viii^. ster' exeunt' de Kilcome Et in et de anuali redditu xls. ster* 

exeant* de quatuor carruc' terr' de Killlynten cum p'tinenc* in eod' Com' Limeric' ; quequid' 
redditus descendebat eid' Johanni Jur' hereditar' ab antecessoribus suis, viz., de Maurieio 
Og fzGibbon ad Johannem fitz Morris, et de dicto Johanne ad dictum Johannem Og fitz- 
Gibbon nuper attinctum. 

** Dicunt .... quod dictus Johannes Og fitz Gibbon alias dictus the White 

Knight seisitus fuit in dominico suo ut de feodo . . . de Curtrudiry 

alias the White S[night's Court prope Yillam Eallocie in eod' com' Limeric' . . . . . 
eum uno molendino aquatico iuxta Casteli' p'dict' &c &c &c." 

The words printed in italics in the foregoing Inquisition, correctly copied from the 
or^nal,, having no connection with the context, it is plain that some clauses have been 
omitted from the ofGicial record of the inquiry. But the fullest details of the relationship 
between the two branches of the White Knight's family in the 16th century are given in 
an Exchequer Inquisition taken at limerick on January 16th, 18th year of James 1., which 
states as follows : — 

<^Qui Jurat' dicunt sap' sacram' sua' quod Will'us Acklavard Oapellanus tempore vite 
sue sdsitus fuit in d'nico suo ut de feodo de et in vill* et terr' de Ball [ ] cont' 

tres carucat' terr' cum sais p'tin' co'iter cognit' p' nomina de Lynystowne Killmore et 
Dnrlous cum suis p'tinen' in com' Limeric' p'dict'. Et quod p'fat' Will'us de omnibus et 
ungul' p'miss' sic seisitus existens per chart' sua' in debita legis [forma] p'fect', dedit et 
concessit omnia et singula p'miss' cum suis p'tin' Maurieio fitz Gibbon milit' als the White 
Knight et heredibus masculis de corpore ipsius Mauricii [ ]. Et quod virtute 

pred* concess' sic inde fact' p'fat' Mauricius seisit' fuit inU'nico suo utde feodo taliiat', viz., 
sibi et heredibus masculis de corpore suo legittime procreat' de omnibus et singulis 
[ ] seisit' existens obiii sic inde seisit'. Et quod post mortem p'fat' Mauricii 

fitzGibbon, milit*, omnia et singula p'miss* descendebant Maurieio Og fitzGibbon de 
Michelston [ ] ak the White Knight, filio et hered' p'fat' Mauricii fitzGibbon 

milit'. Et quod p'fat' Mauritius Og fitzGibbon fuit inde seisit' in do'nico suo ut de feodo 
taliiat', viz., sibi et heredibus masculis de corpore suo legittime pn.-creat' et procreand'. 

• • • • • ■ • 

** Et dicunt etiam Jurat' p'dict' sup' sacr' suu' p'dict' quod p'fat' Mauricius fitzGibbon 
miles habuit exit de corpore suo legittime procreat' solumodo duos filios, viz., Mauricium 
Og fitzGibbon p'd' et Johannem fitzGibbon. Et quod prefat' Johannes fitzGibbon habuit 
fiiiuni et hered' suum Johannem Oge fitz John fitzGibbon alias the White Knight, postea 
attinct'.' Et quod p'fat' Mauricius Oge fitzGibbon . . . habuit exit' de corpore suo 
procreat* Mauricium fitz Mauricii Oge fitzGibbon filium et hered' suu'. £t quod omnia et 
singula p'miss' descendebant p'fat Maurieio fitz Morishe Oge fitzGibbon [ ] et 

hered' p'fat' Mauricii Oge fitzGibbon. Et quod p'fat' Mauricius filius p'dict' Mauricii Oge 
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iltzGibbon fult inde seiaitas in d'nico suo at de feodo talliat', viz., sibi et heredibas mascnlis 
de corpora sao legittime procreat*. Et quod pYat'Maariciiu fitzQibbon filius pred* Mauricii 

Oge fitzQibbon de seisitus existens in dominico sao ut de feodo talliat' 

[ ] inde Philippum fitz Edmond fitz William M'David Nandagh de 

les Gibbons gener' et hered* sais imp*p'um; reddendo inde per annam duos solid' step, sub 
hac condicione tamen, qaod qaandocamque prefat' Maurician [ ] fitz Mauricii 

Oge pred* heredes vd assign' sui solverent prefat' Philippo fltz Edmond fitz William 
M*David Nandagh, heredibas vel assignatis suis dacent' et sezagint' raccas [ ] 

in calfe cowes quod tunc bene liceret p'fat' Mauricio Oge filio Mauricio Oge hefedibus vel 
assign' sois'in omnia et singula premisa reintrare, et ead' [ ] . . . • 

proat per Inqmiaitionem captam [ ] Marcii Anno regni nap' regin' Eliz* 

ftlidssime memorie tricesimo quarto in officio capital' rememoratoris scaccar* d'ni regis 
r^ni sui hibemie de recordo remanen' [ ] captionis hujus inquincionis in 

eridenc' osteus' plenius liquet et apparet. 

** Et quod postea predict' Mauricius filias p'dict' Mauricii Oge fitzGibbon als the White 
Knight obiit 

** Et ulterius dicunt Jurat p'dict' quod p'fatus Pbilippus fitz Edmond 

fitz William M*David Nandagh de lez Gibbons gener' virtute p'd' p'mencionat' feoffament' 

seisitas fuit sub condicione p'mencionat'. Et quod p'fatus Philippus sic 

inde seisitus existens obiit inde seisitus. £t quod Thomas Gibbon fuit filius et heres p'fat' 
Philippi fitz Edmond ; et mediate post mortem patris sui p'dict' p'fat' Thomas Gibbon 
intravit in omnia et singula p'miss' cum suis p'tinen' . . . . Et quod p'fat' Thomas 
Gibbon de omibus et singulis p'miss' sic seisit' existens obiit inde sic seisitus. Et quod 
. . . . p'miss' descendebant Johanni Gibbon filio et heredi p'dict' Thome Gibbon, et 
qaod p'fat' Johannes Gibbon ..... fuit inde seisitus in dominico suo ut de feodo 
sub condicione p'mencionat'. Et quod p'dict' Johannes modo snperstes existit. Et dicunt 
Jurat' p'dict'.'snp' sacram' pred' quod p'fat' Johannes Gibbon filius Thome Gibbon de omnibus 
et singulis p'miss' seisit' existens in do'nico suo ut de feodo sub condicione p'mencionat' per 
chartam suam feofiamenti . . . geren' datum [ ] die Junii Anno Domini 

1619 . . . dedit et concessit p'fat' Edmundo 6ould heredib' et assign' suis imp'p'um 
vill' et terr' de Ballynlyny . . . sub condicione quod quandocumque p'fat' Johannes 
filius Thome Gibbon hered vel assignat' sui, vel eorum Attornat' in ea parte authorizat' 

solver' p'dict sum' £63 ' quod tunc bene licebit p'fat' Johanni Gibbon 

lieredibus et assignat' in vill' et terr' de Ballynlyny p'd' reintrare et eadem p'miss' habere 

. . ut in pristine suo stat' 

** Et ulterius Jur' p'dict' dicunt sup' sacr' suu' p'dict' .... quod imediate post 
morti (sic.) p'fat' Mauritii filii Mauritii Oge fitzGibbon, alias the White Knight, qui 
enfeoffavit p'miss p'dict' p'fat' Philippo fitz Edmond fitz William M'David Nandagh, quod 
tot' Jus titul' ei interesse condicionis pred', et tot' Jus redempcionis terr' et ten'tor' pred' ; 
ac etiam interesse Jus et titul' ad et in stat' talliat' pred' in et de p'miss' pred' descendebant 
Johanni filio Mauritii fitz Morris Oge fitzGibbon, qui fuit filius ct heres prefat' Mauritii 
filii Mauritii Oge fitzGibbon als the White Knight. Et quod p'fat' Johannes filius 
Mauritii filii Mauritii oge sic habens interesse de et in pred' condicione et Jure redemptionis 
pramiss', et de tal' stat' talliat' de et in premiss' p'd', obiit absque aliquo exit' de corpore 
suo procreat'. Et quod racione obitus prefat' Johannis fil' Morris fitz Morris oge absque 
exit' de corpore suo, pred' titul' Jus et interesse in p'd' condicione et Jure redemptionis, et 
stat' talliat' p'd' de et in terr' et tenem' p'd [ ] descendebant predict' Johanni 

Oge fitz John Milit' fitzGibbon, als vocat' the White Knight ut consanguineo et heredi 
p'&ti Johannis fitz Morris fitz Morris Oge, filii et hered' p'dict' Mauricii fitz Mauricii Oge 
fitzGibbon pred', viz., filio et heredi p'nominat' Johannis fitz Morris secund' fratris p'fat' 
Mauricii Oge fitz Morris patris p'd' Mauritii fitz Moris Oge qui mortgagiavit terr' p'dict' 

ut p'dict' est. Et dicunt quod prefat' Johannes Oge fitz John Knight 

fitzGibbon als the White Knight habuit legittim' Jus et interesse in et ad p'd' titul' 
condicon' et Jure redemptionis et stat' talliat' de et in p'miss' que sic sibi descendebant ut 
predicatur. Et quod p'fat' Johannes habens tal' Jus et interesse de et in p'miss', primo die 
April is anno regni nuper regine Elizabethe undecimo intravit in apert' et actual' rebellion' 
contra pred' nuper reginam .Elizabeth [ ] in com' Limeric', et de alta pro- 

dicione attinctus fuit virtute act' p'liament' fact' apud Dublin anno regni diet' nup' regine 

decimo tercio Et dicunt etiam Jur' pred' sup' sacr' suu' pred' quod 

prefat' Johannes Oge fitz John fitzGibbon alias the White Knight sic attinctus habuit 
exit' tres filios viz., Edmund, Gibbon et Thomam." 
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The relations of the White Knight with the Lord Roche, in 1543| are thus described in a 
letter from Senteleger to the king, dated 4th June, 1 543. 

"Farder most gratioiu Lorde, where in this my laste journey, I, for dyverse cawses, 
**mett with the Erie of Desmonde, to whome I had before wrytten for the redresse of many 
<*evill behayonrs, committed by the Lorde Roche and the White Knight, which be two 
'* that long hane ben out of good order, and yet Englishmen, the one having destroyed the 
'* others countrey ; the same Erie, according his bounden duety to your majestie, repayred 
'*to their sayde countries, and tooke them bothe, and brought (hem to me, to your High- 
*' ness Castell of Caterlagh, where he delyvered them to me, to be poonyshed, as shal 
'* appertayne ; and so I have layed them bothe in your Oastell of Dublyn, where no we they 
•< agree well together, and lye bothe in one bedde, that before could not agree in a countrey 
" of fourty myles in lengt betweene them, and under ther rule. I purpose they shall ther 
'* remayne tiU ther amytie be better confyrmed, and then, God willing, and your high 
** pleasure so knowen, I entende to sende them home free, and apparaill them lyke Englishes 
<* men ; for now they be in ther saffren shurtes, and kemoghes cotes. I must of force so doo, 
'* or elles drive them to greate extremyte ; for I thinke they bothe with all their ryches, 
*' wolde not bye themselffes one apparell, and paye for ther bourdes in your saide castell fof 
'*one quarter of a yeare; and yet I am sure ther landes, well orderid, wolde make them 
*' bothe greate lordes. I truste in God this shalbe to them sufficient warnyng from hens- 
*« fourthe." (" State Papers," Hen. VIII., Vol. 3.) 

John Oge was, however. White Knight in 1560 (and probably before that date), as in 
this year he had a pardon, under the name of John Oge, son of John Knight FitzGibbon, 
alias White Knight, of Ballywy-O'fahee in the Co. Tipperary, otherwise called John the 
White Knight of Michellstown,' Co. Cork. ("Patent Roll," 3 Eliz.) 

In 1567, he had a further pardon, in which were included his son Maurice (sL 1568) 
Gerald Gibbon fitzPhilip (alias Gerald Ballaf) of Liscarroll, Co. Cork ; Gerald Gibbon 
fitzDavid of Knocklong, (the *' Gerald fitzDavid, alias M<^tanriddery [or son of the Old 
Knight], who conveyed Knocklong to Maurice Hurly, as mentioned in App. I. to the 
account of the Sept of the Old Knight) and others. The pardon is in the following 
terms: — 

Regina &c, omnibus ad quos &c. Sciatis quod nos &c, &c, &c, pardonavimus, remisl- 
mus, et relaxavimus ac per pontes pardonamus, remittimus et relaxamus Johanni Gibbon 
fitzJohn vocat* militi albo de Michel ton in com' Corcke, Mauricio Gibbon filio ejusdem 
Johannis de ea«lem generoso, Geraldo Gibbon fitzPhilip alias Gerald Balefe de LyskaroU 
in com' p'd', Thome O'Nellegan de eadem, horsemen; Geraldo Gibbon fitzDavid de 
Knocklongy in com' Limerici generoso, Willielmo Lowes de Kilmallock, burgens', David 
Gibbon fitzPhilip de Clonbryen. William Gibbon fitzPhilip de Balleany, Johanni titz- 
William de Clenconoghor, de Ardpatryke, horsemen ; Johanni Faunte de Ballederonty, 
Kemagh, et Dermicio OMolkiery als Dermyd Riegh de Athlakagh in Com* Limerici p*d' 
husbandman, et eorum cuilibet per se &c &c &c &c, omnes et singulas prodiciones tarn 
maiores quam minores personam uostram sen fabricacionem false monete non tangentes, 
ac omnia et singula murdr' homicid' et interfecciones, tam ex malicia precogitat* quam 
aliter quomodocumque, felonias, robor' furta, latcocinia, extorc,' oppressiones, transgres- 
siones, illicit* assemblac', riot', rout', Conventicula illicit', inceud' domorum blad'et garbarum 
sen eorum alicujus volnntar* vel non voluntar', rapt' mulierum, burglar*, contempt*, 
escapia*, negligen*, ignoran*, fatsitat*, decepc* indebit* verborum proclamaciones, equitaciones 
cnm vexillis displicat,' spoliac*, depredac*, ac omnia et singula alia malefact* crimina et 
offens* quecumque ac accessor' eorundem seu eorum alicujus, tam contra pacem et com- 
munem legem nostram, quam contra formam et effectum aliquornm statut* act' ordinacion' 
sive provis', per ipsos Johaunem, Mauricium, Geraldum, Johanuem, Thomam, Geraldum, 
Willielmum, David' Willielmum, Johaunem, Johannem et Dermicium, aut per ipsorum 
aliquem ante hunc presentem diem quotiescunque, quandocunque et qualitercunque fact 
comiss' sive perpetrat' &c &c &c &c* Proviso semper qnod hec nostra pardonatio sive 
concesuo nullius sit roboris aut effect' nisi solu' hiis ex prenominat' person [ ] 

personaliter comparebuiit et seipsos submiserunt coram Comissionar' vel Justiciar' nostris 
q' pro tempore fuer' in Com' Limerici pred' infra sex menses proxim' sequentes post datum 
presentium et q' tunc erint sufficient' astrict' et obligat* unacum fide [ ] ssoi' 

convenien* ad has condiciones seqnen', viz:— quod ipsi aservabunt pacem nostram et 
respondebunt et personaliter comparebunt in omnibus cessionibus infra dictum comitatum 
qnotiescunqne vocat* aut monit' fuer* ad satisfaciend* nostris subdit* eorum demaond' juxta 
equitatem et Jnsticiam. In cujus rei &c. 
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Tbete ptrdoos were in the nsaal form, for all ofleoeee oommiUed, ezoepting offences 
A^iiMt the Queen's person, and coining falM money. 

John Oge seems to have soon renewed his oppoeition to the Government, as appears hj 
the following letter from Lo. Deputy Sydney to the Privy Council in England, dated Oct. 26, 
1669 : 

** From the Cahir I departed into the Whit Knights countrey, who of long time hath 
remayned an owtelawe, and being by custome a follower of the house of Desnumd was and 
ys now a prindpall confederal with James fItzMorioe in this Rebellion. I therefore passed 
in effect through all his eomitrey burning all the come that was gatherid and spoiling the 
rest, I rased one of his Castells, burnt and spoiled all his oth' houses ; one onely wherdn he 
bad most truste, be warded and kept against me, w«l> I somoned and assaultid, and having 
DO ordinance meet for batterie oth' then to beat a spike or a batelment the soldio" first 
man the bawne after a barbican or two and lastely burnt the torn gates and wold have 
cntrid but they in the Castell s^t it on fyer entering them selves into a vault wherl^ whiles 
the fyer had matter whereon to worke their cold no man with salftie enter. I caused therefore 
a stronge watche to be sett abowt the castell all that night, and the next day againe it was 
'valiantly attemptid and en tend, the whole warde putt to the sword and thrown ovot the 
toppe of the Castell to the terro' of all oth' wherein I assure your LL. as well the assailantes 
as the defendants showed great valency, the one by gredines of honor the othr compdlid by 
neoessitie and their owne desperat estates, and this moost to be mervellid at, that in diis 
attempt I lost not one of my company. The next countrey unto this was the L. Boches 
who with the Viscount Barry and 6^ Dermot McTeig melt me with a weake company 
excusing thdr disabilities being as they sayd compellid not onelie to suffer their foUowos to 
resorte to the Rebells, but also to purchase the saeftie of their countreyes w^ some [ ] 
and somes of money given to them. And with this fellowship I marched from thence to the 
CiUe of Corcke. At my being their I hard that betweene that andToughall the seneschallof 
Imokelly (being also a prindpall coniurato*' w^ James) did robbe and spoile all that 
countrey and had victualled his castell of Ballymarter being bound by his tenure to defend 
it against all men.'' &c &c &c. 

It was probably during the visit of John Oge to Dublin, of which such a curious desi- 
cription is above given, that his old enemy Edward Bolter made the foray into his country, 
reported in the following extract from a letter of Nicholas White to Cedll, under date of 
AprU 18th, 1569 :— 

** Edwarde butler, whom I left vr*^ my L. Deputy, is come upp into these parts contrary 
to my expectaton and is nowe agayn accompanyed w^ a tra3rne of 11^ men (as I am 
credibly enformed) and bathe spoyled the White Knight's cuntrey, and killed xxx of his 
people, by whate commission I knowe not, but I wishe this realme were more governed by 
lawe then by discretion, and that the to moche consyderacon whiche the goveno" bathe of 
themselfs in forbearing to tocbe the greate ons w* justice were lefte. Till then this lande 
will never prosper nor the crowne of Englande bold it w^out greate chardgs nor leave it w^out 
greate daunger. It must be one that hathe as well zeale from heaven as power from the 
prince that shall doit good." (*< State Papers," Ireland, Eliz., vol. 28, No. 6). 

It was not out of consideration for the White Knight however, that the En^ish offidals 
deplored the violence of bis enemies, for they had long entertained the resolution of laying 
bold of his vast estates, and parcelling them among themselves and thdr followers. The 
first step adopted in furtherance of this object was the passing of the Statute 12th Eliz., 
chap. 6, entitled " An Act for the Attaynder of such as shall be indicted of highe Treason 
or Petie Treason committed or to be committed from the first of Aprill, 1569, to the last oi 
Aprill, 1571, if they shall not yield theire boddies." Among the persons specially named 
inrthis act as guilty of the most terrible crimes against the State were Janies FitzMaurice, 
the SeneKchal of Imokilly, and the Whyte Knight, Soon after the passing of this Act the 
White Knight yielded his body, not to the Government but to the earth ; and as the officers 
of the Crown could not legally confiscate his large possessions, the legislative machinery 
was put in motion, with the result desired by the vultures that hungered for the rich spoils 
which his attainder would place at their disposal. 

^>n the 26th of June, 1570, the Lord Deputy Sydney wrote to the Privy Council of 
England. . . 

*^ And even as for this Lands of this Earle of Desmond so are all othe>^ matters for 
Mounster quite out of all order till a President be there placed. And suerlie if any had 
come, when it was firste appointed or if one had ben placed when Mr. Gylbert departed, I dare 
boldelie saye y^ beside the quietnesse of the countrey, and th encrease of thdse & suche other 
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wvet i — ■ Co her llaM use, tiiera might have bea sauvd, that hatfae ben spent £3,000 betidee 
the losM of manj mens' lives that hathe growen and is like to growe ere it be brought to 
that qnietnesse again. And among oth* things loste bjr lingreing there is dead in this 
meane tyme the Whyte Knight, of whose landes I doabt howe any holde ran be taken by 
lawe. Of this of Mounster I have spedallie written to her lCat^« as matter moste neceasarie 
to be soUicited for the quiet of this land and in like sorte have I done for money to be sent 
over, botiie w«h I moste hnmblie desire yor LLs to sollioite as yon tender the honor of this 
•tote." 

Q* State Papers," Ireland ; Elizab., Vol. 80, No. 66). 

In the same Vol. of ** State Papers," No. 60, is a memorandum, under the date of 26th 
Jane, 1570, of ** A Bill of the Acts rejected in Parliament, those enacted, and a Bill drawn 
to entitle the Queen to the lands of the White Knieht." To which is added, **The Tray tor 
the White Knight died during the tyme of his rebellion belbre the last sesdon of the Parlya- 
ment, and therfore ther is a byll for to intitle her Ma^« to his lands and possessions w^out 
yn<^ her Ma^ cannot have that w<>^ he have most justly deserved to forfayt.** 

The Bill here referred to was subsequently passed into " An Act for tli' attainder of John 
fitEGerald called in his lyff tyme the White Knlghte, otherwise called John Oge fitzJobn 
Enigh^ fitzGibbons.*' It is enrolled on the ''Patent Roll of Chancery," 10-13 ^liz., as one 
of the Acts passed by the Parliament holden on the 5th Decb^, 1570, and is worth printing 
if only to shew the disgusting affectation of religious earnestness employed in the Preamble, 
It is as follows : — 

** Wheare the juste judgment of God bathe cutt of from the bodie of this youre Ma^l^ 
comon Wei the that uiinaturall unkinde & cormpte member named John fitzgeralde, called in 
lias lyf tyme the White Knlghte, outherwise called John oge fitz John Knighte fit^ gybbons, 
havinge l>en soo haynouse an offender of youre Majestie & youre lawes as one of the princi- 
patl ft chiefeste actuall doers in this lasts rebellion, as God moughte nott of his justice suffer 
hym to lyve to soo extreme daungier of this youre Mat" Bealme & of all the goode members 
of the same ; yett'consideringe that his mooste traiterouse cruell & ingrate doings in his lyff 
weare soo perniciouse & perillous an example, togither withhiscontynuaunceinhls false & 
trajTterottse intents & purposes against youre highnes & the whole estate of youre Realme 
•8 the same doo require extreme correcdon & ponyshment, to the terror & feare of all others, 
whiche his ofiiences nether weare ne convenyentlye coulde have bene in his lyff tyme con- 
dignlie ponished & corrected. It may therfore please youre moste excellente Ma^« that it 
may be enacted and be yt enacted with youre highnes assents the lords sp'uall & temp'all ^ 
the com*ns in this p'sent p'liam^ assembled & by auct'ie of the same, that the saide John fitz 
Gendde called in his lyfe tyme the White Knight, by whatsoever estate degree name sur- 
name or condicion he was called or knowen, for the saide. traiterouse offences rebellious 
eonfederacies adherencies & dedes by him moste disloyally comytted & p*petrated shalbe by 
the aot'tie of this p'nte p'liamt adjudged & attaincted from the fiirste daye of Aprill in the 
eleventh yere of youre Ma^ Reigne traitor of liighe treason. And that the same John 
fitz G^ralde called in his lyff tyme the White Knighte shall forfeict & lose to youre Ma*'i« 
your heires ft successors all snche Castells manners meases lands ten'ts meadowes leases 
pastures woddes waters rents rev'cons remainders services offices ffees annuities uses posses- 
sions rights condScons oomodities & all other hereditaments of what names natures or 
qualities so ev* they l>e and also all suche goodes oatteils & debts whiche the same John fits 
Geralds called in his lyff tyme the White Knighte had anjoyed or was seised or possessed of 
the saide furste day of Aprill in the saide eleventh yere of youre Ma^ Beinge or att any 
tyme sithens. And all suche rights titles estats intrests uses & possessions which he had the 
saide furste day of Aprill or att any tyme sithens of in or to the saide Castells manors & 
other the p'misses & everie p*te & p'cell of them and that all suche castells manors meases 
lunds ten'ts meadowes leasues pastures woods watera rents rev'cons remainders services 
offices ffees anuities uses possessions tithes rights intrests condicions comodities & all 
outber hereditaments shalbe by the aut*tie aforesaide adjudged vested & demed to be in the 
lUituall & reaU possession of youre Ma^^ from tlie said furste day of Aprill in the saide 
eleventh yere of your reigne without any office or Inquisicion thereof to be taken or founde 
aoQordioge to the com'n or statute lawes of this youre realme. Savinge & be it enacted by 
aut*tie Aforesaid to all & everie p'son & p*sons & bodies politique & corporate & there heires 
ft assignee ft soccessofs & to every of them outher then the saide John fitz Gerald called in 
his lyff tyme the Wiiyte ELnlghte ft his heires generall ft speciall hereafter clayminge t4i# 

K 



70 UNPUBLISHED GEBALDINB DOCUMENTS. 

p'miMBOrp'teofthenittheireor byanyoonvdyanee to bemadebyorfHnntheaiideJolin 
fits Geralde called in his Ijff tyme the White Knighte & all & eyerie other p*80ii & p'sons 
elaymf nge by him or to hb use or to the use of any his heires geoerall or sp'iall all soche 
rights titles tntrests leases ffees rents services rents chardgs rents seclce & all outher 
oomodities proffitta and hereditaments whatsoever tliat they or any of them had mig hte 
coulde or ougbte to liave had yf this p*sente Acfee had nev' bene had ne made. Provided 
always & be it farther enacted by th' autHtie aforesaide that this Acta shall nott eztende to 
any lands ten'ts or hereditament with there appnrten' that the wyffe of the saide John 
fitz Geralde called in his lyffe tyme the Wliite Knighte had in her owne righte in use pos- 
session remainder rev'cyon or othervrise in estate of inheritaonce or to any lands ten'ts or 
hereditaments with there appnrten'ces that weare ensured by any conveighannce to his saide 
wyfle or to any to her use before the saide day of April! but that she & her assignee & all& 
everie outher p'son & p'sons seised to her use & uses shall have & enjoye the saide lands 
ten'ts] k hereditaments with ther appurten'oes so ensured & conveied & that she & her heires 
gen'all & spedall & all & everie outher p'son & p'sons seised to her & theire use & uses 
shall have & enjoye the saide lands ten'ts & hereditaments with there appurten' that 
she had in use possesaon rev'cion remainder or outher title in estate of inheritance accord- 
inge to her & there title in & to the same as yf this Acte had nev* bene had ne made 
any thinge in this Acte conteyned to the contraire notwithstandinge. 

The next proceeding taken respecting the immense property forfeited by the attainder 
of John Oge was to have it surveyed. This task was entrusted to one Robert Lythe^ 
apparently the nominee of Burghley, to whom he reports the progress made in March, 
1670 :— 

Jiobert Lythe to Lord Burghley, 24 March, 1670. 

** Ryght honorable my humble deutye remembred may yt please yon to be advrtysed, 
that accordynge to your commandement, I have folowed the honorable lord depntye of her 
Majesties realme of Irdand for the perfectynge of a platte of the same, wherm the sayd 
lord depntye hath takyn suche order and care for the doynge theroff, &c ^bc 

** I have begone the platte of Ireland to be mayd in length viii fote and a halfe, and in 
brede t fote and a halfe, to th' entent, by that largenesse, the most notoble matt' may be 
shewde therin, notwtstandyng here ys no good payenter in thys land, to set yt so well 
forth as I wold haue yt save onely to be done of myne owne hand, accordinge to those 
platts wyche you haue alredy scene of the landes of Mr. Marshalls of Ireland, that ys the 
lordsh3rpps of Coley, Ometh, Mowme, and the Newry, and a platt of Syr Peter Garow 
hys lands in Idrone, and nowe by my Lord Deputyes commandement two platte wheroff one 
conteyneth the herledome of Tomond the bother the Whyt knyghte landes and the landes 
of the knyghte of the Wallye, shewynge the boundes of the same lands, nothaiwayes I 
can not set yt forth by cause here is notbynge to doe yt w^ all, thus most humble I praye 
alroyghty god kepe your honor in holthe and longe lyue w^ encrease of honor to your 
herts dec^re, the 21^ Mrcbe 1570." 

Page 22, line 5. — ** Ordained for the mamtenanee of his wifey 

In the Act of Attainder of John Oge FitzGibbon, above printed, the right of his wife to 
possess such lands as she was entitled to, either by way of inheritence or of dowry, was 
protected by a special proviso. She seems to have been Ellinor, daughter of Sir John 
FitzThomas FitzGerald, styled by his partisans 18th Earl of Desmond (and whose son. 
Sir James FiteJohn, 14th Earl of Desmond, was the grandfather of James, the ^^8u^a» 
Earl,'' subsequently betrayed by Edmond, the White Knight). 

According to Bouike's " Extinct, &c., Peerages," Ellinor was twice married, firstly to 
Thomas Tobin, of Cumshinagh (Co. Tipperary), and secondly to John Oge FitzGKboon. 
But it does not appear that sbe left any issue by either husband. 

Dame Ellinor was alive in 1577, as may be inferrsd from a lease of certain portions of 
the forfeited lands of the White Knight, made in that year to James Roche, son to the 
Visoonnt Roche, the particulars of which are as follows : — 

''Lease (under commission 6 Aug. xvii.) to James Roche gent, son to the [Visconnt 
Roche], of the castle or manor of Oldecastelton, Co. Cork, hmds in Castelton, Ballyremon, 
Ballipbillipp, and Ardescoe, BaHyveston, Kyldarrk, KilmaouUen, and Kyldonye, parcels 
ef the said manor ; the castle or manor of Michelston and the town of Kilcoghlane, with a 
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canre and A half of land, in the tendre of dar/M Ellenor Fitz Desmande widow of Jolin Oge 
FitzGibt)one Geitalde attainted as part of her jointure — all parcels of the possessions of the 
said John Og« fitz John Gibbone attainted. \To hold for 21 years, at a rent of £8. 18. 4., 
for the manor of Oldeeastelton ; and for the manor of Micbelstowne daring the life of dame 
£2/«»of one grain of wheat, and afterwards 43". 4^.'* 28 Mai/ xix. [Elizab.]. (Fiant 
No. 2574 (Reign of Elizab.), Public Record Office.) 

Dame Ellinor, who appears, as already stated, to have left no issue by her marriage with 
John Oge FitzGKbbon, cUed in or immediately before tlie year 1579, as in a lease made to 
Edmond fitzJohn in that year, some of the lands included in the lease are stated to have 
come into the queen*s hands "by the death of Ellenor fitzDesmonde late wife of said John 
Oge.** (Vid. infra). In the year 1581 a lease in reversion was made t« one Gerald 
Aylmer of several lands, forming part of the possessions of the attainted White Knight, 
Including certain parcels *^late in the tenure of Ellenor fitzDesmonde, wife of John 
Oge Gibbon fitzGerauld attainted:^ (See Fiant, No. 313U ; Elizab. Public Record 
Office.) 

Page 22, line 6. — " Edmond, Mb second son,*^ 

The eldest son of John Oge, Maurice (who was slain at Clogher, in Kerry, in 1568), 
having left no male issue, the title of White Knight devolved on his next brother, 
Edmond, who was of course reduced to poverty by the forfeiture of his father's possessions, 
nnder^the Act of Attainder. But at hid humble suit, the Crown, in 1576, gave 
Edmond a lease of a large portion of the forfeited lands for a term of years, much to 
the annoyance of the English officials in Ireland, by whom he was alternately petted and 
denounced. 

This lease, dated 14 July, 18th year of Queei Elizabeth, conveyed to Edmond the 
manor or castle of Ballyboie, Co. Tipperary, the lands of Balliboie and Ballendomishere, 
same Co. ; Ballienochan and the Scarte, Co. Coric ; Pollardestowne near Brygowne, Kil- 
glasse ; 58s. 4d. sterling chief rent out of [John Fitzgeralde*s] lands in Ardeskeighe, 
268. 8d. out of William Fitz Thomas' lands in Brigowne, 44s. 5d. out of Bich. CushinV 
lands in Farrehie ; 40s. out of the Viscount of Fermoie's lands in G[arranderollan], 17s. 9d. 
out of Bich. Cushen's lands in Mowntecroban, Co. Cork ; lands of Kerogarrowe near Kil- 
mailoke, and Baynewitawghe, Go. Limerick ; 40s. out of Shane boye BocheV lands in 
Eilfynan; 13s. 4d. out of Gerald McBichard's lands in Ballindrantie, now in the tenure 
of Will. Keaghe; 13s. 4d. out of Gerald M^Thomas lands in Ballynskallie ; 13s. 4d. out 
of John M^Shehie's lands in Downemone ; 20s. out of Conohor roe O Henian's lands in 
Ballenvestellandon ; 20s. out of Ballanescaddan ; 268. 8d out of Peter Creaghe's lands and 
other tenements in Ballingady ; 408. out of Fonteslands ; 20s. out of Gerald M^^Thomas 
lands in Ballinwrenye ; 20s. out of Gybbon Dirrontes lands in Glanelare ; 10s. out of 
Stephenston ; 26s. 8d. out of Shane boie Boches lands in Dirraghe; 138. 4d. out of 
M^Shane boyes lands in Ballishaneboie ; £5. 6. 8. out of John Langan's lands and others 
of Ardepatricke in Cloughnodfoyle ; 40s. out of Gkrald M*^Gibbnn & Edm. M<^Gibbon's 
lands in Ballynlondrie ; 26s. 8d. out of Bich. Foxes lands in Ballinehowne ; 13s. 4d. out 
of Shane boye Boche's lands in Ballenenonowe ; 13s. 4d. out of Ballyneloyne ; 333. 4d. 
out of Donald Heine and Thady Heine's lands in Cahercline, Co. Limerick, (all the 
rents in sterling), possessions of John oge Fitz John Gibbon fitz Geralde called the White 
Knight lately attainted of high treason. To hold for 21 years, at a rent of £58. 16. 2 J 
Irish. Maintaining six horsemen of English nation. (See Fiant, No. 2523 ; Elizab. 
Public Becord Office.) 

Ih 1579, Edmond Fitzgibbon seems to have surrendered the foregoing lease, receiving 
in return a fresh grant, oomprising the lands conveyed by the former graht and others 
which had in the meantime come into the hands of the Crown. The new lease, dated 12 
August, 2l8t year of Queen Elizabeth, granted to <* Edmond FitzGibbon,"'among others, the 
following lands, chiefiries, and perquisites (some of which are included in the leasa of 1576, 
as already remarked), viz. : — 

The site of the manor or castle of Balliboye, Co. Tipperary, 4 ploughlands in Balliboye 
and Ballindomishere, same Co., the lands of Ballienochan and the Scarte, Co. Cork, Pol- 
lardeaton near Brigowne, Kilglasse, in said Co., the site of the eastle called the Newe 
Gastell, Co. Tipperary, the lands of Clannaghonowe and Gurtyns to the said castle per- 
taining, the lands of Killcharonoghe, Dyrragharick, and Crinaghdan, Cawltellaughneggaran, 
and Ballichehan, Co. Tipperary, 138.4d. chief rent out of Sbaniaghan in the tenure of Bich. 
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Ketinge, tod the profits •f the coart of the said castle; the site of the castle or manor of 
Micbelleston, Oo. Cork, the town of KilcoghUne, one carew of land to the said castle 
belonging, same Co., the lands of Ballingreny and Jameston, Co. Limerick ; 68s. 4d. 
sterling chief rent out of John Fits Gerald's lands in the manor of Ardskeighe same Co., and 
other premises contained in the preTions grant, poesessions of John oge fitz John Gybbon fitz 
G«rald, otherwise the White Knight, attainted of high treason, and in the queens hands by 
the mnrender of Edmund and by the death of EUenor FU» Deamonde iate wife of eatd 
John oge. To hold for 21 years, at a rent of £71. 6. 2}. Maintaining seven English . 
horsemen. Not to alien without license under the great seal, and not to charge ooine and 
livery. (See Fiant, No. 2850 ; Eliaab. Public Becord Office.) 

These leasee were, in 1690, converted into a grant in tail male, at a certain rent, by a 
Queen's Letter, dated 9 Augt., 1690, of which the following is a copy : — 

[The Queen to the Lord Deputy.] 

** Elizabbth, B. 

** Ton shall understand that upon very credible information given unto us by most of 
our principal ministers and servants that haue either governed or otherwise served us 
these many years in Ireland, of the faithful, painful, and dangerous services done unto us, 
specially in the late rebellion of James FitaMorice and the late attainted Earl of 
Desmond, by Edmond FitzGybbon, usually called the White Knight, and in considera- 
tion also that his father*s lands, to which he was inheritable, were by some hard construc- 
tion of law, though justly, seized for us, and by us granted to his son, now called Edmond 
Gybbon, in lease for years : We are at this present time, upon his most humble suit and 
oflfer of service to the uttermost of his power in all loyalty, contented that he shall haue to 
him and the heirs male of his body, all such lands and chief rents whereof his father was 
seized or possessed, being escheated to us or that hereafter may be fonnd to have escheated 
unto us by his father's attainder. To haue to him and the heirs male of his body ; 
reserving to us and our successors such rent as hath been already by any Inquisition 
fonnd due for the same, or that upon survey shall be hereafter thought reasonable to be 
reserved, in a manner favourable for his better maintenance to liue upon. And to hold 
the same of us and of our Crown by some portion of Knight's service, or by such other 
service as the same lands were held before his father's attainder. Wherefore we will and 
command you, our Deputy and our Chancellor, by the advice of our learned counsd, to 
cause a grant to be made in good form of law, under our Great Seal, to the said Edmond 
FitzGybbon, commonly called the White Knight, and the heirs male of his body, by 
such tenure And rent as afore is mentioned, of all the lands and rents with their appurte- 
nances, that any wise did belong to his father, not already granted by us to any other in 
any state of inheritance. And further, upon surrender of his lease, he shall be acquitted 
of all arrerages of rent, if any be due by him, upon a former grant made to him at any 
time heretofore. 

" And be it remembered that at the next Parliament he be restored in blood, where- 
unto we naue consented." — Motrin^ i Cal. Pat, Soils, 

Page 22, lines 7-8. — " Gone to traveil beyond the seas, along with 

James Fit%Mavr%ce.^* 

That Edmond the White Knight was on the Continent at the same time with Jamea 
FitzMaurice is beyond doubt ; but it is unlikely thst he was abroad '* in his father's 
lifetyme and also in y« lifetyme of his elder brother Maurice," as stated in lines 6-7 ; for 
James FitzMaurice's departure to the Continent did not take place until 1676, whilst 
Edmond's brother Maurice was slain in 1668, and Uis father died in 1670. It is certain 
that Edmond was in Ireland in 1673, as appears by a letter from Patrick Sherlock, 
Sheriflf of Tipperary, dated l7th January in tliat year, inclosed in a communicatioo of 
the Lord Deputy to the Privy Council, dated 81st January, 1674 :-^ 

Patricke Shurlook to Mr, FitzOerald, 

*' I hartelie comende me unto you, I see you are dalied withall by my L. of Desmonds, 
he was this last Tuesdaie with M<'Bryan Arre and did meete with Th erle of Clanricard' 
and his sonnes, with all the Brynes of Thomond (Th erle of Thomond and his brother 
onelie excepted) at the Busshoppes house of EihiUoi^e. 
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«« This Usk fridoie morning the Wkft Kiiigfats soime called Edmond, Maoge eondowo, 
liahowDA MoMorogb of Kilboliin eame with vii horsemen and iiix^ footmen to take the 
pray of Kilfekell. The cry being up, Mr. Edward fiatler being in Doneslceyagh pursued 
them and tooke the spoile from them, kylled the Abbot of Domease bis Sonne called 
Shane Odome and v footemen and dyven of them drowned; this the last of xx^. 

** 'thus I leave and byd you harteHe well to fare.' God send yon a good and a peaxable 
ende of your jomey. From Tolemahie this present Sondaie the zvii^ dale of Januarie 
1673." 

The date of the departure Ibr the Continent of James FitzBIanrice and the White 
Knight may be pretty conclusively referred to the year 167d, on the authority of the 
following letters : — 

L The Earl qf Ormond to Bwghky. 20 Mwch, 1575. {ThurUs*) 

« For your L. honorable and frendly dealing in my cawses with her Maiestye,'! do think 
myself moche bowed unto you, and wish ther wear som occasion wherby my good will 
might apear, to requyte the same. I cannot tell, how to enlarge with fayr words, but 
truely my L. if you think' me in good will any thing inferyor to any frend you have, you 
do me wrong, and so I leave this ! Now my L. I do hear inclosed send you the copies 
of 2 letters I receaved, the originall letters I send to her Majestye, the one from James 
FItzMoris, the other from the Whit Knight, to whose contrese her highness is entituled 
by awctorite of parlament. I kannot lyke of the departing of these that wear companyons 
in the late rebellion of James, ther wyfes as 1 hear be gone with them, and themselfes 
departed the realme before ther letters wear delivered to me, which be no good tokens of 
there good meaning as I suppose. This James oaryed a fryer and a prest with him who 
be the messingers commonly used hear by bad subiects, to practis for them beyond the 
aease, as you know James hatha oft done. I can wiyte nothing of therle of DtsmooMl 
whether he wear privy to ther going away or no, but what I may learn I will adnertie to 
her Ma. and your L. So having no further matter. . . 



>» 



II. << Edmond Knight^'* the White Knight, to Earl of Ormond, 10 Mareh^ 1575. 

{Giant.) 

*' Bight honorable, my dutie alwaies remembrid, and for asmoche as X was deprived of 
my living & contry & that for lak of favo^ others doth entend to optainne myn eoherit* 
aunce & living, by meanes wherof I hame moved to resort to some strandg country In 
hope to come to favo^ or to get my living. Therefore I humbly beseche yO' L. to be 
good to my bedfellow and to favo^ her^ all her necessity untill suohe tyme as I leto'ne 
hito Irland, And I take my leave w^l> yo^ Lb wishing almightie God to p'senre 
yor honor, Arom Glane the xth of Marche, 1574. 

To' L.is trostie frend to oomand." 

'* I hame so bold as to require yo^ honoi^ to writ in my favo^ to the Quene, requiring 
her grace to aiecept me into her grace & to restore me my country, and that I shall aerrte 
her grace during my liff. Edmond Knight." 

Endorsed " Becelved this Vre 

xixMarcil, 1574." 

III. The Queen to the Earl of Ormond, 12 April, 1575. {St. Jkfne^s.) 

*^ Bight trusty & welbelovid oowsyn, &o. For the I'res w^k of late we received of ywtt 
ft advertisement of the departure of JameS FitzMoryce & the White* Knighte into Spayne 
ont of Irland w*lk>nt leave from us or our Deputie we do give yon o' harty thanks, and do 
nnderstapd that you do very well answer the good opinion that we bane allwais had of 
yow. Altho we do thynk suerly that ther departure can neither do them eny good nor oe 
eny harme, yet we can in no wise like of ther doengs, and pray yow still (as you haue 
done well hitherto) carefully & dewtifully to have an ey as well to such mens doengs & 
there adherents and folowers, as to the behave" of the erle of Desmond, who can not 
be thought all togither ignorant of ther cownsells & deseignea. As for us yo^ may 
assure yorself we are in the same good opinion of yo'^ good will ft redynes to eny thyns 
wherein you may do us true ft faithfull s'vioe, as we were when yow departed hence? 
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Tlie stay on the Continent of the White Knight conld not hare been Tery long, as may 
be learned from the folkming letter of Edmond and his confederates to tht Earl of 
Desmond:— 

[Ednumd . . » the White Knight to the Earl of Desmond]. MiteheUtown^ 

Uth Jnly, 1575. 



« 



My dewtie premised anto yO^ honorable L. whereas we Edmonde MoRidery, the 
Seneschall, and John FitzUllick came nowe of late to this o' naturall countrey of 
Ireland leaving o* M'. James FitzMorrice in Fraunce being in g6od helthe and like to 
come into the Q* Ma^ fkvor by the petidon of the king- of Fraunce. Because we do heare 
comonly that the commissioners and you thought otherwise of us then as wee did entended 
to bring to passe in o' trayvell wee desire yo^ to shee us protected by yo^ and by the 
commissioners that wee may presente C selfs and appere before yo^ there to shewe further 
of 0^ mynde. 

" Thus I end from Balyavistiall this zv^h of July, 1575. 

" To' assured subiects Edmond M^'Rtdery, the 
Seneisshall, and John FytzUlugk." 
*' To the right trusty and my very 
good L. Gerrott Therle of 
Desmonde this be delyvered." 

Page 22, lines 12-13. — ** Memorable acts for the Crown of England. 

The first, or nearly the first, of these ** memorable acts,'* was the slaughter by Edmond 
the White Knight, In 1581, of a large number of Desmond's followers, some of whom 
were of his own kindred, as reported by Sir Henry Wallop to Secretary Walsingham, in 
a letter dated from Dublin, I7th July, 1581 :— 

Sir H, Wallop to Sedf- WaUyngham. 

. . . .... . * . 

<* The iiide hereoff one Edmonde M^Bothery sons to the Whyte Knyght in Monster 
be^nge before charged by S' Gkorge Bowser and others, that he laye in place to do good 
servyce and was abell w^ his followers to do yS and that y^ was grete shame he dyd 
yt not by that eggynge kylled 43 off desmondes men of warre whereof iiii or v Garal- 
dynes, yff these be not servyces to be taken in good part in this contrye where ou' warres 
ys but lyke foxe huntynge, for that ou' enemy es flye from us to th* wood's and wyll at 
no tyme foyght w^ us but upon grete advantage I knowe not when any thinge shall 
happen that maye be thowght acceptabell, but yff we haue not p'sent monye yt wyl be 
worse' ere yt be better. 1 haue borowed off Mr Folysoes men and other marchants to be 
repayed in.Inglandeabowe £2,000 and nowe knowe not where to haue z£ more, seynge 
her Matie must paye y t in the ende, there ys small poUyce to detayne]yt where yt shoulde 
do most good.*' ... 

In a previous letter of the lOth July, 1581, Wallop inclosed to Sec7 Walsyngham a 
<' schedule of the principal among 30 rebels slain at Drumfinnin, by Edmond M^Rodderie, . 
the White Knight." The schedule apparently refers to the slaughter reported in the 
letter of the 17th July, 1581, though the numbers as given in both documents do not 
correspond, the *< 30 rebels " of the ** schedule" being swelled to *^^Z* in the letter of 
17th July. But it is most likely that the first six names in the ** schedule," who were 
all of the sept of M^rhomas (FitzGerald) of Pallis, in Limerick, faithful kinsmen and 
adherents of the Earl of Desmond, represent *^ the iiii or v Garaldynes ** of Wallop's letter. 
The schedule is as follows : — 

** MoThomas, called Ricd, a leader. 

Shane M^Thomas, his brother, a leader. 
Edmond M^Thomas, his brother, a leader. 
Morris FitzJohn, of Knocknoen, a leader. 
Richard FitzJohn, his brother, a leader. 
Thomas FitzJohn, their brother, a leeder. 
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.Dertnotid Ontoiii a faoraeman. 
... OimiMAEUiry'MeShjhiealeaderofgAlliglas. ' 

Donogbe Oboyeella, galliglas. 
Shane ne-gartie MoGilla Martin, galliglas. 
.Donoghe MoSbane y Conoowe. 
Tbo. MoDaoid Bourie, galliglas, 
and XX mor." 

Dranfinnin, where the alanghter is stated to have been eommltted, is the old nanM of 
the high ridge whieh extends from Oastlelyons^ in the Oo. Coric, to Ringogonagh on Dun- 
ganran Bay, Co. Waterford, and divides the Barony of Decies Within Dtwn Hfom that 
of Decies Without Dftmit in the latter county. 

Edmond*8 zeal for the " Crown of England *^ did not last long, however, if we may 
believe the wary and nnscrnpiilons Sir Warhani Sentleger, who, writing finora Cork, to 
Lord Barghley, under date of May 25, 1582, says :—* 

'*My humbel dutie donne untd yo* lordshipe, shippinge no we departinge lience f or 
England I bould it my parte too enforme y(>>^ honore what bath < happened in this estate 
senoe tlie writinge of my laste letters. 

&c. &c. &e. 

There is latelie fallen into rebellion the barren of Likesnawe, who before his goeinge out 
sought meanes under pretence of friendshipe trecherslie to murther all the sodldsrs in 
Kerry, but as god would miste of his porpoee killing but Captaine Aohame and a sixteea 
or twantie of soulders more, the reste retyering themselves unto the Abbey of Adart^ 
[Ardfsrt}, to w^l^ place the gouemoure is gonne for the releese. 

<' Edmond McRudderye sonne to the White Knight who ever sence this rebellonhath 
bynne dandelled w^^ is now allso fallen into rebdlion and joyned his forces w^h the 
traitoure th' earle of Desmond and for his better confermadon to the said earie hath 
taken his child bom in the woddes to be fostered as we are hear informed. 

**• The traitours in Desmond in the earle of Clencara^contrie increase daielie in stranght 
expectinge the arryvall of forren poore, the traitoure the barren of likesnawe is come 
ifth all his cattell and force into Desmond." &c, &c. 

Nevertheless, in the month of January following, we find Edmond afibcting great 
satisfaction at the killing of Sir John of Desmond, his kinsman and former confederate, 
the manner of which is thus related in a letter to the Earl of Ormond :— 

Sdmond Oyhhon, the White Knight, to the Earl of Ormond, 5 January, 1582. 

^ Right honnorable and my verye goode L. my bounden dntye allwaies remembered unto 
y(>>^ hoonor Pleasethe yo^ Lp. to be adwertised that thancks be unto god, uppon a 
wenysdaya last the tray tor John of Desmonds Patrik Condon & James MoShaoe 
fzGerrothe, liavhig in ther companie but one horseman more, goinge to myte Dauid Barrye 
uppon the borden of Castellyans, Captaine Zontche laye in ambushni^^ before them 
and found them unhorssed as we here saye uppon cavalles and chased at them and as god 
is plesure was tha tray tour John Is behedded and James fsJohn taken prizoners & the two 
more escaped, so oouimitting yo^ Lp. to god I end from Visteltowne [Mitdielstown], the 
6th January, 1683. 

'* To^ honnors to commando in whate he may 

«'Edd. Gybbon." 

Page 22, lines 23-5. — "jETm adversaries would say that the 

White Knight was worthy as namely old Sir JEdward Fit^ 

Harris 

Sir Edward FitzHarris's opinion of Edmond, the White Enfght, was anything but 
favourable, at least before the latter had ingratiated himself with the Bnglish party by his 

Ambu$hmf. The <* Four Ma6ters," in their the other." But the statementB of CVBalj, 

account of the killing of Sir John of Desmond, Hooker, and Cox, on the. subject support tilie 

at te that the meeting of his small party with accuracy of the White Knight's wHjoxint above 

the lar^ force of Captain Zoutche was aoci- given, 
dental, thai *' neither of them was in searoh of 
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tieacberoiu betrayal of the Sngan Earl of Demond. The eulogitt of Edmond, who quotes 
FitsHarris's good opinion of iSaif ooald not hare leon tlie eontenta of the letter of which 
the following is a copy : — 

Edward FUeHarria to Lord BwrgKley^ 16 Aug,^ 1697. 

** Hnnbtj vouchsafeth yor honnor to be advertised by yO)^ sup^ Edward Fitzharies that 
one Moriee FitzGibbon sone to the Whit knight of Mounster who latelye preferred peticion 
unto yo^ Lp. is bound by reoogntsanoe for suspicion of misdemtenO^ wherew^ he is aodused 
to be fortbeomynge before the L. president upon certayne dayes warninge, and doubting lo 
foosaoe Us triall thempon hath therfbre repaired hither unknowen to the said L. prssid* 
thereby thinkinge (as yo^ sup^ is enformed) to procure pardon for himself as also for ■ his 
fitber who likewise incurred the danger of lawe & for his better sucossse sugijssteth a 
skew of Service wher in truth the principall traitors of the said province are his owns 
nephewes in law whom he releued as is supposed ; yet to cello' the same kild som of ther 
men wher he mnght as well have comanded ther leaded heads, wherof the L. priBsident is 
aot ignorant. May yt therfore please yO' honno' the premises to consider & the suspicion 
bad of the Whit knight his loyalty who now denieth to appere w^Nmt proteocion being 
notw^standing sheriff of that county of Corck & in tyroe past accompanied Jamis Fitz 
Moriee into Franee to procure an invasion of her hignes reahne of Ireland, for w«k as for 
many other heynous offences hath bene eftson pardoned yt in regard therof yo' honnorable 
lettrsB (if enny be granted) may be directed to the L. presidt of Mounster who chcflie 
knoweth the man his behanio' & the offences by him lately comytted or otherwise som 
^ynister and oouert course may be wroght for the spedie grantinge of his pardon w^ the 
VBSt of his demands before the L. prssident be acquainted therew^k to the suppression of 
justice & thencuradgmt of other offenders. And yo' supt craving pardon for bis bouldnes 
as also not to be discooerod for his duty herein shall incessantlie pray your honnon health 
in all happynes. 

^ Yo>^ honnO'* to be comanded, 

*< Edward Fytzharries.*' 

Page 22, lines 11-12, ab inf. — '* A9 for hilling James, the stout and 

stately Bastard of Lord BjoehP 

The White Knights were constantly at war with the Lords Bocbe, their near neigh- 
bours. In fact, it may be said that the only bond of union between them was the 
hereditary opposition of both families to the English Government. Whenever the fol- 
lowers or retainen of the two parties met, except in alliance against the common foe, there 
was sure to be a bloody encounter between them. 

The ^ stout and stately Bastard of Lord Rooh," whom Edmond slew, seems to have 
been the person described in Burke's *' Extinct Irish Peerage " among the progeny of 
*' David Roche, Viscount Roche and Fennoy,'' as *< a son killed by the rebels in the 
Queen*s wars." His name, as above mentioned, was James. His brother, the Lord Roche 
(or Maurice de Rupe et Fermoy), in a letter to the English Privy Council, dated from 
Castletown [Roche], 3 May, 1684, thus inveighs against the slayer of his brother, whose 
bastardy, if real, he takes care to hide : — 

**Kight honnorable my bounden dutie to yo* goode lordeshippes premissed, yo' Tree 
whiche I recevede of late doetbe manifesto yo' goode affecdons towardes me, besechinge 
youe so slwaies to continue ; and whearas 1 amegeven to understand that the Lorde Barrye, 
Edmounde M<^Gibbon, Patricke Condon and the Seneshall of Imokillye doe entende to 
repaire thither, I thoughte good to signifie uiit<> yOnre honnoures that the said lorde barrye 
buroede and spoylede my conntr}'e when he was in open Rebellion and is sithence my 
mortall enemy ; and allso the said Edmonde Fitz Gibbon was synce tlie bygynninge of the 
rebellion of James Fitz Morrice aydinge and asistinge the said James, & weote withe him 
to Spayne as well manteyninge these lasts traitoures, his eldest sonn dpethe yett wayte in 
Spayne upon the said James is son, and besseds the same he murderede my brother James 
Roche a loyall subiect to hir Maiestie & divere others of my men althougbe the said James 
Boche in his life tyme faythfullye bathe done diuerse goode services against the rebelles as 
Sr John Parrott the L. Deputie and others the governors of this Realms can testifie, in 
respecte wherof the said James Roche is sonn by I'res patehts paste under the iirode seale 



THE WHYTB KNIQHT. 77 

heare had a lease for certaine yeares of olde Castelltowne and of Michelstowne and yett 
his son was therof disposseasede by some sinister meanes procurede by the said Edmonds 
frendes, the said Seneschall w^^ the said Edmoundes men, and by his procurmente, as also 
by the ayde and asistance of Patricke Condon, the traitor martherede and kylled my 
bretherin and men, robbede spoylede and wasted my countrye wherof I hnmblye beseche 
yo' honnou" to haue consideracion and that the les faveure they may have, fearinge it 
woulde be an enconragement to any others to attempte the like, Also I homblye beseche 
that they nor any of them may haue any graunte that shal be preiudiciall to me or to any 
of myne, to thende that they may perceave great difference to be betwne the loyal & those 
that deSfVed hir highnes displeasure, nott doubtinge but yonre honno" will have considera- 
cion of this my reasonable petidon, & will satisfie myne expectancie hirein, thus I humblye 
take my leave the 8 of May 1584. 

'* To' honnorable lordshippes to comannde 

M. DB &UPPB & Fbrmot." 

In the foregoing letter Lord Roche and Fermoy carefully avoids all reference to the 
murder by himself and friends, some years before, of Gibbon FitzGibbon, the brother of the 
White Knight Edmond. For this murder Lord Roche had a pardon in 1564, in tlie fol- 
lowing terms : — 

** H. Sydney. Fiant Tre d'ne Regine paten' in debita forma tenore verbor* sequen*. 
Regina &c, omnibus ad quos &c, Salutem. Sciatis quod nos &c, &c, &c, &c, pardonavimus, 
Remisimus et relazavimus, ac per presentes pardonamus remittimus et relaxamusMauricio 
Roche filio et hered* D'n! Roche, Joh'i fitz Edmond Roche de Ballehyndeny, Jacobo fitz 
Maurice Roche de Croghe, Gilleduffe Shynan de Downerraill, Johanni Busher de Castle* 
towne, Jacobo Roche alias Mac Henry de Corraghmachenry in com' Cork, gent', et eorum 
cuili't per se quibuscumque aliis nominibus cogno'ibus sive addic' nomln' cognom* villarum 
locorum offic' sive artiu' censeautur, vel nuper seu aliquo tempore censebantur, vel eorum 
alter' censeatur vel nuper seu aliquo tempore censebatur, Omnes et singulas prodiciones 
tam majores quam minores (personam nostram velfabricationem false monete non tangent') ; 

Ac omnes et singulas insurrecciones confederac' contra regiam majestatem 

nostram aut contra regiam majestatem quorumcumque antecessor* nostr' nuper regu' Anglie 
et Hibernie sive eorum alicujus sive consiliar' nostros aut consiliar' alicujus antecessor* 
nostror* predict', per ipsos Mauricium Joh'em Jacobum Gilleduff Joh'em Jacobum aut eorum 
aliquem ante hunc p'sentem diem fact* commiss' sive perpetrat', incend' domor' blad' et 
garbar' seu eor' alicujus voluntar' vel non voluntar', murdra homidd' et interfecdones, 
tam ex malicia precogitat' quam aliter quomodocumque. Et predpue mortem homidd' et 
interfeccionem Gibbonis mac Shane mao-I-reddery deClanegibbons quem predict' Mauridus 
Roche fil' et heres D'ni Roche interfecit nt die'. Ac omnes et singul' invasiones insid' 

insult' illicit* spoliac' depredac' illic' confederac' per ipsos Manridum 

Johannem Jacobum Gilleduff Johannem Jacobum, et per eorum aliquem, aut per procurac' 
suae ullo mode ante hunc presentem diem quotiescumque et qnalitercumque fact' commiss' 
omiss* sive perpetrat'. Ac omnia et singula indtctament' condempnac' Jndicia penas 
mortis et execudones eorundem seu eorum alicujus, radone seu occasione p'missorum seu 
eorum alicujus 

'* Deliberat' Aiit in cane' Hib'nie dedmo die Aprilis Anno Regni Regine nostre Eliza- 
beth octavo ad exequend'." (^Fiant^ Mo. 698, Eliz., Public Record Office.) 

It does not appear to be correct, as stated in the foregoing letter, that the son of the 
James Roche slain by the White Knight had a grant of lands from the Crown. There is no 
record of any such grant in the Chancery or Kxchequer departmenta. The only James 
Roche who had a lease* of some of the White Knight's lands was the person slain by Edmond 
FitzGibbon, under the circumstances related in the preceding narrative, p. 23. 

For this homicide of James Roche, the White Knight had a pardon from the Grown, 
which is described in the original ^* Fiant" directing the grant to him, as "A pardon for 
Edmond FitzGibbons for the death of James Roche Negelagh and idl those that were 



*Lea»e .The particulan of this lease have been castle of Old-Castletown at the time of the grant 
alreadj briefly given (nfpra, p. 70), but a fuller is spedaUy refened to. Aooording to tte Audi- 
note is here printed from the Aoditor-Geneial's tor-General, the lease comprised :— 
Entry Book, chiefly because the condition of the '* The sdte sdrcuite ambite and precinct of the 
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lUiiie in his company, together with a pardon of other felonies comitted at that time nppon 
the parties alaine." The pardon* was in the following terms : — 

*< Fiant I're domine regine patent' in debit' forma tenor* verbor* seqnen'. Regpna &c.y 
Omnibns ad qnos kc, Salntem. Sciatis quod nos de gra* n'ra speciali ac ex oerta sci'a et 
mere motn n'ris, ae pro fine qninq' librarum monete Hibemic' nobis in hanaper' n'ro ante 
sigiliac' p'nUa' per sobscript* cut hec n'ra ooncessio fact' est solut' ; de assens' p'dilecti et 
fldel* consiliarii n*ri Arthari Grey Baron' Grey de Wilton, p'clari ordlnis n'ri garterii 
milit' ac Deputat' n'ri gen'al' regni' n'ri Hib'oie, ao de adyisament' et consens' consilii n'ri 
ejnsd' regni n'ri pardonavimus remisimus et relaxavlmns ac per p'ntes pardonamos remit- 
timius et relaxamus Edmondo Fitz John Fitzgibbon de Michelaton in Com' Cork gen'os* 
qnocu'qne alio nomine cognomine sive addic' nominis cognominis Till' loo' ofiic' sive com' 
censeatur vocatur sive appellatur, seu nuper nnquam sive aliquo tempore censebator voca- 
batur sive appellabatur, felon' interfec' et mordr' Jacobi Roche Negelagh et om' alior' 
snbdit' n'roram (qaocu'que nomine censebantur vocabantur sive appellabantur sea eor' 
aliqois censebatur vocabatur sive appellabatur) eo tempore qaando p'dict' Jacobos p* p'dict' 
Bdmundn' et servient' saos interfect' foit. Necnon omnia alia felon' et robor' p' p'dict' 
Edmnndn' sap' p'dict' Jacobum vel aliqnem aliam qui tunc interfect' fuer' fact* comiss* sive 
p'petrat*. Ac omnia et single Indictament' condempnac' indie' penas mortis et membr' 
et exec' eor'd' seu eor' alicuios rac'one p'missor' sen eor' alicaias babend' vel exeqnend'. 
Ita tamen &c. Aliquo statute &c. Proviso semp' quod hec n'ra concessb sive pardonac' 
nullius sit robor* aut effect' nisi p'dict' Edmond' p'sonaliter comparuer' et se ipsom snb- 
miserit coram comissionar' n'ris vel custod' pads n're qui pro tempore faer* assignat' in 
Com' Corke p'dict' infra quatnor menses p'x' sequent' post dat p'ntiu', et quod tunc erit 
sufficient' astrict' et obUgat' unacum fidevissor* convenien' ad pl'itum et voiontat' p'dict' 
comissionar' n'ror* vel custod' pacis n*re ad has condic'oes sequent'; vi2:^-quod ipse 
obeervabit pacem n'ram et respondebit, et p'sonaliter comparuerit iu o'ibas session' in diet' 
eom' tenend' quociescu'que vocat' aut monit' fuer' ad satisfaciend' o'ibus et sing'lis n'ris 
subdit' de eor' demand' iuxt' equit«t' et iusticiam. In cujus rei &c. Teste &c." (See 
Fiant, No. 2907; Reign of Q. Eliz. Public Record Office; delivered into Chancery on 
17th January, in the 23rd year of Elizabeth.) 

Regarding the causes of hostility between the Roches and the White Knight, the writer 
of the Cotter MS. has the following observations : — 

'* In the West he had to deal with the Lord Roach, who made several incursions into 
his oountry, but was frequently met with considerable loss : there goes a story which 
rslates to- their debates, as it is short I will recite it here, and as it will entertain the reader 
I hope it will not be thought impertinent : — 



Castell or Mamior of Oldoasteltowne^ in the 
oountie of CSorke, conieininge half one acre of 
land with the appurtenances, within the which 
theare is one hale, thre duunbers, and thre sellers 
enclosed with stone WaUes; 40 acres arrable 
lande and 20 acres of pasture with tne appur- 
tMumoes in the towne of Caateltowne ; 80 acres 
arrable lande and 80 acres of underwood, with 
theare appurtenances, in the towne and fields of 
BsJlireamon, Balliphilipp and Ardska in 'the 
said coimtie ; 40 acres of arrable lande and 20 
acres of pasture and more with theare appurten- 
ances in the townes and fieldes of Bamyeston, 
Kildarhe and KilmacuUene in the said countie ; 
40 acres arrable lande and 80 acres pasture or 
wood orimderwood and bogge with theare ap- 



Eurtenances in the towne and fieldes of Kilclone 
1 the said countie of Corke, paroell of the afore- 
said Mamior or Castell of Oldcasteltowne. 

** And also the Castell or Manner of Michek- 
towne and the towne of Kilcoghlane in the said 
oountie, with one carve and a half of lande to 
the same appertaininge and belonginge, now in 
the tenure or occupation of Dame Bllenor fitt 
Desmond late wife unto John Oge fittOibbone 
Oarrald attainted^ as parcel of the jointer— all 
which are parcel of the possessions of the said 
John Oge ntEGibbon attainted, and now in her 

majesties possession and disposition ** 

f Auditor-General's Entry Book of Patents, VoL 
19, Elizat., Public Record Ofilce.) 



« OldeaMletown. Though described above as a 
■man structure, it was able to stand a stout siege 
in the time of Lord Deputy Sidney (1569 7). 
Writing to Sir Francis Walsingham, under date 
of March L 1588, an account of his *' Services in 
Ireland," Sir Henry Sidney says :— 

** I went to the principal castle of the White 
Knight* s countoy, called the Old or the New 
Castle, I know not whether, and summoufld the 
ward by sound of trumpet, who answered * they 
held that castle of none hut of Ood, James Fits 
Mores, and the White Knight; and unless one 



of them would come (or send St. Peter or St 
Paul) they would never render it.' Fixudly, after 
an obstinate resistance, I won the castle, and de- 
livered it to James Boch, son of the Viscount 
Boch, and sundry other castels and lands to Sir 
Theobald Butler, withheld from him by the 
White Knight." ICartw Papere.) 

From the foregomg it would app^ that Lord 
Deputjr Sidney had ousted the White Knight 
lW>m his possessions, in favour of his hereditary 
foes— a curious way of promotiing peace in Mun- 
ster! 



TnB WHTTE KNiailT. 



79 



** This Lord Roche on a certain time jwrae making preparations to enter the White Kn^ 
country ; and once for all of the disappointment he there met with before, to make himself 
amends on this occasion, a heavy fellow of his attempted- to mount the horse that was to 
carry him two or three times, but could not get into the saddle, and was observed by a man 
in company, before retained by the Eln* for a long time, who remarking the man's inactivity 
cried out for leave, saying aloud, * it may be well judged he never before served the knight, 
and if he had it may be rather expected he would prefer the farther ude than that where 
he was mounting,' meaning that the people would see him vault over him rather than 
behave as he did. The Lord Roche hearing this remark, could not but reply to him for it, 
and told him very peevishly withal, that he would hurry to the farther side of Clangibbon 
and drive the country ; and that he would not leave any of the White Kn** tenants a 
foure footed beast [ ] flowted again very insolently, w<^ inrag^d the Lord 

so much, that almost quite out of temper if such behav<>r [ ] from a contempt 

to him, to which the other wittily replied * not but from that w^l^ he would entertain against 
the man would he suffer his Lordshipp to execute what be proposed.' '' 

At this period, however, Edmond FitzGibbon seems to have incurred the high dis- 
pleasure* of the English officials in Irelsnd, the chief of whom, Sir Henry Wallop, thus 
writes of him to Secretary Walsyngham, under date of June 3, 1584: — 

** Right honorable. As in my last Lettres I mentioned unto yoi^ bono' that certeyne of 
thys conntrey were nowe gone over to become suytors for the dischardge of greate arrerages 
of rent depending upon them and alliso to have remittall of forfeytures of leasses and releas 
of rents, All w«l^ wyll be preiudiciall to her Ma^« and yf they obteyne yt wylbe bestowed 
on persons unworthy in my opinion to receave yt. So now to th* end yo' Ho. may crosse 
those suyts (yf so yt shall seeme goode unto you by the discourse of thys my Lettre and 
soche notes as are herew^ sent, yt may be easily done) 1 have practically named the 
persons and what cache mans suyte and desyer tendeth unto. 

** The names of those that by themselfs and theyre tryenda wyll presse to have Arrerage 
of Rents forgeven them, the certe3me somes whereof are mentioned in a Schedull herew^ 

sent, is Edmond Fitzgibbou otherwyse called the Wbyte Knyght and Shurlock late 

deceassed. 

** Thys Edmond Fitz Gibbon hys fiither was a Trayto' and for hys Treasons atteynted, 
whereby hys Land escheated to her Ma^^, Tet soche favo' used to thys man hys sonne, as 
a leasse was graunted hym of all hys fathe" lands and countrey for so small a rent as 
amonnteth not to the xx^*^ parte of the yearely valewe thereof ; w^^ rent notw^tanding 
he hath not payed as appeareth by the sayd schedule, and eve>^ since lyveth most loosely 
and in soche sort as he hath had severall pardons in forme' tyme (as I am inrormed), and 
since the last Rebellion of James Fitz Moryce be hath ben sometymes in and some^mes 
owt in Rebellion : But allwayes when he was in, dyd more harroe in the releeving and 
helpyng Desmond and hys followers then w^^ hys forces he was hable to annoye here Ma^ 
forces and her subjects : He had Desmound ofteutymes in hys countrey in soche sorts as he 
myght have eythe' kylled hym or taken hym, and (as I have by sondery credible persons 
ben informed) he wittingly and wyllingly relieved Desmound in hys countrey w^In three 
or fowe'' monethes before hys death, thowgh he had promysed and assured my Lord of 
Ormound, that he would doe greate servyce upon hym. In all the tyme of these late 
warres hys countrey was full of catteyle both of the Rebells and hys owns ; where all other 
men that were neare unto hym and pretended or shewed any subiection, had theyre coun- 
treyes utterly spoyled. All Wch beyng trewe, I leave to yo' honor* grode consideracion 
what favor thys man deserveth : But for myne owne parte I thyncke hym as arraunt a 
Traytor as any is in thys Land. Unlesse yt be [ ] or Si' George Bowser (who for 

some cawses may seeme to ftivo' hym) I am assured yf yo' Ho. enquyer of all Capteynes 



* JHgpleasure. His conduct for soma time pre- 
vious excited much suspicion in the minds of the 
authoritieB. In the Carew CoUectioa of State 
Papers, under date of March, 1582, it is stated 
la some " Observations of the Barl of Ormond's 
govsmment during his being L. General in the 
pioTinoe of Mnnster, and the success of the 
8ame»" that " The Earl of Desmond being pro- 
claimed traitor, the government of Munster was 
oommitted to Ormond as Lord General," and 
that " be discharged Edmund Mc. Ruddery^ son 
and heir to the White Knight, being by Theobald 
Roch, the Lord Roche's second son, accused of 



sundry treasons in the presence of the L(»d 
General." 

Sir Nicholas Malby, writing to the Earl of 
Leicester, 28 May, 1682, says:— 

" The Barl of Besmond is very strong. The 
Lord fltzmorioe, of Kerrye, hath broken all his 
castles, and hath joined with him. A bruit also 
is spread that ttie WhiU Knight is revolted, but 
not oertainly known. His son is in Spain, which 
breedeth suspiokm that if he be out the rebels 
expect foreign aid, for so they give it out still." 
{Carew Papers.) 
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or Sorfitonn thai ha?e lenred in Hooniter they ^y II gere no bette^ reporte of hjm then I 
wiyte. I am fiutber gvTen to nndentand that enyte nhall be made to have bym mtoared 
to hyt land agayne : yf Trayto*" shall have none other punUhment, who is yt in tbys 

ooontrey that wyll not hereafter be a Traytor " 

Lest Wal«yngham might unwittingly favour the White Knight Edmond, the same 
writer eommunicatea to Burghley, three days after, the substance of his letter to Wal- 
tingham: — 

Lard Justice Wallop to Burffhley, 6 June, 1684. 

"Bight honorable. Understanding that there are at thys present diverse of thysconntrey 
rspayred into England to malce su>te for the dischardge of arrerages of rents depending 
npon them. I have thowght yt my datie in Schedules* here w^ sent to advertyse yo^ Lp 



• The following is a copy of the lolMdale 
feferred to in the preceding letter, as far as 
fsgaids the White Knight, and his questionable 
Mend, Patrick SherlocL (See the hitter's letter 
to Ormond, supra) :~ 

*' Edmond Fits John Oge Gibbon Fits Oerald 
Isniior to the manor of Ballyboy and dyverse 
other lands paroell of the^White Knichts lands in 
the coenties of nppenurie, Corke, and Lvmeric^ 
oweth for the rent and arr. therof behind for 
div. yeres endinge at Easter anno ZXYI. Beg. 
Elis. amonnteth to the some of 

iiiie. iiiili. zriii*. vd. 
Tbezisentors of Patrick Sheriock gent deceased 
farmor of the lacds and poeaesnons belonging 
totheAbayof Si Katherens by Waterford in 
thecountieof Waterford owe for the arrerage 
therof belnge yet in arrear . . . ." 

A brief list, contained in the Carew 1C8S.(VoL 
ei7, p. 7, dated 19 June, 1584) , of the '* Extent 
of the lands and poseesmone of several traitors 
attainted in the county Ck>rk, with the names of 
those who were dain, executed or died in rebel- 
lion" (and whose possessions were ttierefore 
lecarded as forfeited to the Crown), gives a piti- 
Ibl picture of the cruel severity practised by the 
mynnidons of the English Government of the 
tone in Muntter, whose thirst for the blood of 
Desmond's followers was only equalled by their 
greed for the possessions of that unfortunate 
nobleman's Mends and supporters. The list 



J<Am of Desmond, executed at Cork. 

James FitsMorris of Coshbride, slain in re- 
bdUon. 

Thomas ne-8karty [Fitj^Oibbon]. died in re- 
bellion, without heirs. 

The heirs of John Moyell, died in rebellion. 

Shane O'MoUowe, executed at Cork. 

John ^ggotte. executed at Cork. 

Fhilip Rodie fits Edmond, executed at Cork. 

Cormack Downe [McCarthy], executed at 
Cork. 

Maurice fits Edmonde, slain In rebellion. 

Dorrynet MeMahownde, executed at Cork. 

James fitz John, slain in rebellion. 

Mahown MeMorrogho, executed at Clonmel. 

Thomas Oge MeThomas FitsOerald, slain in 
isib^lion. 

Bichard Beaah Barrett, executed at Cork. 

Bidiard fits Pierce Condon, executed at Cork. 

David en-corig rFiteGibbon1,died in rebellion. 

David Oge MeDavid (VChdlaher, died in re- 
bsUon. 

Patrick Condon (living in 1584, but twice at- 
tainted). 

In the same CSarew Collection (VoL 617, vp. 
M-d6) are several lists of Desmond's friends, in- 
ehiding prominent members of the FitsGibbon 
septs, who were involved in the fate of the un- 



fortunate Earl, and whose names are wortii com- 
mitting to print, ^e lists were prepared at 
Cork, 7 November. 1584, and profess to give 
** The names of suon as by verdit of the Gmnd 
Jurie were attaincted of treason at or Ix^ore the 
Rebellion of Oerald Fits James Ac of Demond 
in the countie of Corke, and what lands the said 
traytors were seased of when tiiey enterad into 
rebellion." Among the names are those of 

Williiun FitsRichard FitsGKbbon, who was 
seised of a portion of land in Correnev^i. 

Edmond Fits Bichard Fits Gibbon was stmved 
of Comevegfae, Kilballidement, Ballidonell, 2 
pla la., &c. kc 

Morrice Fits William Fits David Fits (Hbbon 
was seased of Ballinetrea in com. Waterford, 
cent halfe a pi. la. and of one other halfis pL la. 
called Kilnebroghe wch was mortgaged before his 
treason, ft& Ac. 

Maurice Oge McMaurice Fits (Hbbon was 
sessed of Kilwhinye oontayninge one pi. la. 

Gerald [FitsGibbon] Mc y Buderie slayne in 
rebellion. 

William Keaghe Me y Budderie. 

(What lands these traytOTs were seased of ig- 
noramus). 

Gerald Fitz Edmond MeCKbbon of Ballinlon- 
day in com. Limeridi. 

John Fits Thomas Ac. See. 

(" What lands these traytors wers seased of 
ignoramus"), te. ke. 

(hbbon Bo McShane Oge (FitsGibbon] of the 
great wood, slayne in rebeUion, and then ponisd 
of a part of the great wood. Ac. fta 

David Gibbon, alias David Encorrig. Lo. of the 
great wood wtin the counties of Corke and lime- 
ricke diud nroteoted and seased of divers great 
parcells of land in the said great wood wherin 
he had 2 castles and sundrie townes vid. 

Castle ny kille contayninge six pL lands, 
Lands and Bents in connolaghe, Shanedrom a 
churche in the great wood, Axd^g^e one qnerter 
of land, Nygarron one quart' of land, Belli- 
nomiran | pi. la., Coulinaghe k pi. la^ Killva- 
layne, Wallicy, Faddane j^ pi. la., Ballintre- 
dinaahe di pL la., the parke of Cwellean | pi. 
la., Ballisallaghe J pi. la., the moyetie of BaUi- 
granan, Balliany m com. Limericke, Baghin, 
Ballimacrory, Balhbrowne, Farre Waterin one 
ouart' of land, BalHnokan, Kilbraghen, Kil- 
downodarvin, Drommany, Killoollnuin, killti- 
vine, (3orraghg1sise, Killiooneleaghe,Bal]inetub- 
bart, Corraghe, (Honbrowne, Killmagawraghe, 
Bahnekrile, Oarrinp^eine, Shanedrom, Corragh- 
beg. B<^Uaid and diven other rents and servicee, 
lands and tenements with there appurtinances 
And also those that had or made any dayme to 
any of the pmnises by cnstome or otnerwise 
were likewise in rebellion, so as the whole huids 
see deerlie esdieated to her Matie, 4c. &c Ac. 
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of theyre namM and allso of theyre severall Urrerages to the end thereby yo' Lp may ey ther 
further or hynder theyre saytes, as to yo'self shall seeine best : yelding yo' Lp myne opuiion 
to be, there hath ben no soche desert in any of them as may in reason draws her Ma^o to 
geve awaye so greate somes as they owe onto her. 

*< Edmond Fitz Gibbon. 

" Fyrst for Edmond Fitz Gibbon otherwyse called y« Whyte Knyght, hys father beyng 
a notorious Trayto', and thereof atteynted, whereby hys Landes and countrey escheated to 
her Ma^«, soche favo' was shewed unto hym as be had the same agayne be Leasseat alesse 
rent then the xx^ part thereof is worth; w<^ notw^standinge he hath not payed as by the 
Dockett of hys arrerags appeareth. He hath lyyed allwayes very loosely, and was beyond 
Seas a practyse'' w^ James Fitz Morice : And since thys last rebellion of James Fitz 
Morice, he was sometymes inj and sometymes out; but beyng in, he allwayes served 
Desmoundes and hys followers turnes better then when he.was owt, in releeving them and 
keeping theyre catteyle, and hath often had Desmound hymself w^ very small force in 
hys countrey. For myne owne opinion of hym, he is as evell and as dayngerous a man, as 
fewe are in Ireland ; and so I thyncke wyll the most parte of Capteyns and serviteures that 
have served in that Provence saye yf they be asked." 

In these letters Wallop makes no reference to the great provocations given to the White 
Knight by the officials of the Queen in Munster, and their hireling allies, who seem to have 
continually laboured for the extinction of the blood and name of the Clan FitzGibbon. 
Even Ormond, to whom the White Knight addressed himself in 1575, entreating protection 
for his wife during his own absence on the continent, writes thus in 1583 to the Privy 
Council : — 

I%e Earl of Ormond to the Prwy Council, Cork,2S April, 1583. 

<* Most honnoable and my veray good LI. having recevid from Lymbrick certaine 
advertisments broght thether by one Nangle a marchaunt of the same lately com from 
Lisbonne in portingall, I thought hit my dutie to send them herenclosed to you to be con- 
sidred of, as to yo' LI. shall seme iitt, and w^all to lett you understand som parte of the 
service done sine my last lettres sent to you the \*'^ of this moneth. There was killed in 
the borders of the countye of Tipperary a kines man of the White Knights called Gerot 
M^Edmond M^ibbon, who was a notorious traitc, there was also a spye slayne that 
came from the traitors to geve intelligence to them. One kellaghane M<^Teig a brother to 
S' Cormok M<:Teig, hath slayne of late a notorious traito' of the geraldines, being called 
lord of the great wodd* with his son, his wife and 7 of his men wherin he hath done veray 
good servic. Yesterday also my L. barryes men rescued a praye from the deane of BrobiPs 
sonnes (being gentlemen of the Geraldines) killed 3 of them, w^ a capten of Gallowglas of 
the Mac Shihyes & 4 moe of there men, whose heads they broght hether unto me w^ a 
p^soner then taken. Capten barkeley w^^ his company of footemen is gone into Desmond 
to ayde therle of Clancarty against therle of Desmond, and yesterday I sent S' Gormok Mac 
Tdg and S>^ William Standley w^^ his footmen to prosecute him also ; myself do mesne to 
move (god willing) to campe w^^ my horsmen beyonde the great water hoping, if the 
traitors com back over the mountaine, to mete w^i^ them, So for avoiding yo^ LI. 
farther treble at thb tyme 1 humbly take my leave and comitt yon to the blessed guiding 
of god." . . . 

The discontent of the White Knight Edmond seems, about this period, to have been 
very great, and his proceedings appear to have been closely watched by the Lord Deputy 
and his agents, who regarded with apprehension the result of the negotiations which 
Edmond was strongly suspected of carrying on with his sympathisers in Spain and Italy. 
Under date of August 4, 1585, we find Sir Henry Wallop writing from Dublin to Burghley, 
on the subject of these negotiations, in the following terms : — 

^ Bight honorable and my verie good Lo: Being by the Lo: deputie at his late depar- 
ture in jomey northwardes, leafte in ioynte comission w^ the Lo: Chancelo' for the 
gouemem^ of the Pale. I thought it my duetie in breefe to give yo^ Lo: a tast of such 



• Lord of the great wodd. This was doubtless of the " Great Wood ** (now known as Kihnore, 
the famous David en Coraig (as the name was part of the barony of Orrery and Kilmore, Go. 
written by the English agents), who was Lord Cork). See last page. 



82 



UNPUBLISHED Q£KALDIN£ DOCUMENTS. 



aduertiiements u more at lardge by o' JojDte kttre unto S' Fraods Walainghame we have 
w^ this present dispatch certefied . . . 

** By lettres owt of Mounster I am enformed that dynars of the late pryncipall Rebells 
there, are noated to be very inqoisityve of late, and contynually listenioge for the arryvall 
ot Spanyards ; and w^in these fewe daies here happened to come to o' handes a lettre sent 
owt of Spaine to Edmond Fitz Gibbon the White Knight, w<^ albeit seame to be written 
in a plaine stile, yet in o^ opinion it seamed very suspicious, a coppie whereof we haue 
thought good to send to S^ Fran. Walsinghame to be considered of there as yo' LL. shall 
see cawse, and in the meane tyme haue giuen direction that Ed. Fitz Gibbon be apprehended 
and forthecominge when he shal be called for. This being the sume of o^ present aduertise- 
ments and state of things here I cease further to trouble yo' Lo: at this present, and so n^^ 
humble remembrance of my duetie, betake yo' Lo: to the tuiton of the Allmigbtie.*' 

There is reason to suppose that soon after the date of the preceding letter the Govern- 
ment placed Edmund under strict supervision, if not in actual confinement. Certain it is 
that he was in Dublin early in the following year, for Lord Deputy Perrott, writing to 
^abyngham on the 11 th of February, 1585-6, says: — 

**The White Knight's son b by my direction newly arrived out of Spain, as hia faihw 
Md m« y ester day y and 1 have sent for him hither.*' 

It does not actually appear from this statement that the White Knight was staying in 
Dublin Castle on the occasion, but it may be reasonably inferred that he was, and rather 
as a prisoner or hostage than a guest, although the author of the foregoing tract asserts 
that after his services against Sorley Boy MaoDonndl (in 1684) the White Knight was 
" mightily recommended to Her Iklajesty by his letters of favor, not only for this remark- 
able service, but for his other good and loyal services." (Yid. mpra^ p. 25.) 

The presence of the White Elnight in Dublin Castle was probably designed by the Lord 
Deputy to procure the return of his son from the Lowlands. It does not appear from the 
State Papers when the White Knight was apprehended, or how long he was detained in 
Dublin Castle ; but he was probably enlarged soon after the return of his son, to be again 
arrested when it suited the purpose of the Government agents. 

On March 8, 1687, we find Thomas Norreys writing to Burghley, from Cork : — 

*' According to a former direction from your honour and the rest of Her Majesty's most 
honourable Privy Council, I am now in hand to take into safe keeping the White Knight,* 
the Seneschal of Imokilly, Patrick Condon, Patrick FitzMaurice, and some other of their 
sort. Their subtilty is such, as it will be very hard for me at one time to have them 
together, notwithstanding I hope so to Compass it, as shall stand with your honours good 
liking." 

The plot thus inaugurated was soon carried out, as appears from the following letter : — 

Sir John Perrot to the Privy CounoU, May 1, 1687, Dublin. 

** Upon the receipt of your Lordship's letters for the apprehending of the protectees and 
doubtful persons in Munster, I have stayed the White Knight, and have likewise here all 
the rest your Lordships required, which Knight I have here in safe custody within the 
Castle, for divers respects, especially because his son is with the traitor Sir William Stanley.t 



• Amonff the priDoipal Munster chieftains at 
this period (1586), the names of three Geraldine 
knights are mentioned in a " Draft report of 
certain oommisrionen showing the Lords and 
Chieftains of Munster and Connaught, as aUo 
a note of those noblemen, knights, and gentlemen 
dwelling within the predncts of Munster." 

" The Knight of Kerry called John MoRuddery 
(Fittterald). Oomitatu Limeriok, West.— Ed- 
mund FitsDavyde (Fitsgerald), called the Knight 
of the Yallev. Comitatu Ck>rk, Middle Munster. 
—Edmund FitsRuddery (Fitsgibbon or MeOib- 
bon, FitsgeraldJ. Kniffht, called the White 
Knight^ auTe, Middle Munster. {See a letter of 
hie 1676 March 10, ineloeure in a letter of March 
90, inwhieh he eigne himeelf ' Edmund Knight,* "} 
And among the names of the gentlemen ana 



freeholders of the county of Limerick, who are 
not in rebelli<ni, the Oommissioners specify as 
residing in the barony of Coshlea :—**JSdmwid 
McGibboniqxx. the White Knight ?)~John Buoy 
Roohe— Thomas Hurly— John MoShihie— Gon- 
M^er Roe CVHeman— (?erot McShane Ruddery 
rr.a, * Oerald son of the Old SLnight '] , and Shane 
O'liongan." 

^ Sir Wiliiam Stanlev. TheRev.OeoigemiL 
in his " Maodonnells of Antrim," p. 170, says ox 
Sir William Stanley :— 

** Stanley was kxughted by Sir William Dnixy, 
lord justice of Ireland, in the year 1679. On toe 
dose of the war with Sorley Boy, (Feby. 1685-6) 
he was placed in command of 1,000 men sent to 
serve in Holland, and appointed Governor of the 
town of Deventer, in the Netherlands, which 
town, with its garrison of 1,200 men, changed 
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I have sent your Lordships here inclosed a letter, which he hath written, to the said Sir 
William (if it may be) to draw his son over. The bearer hereof may likewise be made an 
apt instrument (if it please' yoar Lordships to nse him) to entice from Sir William many of 
the Irishmen that are now with him, the like whereof myself wonld nse my credit to perform 
if I might understand Her Majesty's and your Lordship's pleasures." (State Paperg, 
Ireland; Elizab , Vol. 129.) 

Among the persons whose interests would be affected by the decision of the Grovernment 
on the points here raised, were the following proprietors of *' Lands in Munster allotted to 
the Western undertakers, claimed by the Irishry,** in the Oounty of Cork. (The decision 
of the Privy Council on each claim is given within brackets) : — 

• ••••••••« 

" Claimed by the Seneschall and tenants. Imokilly containeth with the chargeable 
lands near three seignories. (* Forbom.* Direction to be given to Sir Wm. Fytzwylliama 
to deal with the Seneschal!^ The word *Forbcm ' is in Burghhy*8 hand, 

" Claimed by the Lord Koohe. Carringlymleery with Dryver, containeth near about 
one seignorie. (Referred to the Commissioners.) 

" Claimed by Patrick Condon. The Condon's country ; containeth near about three 
seignories. (The.hke direction to Sir William FytzwyUiams as in the case of the 
Seneschal.) 

<* Used by the White Knight, having some of the castles only in lease. The White 
Knight's country, being about a seignory and half,* forreit to her Majesty and waste. 
(The Commissioners to deal with the White Knight by composition.) 

'* Sum total, 16 seignories. 

** So there is not left to the Western Undertakers free, without claim, not above three 
seignories, except those allotted to Sir Walter Rawley. 

" IirSTRUCTlONS. 

" To understand what is meant to be done with these lands of the Seneschal, the 
Condon, and the White Knight. 

" What their pleasure is touching the other lands claimed. 

... .. • •••• 

"(Signed) John Popham, Thomas Hannam, Edward Rogers, John Cowper, Roger 
Warre, Amys Baufyld, Vane Becher, Michael Sidenham, Ed. Rteade, Ed. Sands, Arthur 
Hyde, Hugh Worth, Richard Hippesley, Roger Keat, Hugh Cuff, Philip Cuff, John 
Robinson." (Copy.) {State PaperSt Ireland, Eliz., Vol 180.) 



sidee in the war, goin^ over under Stanley's com- 
mand from the Enghsh service to that of the 
Spaniards. Bnglish historians represent Stanley 
as being bribed to act thus, but it is more likely 
that, having become a Roman Oatholic, he felt 
dissatisfied with the English service. A rumour 
was spread in Ireland that he was soon to return 
at the head of an invading Spanish force." 

Sir William Stanley had a grant in reversion, 
in 1583, of the office of Master of the Ordnance in 
Ireland ; buthavingbeen attainted and outlawed 
in June, 1588, the office was granted to Sir George 
Carew. See Morrin's CaUndar of PtUeiU Bolu, 
Vol. II., pp. 155, 168, 255. 

During tile confinement of the White Knight 
on this occasion, the *' Gentlemen Undertakers 
for the peopling of the Province of Munster " 
were busy with the project of oonfiiscating his 
estates, v^th those of other victims. Under the 
date of July 12, 1587, the State Papers Ooutain :— 
** A note of certain articles, liie answer whereof 
the gentiemen undertakers for the peopling of 
the Province of Munster, in Ireland, do most 
humblv crave from the Ck>uncil in England that 
it may he presently sent over to the Loxti Deputy, 
for that at this instant they stand sundry ways 
discomforted to proceed in we action. Imprimis, 
whether the Desmond's lands, called the charge- 
able lands, are the Queen's, and to be divided 
among the undertakers or not : if they be that 
then notice be given to the Lord Deputy tiiereof . 

" Item, whether the lands of Ck>ndon, the White 
Knight, and the Seneschal, shall be distributed 



and apportioned among the undertakers and 
their associates or not; if yea, then the Lord 
Deputy have knowledge thereof, and warrant for 
the ddivery of the possession thereof, the whidi 
said lands, if they be not to be divided and dis- 
tributed many of the undertakers with their 
associates and all thdr tenants must fortiiwith, 
of necessity, return into England (notwithstand- 
ing they are most desirous and ready in this 
service), for want of their lands promised, having 
bestowed exceeding charge in travail to their 
great loss and hindrance. 

*' Item, they desire to know what shall be done 
with the landb of those who have their pardon 
for their lives, not having their lands granted 
under Her Majesty's Great Seal. 

" Item, whMeas it is granted in Her Mi^esty's 
letters patents, that the complaints of the Insh 
shall be heard by Commissioners, and detennined 
by them, their numble petition and request is, 
that if any Inah. shall make (diaUenge to any 
lands, whereof her Majesty is seised by office of 
record, that they may sedc their remedy in tlie 
Exchequer at Dublin, as her subjects do In Eng- 
land in like causes.*' (State Papen, Ireland, 
Elizab., Vol. 130.) 

* A ieignory and haJf, This can only refer tO 
the portion of the White Knight's country under 
the rule of Jidmund FitsJohn FitsQibbon in 
1587, as the territory possessed by his ancestors 
embraced at leeAt four seignories of 10,000 acres 
each. 
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On the subject of theie claims, u well u on the wretched state to whieh Munster had 
been redooed by wars and intestine broils, Sir Edward Phyton writes to Barghley, from 
Kilmallock, under date of 30 Joly, 1587 :~ 

" A general claim is laid to the lands appointed for the undertakers. The coantry 
generally wasted, bot yet not a pile in any place, bat full of the poorest creatures that erer 
I saw, so lean for want of food as wonderful, and yet so idle as they will not work, because 
they are descended either of kerne, horseman, or gallowglass, all three the very subversion 
of thi« land. Sermon not once in seven years. The churchmen collect their tithes with 
most rigour, and neither give food temporal or spiritual. James FitzMauiice's wife bat 
sent a messenger to her son in Spain. The White Knight's son hath sent word to his 
mother that they shall have liberty shortly. Mo6ibbon*s son, whom they call the White 
Knwht, is with Sir Wm Stanley." (State Papers, IreUnd, Elizab., Vol. 180.) 

The Lord Deputy thought that a transference of the White Elnight and his friends from 
an Irish to an English prison would be attended with sOme benefit to the State, and 
therefore proposed to send them to England, in September, 1587, as appears from the 
following : — 

** Memorandum of matters to be proposed in Council for the Lord Deputy of Ireland.** 
" Ormondes freedoms. The Lord Deputy's motion for the sending over into England the 
seneschal of Imokilly and the White Knight prisoners in the castle of Dublin." {State 
Papers, Ireland, Eliz., YoL 131.) 

The subject remained for some time under the consideration of the Council, as appears 
from a memorandum (under date of Nov. 14, 1587) of an ** Answer to Sir William Fyts- 
wylliam's petitions from Mr. Secretary Walsyngham and Sir Edward Waterhouse to the 
following effect, viz. : — 

** Letters presently to be written to stay the pledges and also to answer Sir John 
Perrofs motion for the sending hither of the White Knight, the Seneschal (of Imokilly, 
Patrick) Condon, and others.*' 

The suitors for the lands which but for the attainder of his father would have been 
Edmond's by right of inheritance, were numerous. Many succeeded in their suits, receiving 
parcels here and there of *' the White Knight*s country," much to the disgust of Edmond, 
who naturally regarded the grantees with the most hostile feelings, and tried to oast them, 
whenever he could, from what he considered as of right his own. 

Sir Theobald Butler, Baron of Cahir (created so in 1588), writes to the Queen, under 
date of July 13, 1585, complaining that an annuity of £15 a year incident to his title had 
been withheld from him for 31 years, requests ^* that it may pleas yor highnes to direct yor 
moste gracious lettres unto the L. Deputy & Vice Threasurer of Irland for paym* thereof* 
And where also," he continues, *< the lands and possessions of the late White Knight are 
escheated to yo^ ma^T & remayne in yo, hands by his attainder, that it may please yOr 
highnes in consideracion of the said S' Theobald's service done & hereafter to be done to 
yo^ highnes to graunt unto him & to the heires males of his boddy so much of the lands & 
possessions of the said late White Knight in the Barrony of O'Phate in the Com' of Tip- 
perary & elMwhere in the said Com' as shall amounte to the yerly value of the said j£l6y 
according yo^ highnes survey ; and upon yor highnes graunt of the said lands unto him 
discharedged of rent, yo^ said subiect will surrender to yo^ highnes moste gracious hands 
the said fee of creadon of £15 per annum, and will give unto yo^ hignes by way of abate- 
mmt of the said arreradges for a fyne one hundred pounds sterlinge 

** And lastely where yC Ma^7 by yO^ gracious lettres haue heretofore written unto 
yC Deputy of Irland for delivering unto him the possession of the Barrony of Cahairkinles 
in the com*' of Limericke and of the lands of Bally boy in the com' of Tipperary, aocordinge 
the tenor of Severall orders taken by yo^ hignes Comisioners in the province of Mounster 

in that behalf, So it is that the possession of the lands of Ballyboy are 

likewise kept from him by Bdmond FitzGibbon (comonly called) the White Knight, sup- 
posinge that there was an oflSce found therof for yo' Ma^7 after the attainder of the said 
Edmond's father w<^ was longe time after the orders past by the said Comisioners for 
yo' snbject upon examjiiacion of his title. Moste humbly praidng yo' hignes to send 

yor gracious lettres unto yo' hignes Deputy of the realme, willing him to . • 

cause the possession of the said Ballyboy to be delivered unto yo^ said subiect upon sight 
of the said orders and of his title notwithstanding any office found therof." .... 

But Lord Cahii^s application was rather unreasonable, considering that Ballyboy had 
been leased by the Crown to the White Knight Bdmond in 1576, as above shown. 

NotwithsUiiding the great services done by Edmond to the officers of Sizabeth in 
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Manster, lome of them, regardless of these services, for which they even took credit, kept 
on representing him to tlie governmmt of the Queen as the vilest of traitors. Among tlie 
most active of these was the astute Sir Warham St. Leger, ancestor of the Doneraile family, 
wlio doubtless wished to share in tlie distribution of the rich spoil that would fall into the 
hands of the Crown by the destruction of the White Knight and his friends, to be parcelled 
out to the detestable crew of Munster officials, whose hunger for the lands of Desmond aud 
his confederates was insatiable. Nothing would satisfy them, apparently, but the extirpa- 
tion of the entire landed proprietors of the southern province, and the division of its broad 
acres among themselves. The "pacific" policy, which was most in vogue with St. Leger 
and his accomplices in Munster in 1588, is well illustrated by the following letter : — 

Sir JFarhamSt, Leger to Lord Burghley, 7 Dee,t 1588. (State Papers, 

Ireland, Eliz.) 

"To cut of foraine attempts and the daunger that maie growe to the disturbance of this 
Realme, the Senesohall, Fatricke Fitzmorris, and Patricke Condone, nowe capty ves in the 
said Castell of Dublin, woulde be made shorter by the lieades if they may be brought 
within compasse of lawe ; and if the White Knighte and his sonn in lawe Donogh Mac 
Cormack kept them companie they were well rydJ out of this commonwealth ; and yf they 
cannot be brought within compasse of lawe, whereby they maie have their iuste desertes 
then woulde they be commytted to some safe prysone in Englande ; for assuredley yf they 
remaine where they are, they will, at one tyme or other breake pryson, for the yf^\ yf they 
doe, they will cause the Queene to spende £100,00D. They will never be goode excepte 
they were to be made again newe, being periured wretches, some of them having twyce 
forsworne themselves before me uppon the Testamente, and therefore yt were a good sacry- 
fice to G-od to rydd them out of this worlde, where they will never do good. We have 
nowe sente from hence to Dublyn to the L. Chancellor (by dyrection from the L. Deputie) 
Florence Mac Cartie, whoe contemptuously hath marryed the Earle of Clanker's onelie 
daughter, to answere that his doinges. It were- good for this Government yf he were, for 
his contempte, keepte a prysoner duringe this daungerous tyme, he beinge a person that the 
mailecontentes of this pro vy nee greailie bende themselves unto, and the onlie man, in their 
conceiptes, lykelie againe to set up the House of the Garaldynes of which he is dyscended 
by his Mother, whoe was daughter to Morrys of Desmonds, unkell to the late wicked Earle 
of Desmonde, by which pareiUage, together with bis own, beinge dyscended out of <me of 
the chiefe of the house of the Clankerties, he is like to be a person of great power, yf he be not 
prevented and his ambitious desiers cutt sliorte, &c &c. &c. &c** 

The hint given in the foregoing letter, regarding the decapitation of the White Knight and 
his son-in-law (Donogh MacCarthy), appears not to have been received with favour by 
the English Government. It is plain, however, that both were at this time safely lodged 
in the Castle of Dublin. The circumstances attending their arrest have been ignored by the 
writer of the preceding narrative. Their arrest miist have taken place a short time before 
the 1st of April, 1587, on which day the Lord Deputy (Perrott) writes to the Earl of 
Leicester (from Dublin Castle) : — *' I have in this castle the White Knight, the Seneschal, 
Patrick Condon, and Donogh mac Cormock, and have caused to be apprehended M^'Awley 
and Thomas Oge of the Island [of Kerry ?]." {Carew Papers,) Writiiig to the Privy 
Council on the 1st of May following, the Lord Deputy Reports that he had '* the White 
Knisfht in safe custody within the Castle,** where he and his son-in-law remained until the 
beginning of the year 1589, when they were enlarged on very heavy recegnizanoea, 
as appears from the following communication : — 

The Lord Deputy <md Council, DtihUn, to the Privy Council^ Jan, 6, 1589. 

(" Domestic Sute Papers," Ireland, Elizab.) 

" It may please yo' LLps. having receaved a Letter from yo' LLps. datid the 2 of 
September last, signifyinge her Ma^> pleasure for tir enlarging of Edmond FitzGibbon and 
Donogh M^^Cormock Cartie upon tlieire bonds. Th'accomplishm* whereof (in respect of 
the present troubles there) we thought meete for some small tyme to deferr as formerly by 
Letters nnto yo' LLpM. in that behaulfe we have signifyed. And being nowe earnestly sued 
unto by the saide prisoners for the effectinge of yo' LLps . saied Letters ; and further 
having had conference w^^ the Vicepi'sident S^ Thomas Norria toutching his opinion of 
them, who cannot enforme us of any matter to charge them ther w^all other then it hath 

M 
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pleMMl yo^ LLpa heretofore to take knowledge of, we hare thought good in regarde of her 
Mate saide pleasore apon theire ioynte and eeverall recognizaunces of £2000 a peeoe taken 
before the Lo. Channcell' to her Ma^ nee for theire Loyall and dutifnll demeanors towards 
her Ma^i* and this state, to inlarge them, the rather for that besids the Bonds of O' very good 
LLi. Th erlles of Ormond and Thomond, the parties themselves w^ good snerties (as the 
Vicep'sideut declareth) stande formerly bounde in that Prorince to the like effect. And 
tlins yt^^ or most humble duties we comitt yo^ IiLs to God. At the Castell of Dublin the 
6 of January 1588 (9). 

« Yo^ LLps ever humbly to eommande 

** W' FXTZWrLUAM. 

Endorsed, " Edmond FitzGibbon and Donogh M^^Cormock 
Cartie sett at libertie nppon bond taken of them for their good 
behaviour towardes the state." 

The White Knight and his son-in-law, Donpgh MacCarthy, could scarcely have been 
out of the prison of Dublin Castle, when the hypocritical St Leger was again intriguing 
for their further detention (or re-arrest and imprisonment, for he was not aware of their 
enlargement), again suggesting that they should be sent for s^fe keeping into England, 
lest they should '* break prison " in DubUn. This time he writes to the Queen herself who 
most have smiled at the rogne^s statement that, in recommending the meaf^ufe proposed, 
he was actuated by qo malicionsfoeling or improper motive; for she probably kpew &%. 
Jjdgttr well : — 

Sir Warhdm St. Leger to Qiufi» EUxabtth, Jam. 10, ^589. {Cark). 

** My dutie ui moste humble wise don unto yo^ Ma^^ The govenpente of this your 
Province of Mounster beinge laide on me (in the absence of yo' highnes vicepresidente, 
whoe is ymployed by Yo^ L. Deputie in the Northern service) I holde it my parte and 
dutie to advertise yo^ Ma^, howe the estate thereof standeth ; the which (thanj^es be to 
God an4 your highnes prudent dyrections) is in as universall a quyet as the cyvelleste 
Province in yo^ Bealn^e of Inglande, and soe noe donbte will contynne, yf forraine invasyon 
be not the ympedymente, The preventinge whereof (although it l>e to your Ma^® a thoi|- 
sande tyroes better l^owen then I am able to conceive, yet presuroynge of yo^ gratious and 
favorable construction) I will make bolde to ymparte unto yo^ highnes my popre oppyn^on 
howe a greate parte of the dannger of forraine invasion mate be prevented. Wherein yf I 
take upon me to be more busye then yoi* Ma^o shall ^ell allowe I humblie crave pardon, 
protestinge to God I doe it not for anie mallice I beare to anie l>odie nor yet for de^er of 
anie mans blood ; but onlie for the zeall and dutie I beare to yo* Ma^^^ and this yo'' highnee 
realme and the comen weall of the same ; beinge now (through yo^ Ma^ gratious gyfte) a 
poore member thereof! To cut( of the hope of forraine Invado» is to foresee that such as 
be wicked members in this Provynce be apprehended & made suer and those that be now 
captives in yo' castell at Doblyn alsoe safelie kepte and chieflie the Seneschall of Impiokyllie, 
Patricke Fitz Morris, and Patricke Condone, whoe be thre verey wicked men ; suche as* will 
never be good, excepte they were to be made anewe. And therefore (yf they male be 
brought within compasse of la we) it were a good sacryfyce to god and a benefyt to this 
Bealme, yf they were cutt shorte by their heades. Not offendinge (in this my wryteinge) 
yf the White Knight* and Donnogh Mac Cormacke bis sonn in lawe kept them companie, 
it were a happie tume for tliis Province. These be verey daungerous persons ; And yf they 
cannot be brought within compasse of lawe to have their iuste deaertes, then were it good 
they were sente for into Inglande and there to remayne in safe ymprisoument, tyll this 
da^ngerous tyme were passed over. For assuredlie (yf they remaine where they are) they 
will escape at one tyme or other, which yf they doe they will cause your highnes to spende 
a hundred thousands poundes and daunger this realme. It were alsoe good that Florence 
Mac Cartie who I have latelie sente (by dyrection from yo' L. Deputie) to the L. Channcellor 
to iMMwere to his contemptuous mariadge of the Earle of Glankerties doughter, were sqnte 
• 1 * 

• In some other notes supposed to be written persons, and nearer to be seen unto tium others, 

by Sir William Herbert, in July, 1M8, ** for Her the most of them having been principal actors 

Mi^esty to consider ift/' he states r^;arding the in the last rebellion/' But it is strange that tiie 

** Seneschal (of Imokiilv), FatriolE Condon. Fat- writer should not have known that they were 

rick Fitimaurioe, and the White Knight," that at the time in custody. 
. " these are all sospeoted to be very dangerous 
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for into tnglandto ^ei^ to remayne in safs keepeinffo tyll a quyJBter worlde, and that tlie 
yonge Ladie wliicb lie haith marryed be devorced m>m bim (as I thfnke by lawe the maie) 
and she m&trjoi to soxae Inglisbe husbande upon whom it shall please yo** higbnes like to 
dyspose her. It were also& good that the L. Botehe were sent for, ftc. &o. &c. Ac.** 
{*' Dom. State Papers/' Ireland. Elizab.) 

The apprehensions of an immiedfate foreign invasion of Ireland, entertained at this time 
by the £ngli9h officials in Munster, seem to have rested on no reliable foundation. The 
unfortunate fate of the invading party which entered Smerwick {^arbour, to the west of 
Dingle, fn 1580, was still toofiresh in the mind of the disaffected Irish of ffiunster and their 
continental sympathisers, to render a repetition of the attempt at this period at aU 
probable. The projectis against England on foot in the Lowlands and in Spain at the 
time are fully described in a document in the Public Record Office, London, dated July 
28, 1588, entitled — " A Discourse of Morris Htz Gerald the White Knights soniie of the 
State of the Lowe Contreies, and what is intended by the k. of Spaigne and the D. of Parma 
touohfngei England and France &c. 

"Firste, He saith that he went over out of Ireland as a page to S' William Stanley 
w^l> whom he contynued nntill abonts viii monethes since, what tyme upon the departure 
of diverse of the Irisbe from him (who went to the service in France) be allso lefte him. 
Sir William beinge very angry w^ his departure and inquisitive to knowe whither he pur- 
posed his iomey, who answered that he would eyther to France or to Spaigne. 

'* Since w^*^ time he saitli he hath remained in the D. court at Brisills w^ one Mr John 
Lacy ane Irishe man untill aboute xiii dafes past. 

** He saith that cominge to the D. court he found tHer the L. Pagett and his brother 
M' Throgmorton and his brother M' Harry Poole (who saith he ought to be kinge of Eng- 
land) and one Mr Morgan (who is suspected to be a spy for the Q. Ma^). AllsO 
Si' Thomas Markinfeeld (a knight of the order of Jerusalem) all well intreted by the Duke. 
He sayth that he sawe the Earle of Westmorland in Antwerpe wher he hath bis diet w^b 
the D. of Postrana but is very bare and poore; 

'* That the D. of Parma about^ Witsontide went to the Spawe beinge in all mens esti- 
macion about him well and in good health, but sincishe is ther growen to a gt^eat swellinge 
and very infirme w^ the dropsye, having sent fur all his counsell thither to him, with whom 
(it is said) he is ooncludinge yr^ the States to gett the Townes of Holland and Zeland 
yeelded upp into his hands upon composicoo. That ,the Spaniards are in seege of a towne 
wberin Sr Marten Skinke is. 

** That the D. aboute 7 or 8 dales past dispatched 8000 sonldiO'" of Attmingues and 
Wallones into France undo* the leadinge of Count Egemount in aide of the leagers. 

'* That it is ane undouted speche emongest the Spaniards that the k. intendeth to make 
the Duke of Savoy (who hath maryed bis daughter), kinge of France, and that the sd Duke 
is nowe beseguig a towne of the French kinges. 

**That the Pope hath excommunicated the French k. and that the Spaniards doe make 
a sure accompt to conquer him. 

**That the k: of Spaigne hath great preparadons in Italy fbr a newe invasion of Eng- 
land, and that he hath ther many men in readines together with diVeiM great shippea 
bnildinge for that purpose. 

*' Thai he hath also ii armies in Spaigne preparinge likewise for that cause, and that 
manv of the D. best souldiors are lately gone, and dayly are goeing thither for the orderinge 
and lelidinge of those men and to be their officers. 

*<That Mr William Stanley hath bin dealt w^ te disoouer the aptest course and fittest 
places for the invasion of England and Irland w^^ he hath allso sett downe in writing to 
to the D., oontayning iiii or v sheets of paper w«b this examinant sawe w^ one William 
Gorcies, & Willms secretary, who shewed it bim, and that their purpose is to get some 
faavm to lodge their shipps in. 

*' That ther was a Frenchman one Mores a tayler sent over hither it^ letters from 
the L. Paget and Sr William Stanley to some in England (but he knoweth not whom) to 
further the purpose of the invasion, w^ Frenchman was here taken (as he hard) and beinge 
after set at libertie retorned backe and is now br William Stanleys butler. 

** That tliere are now in England one Overingehart and Ancyent, and one Roger 
Ashton who were all favored by Sr William Stanley, but specyally Aahton. That ther are 
comonly with bim Doctor Wortbington, Mr Greene, Mr Darbisheer (who is his ste#arde), 
M*" Worth and a Jesuit called fsther Holt (one of his counsellor*, being all Englishmen) and 
one Mr Nycholas ane Irisbe man, all priests and Jesuits. Allso that ther is a very often 
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reoonne of lettret b«tweene S^ William Stanley and Cardinall Allen. And that he shal be 
made a Duke by the said Cardinalla meanea. 

"That the k. of Spaigne had the D. of Parma in very high displeasure for faylingehis 
fleet the last yeare in the intendment against Ent^land, and that he would have banged bim 
for that cause had it not bin for his good services in the Lowe Countries. 

'' That ther is great mnteny and mislike amongest the D. sooldiors, especyally betweene 
the Spaniards and Italians. And that the Spaniards will yeeld no longer to be lead by anie 
Italians. 

" That ther were diverse Invectives written by the Spanishe souldiors in vile reproche 
of the D. w^ beinge throwen into his chamber were by himself found and read. 

" That the Irishe men that are gone from S' William Stanley into France and the rest 
that contynue w^^ him would all very willingly retorne home or into England yf they 
might stand assured of lier Ma^ favour and mercy." 

It would seem that Maurice Fitzgibbon, the author of the foregoing ** Discourse/* had 
made at least two trips to the Continent — one in attendance on the so-called ** Traitor," 
James FitzMaurice, and the second in attendance on Sir William Stanley. It in 
probable that Maurice FitzGibbon accompanied his father to France in 1576, along with 
the Seneschall of Imokilly and the other fiiends of the " Traitor " who shared his ezUe (or 
participated in his mission to the Continent, as the English officials would have it). At 
all events, Maurice was abroad in 1582 (according to the letter of Sir Nicholas Malby above 
printed, p. 79, note), and in 1584, as appears from the statement in Viscount Boche's letter 
to the Privy Council, dated 8rd May in that year, (supra, p. 76). He is alleged to have 
returned in the year following, at the instance of the Lord Deputy Perrott, who writes to 
Walsingham, under date of 11 Feb., 1585-6, that ** The White Knight's son is by my 
direction newly arrived out of Spain, as his father told me yesterday, and I have sent for 
him hither." (^State Papers, Ireland Elizab., Vol. 122.) 

Page 22, line 9 ab inf. — ** Patents of Old Castktotcne" 

The grant to James Roche, of Old Castletown and other lands, under a commission 
dated 6 August, 1577, was only a lease for 21 years. (See page 70, supra). The state- 
ment in the text, viz., that Boche had procured, **by bribery, letters Patent of Oldcastle- 
town and other lands of the White Knights," is supported by the evidence of the ** Fiant** 
above referred to (ib.) ; and it seems ver}* certain, from the remarkable harmony between 
most of his statements and the contents of public documents adduced in their support (i;«2. 
supra) that the writer of the original narrative was well acquainted with the history of the 
White Knights. 

It was probably the experience acquired by Maurice FitzGibbon in his previous travels 
through France, Italy, and Spain, that led to his being one of the staff appointed to accom- 
pany Sir William Stanley to the Ix>wland8, where the latter is accused of having fallen 
away from his allegiance to his sovereign. 

In 1590, the Lord Deputy, Sir V\ illiam Fitz Williams, writing to Burghley (under date 
of June 23), respecting the White Knight, says : — " Yo' Lo. requireth mine opinion of the 
White Knight. He is a man to me unknown, and I trust yc^ Lo. will better allowe I saie 
so, then that I shold advertise uncertenlie of oth' mens reports. (Sta;te Papers^ Ireland, 
Elizab.) 

In the following year, however, he had a further grant of some of his father's pos- 
sessions. This grant included the following denominations, viz. : — 

*' The lands of Balliremon, Ballyphilip [Ballinisti], Killadinye and Kilmacullen, Xil- 
doney [possessions of John Oge] Fitz John Gibbon de Gerrald' White Knight attainted, in 
the CO Cork, belonging to the manor of Oldecastletone; Ballienoghan and the Scarte; 
Follarilestowne near Brigowne ; Killiglasse ; chief rents out of the manor of Ardsketb, in 
the tenure of John Fitz Gerralde Enq. ; Brigowne, in the tenure of William Fitz Thomas ; 
Farrehie, in the tenure of Richard Cusshen ; Garrandrolane, in the tenure of Viscount 
Fermoy ; Mountecrubbin, in the tenure of Kichard OuRshen (all in the Co. Cork) ; also the 
lands of Ballinegreny, Jamestown, Karrowgarrowe near Kilmallock, and Rathnewitagh ; 
and chief rents out of Kilfynan, in the tenure of Shane boye Roche ; the Cavtie of Ballin- 
dromite, late in the tenure of Gerald M^Bicharde; Ballinskally, in the tenure of Gerald 
M^Thomas; Downemowne, in the tenure of John M<=Shehie; Ballenvestelladon, in the 
tenure of Conohor roe O'Heman ; Balleneskaddan, Ballingaddie, in the tenure of Peter 
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Creagh ; Founte*8 lande, in the tenure of [ ] Founte ; Ballinwrenye, in the tennre 

of Gerald M^Thomas ; Glanlare, in the tenure of Gibbons Dirronte; Stephenstown ; Dir- 
ragh, in the tenure of Shane boye Roche; Ballieshanebiy, in the tenure of |[M<>Shane] boye; 
GloghentMlfoile, in the tenure of John Langhan and others, clerk of Ardpatrictce; Baliin- 
londry, in the tenure of Gerald M<>Gibbon and [Edmond MeGibbon] ; Ballinehow, in the 
tennre of Richard Fox of Limrick ; Ballenanonowe, in the tennre of Shane boye Roche ; 
Ballinclone Cahireline— all belonging to the late White Knight in the Go. Limerick. 
Also, part of the Castle of Balliboye which extended to the towns of Balliboye and Ballin- 
damsher, Co. Tipperary ; the lands of Kilcharrownaghe, Dirragharrick, Bkianaughdan, 
GoultellaghfNeggarame and Balliechane; a chief rent out of Shanraoghan, in the tenure 
of Richard Keating, with the perquisites of the court there (Co. Tipperary). Also the site 
of the Castle of Court But^derye near the town of Kilmallock, surrounded with a stone 
wall, the Court being ruinous, the land belonging to it, a water mill and a third part of 
another upon the river of Kilmallock, Co. Limerick — all possessions of the late John Oge 
fitz John Gibbon de Gerrald' the White Knight attainted. To hold in tail male in capita.*' 
(See Fiant, No. 6334, dated 15 Dec, 33d of Elizab.) 

It is very probable, however, that the favour thus shown to Edmond was at the expense 
of other members of the White Knight's relations, and more especially at the expense of the 
'* Old Knight's*' sept. Thus, by a Chancery inquisition taken at Kilmallock on the 23rd 
of May, 1608, it was found that Maurice FitzGibbon, the son of Edmond (White Knight) 
was seized of Ballinlondry and Oallan, but that David FitzGerald [FitzGibbon] had entered 
upon the lands a year before Maurice's death in 1 608, and claimed them as his ** right and 
inheritance," although one Thomas FitzGibbon had previously held them by conveyance 
from the said Maurice. It is also added that Thomas FitzGibbon and Gerald fitz Philip 
[FitzGibbon] had likewise claimed the same lands within a year before the death of Maurice. 

By the same Inquisition it was found that Edmond FitzGibbon, White Knight, was 
seized of Derrantstown, alias Ballideronte and Carranecuonagh, which Gibbon Fitz Maurice 
[alias Mac an tsen-Riddery] claimed as his right and inheritance, although Edmond bad 
conveyed part of them to David Meagh of Kilmallock, by deed dated 4 April, 1594. It 
was further found by the Jurors that the lands of Ballinscalla, Stephenstown, and Martins- 
town, and other denominations of which Edmond was likewise seized, were claimed as their 
right and inheritance by Ellen and Maria FitzGerald, notwithstanding that Edmund had 
previously conveyed them to others. These three last denominations were in the possession 
of Gibbon [fitz Maurice] FitzGibbon in 1641 ; and the way in which they came into his 
hands is explained in a (chancery Inquisition taken at Kilmallock on the 20th of August, 
1611, as follows: — 

** The sayd Jurors doe finde that the severall lands hereafter following were granted by 
Letters Patents from the late Queene Elizabeth unto Richard F)tton and Alexander Fitton, 
viz., the Castell and landes of Ballygibbon and Ardnygallynagh ; the town and lands of 
Ballinskely ; the town and lands of Ballynwariny ; the town and lands of Cash [ ] ; 

the town and lands of Ballincurry ; the town and lands of Ellaneboy which were in the 
possession of John Baggot ; the town and lands of Buoly ; the town and lands of Bally- 
Stephen ; the town and lands of Ballynehenshy ; the town and lands of Grangepaden ; the 
town and lands of Race [ ] ; the town and lands of Ardpatrick ; the town and lands 

of Ballinvisteally [ ] and Glaunahagilshe ; the castle town and lands of Cloghetackie. 

The said Richard Fitton and Alexander Fitton haue granted all the aforesaid castles towns 
and lands unto Thomas Butler [ ] and Walter Boorcke of Derrantstown. The 

said Thomas and Walter haue conveied all the premises unto Edmund FitzGibbon alias the 
White Knight and Morris FitzDavid of Derrantstown in fee farme. Afterwards the said 
Edmond FitzGibbon and Morris Fit»David divided the premises into equall moyties by 
cofireiances made from the one to the other. The said Edmund fitzGibbon being seized of 
his moytie hath graunted half of the lands of Balli [ ] parcell of the same, con- 

taining by estimation 250 acres of lande unto Ullick Browne in fee farnne. All the rest of 
the moytie descended unto the hey re of the said Edmund fitzGibbon deceased. Whereof 
the said Edmond [ ] the lands of Baliinskaly containing by estimation 

200 acres of land unto David Hurly for the terme of 13 yeares from the date of his lease. 
The other moytie of all and singular the premisses after the death of Maurice fitzDavid 
descendjed unto Gibbon fitz Maurice sonne and heyre of the said Maurice deceased, except 
the lands of Cloughik [ ' ] containing 100 acres of lande, which the said 

Maurice fitz Davy conveyed unto James Bussell in fee farme. 

** The said Gibbon fitz Maurice hath demised the lands of Ballygibbon, parcel of the 
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mid aeignorie containing 200 acrtf of land [ ]. The 

laid Gibbon fits Morrice hath- graonted hia moyetie of the landa of BallyrlsteyUe, ton- 
tajning by eatimation 250 acrea unto Richard Boorek of Killonan in fee farme/' 

The landa referred to in the Inqaiaition, of which the foregoing ia a euninuir7, trt 
correctly atated therein to have been granted to RicliaTd and Alexander Fitton, two of the 
** Undertakers " for Limeciclc, who had a large slice oot of the White Knight's forfeitoffeai 
in 1588, by Letters Patent in the following terms : — 

** EUxabeth &c. To all men unto whom theae presents shall come, Greeting. Know 
ye that wee being efibctually mynded & purposed to haue our province of Moonster in our 
Bealroe of Ireland to be repeopled & inhabited with civill loyall & dutifull subjects, and th« 
same to be done & performed &c, of our especiall grace certaine knowledge and aieere 
mocion, and by the asaent & advice of our tru«tie and welbeloved Robert Gardener clieife 
Justice of our Bench &c, Haue given granted and confirmed &c &c &c, unto our welbeloved 
subjects Richard Phitton and Alexander Ptutton their heires and asaignes for ever,- all the 
castles manors lands tenements & hereditaments within the County of Limerick comonljr 
called or knowen by the name or names of the castle towne and lands of BallygiblMm and 
Ardnigillenagh with all and singuUr their appurtenances, Ballenskally, Ballenwryny, 
Coch, Balleocurry, Ellanboy, Bowly, Ballystephen, Ballinehincby, Grangpaden, Kaas and 
ArdpatriclEf with their appurtenances, conteyning in plowlands the number of four plow^ 
lands & a halfe, and 26 acres ; the towne and lands of Balleuvistallendowne [Mitcheltown- 
down] & Glanehagilsey, with their appurtenances, two plowlands ; and also the Castle towne 
and lands of Cloghtackee contayning by estimacion halfe a plowland. All which landa 
and premisses aforesaid maketh in all the number of seaven plowlands and 26 acres, whicif 
after the rate of 28 plowlands to a signeorie of 12000 acres amounting to 3026 English 
acres ; and all other lands tenements &c &c &c &c. To haue and to hold all the sayd 
premisses &c, with their appurtenances before specified by the name of Pbitton's Fortune to 
the said Richard and Alexander their heires and assignes for ev«r &c. 

'^ To be holden of us our heires & sucoessors in fee fearme as of our castle of Limerick in 
the said countie of Limerick by fealty only in free and common soccage and not in capita 
nor by knight service &c. And yielding and [paying] unto us our heires and succe-sors 
&C, &C, &C, from the feast of St. Michael the Archangel which shall be in the yeare of our 
Lord 1591, for Syeares then next ensuing, the yeaHy rent of £15., 15^ 2^^. current money- 
of England ; And from and after the feast of St. Michael the Archangel which shall be in- 
the yeare of our Lord God 1594 for ever the yearly rent of £31., 10". 5d. of lyke money 

And alsoe yealding and paying to us our heires and successors . • • *. 

upon the death or alienation of every or any of the ten'ts owners of the principall 
habitation and dwelling house &c, his or their best l>ea8t by way of an heriott, and also 
paying releif upon the death of the sayd Richard and Alexander their heirea and 
assignes &o. 

** Provided alwayes that yf it shall hereafter within any convenient tyme be certified 
into our Exchequer &c that the lands &c doe contayne by true measure any greater quan- 
title or number of acres &c, that then the said Richard and Alexander their heires and 
assignes shall annweare yeald and pay to us our heires and successors, over and above the 
sayd rents expresly reserved by these our Letters Patents 2^<1. for every acre so certified to 
exceede the sayd number above estimated. In Witness whereof &c &c. Dated at Dublin 
the 14**> day of May in the 80*^ yeare of our reigne." {Entry Book ofPatewUf Auditor- 
General's Collection ; vol. II. B. Jas. I. Public Record Office). 

A later Inquisition, taken at Limerick, Sept. 4, 1618, throws further light on the 
dealings between the White Knight Edmond and his connections, and the continual disputes 
which seem to have existed regarding the lands granted to him by the Crown, whose right 
or power to grant them was justly questioned by the parlies aggrieved — those, namely,, 
who were in possession, at the time of the attainder of Edmond's father, under conveyancea 
made long before the act of attainder of John Oge. By this Inquisition, the Jurors founp 
that 

*' Edmond McGibbon, called the Whits Knight, deceased, was seized of the lands, 
castle, mill, & watercourse of Kilveheny, and the villages &c., thereunto belonging, oalled 
Ballinalong, Kilatela, Bual [ ], Commane, alias Knockmuane, Ellanerabine, BaU 

lyhemikine, Glancurrane, Glancundony, Caharremund, containing two ploughlands &c. 
holden of his Ma^l« in free and common soccage. And also the towne lands ftc. of BalHn- 
londra, with the appurtenances, and the villages- thereunto belonging called Gullan: alias 
Callane alias CuUanmore, Cullanbeg, Curyhnmetyrrill, Spyttell aliaa Spiddall, Rahoeny, 
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KillyiHie, (Tronyvoe, Ballyphmty, Boheidone«m, Boherbftne, Enoeknogtooneene, Battyne- 
Uaokyn, Corraghballyratkia, Ballyorin, BallydnflT, Conigfatarok, Clasard, Cronaghty, 
Illaneyrooney, Ballybeggr, Ballihander, Ballynenvorane, Ballenrahan, Ballyreteene, Ragh- 
anille, Raghduffe, and KiUevuUen, containing 8^ plougblandSy holden of Ms Ma^l* by 
knight service. And ttiat David fitz€l«rald maketb clayme to one plonghland called 
Cnilan alias Callane, alias CuUanmore, Cullanbeg, and Onryhnmat [ ] ^H ; and 

that John Burgat Esq. and Myles Roche gent, clayroe lUaanivroony to belong unto the 
kinges majestic, from whom they bold a lease of the same for certain yeares yet anezpired, 
as parr«l of Galbally , and that Gerald fitzDavid 6ibt>on maketh claim to the four plough- 
lands of Ballynelondra ; and that Edmund fitsQ-ibbon sonne to John fitsJobn tbe late 
White Knigrht did by his deed bearing date tbe 28th of September 1576, enfeoffe Garrett 
M«Gibbon fitzThomas of Ballinlondra bis lieyres and assignee for ever of and in eight acres 
in Ballinlondrey, with other rights and privilegea, &c. 

** And also tlie townes landes &c. of Deronstowne alias Ballyderonty w^ the appurtene' 
and the villages thereunto belonging called Carrignebonagh alias Oarragbnebonagfa, Bea- 
laneneslaagh (except twoe lands in tbe possession of Gibbon fiteMawnee^ the right of re- 
demption of one of them remarning in 8' William Fenton knight), Knockanecrevie, 
Ballinavig, alias Ballinvany, Garrincnttagane, Ballicormnck, Teanagb, and Ciareene, con- 
taining one plonghland, holden of bis Majestic in free and common soccadg^." 

Page 22, line 26.—" Killing {09 they tayd) of John Lord Power:' 

Of this nobleman, who was bom in 1527, Sir Henry Sidney writes in his aceoant of 
the Province of Monster (addressed to the Privy OoaDdl of England, dated 27th Feb., 
.1676):— 

<* The day I departed from Waterford, I lodged that night at Oorragmore [Cmrmgh- 

more], the house that the Lord Power is baron of, where I was so need, and with such 

. plenty and good order entertained (as adding to it the quiet of all the country adjoining, 

• by the people called Power Country^ for that surname has been since tbe beginning of 
Englishman's planting inhabitants tliere), it may be wdl compared with the best»ordeced 
country in tlie English PaXe. And the lord of the country, though be be of ground of far 
leas territory than his neighbonr is, yet he lives in shew fiiur more honourably and plentifully 
than he or any other, whatsoever he be, of his calling, that lived in this Province.'* See 
Burke's ^jB^tn«^ Peerage. 

Regarding tbe cause of quarrel between the White Knight and the Lord Power, the 
author of the Cotter MS. has the following observations, prefaced by an account of a Aeioe 
encounter with the Butlers : — 

** On the east side of Clangibbon he was at continual variance with tbe Butlers ; for 
the Earl of Ormond, bearing that the Knight was engaged in confederacy with the Earl of 
Desmond, and was absent from home, took an oppertunity of going to the country of 
Clangibbon, which he grievously harrassed and distressed, and took a very great prey from 
the Kn^ tenants, who [very] soon afterwards made a sudden and unexpected incursioa 
into the Butlers* country, and going as far as Knocklofty near Clonmel, drove a great sight 

. of cattle from these parts, in order to make reprisals for what his people suffered, and the 
better to insure this undertaking, be left one half of his clan at a place called Garrangibboo 
(Gibbon's shrubbery), on the west side of Ardfioan bridge, taking the other halfe along 
with him, and dividing them alsoe, some [of them] midway between that and Enocklofi^, 
for he supposed the Butlers would be too many for him and [so made] use of this 
stratagem. The country thereabouts were soon alarmed hereat, so that as many of the 
Butlers' country as would arme & make reddy fur that purpose immediately pursued the 
Kn** horse and foot to rescue their cattle, and were so numerous it is said that they would 
have effected the same, were it not for the scheme laid by the Knight as before; for when 
he saw tbe numbers that pursued him he turned upon them, and seemed as if he wonld 

. make a bold stand against them» and then made off by taking to his heels until he came 
to the first boddy of reserve, with whose help he rallied again (taking care at that time that 
sufficient persons were employed in driving the cattle eonstantly and without delay), and 

■ then skirmished for S(»me time with bis pursuers, in a more obstinate manner than at the 

• first time, and then likewise gave way, and made as much haste as he could ontill at last 
. he came to his best and greatest boddy of reserve, being still warmly porsoed by the 
, JButlsif ; . where he drew up bis men in sbewy oxder, and with foU intent to give stNog 
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oppoiition. But the chiefSi of thoM who eommanded the pursuit obeerving that the Knt 
gathered and increased more and more as he went on, and considering they were not fiur 
from the lands of Ciangibbon, began to suspect that this scheme was a contriyanoe to 
eosnare them, and that the farther they would continue the pursuit the greater would they 
be in danger, prudently concluded to give it oyer, and by this means enabled the Knight's 
people to carry off the cattle without more adoe. And here it is to be noted that the place 
where the Knight placed this his last and greatest boddy of reserve was part of the lands 
Kilballygorman, whereon at that time stood a thick well grown copps, but from that day 
to this irtby the yulgar called Garran Gibbon, i.e. Gibbon's Grove. 

<* In the county of Waterford on the south-east the White Kuight was frequently at odds 
with sonte of the name of Power, probably with the Lord Power. What ihe ground of 
their dispute was is not related ; but it happened (whether it was in revenge for former 
injuries or in obedience to the Royal commands) that he entered his lordship's country with 
a very strong force, with intent in either respect to gratify his inclinations. Some indeed 
affirm it was to execute the commands of the Government, which I shall not insist upon, 
in regard that I have not sufficient authority that the Lord Power was in arms against 
the Crvvm, or giving any offence at this juncture, so rather incline to think he went 
thither upon an adventure of his own. Be this as it will, he gathered a great prey and 
was driving them to Claugibbon, but was followed by the Lord Power, attended by several 
gentlemen of his house, with theire tenants and followers; to oppose whom he put himself 
in the best order that time and situation would admit, and seeing that the Lord Power had 
detached some of his men to a certain pass, in order (as he apprehended) to attack his rear, in 
case he became ingaged with the rat, and by this means intercept bis men in their retreat, 
[Lord Power's men] were compelled to give way ; he the Kn* thereupon [sent] Cap* Kelly 
(the son of 0' Kelly of Ck>nnaught) [to] them with strict charge, if the Lord Power should 
happen to fall into his hands, to treat him with all the marcy and humanity, and to keep 
him in safe custody nntill further orders from himself. Kelly no sooner advanced to the 
pass than he was foriously attacked by the Lord Power, who led the detached party in 
peraon, with resolution to gain that ground, and [fought] with great obstinacy. In this 
conflict the Lord Power [being] eager to gain his point, rushed precipitately amidst the 
enemies, making a great slaughter of them, until some [horiiemen of his] became so un- 
guarded and neglected by his party aa to give one of 0' Kelly's men an opportunity with a 
poleaze to beat him from his horse, and then trampled to death in the heat of that engage- 
ment. 

** Whilst this was transacting the White Kn^, with the boddy of men which he kept 
onder his own command, put the remaining part of the Lord Power's people to flight, 
after which, not well knowing how it stood with O' Kelly, and dreading he would be de- 
feated, he made all hai«te to support him, & no sooner came up to him than he discoyered 
that Lord Power had been slaine, for which he expreaeed great sorrow & concern, & often 
declared he had not the least illwill against his person ; and true it is that immediately 
after that affaire & the death of that nobleman in manner aforesaid, lie withdrew his men 
without doeing any other mischief afterwards, but that of carrying off the prey, and it were 
to be wished he did not doe more, since it is affirmed that in this action several estated 
Gentlemen of the name of Power lust their lives. The prey he drove to Clangibbon, and 
at a place called Cooladeery was turned out to graze for the flrst night, where by reason 
of the seeds conveyed in their excrements from ibe country of the Powers, it is sayed that 
a break of furze which came afterwards to a head there first grew after that occasion, & 
that before this happened not a single pl^nt of that kind had there been upon that land/' 

Page 22, line 6 ab inf.—" DermoU Aulta^ 

This individual, whose name signifies ''Wild Dermot" (i4//to being Irish for "Wild," 
or *' Savage"), must have been a great desperado. His wild deeds and acts of prowess 
are still vividly remembered in the traditions of the people inhabiting the district which 
forms the " White Knight's country," one of the most intelligent of whom relates the 
following instance of ** Dermott AUta's " savagery :— 

« Another tradition respecting the last White Knight and his staunch man-at-arms, 
Diarmaid Aultha. Ap the knight and his followers were driving a large prey off the 
Kilworth mountains in Roche's country, the Knight and Diarmid Aultha were riding along 
cheerfully, when Diarmid suddenly turned back after crossing the ford at Ballyporeen, the 
White Knight thought it was to count the droye as they crossed the stream, but was' 
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horror-struck on turning in his saddle to perceive that Diarmid had beheaded with his 
lai^ two-handed sword a poor aged Franciscau friar, who was leaning over his mountain 
ponj*s necic to allow it to drink of the stream the cattle were passing. When remon- 
strated with, by the Knight, for committing such a barbarous and unprovoked act, Diarmid 
coolly replied, ' I never saw so inviting a chance without striking a blow.' The Knight 
instantly ordered him to ride on, adding, ' If ever you ride beside or behind me you may 
expect to receive at my hand the same fate that unoffending man received at yours* The 
Knight evidently felt that even he was never safe witli such a bloodthirsty attendant."* 

The end of "Wild Dermof was of a verv violent kind. Tlie writer of the fore- 
going gives the popular account of his death as toUows : — 

** After the death of the White Knight, Darby Dwyer,t alias Diarmid AuUa, lived a 
very quiet, retired life. One time he accompanied a funeral from near Coolagarrauroe to 
Mitehelstown. When the funeral was over, he was drinking with some of the towns- 
people, "when a dispute arose. Darby lost temper, and being taunted with some of his 
former acts, he knocked down the landlord of the bouse. Having no friends, and perceiv- 
ing his danger, he escaped by the back door, mounted his horse, and rode away. Several 
persons that accompanied the funeral to Mitcheliitown had horses ready saddled, when a 
regular pursuit instantly commenced. Diarmid rode direct into Glounaharaiie Wood, 
about three miles, intending to escape to the extensive woods of Aherlow. Unfortunately 
a favourite 'Talbot' that he often employed followed him to Mitehelstown, and was at 
once put on his track by his pursuers. Hearing the well-known tongue of his hound, he 
dismounted, letdng his horse loose, and walked in the bed of the mountain stream that ran 
through the glen about half a mile. Crosung short to a farm-house:]: and concealing him- 
self in a pig- stye, covering himself with the litter — by that means intending to destroy the 
fatal scent that he well knew would lead to his death — the dog came to fault at the stream, 
trying up and down. The immediate cause of Diarmid's fate was the grunting 
and unquiet state of the farmer's pigs. On the discovery of Diarmid, his eager pursuers 
soon surround^^d the stye, and with stones, pitchforks, spades, and such weapons as came to 
hand, killed him on the spot" 

Page 23, line 28.—*' Made an end of Stout Rochy 

The history of the quarrel between the White Knight and James Boche, which ended 
in the murder of the latter (see p. 76) is thus given in the Cotter MS. :— 

" It happened likewise another time that James, a Bastard son of the Lord Roche, who 
was an interprising resolute man, made interest to obtain a grant of the lands of Od 
Castletown in the county of Cork, whilst the Knight held out against the crown, and not 
received into protection. Under this title Roche summoned the KnS who as yet held 
forcible possession of that place (to surrender it to him), and after several messages to ft 
fro passed betwixt them on that occasion, it was al length agreed that they should meet on 
a certain day and at a certain place to confer about it in person ; and having accordingly 
met on the day prefix t, Roche produced deeds to shew his title, which being observed by 
Dermot the knights never failing servant, he cryed out with a loud voice, instead of decid- 
ing matters wiih the sword is it to come to that pass that £dd (meaning the Kn* ) will 
make pa [ ], but whether those words had any effect upon the Kn* tliat he and 

Boche broke off, the latter telling the former that he may take it for a warnings that by 
G— d he would go into Clangibbon and that he would bum and destroy that country, to 
which the Kn^ very cooly replyed he would not hinder him, and that as farr as he pleased, 
but bid him take heed whether he would be ever suffered to go back. 

" This Roche was an obstinate man, and made such little of the threats of the White 
Knight, that soon after they broke off the conference before mentioned, he made a sudden 
incursion into Clangibbon, as he sayd, and, supported by a numerous clan of the Rodies, 
never stopt until he went to the farther end Eastwards of that country, where be began to 
plunder all before him : on his way home the White Kn* being informed thereof about 
sunrise, was for a time greatly perplexed what to do, for the greater part of his clan were 

• Letter from Mr* Philip Raymond, Mitdiels- % One of the aooounts of Diarmaid's death, 

town, 10th June, 1873. stiU lingering in the locality, represents the scene 

t The writer of the Cotter MS. says that his as having heen at a place called Angleeboroiwh, 

name was Dermod (yBrUn, See note to line in the Parish of Kilbeheuny, about four and a 

34, p. 23. half miles to the north of Mitehelstown. 
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•bmt and diapened, lo that he had but rery few handa'about bixD, ii&on whom he could de« 
peod ; leeiiig therefore that hemnst make a Tertae of [ ] and uiat time was predous 
he mastered op as many as he could, and as Roche was to pass a foard near a place 
called [ ] near Mitchelstown, he aniTed there early enough [before] him, and 

Boche peroelTing he was to be opposed by him, crossed the foard, and haughtily required 
the Knight to make way. Said The Knight, ' tho you have behaved in a violent and 
eowardly manner to roe and my tenents, I will nerertheless suffer you to go home witlumt 
hurt, provided you deliyer up the cattle and goods which you brought so fitf, otherwise, as I 
call God to witness that I hare done you no injury be assured the crows will soon have 
yours or my bones to pick if you perdst.' Boche thinking it would he a lessening to his 
fcpntation that he would quit his prey on such terms, commanded that the catUe should be 
ftffced over, which the Knight and his men resisted until Bodie advancing too far, he was 
attacked in the rear by a small party which the Knight poeted secretly ; and by this 
means the prey was rescued, and the greatest part of Roaches men killed upon the spot. 
In this action Roche happened to single out the white Knight, fought him hand to hand, 
when receiving a deep wound in the knee the Knight kept him stiU in action untH he was 
abandoned by ids men who fled for safety. In the mean limestept in one of the Knighta 
dan, who with a pistol shot Roche thro the head, after which one Dermot M^'Auliflb, wh6 
assisted the Knight, cut the throat of the Lord Boche, saying, * blood requires blood; for 
thns this rogue served my fether.' 



**» 



Page 23, line 30.— <* One Dermott Mae AuUffeJ^ 

This person seems to have been the same as the Dermot Aulta (or ** Savage Dermott " 
above referred to. See note to line 6 ab inf., p. 22. 

lb. line 34. — " Sent Bourke and Brown with a party offooteV 

The writer of the Cotter MS. supplies the following description of the encounter between 
the White Knight and the raiding pB^y of Bourke and Brown, who were foraging in his 
country for the Barl of Desmond : — 

'* In the west of Ireland he was also very diligent for her Majesty in diverse places, 
particularly at Beare in the county of Cork, and thereabouts ; when he had an independant 
party of 6 or 600 men in his owns pay to assist in the reduction of that place & part of the 
country to obedience. 

'* Wiien he was disengaged of the Grown service, he was nevertheless kept in trouble 
at home, for he had many enemies to contend with, who made it their practice (butjcom- 
monly to their own loss) to insult him & his tenants by dally attempting encroachment of 
one kind or another upon his or their rights and priviledge ; of those he had on the North 
dde of Clangibbon the Burks to disturb him, over whom he found himself obUged to keep 
a constant watch ; in tbe South East of him he had the Lord Power to dread ; eastwarda 
of him he had mischiefe to apprehend from Butler's country, and in the West from the 
Lord Roche and followers of that house ; and for a great part of his life was scarce a day 
in peace with any of them and besett on every side. How he and the Bourkes fell out first 
and upon what acc^ is not come to my knowledge, bat I find that it once happened tbe 
Earl of Desmond with a conriderable party were encamped near Cullen (and that after the 
White Knight quitted the confederacy), where provision being scant, the Earl commanded 
a chief of the name of Bourke, whose estate lay contigious to Clangibbon, and one Mr, 
Browne with a certain number of men appointed for that purpose, to go out [ ], who 

well knowing that the Eari bore no good will to the White Knight, and to gratifie him in 
that respect, marched expeditiously into Clangibbon, and from thence drove a prey of 260 
cows from him and his tenants. The Kn* was so enraged hereat that [he could scarce 
be persuaded] to waite horse or armour to go in pursuit of them. Having prq>erly 
eqoiped himself, he with a select party of [ ] Keams followed the cattle across the 

mountains, and at Aharlow be came up with the detachment that were carrying them off 
to whome be sent one of his men to require that they would stay and go no farther, & 
Boork asking what he was, the Kern replied very resolutely that be was a soldier k ser- 
vant belonging to the White Knight, whereupon Bourk bid him go back & tell his master 
that be & his people may go home again like fools as they were, that he would not return 
a cows taile, and that he cared not for him ; hereat tbe Knight was again so much 



TUB WHYTE KNIGHT. 



95 



provoked that he {mediately commanded his men to rescue the cattle, whereupon a skirmish 
ensued ; Bourke and Browne were much superior in number, and sedng the Knight had 
but a handful of men, & concluded thej would not be a morsel to them, Browne in the 
skirmish which fell out on this occasion singled the Knight from the rest of liis party, and 
attacked him furiously, but lost his life in the fight. 

" Bourk seeing this fell on the Knight in litce manner, but succeeded no better than 
the other did, for the Knight disarmed him and commanded one of his men to behead iiim 
whilst he was [ ] and happended that one Dermod O'Brien otherwise called 

[Dermod] Aulta (or savage Derraot) was an able and very faithful servant to the Knight, 
seeing he had to deal at each time but with a single hand, would not interpose, but stood 
by in a careless manner, and as if it was not worth his notice ; yet the affair being over, 
and cattle rescued, the Knight calling to mind Dermot's conduct in the extremity, he 
upbraided him very severely for it, saying he was a cowardly rascal for not helping him 
when he had so mauy to deal with as he sawe, to this Dermot gave a heedless ear, & made 
no excuse, but, 'zounds master' sayd he *woud yo^ be allways a child, & surely what 
happened you was but childrens play, for it was but man to man at single hands.' ' 

From the time of his father's death in 1569, when he himself was still a minor,* 
the life of the White Knight Edmund had been spent, as had been the lives of most of the 
great Anglo-Irish lords of Munster, in armed resistance to the order of things sought to 
be established by the Queen's officers in that province. This order, or system of govem*- 
ment, contemplated the abolition of all chieftainship, whether English or Irish ; the ex* 
tinction of all usages of Tanistry, and the dissipation, " according to the policy of Sir 
Henry Sidney," of all the great Irish properties — ''to distribute them, if possiUe, 
amongst Englishmen ; but if not, yet to dissipate them." 

From the first outbreak of James FitzMaurice until the period immediately preceding 
the *' run of Kinsale," this struggle lasted unbroken ; and in all the troubles, up to the 
final catastrophe, the White Knight had taken an active part. 

As need required, he and most of his confederates had submitted and been pardoned, 
and had broken out afresh, or lived in a sort of neutrality beyond reach of capture, and in 
frequent intercourse with tbe authorities. In the latter years of this great struggle the ancient 
rule of Tanistry was manifSestly dying away ; the great chiefe, both Irish and English, who 



* That Edmond FitEGibboii was not of age at 
the time of his fath^s death, in 1669, appears 
fkrom a petition addzessed by bim to the Queen 
in 1684, in which he speaks of his other's 
*' rud§ and uncivil bringing up,** The petition 
was as follows : — 

** To the Queenes most excellent Malj. 

** Most humbly showeth nsto yor highnes yor 
humble and faithfull subject Edmond Fitsoib- 
hon. That whereas about twentyyeares sythens 
his father oomonly called the white Knight, 
being a man otrude and uneivill bringing upp, 
thiough privatt^quarrell betwixt him and thii bar- 
ron of G«ihir,against whome he then tookearmes 
aoording to the lycentiousnes of those tymes 
rather then for any wilfull disposidon to revolt 
firom his loiall dnety to yor most eocoellMit 
Mat/ by meanes thereof fell into the danger of 
lawe ; woh being heavily followed agsinst him 
by Sir Thomas Cusakethen chief e C^missioner 
there, being the father in lawe of the said 
Baxion agauMt whome onely he tooke armes, 
was adiudged treason, and albeit he died before 
the attainder in the towne of Kilmallocke, 
being pardoned, >ett all his lands were by acte 
of parlyamt after his death entitled to yor high- 
nes, woh were before yor supliaatiB rightfull m- 
heritance, who at that tyme was an infant. 
After woh vor suplt comyng to adge obteyned 
from yor highness a lease of the same for 
yeares paing the survey, aod afterward follow- 
mg a quite contrary oozse to his said father, 
thereby both to recover yor highnes gradous 
favoure and also the credit of his house dfecayed, 



hath alwaies very duetyAilly carried himself 
and namely in all the troublous tymes of re- 
bellion, hath peifourmed sondry oommendabki 
parts of services in kyiling of many of the said 
rebells and sondry other outlawes sythens, 
wthout pay or intertaint, as may appeare Cunto 
yor highnes by the particular schedule of the 
same, under divers credible men is hands, as also 
by testimonie of the rig^t honnorableth'erle of 
Ormond, the Lo Orey and Sir John iParrott wth 
many ouier noble gentn who had the ohardge of 
those partes. In wdi his said services he hath 
Sttsteyned moch damadge both by losse of many 
of his people and shedding of his blode besidM 
the continuall hatred of som his ill dispossed 
neghbouxes. In tender consideraoion whweof 
it may please yor most excellent Katie of yor 
mercyAul fiiyours and graeions bounl^ aiul 
fbr his better encoradgmt to yor mghnes 
further servioes to restore faun to Ids 
blode wih all such lands, chiefries and here- 
ditamts whatsoever as his father had or ought 
to have, yelding such reasonable service for we 
same as shall seeme meete unto yor highnes, 
having accepted his surrender of the lease by 
woh he presently holdeth the same. And also 
in regard of his said loosses & services, and for 
his better inhabling to the like hereafter to 
remitt unto him all such arrerages as he is 
ronne into for ye same, being growen through 
his greatdishabilyty and long imprisonmt. And 
he and his shall ever humbly pray for yor high- 
nes lonffprosperiousraigne 9gM ettemiall happi- 
nesse «o." (Dom. Slate Papert, Ireland, 
EUsab. Vol. 110. No. 61.) 
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had fought so long to uphold the customs of their ancestors, had perished, some in the. 
field, many on the gallows. The great territories of the FitzGeralds and FitzGibbons had 
been effectually dissipated ; and in their place was introduced a class, self-termed under- 
takers, mostly the descendants of the great barons who had come over into England with the 
Conqueror. But the time was approaching when the White Knight was to atone for all the 
trouble and disquiet which he had for years caused to the Queen's G-overnment in Ireland' 
by an act of almost unparallelled infamy, namely, the betrayal of his kinsman, confederate, 
and chief, the so-called Sugan Elarl of Desmond. How the wily and blood-thirsty Carew, 
President of Munster, laid his plans to lure the White Knight, first into loyalty and 
obedience, and subsequently into the position of informer and traitor, will appear from the 
documents printed infra. 

In the year 1596, the White Knight was appointed Sheriff of Cork, and during hh 
year of office was in high favour with the English authorities in Munster, because of his 
seal in cutting off the enemies of their rule. In a ** Summary Collection of the State of 
Ireland, delivered to the Lord Burgh, and subscribed with the hands of the Lord Deputy 
and Council " (April, 1597) it is stated, regarding Munster, that 

** There hath been not long since an intelligence between the rebels of Connaught and 
some of the McSbees and other ill-affected, people of Monnster, of whom, after they had 
committed several murders of some of the English undertakers there, and done many other 
outrages, the greater number have been at sundry times cutt off, some of the White Knight 
and others of the country, some by her Majesty's forces, and some by justice, insomuch as 
there standeth up none that we know, any man of name, against her majesty in that 
province, except two chief persons of the McShees, and two base sons of the Viscount 
Roche, which being followed by a rabble of loose people, stand out still, though both we 
and the Vice-President have often dealt with the Viscount Boche for the suppressioD of his 
base sons,* or to deliver them into justice. " 

His tenure of office being about to expire, the White Knight applied for a continuance 
of the trust in a letter of which the following is a copy : — 

*< My most humble duetie to yC honno'' often remembred &c Yeldinge like humble 
and hartie thanks for yo' manifold favo" soe honnorablie bestowed upon me When I was a 
suter at court, W^ is the verie originall of my Welfare, and havinge performed some 
small services in thb contrey of late, while I am Shierife, against the mcShihies and Scotts 
that enwaded this countrey out of Conaght, W^^ I will not bragg of, but rather leave it to 
the report of others, am very desirous to accomplish more, and casting my plott, I fynde 
that my shorte contynewance in this Office of Shierifshippe, and my soddaine removall out 
of the same, Wilbe a great hinderance to my proceedinge, for now having her Ma** 
ancthoritie, my power extendeih in all places most remote, and others, Wher service is 
most like to be done ; but being cutt off from the Office, at the accustomed tyme, my strength 
consisteth onelie in myne own contrey, and extendeth no further. Therfore I thought it 
my duetie to signifie unto yo>r Ho : the perill therof. That if y t please yC honnorable lips 
to adresse your lettres for my contynewance in this Office for a year or two long^, yo*> shall 
heare that I will (God willing) doe her Ma^« speciall good service, protesting that most of 
my studdy is to deserve favoi* and credit W^^ her Ma^7 & her most honnorable Consell, 
wtlk>ut regarde of proffitt, alwaies consumynge my substaunce in furnishing my people 
wth horses, armor & Weapons, and in manteynyng them at my owne charges, W^ut 
seeking any entertain* and yet have performed more than others that have cost her 
Maty much, hopinge yt will herafter please her Highness & the Consell to have con- 
sideracon of me, And of my fidelity to the Crowne of England, w^i^ I will never forfit for 
any worldlie wealth. And it is not rare in this contrey that her Ma<7 trewe and faithful 
servitor (soe well tried) should be kept in Office vij yeares together, for that other gent^ of 
smale desert onely in respect of fav »' y«^ the State of this Realms have been contynewed 
in this Office many yeares. Yet I leave my selfe, & this my mocion to yo^ honno'* grave 
consideracion, and my sonn to attend on yo^^ honno^ for answer at yo^ convenient leasurs. 
And soe till god send me better occasion to truble yo^ honno' I most humblie take leave. 

*' Clangibbon the XX^^ of Julie 1597. 

'* Yo^ honno" most humblie 
'*tocomaunde. 

" Ed. Gybbox." 



• The bi>je sons of the Lord Roohe must giving trouble, 
have been nomerous, and were continually 
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The application is directed ** to the Right Honorable my Singnler good TiOrd, the Lord 
High Threaaarer of Sogland. Att Court/' and is endorsed, "20 July, 1597: Edward 
Gibbon called the White Boiight, to be continued a yeare or 2 more Sheref of his contrye 
for her Mati«« service ** (State Papers, Ireland, Blizab.) 

But the White Knight's new- bom zeal for the English interest was regarded with 
suspicion by his neighbours of English extraction (who for obvious reasons, however, 
would, in any case, be only too glad of £dmond*8 downfall), as it .was looked upon with 
stronger feelinfcs by his immediate friends. When ** Old " Sir Edward Fitzharris (to whom 
the writer of the foregoing narrative refers for a character of the White Knight Edmund 
(wpra, p. 22), and who must therefore have been looked npon by the family and 
connexions of the White Knight as one who entertained friendly feelings towards Edmund, 
could write of him and his son in the terms used by him in his letter to Burleigh in 1597 
(printed supraf p. 76), it is not surprising that others of the '* English interest," less in- 
debted to the White Knight than Fitzharrb, should have been untiring in their representa- 
tions to the Government regarding him. 

It was of vital importance to the Government, however, that the White Knight should 
be drawn off from his associations, and the Queen herself wrote thus on the subject: — 

The Queen to Sir Thomaa Norteye, Lard President of Muneter, Dec. 3, 1698. 

(Extract) 

'* There are some persons either out in rebellion or suspected, who might be used, on 
their claims for lands being granted, as good instruments against the capital rebels, who 
are combined with the Northern Traitor. 

** Promise them our pardon, and that we will see them satidfled in all things just and 
reasonable. Of such are the White Knight, Condon, and Donnough Mc. Oormocke of the 
Dually. If Mc. Donnagh will serve us against Derby Mc. Owen, who takes the title of 
Mc. Carty More, we will bestow upon him the County of Dually. If the White Knight 
has adhered to the rebels for lack of force to resist them, * or for fear of any other offence 
against our laws,' assure him we will not suffer any extreme course to be taken against 
him, but consider his complaints." 

The strength of the White Knight's fbllowing about this period was respectable, he 
being able to bring over 400 men into the field. In a paper in the Public Becord Office, 
London, entitled ** State of Ireland at the arrival of the Earl of Essex," and endorsed 
" April, 1599," there is given "a general computation of the Irish forces in rebellion when 
the Earl of Essex arrived in Ireland ;" and among these are included the most powerful of 
the Munster chieftains, as follows : — 

** Munster — In Tippersrie, the Lord Baron of Cahir and James Butler his brother, with 
their followers and dependances, 300 foot, 12 horse. 

** Edmond Fitz Gibbon, alias the White Knight, 400 foot, 30 horse. Bedmond Burke 
pretending himself Baron of Letrym, and his borroughes, 300 foot, 20 horse, &c. &e. 

*' In County of Corke, James Fitz Thomas, the supposed Earl of Desmond, 250 foot, 
80 horse. 

*< The Lord Roche and Patrick Oondon, 200 foot, 28 horse." &c, &c. 

Essex had a very close watch on the White Knight. In a Journal of the ** Occurrences 
of the Camp, firom the 2l8t of May until the Ust of the same month, and thence con- 
tinued till the 22nd of June, 1599,** preserved in the Carew Collection of Stote Papers 
(Vol. 621), the Knight is referred to as working directly, as well as indirectly, against the 
Government. In the description of the taking of Cahir Castle, the writer says : *' His 
Lordship overtook the Vanguard, and caused them to stay one English mile short of the Castle 
of Cahir, the chief house of Thomas Butler, Lord of Cahir, a place of greater strength than any 
in this Idngdom, and of great consequence, * being a passage upon the river, a cover for the 
best part of the Co. of Tipperary, and a near neighbour to the White Knight's country, to 
the Burck's country (called CHanwilliam and Miukery), and to Arlo, the principal fiistnesa 
which the rebels of Munster have. 

** The Lord of Cahir should have yielded this castle upon the approach of this army, 
according to his submission and his word sundry times given to the Ix>rd lieutenant. He 
was charged by his Lordship at Clunmell with having received strangers into his castle, 
who wished to make a party for the White Knight, and against the delivery of the place ; 
but his brother, who was in it, sent word that none were in it but his own khismen and 
followers, and that it should be surrendered the next day.' 
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In the and the Cattb was won, and Eistz, who itadied his penonal comfort more than 
lUto ttffunf was troablad as to tha beat waj of returning out of Monster. The writer of 
the "Joomal*' thus chroniclea the reaultofhift Lordship'a deliberations and conferenoea 
with the President of Monster on the subject : — *' These points were answered thus: In 
ratuming, his Lordsliip might make choice of three ways, ' either from Kilmaloughe [Eil- 
maHockJ through the oounty of Tipperarj, and so oyer the Soner [Snir] at Golan bridge 
(lately repaired by liis Lordship) ; or the White Knighf a country, called Olangibbon, and 
ibanoe to Oahyr and Clonmell ; or through part of the Lord Roche's county, and the country 
9i Patrick Condon, and so to Coneigh, the pretended Earl's Castle (a place which he had 
itiengly guarded, as being his chief mansion house, and in the strength whereof he put espdal 
trust), and so to Liamore, whence he might either over the mountains pass to ClonmeU, or by 
Dongarran go straight to Waterford. If the first, he was presently to part his forces at Kil- 
malioughe ; if the second, he most carry all through Clangibbon, and return the President by 
the fair champion way of Tipperary. If the third, he must diride his forces at Lismore. 

**The first was the shortest and easiest way for his Lordship, but for the President far the 
worst, the whole forces of the rebels being likely to fall upon him, and if the Lord Lieutenant 
should carry away any munition with himself, there being not sufficient to answer such 
services as the Munster Companies were in aU likelihood to be put unto^ ere they could be sup- 
plied. Besides the victuall fell out euery way very short for both. The second was thought 
altogether fruitless, the White Knight holding no place in all bis country ; his chief Castle of 
Ballyboy being broken down by himself upon the first bruit of the winning of Cahir. As for 
his neighbours, they were all driyen into Arlo, a strong fastness, where our army, so pestered 
with carriages, could not possibly pursue them." 

The White ELnight*s enemies were not slow to take advantage of his difiBculties. On the 
llth of April, 1600, Lord Deputy Mountjoy writes to Sir George Carew, in behalf of Sir 
tdward Fitzharris : — 

** This gentleman desires to take advantage of the White Knight's absence to repair his 
Castle. Give order to the next garrison to assist him." 

In the year 1598, we find Uie White Knight's conduct regarded with great misgiv- 
ings on the part of the authorities. In an ** Extract from the Journal of Ormond's Proceed- 
ings ** inclowd in a communication datcl Oct. 21, 1598, his Lordship observes:— 

"At Kilmallock, thither came the lo: President, who wrote for a conway of horse w^ 
I sent unto hym, and also of the Noblemen and gent of Monnster formerlie wrytten for, to. 
mete me w^ their best forces, the lo : Roche & lo; Barry : Edmond fitz Gybon called the 
whyte knight, and Cormock Mo dermot of Muskrje ; Of whome and of the rests, I (longe 
since) advued the lo: President to take pledges for their loyaltie to yo^ Ma^, and thoaa 
Us: and gent' came w^ very feaue horsemen, and fyndinge fault w^i^ their footemen : they 
said they were not permytted to buy weapons for them : and the lis: Boche & Barry said 
that they had not one pound of powder for the defence of their Castles: Whereupon I gave 
them some smale quantitie for that purpose.*' {State Papers.) 

The conduct of the White Knight with regard to the proceedings of the Earl of Tyrone 
and his invasion of Munster was characterised by something more than inconsistency. 
Closely watched, as he was, by tie Lord President of Munster, and his active spies, 
Edmond FitzGibbbn required, no doubt, to be on his guard ; but there can be little doubt 
that he faithfully promised to join the Earl, and afterwards held aloof from all complicity 
in the movement which ended so disastrously for Tyrone at the battle of Kinsale. 

On this subject the following letter is as curious as it is important : — 

O^NeUlto the White Knight. 

•* God be w^ you White Knight. 

<* On the xvu of A prill 1599 we have receaved yO^ letters w^ honor and greate 
thanckes for yC service : For every Lord and gentleman that went forthe in this action of 
the nobility of Munster for theire Consciences and inheritance we are to maintayne every of 
them w^ indifferencie in his owne right and possessions, and theare is not one of those gentle- 
men (the Earle of Desmonds honor only excepted) a man in whom we repose more hope 
then In yC self. And therefore we wilbe yours (by Gods healp) w^ all the assistance and 
healp of all thoM of this Realms of Ireland as. wilbe advised by ns And such other as 
have remayned as heretflces and scismatiket beleeving the stinging and unconstant words 
and tpeaches of Englishmen not moved by theire CSonscienees or beleef, shall not (w*^ 
Gods will) obteyne victorie or good suocesse in this action. And If we the Catholics 
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shalbe the stronger (as we think we shalbe) their children and alliances shall not snoseede 
them in possessing of thdre lands or livings. As you have written unto ns that we shoidd ^ 
repayre Westward, you may understand that before the recey te of yoi' letter we were owra : 
selys of porpose to goe Westward about certayne occasions as also to defend the good people 
of Munster and w^ all to compell such as remayned w^in eayther w^h theire consent vti 
agaynat theire consent to enter into warr. We are farr the more willing to repayre West- 
ward for yoi^ oounsayle sent unto us to goe Westward. And we have putt in now three or- 

foure thousand hable men at oi^ owne charges beside such that we have putt ia> 

nppon the LI" and gentlemen that belonge unto owre selrs to accomplish that jomie 
In the name of God. And notw^standing that the Earle of Essex w^ a number of the 
Queens' forces are now comming into Ireland We doe expect that the Englishmen in England • 
shalbe so troubled and molested this sommer And in such sort as this Hand of Ireland 
shalbe at owre direction and oounsayle (as Irishemen) and admit those armes and forces 
doe come we under take (w^ God's will) to Defend so mudi as we have in owre hands of 
this land of Ireland agaynst them. And for so much as they have or such as take theire 
part: We will spoyle and marr all out of the Cityes and Post Townes Wishing you to 
be of good comfort and to understand that we will end the good enterprize you have taken 
in band. And if theire happen not some greate mischannce or trouble unto ns or some 
thing else more then we see as yeat We wilbe w^ you about May next w^ GodshealpStf- 
And we are making owre best provision and uttermost hast to peiforme that joumie in the 
name of God. We have sent owre Attumie unto you Westward w^ owre news before 
owre selves. As for those few men you sought for you shall have them or a stronger/ 
compagny about that tyme. And you may understand yo' selves that we are readdy to 
send you such healp of men and munition as we arr able. And we understand that yo>^ 
land and cuntrie is shott at betwixt all the Townes and garrisons in those parts. And 
that you are yO' self the best Warrant and strongest gapp for warr of all those that are 
Westward (the Earl of Desmonds Honor excepted). And that we are most willing (w^ 
Gods will) to be yours most assured in consideration thereof above a number of others : 
As for the powder and leade whereof you speake, theare are boates and shipping from us in 
Scotland that were sent to bring store of powder and leade which are not to come till about 
May next, and when they doe come you shall not bee forgotten of that they shall brii^. 
At Logh Boughane on the xvii^ of Aprile 1599. 

" Nbylb. 

The spirit of treachery, unfortunately, has always had deep root in Irish politfeal 
society. At this period it was in a particularly flourishing condition. If we may credit 
the anonymous author of a *' Project for Suppressing the Bebellion of Ireland," dated 
March 8, 1600, and preserved amons the State Papers, the eldest son of Edmund Fitz- 
Gibbon, the White Knight, namely, Maurice (who had spent many years on the Continent 
intriguing against the promoters of English rule in Ireland), was considered to be a person 
capable of being converted into an instrument in the hands of the enemies of James Fitz- 
Thomas (the Suffon Earl of Desmond), even before his father, the White Knight, had been 
lured by the wiles of Carew to act the part of traitor to his friend and relative. The 
anonymous rogue thus discloses his plot : — 

** My first prelect is for the surpriseing or distroying of the usurping treator of Des- 
mond his creat ; for the surprising of them, after I once know in what places they are kepte 
and in what manner thay ar driven and fedd, I will propound unto the Lord president such 
means as shall apeere possible and very probable. 

For the distroing of them as they passe or where thay feed and water I have secreet 
experience for yt purpose*. 

The sscond proiect is for the surpriseng or in executing of y^ persons of James Fits 
Thomas and John Thomas, his brother, in the which resolutly I offer to hassard my life by 
any drafte or practise that shal be aproved by y« Lord president. 

The third project is for deuideng of his tropes by distracting his forces and drineng his 
followers from hym. The White Knight his sonne Moris M^^G^bbone is of my familiar 
acquaintance and were camarados in the Low Gentries, whose nature and disposisslon is 
inwardly knowen unto me, 

*With regard to this horrible suggestion, project was submitted, has added in the margin, 
even the unscrupulous Cecyll, to whom the *' I like not such barbarisme.'' 
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I doubt BOt bnt be his means and such others of mj aequaintanoe amongest the ft>l- 
lowers of James EitsThomas, bnt to affect something of conseqnenoe for her MaJ«*<> 



The fourth proiect is secreetly to fire his provizlon or magassine of pouder ; at such 
coQTtnient tyme as the Lord president shall think good. 

There be mannj advantages of great importance that to ye ey of a decemeng soldier 
wU be presented, the which I will faithfully put in execution as the Lord president shall 
oomannd. 

For the better execution of these semises if it maye be so thought connenient ; I do 
desire to haue some 16 or 20 parsons of Trenh and English, such as I shall fynd in this 
country, unto whose Resolution and secresie I may giue confidence." 

Sir George Carew was appointed President of Munster by Letters Patent, dated 6th 
March, 1699 (1600). On the 2nd of Iklay following he gives his opinion cKf the White 
Knight in a letter of which the following is a copy : — 

President Carew to CecyU, 2nd May^ 1600. (Shandon.) 

'* Although there is no man that more mislikes thatt companies should be bestowed 
upon Irishe captens than mysellfe, yett when I find itt to lie expedient for the Queen's service 
I am bound in dutie to signifie my opinion, and therefore te encouradge my Lo. Barry, 
who is now in blood witli the traytors, since his losses when Tyrone was in these parts, I 
thinks it were meet thatt a companye of foote were bestowed uppon him. 

&c. &c. &c. 

** The White Knight hathe sent sundrye messendgers unto me promiringe to be an honest 
man ; a morefaythlesse man never lived uppon the earthe, yett to satisfie hb desire that he 
may haue no cause to excuse himselfe, acoordinge to his onne request I haue sent Sir Greorge 
Thorceton to speake w^ him, and to bringe him unto me, but I haue as little hope in him 
as in Florence MK)arthy ; y f any thinge do move him to keepe his promyse and to come unto 
me, is the intemall malice betwene James M<^Tbomas and him which is irreconciliable. Yf 
these tow men were reconcyled to the State I should in a short tyme drawe from James 
M*Thomas all his best frends ; for had they but a leader they would stry ve who shouUd 
make his peace first. This I know to be trew, for most of his best followers haue by there 
messendgers assurred me that they would come in yf they durst yt^^ makes me the more 
desirous to reconcille Florence and the White Knight to the state ; and yet I protest I do 
not seeks it att there hands, but in regard of the queens honnour do seeme coy, and deale 
■o further in itt then by there importunities I am urged. Untill I do know what these 
grandes will do I am fast att anchor in Corke, nott knowinge wc^ way to carrye the 
foroei." 

&c. &c. &c 

The mission of Sir George Thornton to the White Knight seems to have been more 
iQooesBful than Carew could have expected. A few days after the date of the previous 
letter, the President writes to Cecyll in a tone which indicates a belief on his part that he 
(Carew) had succeeded in securing the submission of the Knight on certain conditions. 

Sir Geo, Carew President of Munster to Cecyll, (Shandon, Cork, 6 May, 1600.) 

*' Sir — ^When I despatched all my lettres and the lettre from me and the counsell here 
unto the L . bearing date the last of Aprill, I reserved the writinge of my lettre onto 
your Honour until the wynd served to embarque, yi^^ bare date the 2P^ of May, since 
w«k tyme the wind nott serving. In these I thought good to relate unto you whatt hath 
passed lietweene Florence M^Cartie and me. ••..,• 

When I was thus farre proceeded in my lettre I stayed fynishinge of the same, expectinge 
these lettres of Florence's unto yoursellfe. Sir Walter Baleg^e, and Sir John Stanhoppe ; 
but be having not drunke wyne in many dayes before to put care awaye, so filled his skynne 
wtk sacke as the whole daye was loste in sieepe ; this day better remembring himsellfe he 
brought me these three lettres unsealed, and gave them unto me to read ; w^ varyee 
iiothinge from his former lettres to me and others ; but I do nott geve credditt unto them, 
or to anything he sayes ; for my intelligences assures me thatt underhand he combynes 
w^k the rebells as firmely as he may ; and yett his oathes are to the contrarye. The report 
of the fight betwene Her Ma^i«* forces and him is fallse; lett your Honnour beleeve whatt 
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I have wrotten to Sir Walter Raleghe woh ia a true narration of thatt daye's service, 
testitied under a discreet Irisheman's hand who did view the bodies. This day I find him 
■lore tractable than before, gevinge me some good hope thatt he will delyver his sonue 
presentlye pleadge into my hands ; but snch is his inconsistancie as I dare nott trust him, 
for his fears on either side do so besiedge him as he cannot well resoHve whether it were 
goo d for him to be a subiect or a rebell ; and to say my opinion of him he is good for neither 
of them bothe. Tf I were assured thatt he would keepe his promise w^ me, and do me 
anderliand service as he protests, I coulld then be more gladd of his walkinge in the woodei 
then in the citye of Corke ; but cowards are fay thiesse and so I think I shall find him. 
But howsoever he deale w<^ me I doubt not but to make some advantadge of him and figlit 
w^k him att his owne weapons so as he sliall nott overreache me. The White Knight hatl>« 
sent this day a messendger unto me w^k faythfull promise to 8u»mit himsellfe, so as he 
may be pardoned for his lyfe and goodes, restored in blood, have his lands by a new graunt 
from Her Ma^«. and forgeven the arrearadge of his rents due uppon him since the rel)ellion ; 
all w«k lieeause they are nott unreasonable demands and suche as are nether unprofitable or 
diriionourable to the Queene and suche as I am sure att the last when he hathe done more 
harm, Her Majesty will graunt unto him, I will be so adventurous as to promise them unto 
him, hopeing that the Queene will nott mislj'ke itt. The staye of Florence from aydinge 
James M<^Thomafl and the drawinge in of the White Knight dothe in a manner free the 
oountye of Clorke; then my taske lyes onelye in Lymericke and Kerrye, in w<^k counties I 
doubt nott but to rayse nppe factions agaynstt Desmond and bis brother w^'^ vnW geve 
a fayre hope towards the fiynishinge of this warre. This bearer Capten Browne sonne to 
Sir Valentyne and a cashiered capten I may nott forget to recomend unto your Honnonr's 
good favour, besechinge you to give him your ayde and assistance, yf he shall have 
cause to be a suter for the same. He is an honest man very valiant, & thatt w^k I like 
best, one that loves me. So humblye rest at your Hononr*s service. 

"Tour Honnour*s most humblye to serve you, 

** George Cabews." 
*' Shanden This 6th of May, 1600." 

The first result of the negociations carried on between Sir George Carew and the White 
Knight, with the view of securing the submission of the latter, and bis powerful aid in 
promoting the '* pacification *' of Munster by this suppresdon by fair or foul means of the 
Sugan Earl of Desmond and his sturdy followers, was communicated by him to the Privy 
Council of Ireland early in the year 1600. 

Sir O, Carew, Lord President, and the Council of Munster, to the Privy 
Council. (Shandon Castle, by Cork, May 19, a.d. 1600). 

[Bztract.] 

** The 20th of this month, I, the President, intend to be in the field and to begin mj 
march to limerick. Many that now attend the rebels are desirous to be taken into suth* 
jection. 

'* The White Knight, so soon as the army comes to Kilmallock, has promised to submit 
himself, and to deserve grace by very OAxepiable services," 

The author of *' Pacata Hibemia " (who was no other than Sir Geo. Carew himself) 
thus reports the submission of the White Knight : — 

" A.D. 1600. The president [Sir George Carew] on the 2l8t of May left Corke, and 
with his arroie incamped that night within three miles of Moyallo [Mallow]. 

" The twenty -two they lodged within five miles of Kilmallock, where the White Knight,^ 
according to his former promises made his humble submission unto the President, whereby, 
the faggots began to unloose which combined the rebellion in Munnster." — (Ed. 18 LO, 
p. 74.) 

In a letter to the Privy Council under the date of June 17) 160O, President Carew re- 
ports the submission of the White Knight in terms which indicate the importance attached 
to the event : — 

O 
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President Cartw to the Privy OouncU in England. 17 June, 1600. 

'* It may pleate yo*' Lb after I had taken order wtl> the ebieftaines of Barryes eontitey, 
Mnikerry and Carrebry, to oonteyne tboee partes in some quietnes till my retiime^ I 
assembled together her Ma^ whole forces in this Province and w^ them the 21 of th« 
last begann my jomey towards Limericke marchinge the same day neare Moyallo, wbera 
I encamped, and the next daye 1 lodged w^^Hn 5 myles of Kihnallock and the thiide day 
w^ in a myle of that towne^ wbeare the White Knight (according the Usi ioynt lettre sent 
from hence) made his hnmble submission and attended me from thence to Limerick, w^ 
whome hauinge some care to deall effectually for his loyalty heareafter found him yeiy 
reasonable to the same by any meseoon ; but by reason he had some pledges taken by 
Tyrone at his late beinge in Mounster and referred to the cbardge of Redmond Bourke who 
still holdeth them he humbly entreated respite to see yf in bome short tyme he cold procure 
their safetyes and then to satbfie me on her Bla^ behalf, it^ yf he fynde to be any things 
tedious or difficult, condicioned wtb me not to defer tyme therein but to leare them to God, 
and for the performannce thereof tooke a corporall oath upon a Piua Quintus, In v^ re- 
spect (hauinge aLio since harde from him, being w^ in the tymi; respited) of the zeale 1m 
hath to become a new man and to dcserue her Ma<« grace by his endeuo^* to advance her 
service) I have a good opinion of the true meaninge and do expect an end dayly of his as- 
snrance for that the tyme vi^ln XI ill dayes will be expired. In thismeane while he haih 
bdiaued himself exceedinge dutifully and is a good neighbour to Kilmalluck, takiiige 
eqnall care w^ her Ma^ garrison for the defence of the castle of that Towne. Frum Effin 
(the encampinge place aforesiud neare Kilraallock) I marched the 24th to the Brough a 
castle wcb wassomntymes S' George Thorntons, but «nce the warr held by the tray tor 
Piers Lacye to annoye the passage between Kilmallock and Limerick, w<>^ I fyudiug to be 
of good strength and well accommodated to disturbe the traytors in the Castle of Lough 
Girr (lyeng somewhat neare nnto yt), I placed therein a warde w^ut chardge to her 
Ma^^r and mw them furnished w^ all meanes to serve till I had taken the said castle of 
Lough girr, w®^ upon the viewe I tooke thereof in my passing by, saw tliat by the 
cannon I might &c. I have bin of late importuned by the Kuight of Kerry, the Knight of the 
Yalle)' and John O'Connor, men of this province of best meanes and quallytie amongetft 
them, to be receaued into grace and fauo'' and whome I dowt not will perfonue their offers 
yf they be not chaunged by obseruing Florence M*Carties newtrall humo' w*^ now I fyud 
to be dowtfuU and more bent (as by his accions appeareth) to cunibyue ag^ne w^ tha 
traytors then to manifest any desire to become honest." &c. &c. &c. &c. 

The ardour of the White Knight's youngest son, John, was about this time near bring- 
ing his father into trouble with the authorities. The circumstances are thus reported in the 
record of Carew's proceedings called ** Facata Hibernia.'' 

«*A.D. 1600. Aug. 18. 

'* The day following at Kilmallock, the White Knight being there to attend the Presi- 
dent, news was brought unto him, that diveis of his people and Followers, were slaine by 
the Garrison of Moyallo, commanded by Captaine Roger Harvy. The Prestident careful 
to give him contentment (being under her Majesty's protection) in his owne presence ex- 
amined the matter, and there it was found that Captains Harvy having intelligence by a 
spy, that was^his Guide, of a notable traitor called John Mac Bedmondj and oertaine other 
traitors, and their goods, which were reported to be neere unto Sir Walter Raleigh his 
lands, adjoyning to the SVhite KuighL*s countrey, with seventie foot, and four and twentie 
horse, marched that night one and twentie miles from Moyallo; and at the break of day, our 
men, thinking that they had been brought upon an Enemies Towne, set fier to a house, 
having some few people therein. 

*' But an ould itouidier knowing the place, told the captaine that it was the White 
Knight's Towne : Whereupon he commanded his company to forbear comuiitting any out- 
rages either upon the people or any of their goods : 

'* But the White Knight's younger Sonne, John fits Gibbon, having suddenly gathered 
to himselfe one hundred and sixty foote, and eighteen horse, overtooke Captaine Harvey, 
who began to excuse the matter, telling him (as the truth was) that the Guid whom he had 
there with him, to answer the fact, had brought him unwillingly upon that place ; and 
therefore for the hurt done (ignorantly) he would mak« a large satisfaction. 

** But ^e young' man following the advice of one Garrett Mac Shane (who had lately 
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been a noteable Traitor), thinking it not possible for so small a company to resist his great 
force, (without returning an answer') began preitently to clear our men, whom they supposed 
without any great resistance to have at their service, and came up close to our foote, who 
nothing dismaied, stood firme, expecting their chardge : But they not coming on, Captaine 
Harvey advanced towards them and brake them instantly. 

** In this conflict were slaine and hurt about sixtie of their parties, and among them 
Garret Mac Shane, the Ijcader and procurer of the fight ; of our men some four were hurt, 
but none killed ; Captain Harvey received a shot on his murrain, a blow witli a pike upon 
his back, but escaped danger by the goodness of bis Biiffe Coat, and had his horse slaino 
under him. 

**The White Knight upon dew knowledge hereof, condemned both his Sonne and 
people for their folly to enforce a fight having no harme intended them ; and confessed 
they werewell lost. But yet for his better satisfaction the treacherous Guid who did upon 
a set purposed malice draw this Dranglit was by the President's appointment deliyered 
over to the Marshall, and presently hanged."* 

At this time the wary Cecyll did not place much faith in the White Knight's profes- 
sions of loyalty. Writing to the President of Munster a few months after the date of 
Oarew's letter to the Privy Council vl7 June, 1600) announcing the humble submission of 
the White Knight, and his earnest promises of amendment, the suspicious Cecyll wrote to 
Carew cautioning him against the wily conduct of the unruly subject so lately received into 
favour. The letter contains some interesting particulars regarding the purpose for which 
the young " Queen's Earl " of Desmond was sent over to Ireland in 1600, and the spirit of 
thrift in matters pertaining to Ireland, which, even in that age, was cultivated by the Eng- 
lish Goyemment. The political object contemplated by the English Privy Council was of 
the utmost importance, but the instrument to be used should be provided at small expense. 

Sir Robert Ceq/U to Sir George Carew, 1 Oct., 1 600. 

** If yon shall not remember where I dwell this Dispatch will torment, you, because it 
is incertaintys with Imbroderys; but rather then I wold haue taken all this pains, and you 
not haue ben acqwainted with all our alterations, I thought good to send yon all the same 
even . . . as I wrote them. And for short this is all the plaine trowthe; the report of 
the Bishop's protestacion to the Lis being related to the Queen was the only motive that 
recouered this patent. He desires to be the carrier, and the yong Erl being departed out 
of London, and without it, I haue committed it to his hands, for now it is sealed with the 
great seal of England. Sir now this is don the Queen will not pay any great soomms for 
James M^^Thomas, and therefore now must his friends know they must work, or els plainly 
she will revoke him. Sir I think Castle Maine wold be a very acceptable pleasure to ber, 
and an argument that might be vsed to the world that the Queen getts somewhat by him 
good for herself as well as for him. As concerning his expenses let him know he must line 
frugally and within the compass of £600 yearly till he be seated and lands giuen him 
which must be recouere 1. Besyds you may tell him that he may tell his followers M-hat 
he thinks good but that yon haue but £500 allotted, and that if he consider well it is a 
fayre pension. He may be also told that he shall come ouer when he hath don any gofxl 
and marry in England, whyther it seems he longeth to retoum ; and I assure you in my 
opinion he will never much like an Irishe lyfe for he is tender and skskly, but time will 
shew. In any case place well affected persons about him. I pray you sir remember good 
pledges upon the Whyte Knight whilst thinges are prospering well, for it is sayd yon will 
be cosined by him at last. Tou can not please the Queen better than that some of the 
principall knaues of name be hanged, &c., &c." {Carew MS8, YoL 604.) 

A fortnight after, Cecyll again writes to Carew in rather an angry mood, becanse of the 
leniency (?) exhibited towards the Munster chlefo who had sabmitted, or were in treaty for 
their submission, and denouncing the White Knight. 



* The foregoing extraot is similar— verbatim Aug., 1600. (See Cartw 8t<U^ Ptqwr», A.D. 
—to a passage in a letter or report from Sir 1600, p. 429.) 
0«orfe Carew to the IMvy Oonnoil, dated 2ft 
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Sir Eobeii Gecyll to Sir Oeorge Carew. 15 Oct., 1600. 

*' S' I haae receaned this evening and not before your pacqoette by Smith which finds 
* me at London from whence I reaolae to malce you some answer ; though I doubt not betSoro 
this lettre arryue but my sundry dispatches will sease upon you when Desmond arriveth. 
In one of your lettres of the first of Octobre I find some clauses whereonto I am in some 
payne to nuke answer for even indeed they vary in themselfs from the very lettres which 
<iome in the same pacquett ; a matter which I icnow is common in lettres of several dates* 
but yet in this point, wherein you desire to be resolued, your arguments are somewliat ob- 
scure ; for you say that this taking in of the rebells is the way to end the warr for the 
^me but not to secure it hereafter ; which future temps, yf you do limite either to the 
eomming in of the Spaniards or to the day of the disastre by the Queenea decease (whome 
God long preserve !) ; for the first I am not of opiuion there will any arryue in haste; and 
f >r the second, lett that vnfortunate tyme care for itself:— secondly you say you (Hurst not 
use force because you know not how it would be here accepted. Surely Sir I do not know 
that yun were enjoyned to any course, one or the other, neither do I remember but that 
euer I tould you that for example's sake her Majestye would expect that some should pay 
Uie randsomes of their rebellions ; and (as I conceaue) your owne project was, after your 
return from Kerry (during which voyadge you meant to hane those at your back as quiett 
as yon could) that you did not intend to pardon any upon base conditions neither (foe 
ought I know) could I haue wished a better choise then of those five villaynes, who yet are 
leaft, I mean 124 [James Fitz Thomas?] 126rPiers Lacy ?] 128, [Edmond Fitz Gerald r] 
4012 [Knight of the Valley?] 1047 [Thomas Fitz Maurice Lord of lixnaw ?] whereof as 
it appears three of them are fled the contrey and two are but in poor estate, whome I wish 
D6uer forgeven. I am onely not satbfied why 123 [the White Knight] so wealthy and pesti- 
lent a knaue should be still borne with, yf you be not secure of him, for the war were 
easily made upon him. It is true that in my conscience 1089 [Thomond ?] is come as well 
to see how wee are disposed to proceed with the generall as for his owne particular ; wherein 
because you shall know his nature I protest to you before God when I readd unto him 
2049 [Carew's?] letter written in his commendacion (as yf he had been the son of 
Jupiter) and used these words unto him : ' Tou see 2049 [Carew ?] hath giuen you great 
commendacion ' he answered me ' By God he hath not said so much as I deserve,' so 
as I aa-^ure you there need not any other president then 1089 [Thomond ?] yf you beleeve 
ether what he hath done or what he can, &c. &c. &c. &c." (Carew MSS. Vol. 604.) 

The submission of the White Knight, which was looked forward to with snch satisfoction 
by Sir George Carew, who was most competent to judge of the importance of such an event, 
was really not the work of the Lord President, but of one of his subordinates, Sir George 
Thornton. It is to the honour (?) of Sir George Carew, however, that he has given his suborn 
dinate the credit (F) of the affair. Writing to Cecyll, under date of October 21, 1600 (tw6 
months after his announcement of the White Knight*s abject submisjdon to himself at 
Kilmallock), the Lord President of Munster expresses himself thus : — 

*' The first rebell in Mouuster (and absolutelye the worst while he was a rebell w^ is 
the White Knight) that did submit himselfe unto me wasAts [i. e. Sir Geoi^ Thornton's] 
onelye act, for by his persuasions he was reduced, and because there is more doubt held of 
the Knight than of any man ells. Sir George Thornton dotheuppon the losse of his reputation 
for euer undertake to conteyne him a subiect whether the Spaniards come or not as longe 
as her Ma^« lyveth, this beinge by him performed is no small service, for the White 
Knight is the moet wyse subtill and valliant man in Mounster and of great following." 
{State Papers*) 

The White Knight himself soon followed with assurances of his dutiful obedience, in a 
letter remarkable for the abject tone of his apology for previous transgressions, and the 
apparent earnestness of his promises of amendment and of zeal for the Government service. 
Writing to Cecil on the 27th of November, 1600, he says :— 

** My humble duMe lemembred to yo^ Ho : &c. Albeit Her Ma^«, yC honnorable 
father, & the rest of the Lords of the Councell in England had sufficient testemony of my 
services hertofore, for w^k l have receaved manifold consideraciuns from her Highnes, 
wherof I cannott be forgetfull : yet I have been constrayned to brecke from my duetie 
as well be the suddaine envacion of this countrey, as alsoe be the risinge fourth in action of 
the late L. Roch, the Lo : of Mountgarrott, the Lo : of Cahir w^ the rest of my neigbonra 
rownd about, in sorts as I could not broock any saftie for my self, nor my poore people, but 
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be entering into y^ action. As alsoe for that her Ma^ at that instant had not force then in 
tlhcAse parts imfficient to prevent the great mischiefe bappned to her subjects. Consequentlie, 
seeing the (Governor to draw back from Kilmallock, and other holds vr^^ her Highnes had 
in this province, wherbe everie man was compelled to shift for himself; neyertheles when I 
aaw my opportunitie not knowing howe to give better triall of my willingness to live dueti- 
fally, npon the first comyng^ of this Lo : President,* I have been the first that made sub- 
mission of himself, for ensample to all tlie rest to doe the like, as his Lp : and S' George 
Thometon can w^ness. Since w«i^ tyme I keepe in all duetifulnes, and will doe (G^ 
willing) while I live, yet not knowinge under whose winges I might better convert my 
self to have ease and forgevnes of my fault herin, then to make cboise of yo' ho : as my 
enelie good Lo : & pattron, from whome I will never sequester my self, but wbolie depende 
and relie to yo' honnorable favo^, be whose contenaunce I altogetiier ezpecte to be holpen & 
relieved in this my great want and necessitie. Most humblie craving, that the sinister 
enformacions of < my adversarries male not wourck anie alteracion of the contrarie untile 
yor Ho : doe make further triall of me & my loialtie. Even soe Leaving my self alto- 
gether to yo' honnon grave consideracion, Eftsoones prainge that it will vousafe please 
yo' Ho: to accept of me accordinglie. Alwaies prainge for yC prosperious health w*k 
encrease of all Ho : , I most humblie take leave. From Olangibbon this 27tb of November, 
1600. 

** To' honnorable Lordships most humblie to commaund 

»* Edw : Gtbbok." 
The letter is addressed *' To the right Ho : my verie good Lord, S' Robert Chessle, 
Sjdght, one of her Ma^ most honnorable privy Gouncell in England." 

Page 24, line 9. ** The defeal he gave at Glenconkin in Ulster to Mac Saurly Boy 

MacDoneU,** 

The battle of Glenconkin (in Irish Oleann'Concadhain)^ in the parish of Ballinascreen, 
county Londonderry, if battle it could be called, was fought in 1684. In none of the pub- 
lished accounts of the event is there any mention of the presence of the White Knight on 
the occasion, although it is likely that he was there in the train of the Lord President of 
Munster. In a despatch from the Lord Deputy Perrott to the Privy Gouncil in Bngland, 
dated 25th October, 1584, he states that ** the Lord President (Norris), the Baron of 
Dungannon (Hugh O'Neill), Mr. Thomas Norris, and Bdward Barkeley, did good serviee 
against Sorley Boy, the ScoU and the Irish, in Glenconkine.** {Carew Calendar, 2nd 

Series, p. 880). 

Tho Four Masters thus refer to the expedition of the Lord Deputy to Glenconkine : — 

•*The Lord Justice (Sir John Perrott) proceeded on the following day to Limerick, 
and resolved to spoil and chastise a great number of gentlemen about Limerick, until 
despatches overtook him informing him that a Scottish fleet had landed in the North of 
Ireland, at the invitation of Sorley Buigh, the son of MacDonnell, and were plundering 
and devasUting the country about them ; and the cause for which they had come was, 
that Sorley Buigh, who was in possession of the Routes (in Antrim), for thirty years 
before that time, receiued intelligence that the council of England laid an injunctiou and 
command on that new lord justice, to confer the Routes on its own rightful inheritors, and 
to expel Sorley to hb own paternal stock in Scotland ; and not that alone, but that he 
would not suffer any foreigners to make settlements in Ireland while he should be in the 
service of the sovereign. As to the lord justice, he left Dmerick with tdl despatch, and 
commanded that all men fit for service, from the Boyne to Beirre (Bear, in the county of 
Cork) should meet him, at the expiration of twenty-four days from that at Drogheda. 

<* These commands were obeyed by the men of Munster, Meath, and Leinster, for they 
came numerously, and fully equipped, to that place, and they all marched for Ulster. 

** When Sorley received intelligence that the forces of Ireland were marching towards 
him, he left the Routes, and carried off with him his herds of cattle, his women, and his 
people, to Gleann-Choncadhan (Glenconkene in Derry), and left neither herding or 
watching in the country, or guarding of any town in the Routes, except alone Dunlis 
(Dunluce Castle) ; and although that was the stronghold of the province, it was taken by 
the lord-justice in two days and nights after he had laid seige to it, and he put the queen's 
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guards into it. After the lord justice had been ten days in the Roates, he left thirteen 
Banna (bandR, or companies) quartered in Ulster against Sorley, and he himself returned 
to Dublin, and disbanded the men of Ireland, and sent them to their homes.'* {Ann, 
Four M,, 1584). 

It would seem from the foregoing account that there was not much actual fighting 
between Sorley Boy and the Government forces, at least in Q-lenconl^ine. If we may 
believe the writer of the Cotter MS., however (who appears to have derived his materials 
for the history of the White Knights from very reliable sources), Edmond acquitted him- 
self on the occasion of the Glenconkine expedition with great bravery. After referring to 
£dmond*s return from the Continent, this writer says that Edmond was " a person to be 
greatly dreaded, especially for a short time he held out against her Maji^, & according to 
the Earl of Essex his memoirs, it gave the Irish Government no small content, that he was 
afterwards brought over to her ; for making his peace with the queen, she was pleased to 
make him a grant of the forfeited estates of his father, in recompence wherof he rendered 
her Majesty several acceptable services. 

'* In the North of Ireland he distinguished himself particularly against ONeile and 
M'Saurleyboy, who I conceive was the ancestor of the Lord Marquess of Antrim, who in 
those days greatly embarrassed her Maj^^ affaires in the province of Ulster, in soe much 
that it was thought exped^ by the Lord Deputy and councill to levy a great force to sup- 
press him. 

* * To this purpose the Lord Barrymore the Lord Boche and the White Knight were com- 
manded to levy a select number of men for this expedition ; the White Kn^ it is sayd for 
this occasion brought about 600 men of his own well armed and equipped, and joyning the 
Lord deputy and the two other Lords they made hasty marches untill they reached a place 
called Glanconikin, where they discovered that the enemy, that is to say M'Sanrley with his 
adherents, were strongly fortified in the boggs & woods adjacent, and which seemed 
almost to be inaccessible. Here the Lord deputy drew up his whole army and then de- 
tached the White Knight with his men to maintain a pass pretty remote from their main 
boddy, lest the enemie would otherwise make way to take them in the rear. Here he 
posted himself according to command, and stood not there very long when he descried a 
numerous party of the enemy advancing towards him, to oppose whom he drew out 600 
men, wh™ he advantageously posted leaving 200 more for a reserve ; but the enemie being 
superior in number, the White Knight, after he had lost 50 of his men, was obliged to re- 
treat ; being thus pressed he sent for his reserve, who came In soe opportunely that rallying 
again, he beat the enemie back with the loss of about 500 of their men, the re$«t of them 
making off as well as they could to their maine bo<ldy« and that with such precipitation 
that one Donagh Casey, an officer belonging to the White K.n^' cryed out aloud, & swore 
by G^-d, they would escape before they could kill any more of them. The Lord Deputy 
was not idle, for by this time he advanced to the main body of the enemie putting them 
to flight, and such was the slaughter made by the Queen's forces, that of McSaurley's 
army, it was computed upwards of 2500 men were slaine in the action. The White Kn* 
lost 134 of his men and was wounded in one of his arms, and reed alsoe a slight 
wound in his thigh from a musquetball. Maurice FitzGarrettof Ballinloudrey was greatly 
wounded with a pike in the shoulder. Gibbon Rua, another of his officers, was severely 
wounded with a broad sword, & Gerald Fz Thomas another officer had a deep wound from 
a small sword on the shoulder of his right arm." 

Page 24, line 14. " Whereon the Lord Deptay^ 

The Lord Deputy of Ireland at this time was Sir John Perrot, who in June 1584 was 
sent to Ireland as its Chief Governor. Of this personage the Revd. George Hill says in a 
note at page 159 of his MacdonneUs of Antrim, ''This Knight was believed to be a son 
of Henry YIIL, whom he very much resembled in personal appearance, and also in his 
arbitrary temper. Sir Robert Naunton states that Perrot ' was sent lord deputy into 
Ireland, as it was then apprehended, for a kind of hautincss and repugnance in connsells ; 
or, as others have thought, the fittest person then to bridle the insolence of the Irish.' 
Perrot whilst in Dublin often told the council there to ' stick not so much upon the 
Queen's letters of commandment, for she may command what she will, but we will do 
what we Ust.* He was eventually aocnsed of high treason, and imprisoned in the 
Tower, where he suddenly died, just as the Queen bad determined to pardon him." (See 
Somers* Tract; vol. 1, p. 268.) 
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Page 25, line 82. — '^ Other his good and loyal Services,^ 

Amonfsthese services, the writer, no doubt, numbered the White Knights' betrayal of 
the Barl of Desmond, although he carefully avoids any reference to that reprehensible 
transaction. The writer of the Cotter MS. has the following observations on the subject. 
But they seem to have been taken, nearly verbatim, from the account in the *' Pacata 
Uiberuia,'* Book ii., chap. 3. 

" As it was not my intended purpose to intersperse these memoirs with stories of the 
transactions of any other, during these commotions, but such as I could not well avoid 
to give a m >re amplo acc^ of the actions of this unhappy and reputed Earl, & others 
of the Mounster Ff^Geralds, I shall therefore speak but very little.of Florence McCarthy,* 
al* McCarthy More, in the sequel hereof. 

** Let it suffice the reader, in short, that he was apprehended and sent into England as 
an acceptable present to the Queen, and as that Karl was now approaching his destiny, 
shall hasten to show in what manner he made bis exit from the stage of this world. 



• The influence of Florence MacCarthy oyer 
the Wbite Knight was for some time very great, 
and his indignation at the \aXief& submiAsion to 
Carew was, therefore, proportionately immo- 
derate. The authorof" Pacata Hibemia" speaks 
of a "traitorous message (sent by Florence) 
to the White Knight by liis daughter, Mac 
Dono^h's [MacCar&y's] wife, together with a 
canning letter, writt^ in Iriah, and translated 
as f olloweth." 

The letter is described as A letter from 
Florence Mac Carihy to the White Knight, and 
reads (in translation) : — 

"Damnation, I cannot but commend me 
heartily unto jrou, as bad as thou art, and doe 
also most heartily commend me to your wife, 
and to your two sonnes, I would be very glad to 
speak with you for your good; and because I can- 
not speak with you my selfe, yet I would have 
50U m any wise credit your daughter mistress 
fac Donoghtf concerning me, and to beleeue 
from me whom she sends, or what she sends 
you word of, by a trusty messenger ; I would 
haue to determine about Pterce Oge, and that I 
may speak with you, I meane about Gortneto- 
berd or Tullyletue^ send word to Pierce and 
Dermoiid of the day with him, and send me 
word, and I will come without ail f dile : In the 
mean time I leave to God. Pallaoe, this seven 
and twentieth of August, 1600. 
* ' Your assured loving fhiend, 

"Flokenck Mac Cabtik." 
The author of ''Pacata Ilibemia" adds : — 
*' The letter was delivered and expoimded to the 
President by the White Knight : 

•* Pierce Oge, before mentioned, was Pieroe 
Lacy. The message which he sent by Mac 
Donogh's wife, was to reproue him for his sub- 
mission to the Queen, and to incite him to enter 
againe into rebellion, and if he would not be 
advised by him, and himselfe not able to main- 
taine the action, that he purposed to agree with 
Donell Mac Cartie his brother in Law and to 
leaue the County of Desmond and the Followers 
in his hands and to imbarke himselfe into 
i>paine, to procure and hasten the long expected 
aide. 

*' In October, after many andinfinite delatory 
excuses, and protracted delays, he submitted 
himselfe to the President putting in such pledges 
as you haue heard, and received a Protection for 
ten davs, before the expiration whereof hee 
eariiestljr laboured Cormac Mac Dermond about 
the marriage betwixt the Arch-reballJames Fitz- 
Thomas and his sister, promising to the said 
Cormac all the Lands that hee had in Carbery, 
and imdertakiiig that the said Earl should give 



farther unto him, such portions of Lands as 
should be to his own content, so that he would 
consent to this marriage, and join in this wtcked 
combination." 

When examined before the Privy Conndl, 
Florence McCarthy is stated by Cecyll to have 
denied that he had sent messages by the White 
Knight's daughter. 

Sir Robert Cecyll to Carew. (6 Septr., 1601.) 
*' I know not what to wryte which some of 
my packetts that have lyen at the sea-yde (and 
I hope by this tyme are with you) do not con- 
tayne, only now I must touche what hath hapned 
synce my last of our newes of Spayne and the 
examinacyon of Desmonde and Florence. For 
Desmonde I f ynd him more dyscreet then I haue 
hard of him, and for Florence the same which I 
euer exspeoted which is a malycious vayne ffoole. 
When he came to be examyued he pryndpally 
and absolutely denyed that he had done any 
thing in the begynning, but that whidi he had 
warrantto doe from the commissionersin Munster 
tyll he had recouered his contrye and that for the 
combynacyon with Spanyards it should neuer 
be proued* especially that particular concerning 
his writing to the Pox>e when Tyrone was in 
Monster or at any tyme-. In which poynt James 
McThomas being confronted with him dyd not 
directly mayntayne it that he had seen his 
hand, but that he was privy to their con- 
sultacyon and that O'Kegan when he came 
for his hand told him Florence should ioyne to ; 
mayntayning it there resolutely that whether he 
wrytt or no he was present at all the counsells 
and gave his full consent. He lyketryse con* 
testeth agaynst the report of any message he 
should send by the White Knight's daughter and 
for the disswading of Thomas Oge pretendeth 
that you were not discontented with it, because 
vou could haue ben content it should haue ben 
his act. To be short he makes it very mery- 
torious to haue delyuered Tyrone's packetts to 
you, and I perceaue will draw in all his crymes 
so farre within the reache of his pardon, as wee 
must only make nim a prysoner by dyscretion 
and prayse you for your dyscretion to put it 
within our i>ower and so hath the Queen willed 
me to wryte unto you. Of the Spaniards pur- 
poses I iuterrogated them." &c. &c. &c. &c. 
{Carew MSS., vol. 604.) 

(For further notices of Florence Mao 
Carbhy, see " Pacata Hibernia,'* the Hamilton 
and Carew State Papers, .and the apology for 
him, written by Mr. Daniel Mac Carthy, en- 
titled, *' The Life and Letters of Florence Mae 
Carthy-Reagh."— London, 1867.) 
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** This Earl to his floarishing state of life, was a person indeed to be dreaded by the 
Queen's ministry in Ireland, if it be true, as some authors affirm it, that scarce any Earl 
of Deflnond besides was as powerftill as he ; for it is related by tome for certain troth that 
he had eight thousand men of his own, well armed and payed, nnder his command, to' 
senre ag^ her Ma^x, and shoald we give credit to the traditional acc^ of his might, 
kept op among the Irish to the very day, we would be indoced to believe, that the forces 
which he kept in his own pay were not lexs than ten thousand, which seems to be con- 
firmed by a letter,* whereof the following is a transcript (See note at foot The Letter 
referred to has not been copied by the author of the Cotter MS.) : — 

^ Nay, says the author (from whose works I have transcribed this letter), so moch was 
he feared that there was not a man of acc^ in all Munster to whom the Lord President 
did not apply, with promise of a great reward, to such as would undertake to bring bim 
in either dead or alive ; & soe assiduous was he to bring it to pass, that at length the Lord 
Barry went in pursuit of him, and understanding that he was harboured by one Dermot 
0*Dugane, a man whose profession it was to play upon the harp, he took the command of 
one hundred men in the Queen's pay, in order to apprehend him ; Sc directed his march 
to a place called 6arryduff,t where Dugan resided. 

** When he came near that man's house, he perceived some people enter a wood, which 
snrronnded the same, & thereupon ordered his men to follow them. 

" In this place was the Earl, accompanied only by his landlord and two other persons 
of the name of Baldwin, just ready to go to supper ; but before they were seated, by good 
fortune they saw that the Lord Barry with his party were advancing towards them, and as 
th^ well judged that their design was upon the Earl, they left the meat untouched upon 
the table and made their escape ; and were scarce got out, when the soldiers entered and 
there only found the provisions left by the fugetives, and a cloak which some of them knew 
to be the Earl's, who was by that time out of danger ; and to cover his retreat the better, . 
Doggan and the Baldwins immediately appeared with the lapwings poUicy, moveing 
from place to place, to the end that the pursuit would be made upon themselves, and by 
that means give the Earl a full & secure opportunity of getting quite out of their way. 
This had its desired effect, for the soldiers imagineing that the Earl was one of the three 
which they saw make off last, never ceased porsueing them, 'till they got into Clan- 
gibbon, where being out of all hopes of finding him they returned to Barrys Court. 

*'jknd now the Lord Barry sormiseing that the Sugan Earl was usually protected 
by the White Knight (for that it might be reasonably supposed, if he were not already 
secure of the Knight's friendship, he could not expect to be sheltered in a country belong- 
ing to him), made a remonstrance thereof to the Lord President, and how the Earl 
made his escape, adding withal (as he had a grudge of a long standing to the White 
Knight) if his men hud assisted the soldiers under his command, he could not possibly 
get off as he did. 

** The Lord President conceiving this aggravation of the Lord Barry's to be very 
suitable to the character of the White Knight, readily believed it to be true, & sent for 
the knight, and reprehending him very severely for his negligence in an affaire of such 
importance, threatened him that he would bring him to a strict & bitter ac^ for it, 
adding that as he stood engaged for the good behaviour of his Tenn^ & followers, he 
should for this default be made answerable at the peril of his life & lands. 

'* The White Knight, greatly nettled at these and the like rebukes, suspended his passion 
for the present, and intreated the Lord President to have patience with him for a few days ; 
and swore by his sowle, that if the Earl was then within the precincts of his estate, or would 
for the future attempt to enter the same, he would give his LordPP a satisfactory acc^ of 
him, either dead or alive ; after which being rendered very uneasy from the many reprooGi 
given him on this occasion, he went directly to Sir George Thornton's, & in great dudgeon 
recounted the ill treatment which he had from him, & in a vehement passion took his cor- 
poral oath upon a book, that he would not cease to employ his endeavours to effect what he 

* The letter here referred to seons to be the the plaoe here referred to is most Ukdy 

commanioation addressed to the King of Spain Oarryduff, in the parish of Clonmult, barony 

by the Sugan Earl of Desmond, dated 14 March, of Kizmataloon, county Cktrk, whioh lies on 

1599, and printed in ** Pacata Hibemia,'* book the route from the White Knighf s conntoy 

ii., diap. 8. to Barry soourt, in the barony of Barrymore, 

t There are sereral places named Oarryduff Lord Barry's then residence, 
in the counties of Cork and Limerick ; but 
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Viid already promised the L^ President ; and sayd it was a hard case, that he who had been 
« faithful subject to the Queen for a long time past, should be suspected of such a mis- 
demeanour. 

" From Sir George Thornton's he went to his own house where he began with great 
indignation & coiicearn, to make the like moane to some of his trusty followers, and to help 
him out of the danger he was in declared in their presence that he would give fifty pounds 
in cash, and the free inheritance of one ploughland for ever, to the p*H* who would first bricig 
him word where James the Sugan Earl was, so as he may be secured; hereupon one who 
iiad a more tender rtgard for the knight's welfare than the rest,!; takeing compassion of the 
anxiety he was in, asked him if indeed he would lay hands upon him, in case he brought 
him where that Earl was, to which tke knight answered it, and confirmed it with a fresh 
oath that he would ; then follow me says the man, and I will undertake to show you where 
he is. 

'* The knight was glad of this, & accompanied by Bedmomd Bonrk of Muskerr}'quirk 
in the county of Tipperary (thendistingaislied by the title of the Lord of Gappagh), and by 
«ix or seven persoas more, on the 29th day of May, 1601, followed their guide, 'till they 
•came to the mouth of a cave lying in tlie knight's coantry of Cian-GI-ibb(»a, on the south 
side of the mountain nalned Slevegrot,* well known 4»y the Irish appelation of Ua na 
Qttereagh glcuse^i' i.e., the gray sheep's grave ; but ever since called Desmond's Cave ; this 



* Sievegrot. The extensive mountain range 
at present known as the *' Galtees " ('Or the 
^* Qualtie," as the name k written in Petty*8 
Map), was anciently koawn as Crotta-ClifKht 
or SliabhmCrot. Although these old names 
bave given place to the comparatively modem 
one of the " Oaltees,** or " Qualtie," they have 
not altogether disappeared, inasmuch as they are 
represented by ** Mount-Qrod,*' the name* of a 
idll at the eastern spur of the range, in the 
parish of Killardng, county Tipperary ; at the 
foot of which is the Castle of Uun-Grot, built 
on the site of an andent fort, and which is sup* 
posed to have been the residence of an «.u(»ent 
king of Munster. (See Ordnaaoe Map of 
Lwsericir. OMiaty, isheet 50). 

Irish etymoiogiats have occupied theiMelves 
with ttie meaning of th« name Crotta-diach, to 
«xplain which they have invented a story in 
the Dindsenchus style. This story,which is 
ffiven from the Leabhnr Breact in O*0sirry*a 
Leeturet, &fi., pp. 426, 632, represents the name 
AS derived from a harper named Clioch (a 
Tuatha-de«Daaaan), who ^yed on two harps 
{Cruit) at the «ame tame. Bewg in love with 
the daughter of a f ktry chieftain who resided on 
JSidh-ArftmkigitiSliadk seeoos-to have taken up 
his position on the top of the *' Oualtie " moun- 
tains, where he continued to play until a lake 
twoke ierth and submerged the minstrel and his 
iastruments. This lake was afterwards known, 
among other names, by thai of £oc& Crotta 
Cliadk, or the "Lake of Cliadx'a Barus," and 
the mountain range as CroiUt Cliach^ or 
«Cliach*s Harps,*' 

But this IS all mmance, for the word 
Cliaehf explained as a man's name in the 
story, is really the genitive form of Cftu, the 
ancient name of a territory comprising ^he 
present barony of Goshlea, county Limenck. 
and some adjacent lands. The prop» form of 
the name Coshlea, it may also be observed, is 
dnS'tt^tsleibhtt signifying ad pedem motUitf as 
lying along the western base of 3tiabJk-^oL ; 

The extent of this territory of Cfm, or Cliu- 
Mail-mic-Ugaine <the "Clin of Mai son- of 
Ugaine") is easily ascertained; for the Pour 
Masters, under the ^ear 1579, refrr to the ford 
of Bel-atAn-nan-Deite (now Athneasy, in the 
panrii of the same name, near the village of 
Jilton, in the barony of Coshlea, about four 



miles to the east of Kilmallock), as in the very 
centre of the district. 

Many jdaees of note in the east of the present 
eoimty of Linierick were distinguished by the 
addition of Cltach^ such as Aine-Cliaeht or 
** Aine of Cliu " (now Knockany), and 
Aradha'Cliank, or ^Aradha of Cliu," now 
probably represented by tile barony of Small 
County. 

Crotta-Cliaohf therefore, ooulcl not mean 
*' Clinch's Harps," but the Crotta of Clht. What 
Crotta means may be matter of dispute (there 
axe many places in Ireland called Crott, C^tta, 
Crottee) ; but there can be no question of the 
fact that the Oualtie mouatains were anciently 
known by the names of Crotta Cliachj «na 
Sliabh-Crot. This was not CDonovan's opinion 
when he edited the AntiaU <tfthe Four Master* ; 
but he came at last to the conclusion here 
stated. See his note (753) to O^Huidhrin'i 
" Topog. Poem,' where ne says, speaking of 
Otofta CiiadLt ** this was the ancient name 
of th^ Galtee mountains.** 

f Ua na Qwermgh glaite (recte, uaimh na 
earach glaisey signifies, as above stated, the 
" Cave of the gray dieep:" a name that owes 
its origin to an old l^end still vsmembered by 
some of the Iriah-speudng people in the neigh- 
bourhood, according to which the cave was the 
retreat of certain magical sheep of a peculiar 
gray colour, capable of working deeds of en- 
chantment, like tiie famous sheep that played 
such a striking part in the old romantic tale 
called the '* Siege of Drom-Damhgsire*' (now 
Knocklong, at the Limerick side of Sliabh-crot). 
See <y Curry* 9 MSS. Materials, p. 271. . 

The identification of the cave in which the 
8ugan'E\t\ of Desmond was apprehended has 
long occupied the attention of local antiouanes. 

The historian of the county of Cone, Dr. 
Smitti, in n>eaking of the Barony of Condons 
and Clangibbon, says. '* It was in a part of Clan- 
fi^boa, m the wood of Sleive-gort (sic), that 
the White Knight, towards the end of queen 
Elizabeth's reign, took the sugan Earl of Des- 
mond prisoner ; for which tibe queen gave hiih 
a thouaand pounds." Vol. i., p. 352. 

The author of the Cotter MS. states, as we 
have seen, that the cave was situated on the 
south side of Sliabh-Crot. The writer of 
•* Pacata Hibemia** has the following observa- 
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plfteeii very deep and difficult of acceaa, for the entrance thereto is very narrow ; and here 
the Earl concealed himselff attended only by one Tbo*' O'ffeigh, his foster brother. 

" The White Knight being well assnrtd that the Sugan Earl was then actually there, 
cafne to the cave's mouth, and called to him to come out, i, surrender himself prisoner ; but 
that unhappy man, still presuming too much upon his quality, appeared & commanded 
Bourk as he tendered the welfare of his country, and of the Ciuholick religion, to seaze 
upon the White Knight; and now the saying, * no longer pipe, no longer dance,' was truly 
verified ; the wheel of fortune turned ; so that instead of being ol>eyed as acpustomed, Bourk 
and the rest of the knight's retinue seased upon the EUtrl and his foi^ter brother, with drawn 
swords, & disarmed them, after which they were tied, & delivered to the White Knight, 
who from hence had them conveyed to his caatle of Kilbenhy,* which was not farr off; from 



tioQS on the subject ; but they do not help to 
fix the site : — 

** The White Knight with six or seven 

more (whereof Redmond Burke of Muskry- 
quirk was one) presently upon the nine and 
twentyeth of May tooke horse, and were guided 
to a Gave in the Monntaine <rf Slewgori, which 
had but a narrow mouth, yet deepe in the 
ground, where the Caytiffe Earle (accompanied 
ooely with one of his foster brothers called 
TJuniiUM O^hegie) was then lurking. The White 
Kjxifpxi called Jatnet /t* Thomas requiring him 
to come oat and render himielfe ms prisoner. 
But contrariwise hee presuming upon the great- 
nes of his quality, oomming to the CsTe's mouth 
required Uedmond Burke and the rest to lay 
hands upon the Knight (for both hee and they 
were his naturall FoUowers), but the wheeW of 
his fortuue being turned, with their swords 
drawen they entred the Cave, and without 
resistance disarmmg him and his foster Brother, 
they delivered them bound to the White Knight, 
who caried him to his castle of Kilvenny, and 
presently dispatched a messenger to Sir George 
Thot nlojiy to nrav him to send some of the Garri- 
son of Kilmallopk to take charge of him, which 
employment was committed to the care of Capt. 
Froneit Slingsbj/, vho marchii>g with his com- 
pany to Kilvenny, had the pruoiisr delivered 
unto him, and from thence with as much expedi- 
tion as might bee, the White Knight, Sir George 
Tkt rnton. and Capt. Slingsby brought them unto 
the Ftesident. then residing atShandon Castle 
adjoining to Coik. But how the White Knieht 
performed his piomise to his servant it may bee 
doubted, though he had one thousand pound 
given him fhmi her Majestic for the service.*' — 
Dublin £d., 1810, op. 241-2. 

According to the tradition existing in thii 
locality, to which great weight must certainly 
be allowed, tjie cave in which the Earl of Des- 
mond was captured, and which for centuries, as 
mentioned in the Cotter MB., was known as 
Desmond's Cave, i^ a remarkable cave in a round 
hill, in the townlaud of Coolagarranroe, parish 
of Templetenny,, barony of Iffa and Ofla West, 
(a Tii^peranr. This place, which adjoins the 
townland or Bkeheenaranky (or the " little 
bush ot the dancing**), a name brought rather 
prominently before the public two years a^o in 
connection with ax* agrarian outrage committed 
near Mitchelstown, is about six Irish miles from 
the latter town, and about the same distance 
from Clogheen, and close to the old road from 
Buriicourt to KilbeLcnny. It is some four Irifh 
miles from Kilbehenny Castle, to which the Earl 
of Desmond was brought hy his captor. 

Within quarter of a mile from Desmond's 
cave is the now well-known cave, generally 
called the Mitchelstown Cave, and wnich was 
accidentally discovered in 1833. 



Desmond's Cave is in every respect similar to 
the latter, and consists of numerous natural 
vaulted passages and areas of varied helffhts and 
widths, and extending for unexplored distances 
into the mountain limestone formation, of which 
the entire district is formed. 

The entrance to the old, or Desmond's Cave 
is very narrow, being only two ISset wide (but it 
is some fifteen high), from which there is a 
perpendicular descent of about fifteen feet, 
down which one goes by means of aladuer ; after 
reaching the bottom of which there is a further 
very steep declivity of some hundred feet in 
length to be scrambled down before reaching 
the irregular rocky floor of the cave. 

The tradition of the capture here of the Sugan 
Earl by the White Knight has been well pre- 
served In the district. 

• Kilbenhy. Kilbeheny Castle wssa strong 
pile. It was taken by Cromwell in 1649. about 
the time that Ardfinnan Castle was taken by 
Iroton. The capture of both castles was re- 
ported by Cromwell to the Speaker. 

Cromwell to (Speaker) Lenfhal. Castletown, 
1 Feb., 1649-50. 

*' Our resolution was to fall into the enemy's 

Suarters two ways. The one party being about 
fteen or sixteen troops of horse and dragoons, 
and about two thousand foot, were ordered to go 
u^ by the way of Carrick,'into the county of 
Kilkenny under the command Of Col. Beynolda ; 
whom Major General Ireton was to follow with 
a reserve. I myself was to go by the way of 
Mallow, over the Blackwater, towuds the county 
of Limerick and the county of Tipperary, with 
about twelve troops of horse, and three troops 
of dragoons, and between two and three hundred 
foot. 

*' I began my march upon Tuesday the nine- 
and-twentieth of January, from Youghal ; and 
upon Thursday the one-and-lhirtieui, I pos- 
sessed a castle called Kilbenny (Ktlbeheny), 
upon the edge of the county of Limerick, where 
1 left thiriy foot. From thence I marched to a 
strong house belonging to Sir Richard Everard 
(called Clogheen), who is one of the Supreme 
Council ; where I left a troop of horse and some 
dragoons. From thence I marched to Roghill 
Castle, which was posseraed by some Ulster lOot, 
and a party of the enemy's horse ; which upon 
summons (I having taken the captain of horM 
prisoner before), was rendered to me. 

"ITiese places being thus possessed gave iis 
much command (togetiier with some other holds 
we have) of the White-Knight's and Roche's 
country- ; and of all the land from Mallow to the 
Suir-side ;— especially by 'help of* another 
castle called Old Castletown, which since my 
march • was' taken by my Lord of BroghiL' " 
&c. &c &c. &c. 
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thli pl<n h« Hnt in eipreia to S' George Thornton, to let hfm bnoir [hat he had gnt the 
Rirl into hii custody &t Inst, and to duire ha would immediately aend ■ guard lo tsica him in 
cliargr, wliicli waaaccordi igly dons, under the oommand of C*p"> Francis Slingabie, who 
vent & recaived the prisoner, t uniler this gantleiiian's conduct ha was tranamitted 
to the Citlj or Corks, attended alxw by the Whits Knight, until! be wia delivered to the L»rd 
Prtddent, then resideing at Shandon Caatle; which was noa aooner done, than tlie liuight 
addressing tint great man npan this occaalon, told him ' Iha Earl ia now y' prisoner, liiia 
house it your own, and take cars of it.' " 



Thesn 






I conduct in 



LI1 in hu 



Ida thua to apeak ofthe reward given to the White Knight for hU 
neclion with the capture and betrayal of the Eari, and uT the reawns 
iling the unfortunate nobleman to asrtb, in a vain effort to palliala 
• Httsch to the White knigbt'a ' 



the infamy thai 
e sampled perfidy. 

" It iesay'd the White Knight for thla service receiTed the reward of one ihaiuHnd 
pnunda from iier Ma>l*— & here as we are morally adrisad, that we ought to do good for 
aviil, It ia lo be preiiumed there are some who as yet were attached to the memory of the 
Siigan ICarl, than will give tbemaelTes leasure to consult reason, that will not stick to 
charge the knt. with a cruell & inhuman brench of that maiim, by what was transacted 
hy hlin in thia case. But if we conaider how great an aspersion It was upon hitn to be 
charged with di.4oyalty when he profeiaed himselfe to be & beliared a. failhFul subject tar 
■everal years; when weredect upon tiie seFeritj of kie treatment when he wiia forced tt> 
lackey it on foot & in hand]ach.v to alland the pleasure of O'Xeil and this very Earl ; when 
wer^ect upon his being in this wise detained a prismier by them fur the space of three 
mnntha, because he would nut jahi in their canfuderacy against the Queen, & that even 
after this tedious conftiiemeul Uiey would net release him, 'till he paid tbem a ransom of 
two Imndred pounds >tg. I Bay If we consider all this, & what he autltrred by hit lung 
absence from home, whilal ilie Rarl of Ormund takiii^t advantage ihereuF, with hia forces 
made havoc of his country, in burning, ruining & destroying ihe same fur tlw must part, it 
must be allowed that lie had but little reason to aliew him either favour or atTecltim if ever 
it lay in hia power lo do so; for certainly the lueses he sustained through hit means ware ■ 
ail great ftsu many, uB could net anSciently be n-paired ; not to as; more oflhe indignities 
offered to Ills persuo, Mbivh was of that nature tliai flesli and blood could never forget ; & 



Wherefore, ou Haturdaj in the eVeuiuK, he 

flonan; wlkare wsASDrtdge, and at thafout of it 
a atnng caatle. Whiah he. about four o'clock 
the nut moTDLag attempted ; — kiiT^ about 
thirteen of the enarc^'s nutguord ; lost bat two 
men, and tight or tea wounded ; tJie enemj 
yteldedllie ptaosto htm, and we are posBBsed 

or other thinge from Youglia] bj water, and 

(Oomwell's Letten and Speeches, by. T. 
(Jatlyla. Ltnaon: 1848. 11. 142-7.) 

Of the ajioientlilatory of Kilbehcny verj little 
isksDwn. The name is written CoiU-beithne 

Che "Birch wood") in the Annals of tbe Four 
asters, under i.o. liOi, in an enuy announc- 
ini the death ol Donogh O'Brien, of which the 
fvflowing ia a translation :~ 
■■ Donogh O'Brien died. He wss the wn of 



lis Donongh wss thafoun 



■ait^l 
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lach as contrar}' to nil morals, inir«t by forc« of nature break out with violence wtien 
opportunity served, fur the resentments (if a man so tenatiotis of bis Right, & emulous of 
his )K>uour as he was. 

** I cannot thiiilc, however, that the knight was posaeseed with such a spirHof revenge, aa 
to be any way solicitous aboot the apprehension of tlik Earl, or that be was deairous of 
having the Inst band in it himself, were it not for the menaces of the Lord President, siuee 
it WM the opinion of the people of those time;* that he would not make such strict search for 
him as he did at lost, had it not been for that reason ; for that, without d<>ubt, if he hail 
endeavoured fur a long time before to have taken him, be might easily have eflected it & 
much sooner than he did." (9ee the WhiU Knight's own account of the apprehension of 
the Earl of Desmond,* in his letter to Carew, dated 29tb of Kay, 1601. priated in Part II, 
Otrald, Docum,t p. 156.) 

The capture of the Sugan Earl was retrarded l)y Carew as pirttingan end to the tronblea 
in Munster. Anxious to retire from his hitherto arduous itoslfion, and to bask in the pre- 
tence of Royalty, be writes to the Queen on the same day that he conveyed to Cecyli the 

ntiws of Desinond't apnreliension : — 

• * ♦ • • ♦ # 



to the very foandHtioiis, ezcci>tiDg a small frag- 
ment of the south wall. 

** This ffistle measured on the inside 24 feet 
in 1 >ngth and 18 feet in breadth, and ooiMMted 
of five ttorics. Its walls are about 00 Jbet higb 
and 4 ft. 6 in. thick." 

(Orthinnee Ifttrcetj Letters, Co. Limcriekjhi 
Royal Iridh Acadvmv,) 

Tbe plat* fauing thiit page gives a view of the 
reaiainB of the castle, a id, by the fall of the 
north-west half, a good section of its oon- 
stmction is shown. Tbe lower story was vaulted, 
and above that were three floors ; at eno of the 
two remaining angles still remain a double 
look-out slit, one ope of which is represented 
in tlie accompanying woodcnt. No remains 
of bawu or oatwevks are apparent, but doubt- 
less there wer9 such in existence round the tall 
keep when the Sagan Earl was brought there 
a prisoner, as se«n SPtiil rovnd many similiar 
castles. Kilb^eny seems to have been one of 
the Ifbite Knight's chief residences, and here 
he died. The date of the keep is of tlie fifteenth 
century, towards its siose* 

• The fate of the 9ngan Earl Involved 
the eatinetioii of the title of Earl of Desmond, 
which had beea borne fur nearly 80O years by 
the heads of the tk>utheni Geraldines. Like 
many of the old Irish Titles extinguished by the 
attainder of the Irish nobility, but revived in 
favour of Engliah and Sootdi favourites, the 
Title of Earl of Dcsmonil was also revived in 
1618, in favour of 8ir Richard Preston, Lord 
Dingwall, under the circumstaiiccs related in the 
following letter from Mr. John M»Kenne to Mr. 
Abraham Fitzgibbon >— 
'*Dear Sir. 

** You are awaie, that Jaaies 9ib Earl of 
Ormond married Joan d9ughter and heiress of 
James lUh Eiirl of Desmond^- and their son 
Thomas lOih E trl of Ormond married a daughter 
of Lord Bhetlield, and had only a daughter and 
heiress, Btitabeth, who was married to Theobald 
Butler, tlie Heir Male of the Ormmid Family, 
who was created by King James, Viscount 
Butler of Tulleophelim. 

** This marriage was dissolved by tbe death of 
tl»e Viscount iu 1613, w ithout issue. 

*' Robert Freston of Haltrie hiid been one of 
King JamcM* HouNehold before His ucccbsion to 
the Ei»gli«b throne, and had accompanied hih 



Master to &igland, and appeara to have stood 
high in his ffivor. 

*' His daughter Elisabeth being likely to suo-- 
cecd to the Osmond Estates^e Duke of Budcing' 
karo (the King's Favourite) seems to have 
thought she would be a ^ood match for hia 
Kephew, George Fielding fhis sistei's son},— and 
this appears to have been got arranged, whein sh* 
was oaly about 7 years of age. 

"With the view of carrying this matolr 
through, a Patent was granted 22iid Nov , 1623, 
creating' Qeorge Fielding d» nretenti a Peer of 
Ireland by the titles of Lord Fieiding of Leos^. 
and Viscount of Oallan, — and Earl of Desmond 
on the death of Richard Earl of Desmond with- 
out Heirs Male of his Body, it being dedareA 
tkat he should be entitled to aasvme th» EarK 
ck>m immediately en the death of £>a'l Richard. 

*'The Patent was granted on the ground of 
the intended marriage. 

•*£arl Richard's wife died in 1628,— and ha 
was drowned in his passage between the two 
kingdoms near Holyhead, in the same year. 

**0n his death, George Fielding viscount 
Oallan, his intended son In ktw, becune Eari of 
Desawmd. 

" In 1609, Preston waa created a Scottish Peer 
by the Title of Lord Dingwall, to him and bia 
heirs general, and he got at the same time a 
grant of various Lands in Ross-shire. 

" The Duwager Vicountess of Tiilleophdins 
having claimed the Ormond's Estates in opposi- 
tion to the Heir Male, who bad succeeded to tha 
Earldom, &, her claim being supoorted by the 
King, she iKas a great match,— ana the King be- 
stowed her in ninrriage upon Lord Dingw^ soon 
after her husband's death, and Bluaheth, the 
only issue of her second marriage was bom on 
25 July,16ri. 

*' Tlie com:)etition for the Onnond Estates led 
to lo»g litigation, but the King put Lord Ding- 
wall and his wife in possession of nearly the 
whole of them in 1618. 

'• Prior to 81st July, 1621, [on 24th July. 
1619]. Richard Lord Dingwall, on the ground 
of the descent to his wife, SUisabeth Butler firom 
Ijady Joan Fitsgerald, her Grandmother, waa 
crested Earl of Desmond in Ireland to hhn and 
the Hein Male of hia Body. 

" After the Duke of Buckingham's murder in 
1128, the then Earl of Oriuoml had sufficient 
influence with Oharles lit to got tiie intended 
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^* Since my tinro of banishment in this rebeUions kingdom (for better than a banlshiheni 
I cannot esteem any fortune that deprives me from beholding your Majesty's person), al- 
though I haue not done as much as I desire in the charge I undergo, yet, to make it appear 
that I haue not been idle (I thank God for it) I have now at length (by means of the White 
Knight) gotten into my hands the body of James Fitz Thomas, that archtraitor and usurp- 
ing Earj, whom for a present, with the best conveniency and safety I may find, I will liy 
m>me trusty gentleman send unto j^our Majesty, whereby I hope this province is made sure 
from any present defection.'^ • ♦ * ♦ (Cork, 3 June, 1601.) 

The reward was not long in comings although Oarew was not able to pay the entire sum, 
£1,000, without borrowing, owing to the poverty of the Exchequer. But as theWhite Knight 
was probably importunate for his fee, the Lord President had to raise the money on his own 
credit. The success of the project undertaken by tha White Knight seems to have encour-^ 
agedOurew into undertaking similar proceedings in other directions,. as we learn from hit 
correspondence with- the aothorities in England. 

Sir O. Carew to CecyU> Cork, 18 June, 1601. 

** I am promised for lOQii to gett Bishoppe Craglie, and for the like some the Knight 
of the Valley, ere itt be longe 1 hope to send you the one or bothe : likewise 1 am profered 
for muuey to have M^ Williams head in Connaglit ; but beiiige out of my goverment I 
kuow nott how to deals in itt : iiere is no money, 1 besecheyour honnour to mediatt for 
itt : so liumblye rest your honnours ever more huniblye to serve you. 

GsoBOB Carbw.'^ 

And he adds in a postcript :— 

*^Now willbea good time for Nicolas Browne to come into Desmond, and he willbea 
gooii pay in that wyllde countrye, whether he have a chardge or no, for those parts are 
very quiett : / have payed the White Knight 400^i, w<^k uppon my credditt I procured.'* 

The President of Munster was hard up for money to pay the miscreants who were ready 
to betray their leaders,, friends, and kindred for proHt. The Privy Council of England 
were anxious to supply the funds required for the detestable duty, but the Treasury was 
rather low in the end of Elizabeth's leign, owing to the incessant drain caused for mauy 
years by the wars in Munster. The Queen, however, was ready to reward the White 
Knight with honours as well as more solid gifts, and deigned to take notice of his younger 
son John, the same who had been surrendered as a hostage to O'Neill by his father. 

Sir H. CecyU to Carew, 29 June, 1601. 

** Sir Gkokoe, 

**The dispatche which Patricke Crosbie brought hath not a littkraysed your 
reputacyon for 1 kuoW not how by force or counsell more could have ben performed, which 
are Her Majesty's own words. Where you have determined to i>end him (Desmond) over aliv« 
Her Majestic allowethe well of your judgement, but especyally in that you ingaged the Pro* 
vynce in his eondemnacion before. Synce I haue receved a lettre from you of your appre- 
bendinge of Florence in whose case I pray you spare not sending over of any proofes you 



marriage of Geoige Fielding (Earl of Desmondl. 
and Lady Elisabeth Preston (Baroness Dingwall) 



"The Earldom of Desmond is now conjoined, 
with that of Denbigh, although the proposed 
broken off,— and on 8lta September, 1629, a Qrant oonneoti<m, in expectation of ^diieh it was 
of her Wardship was made by the King to the granted, never took plaee, — and the present 
Earl of Ormond with the view of her marriage holder ha^ no kii%»hip to the Fitsgerakls. 
at Christmas, 1629, to his grandson James Vis-^ ** I am, 

count of Thurles (afterwards Isl Duke of Or- ** Dear sir, 

mond), and it took place, when the young Lady ** Yrs truly, 

had only attained the age of Fourteen. **,<0}i^N W. MoKknzik.*' 

**Tiie present Earl Cowper claimed & was ad- A. Fitzoibbon, Esq. 

Iudged by the House of FeerSj the Title of Lord &c. &o. ka. 

)ingwall, Hs the Heir General of that marriage. 
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can, for although Her MMJ«stie is not lykelie to proceed yygorouslief yet she aocountn yt 
an excellent pletlge to haue him safelia aent hither. For the other poynts which Jained 
McThomas offreth I need wryte no cyrcamstiiuces but thli ihortly, that Her Majesty will 
not yet give you warrant to assure him lyefe whom you haue in your kopinge, thoughe [ 
haue acquainte<l her with the condycous, but I am not desperate (with a little tyme) to 
induce her Majesty to the same &c I have sent you herewithall a lettre to the White 
Knight from my Lords ; and Her Majeetie hath taken notyce of his sornie, that is here 
with my Lo. of Thomond, and hath lette him kisse her handes with very gracious usage. 
For the iiii buudred poundes which you haue payed to the Whit knight, there wtl be ord ir 
given the ihreasurer that there shal be so muche sent over for you. I would to G-od 1206 
[Thomond ?] were once from hence for no man that lyues can tell what he would haue, but 
his wholle dry ft was to be governor of Connaught, &c. &c." — CarewMSS,. vol., 604. 

Carew's gratitude to the White Knight was further illustrated soon after, by his recom- 
mendation to Cecil and the Privy Council, in favour of the Knight's younger son, John 
FitzGibbun, whom his father wished to be attached to Cecil as a sort of equerry. 

Sir George Carewe to Ceci/U. (From Cork, August 9, 1601.) 

*' Kight Honorable. I shall not neede herein to treble your Ho : w^^ the particulert 
of that wol> I desire you shold understand in the fauor and behalfe uf Edmond Fz' Gibbon 
«alled the Wliite Knight, because at lardge I have written the same to their lis : by tliis 
bearer John Nashe his servaunt, and do humbly crave pardon to refer your Ho : for notice 
thereunto: But in respect tlie gent doth wholly betake himself to a dependency upon 
3*ou and desires onely to be supported by yo' countenance, I do humbly besech you to 
admitt him the favo' thereof and to be pleased to give such honourable furtherance to his 
reasonable causes, as the gent may fynd himself regarded, and be anymated to hold on in 
the dutifull course hee hath embraced ; Besides vi^^ as a particuW sute to yo>^ Ho: be 
hath besought me to move you that you wold be pleased te accept of his sonnes service now 
there, named John Fz Gibboir, and to give him leave a? yoi" servaunt to attend and follows 
y€^ Ho : by w<}^ yo^ chardge shalbe nothing encreased, for that his father will see him 
mentayned in the state and condicion of a gent, and therefore do also humbly crave that 
yo> * ho : will receave him, and at my sute yield such faVo' to his fathers causes as 
yoT grave iudgment shall thincke meete. for woi* I will acknowledge most humble thanks :. 
And 80 leaving him herein to yo' ho^^e consideracon and regard, t do remayne 
** Tor ho : euermore most humbly bounds to serve you, 

Gkorge Cakew.*' 

The following is the letter to the Lords of the Privy Council, referred lo in the fore- 
going communication : — 

Sir George Carewe to the Privy Council (From Cork, Aug. 9, 1601.) 
** It may please yo' Us : Though I am unwitlingly moved (and have hitherto much 
restrayned myself) to become a sutor to yor lU : in the fauo^ of any hence, yet for many 
good reasons w^^ iustly occasion me to give Edmond Fz Gibbon called the White Knight 
my best furtheraunce to his content, I most humbly crave pardon to express to y' lis: his 
meritts: for as he was the first of any gentleman of qualytie that after my coming to this 
Gouernem^ submitted himself to her Ma^^ grace and mercy, and ever since hath demeaned 
and approved himaelf as a loyall, and dutifull subiect, and by his example many more 
weare the rather induced to imbrace the benefitt thereof; so hath he from tyme to tyme 
furthered the service, both by Intelligences and other wayes, as did not onely much 
advaunce the same,butgave me assuraunce of his obedient disposicion, wo r this to be employed 
and trusted : besides w^^ to confirms that his desire and endeavors have bin directed to 
good purpose, and his intention honest, according the apparance, he hath so well approved 
y t by his late service in apprehending of James Fz Thomas the Archtreator of this province, 
as I can not sufficiently declare his comendacion ; but in that point leave him to be censured 
by yo' Us : The gent hath much importuned me for lycense to have repaired himself to 
yo^ Us : but because I fynde great use of his personal! attendaunce heare, chiefly in this 
tyme wnen wee daylie expect the cominge of Spaniards, I have deferred him antill I 
see further what wUbe the event of this bruits ; and being confident that he wUl contynue 
in the loyall course he hath enterteyned, I do most humbly besech yo^ Us: for the better 
encoradging of him therin, to vouchsafe such favo' and good allowaunce to his reasonable 
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causes, as he may perceaue bis endeuo" are regarded and may seame meete in yo' Us: 
M^isdomes to be yielded bim, wheninto yf yo^ wilbe pleased at my humble sute to give liim 
further countenaunce, I will present uuto yo' lis : for the same my most humble thancke:^. 
And so leaving him to yo>^ honourable consideracions. as one whom I wish much good 
unto, I evermore remayne 

*' To' Us. most humbly ready to be commaunded 

Georgb Carsw.*' 

• 

The White Knight followed soon after with a petition to the Queen, couched in terms 
which would almoHt seem to have been dictated by Carew him(>elf. The phraseolc^^ has 
a strong similiarity to the style and form of expression of the Lord Presidents* Letters to 
the Queen and her Privy Coancil. 

*' To the Queens most excellent Ma^^. The humble peticion of Edmund Fitz Gibbon 
the Whit Knight. (Septr. 8, 1601.) 

"Declaring that as well in the rebeUion of Garrot late Erie of Desmond, as in the tyme 
of Sf Tho. Norreys late Ti. President, Yo' Supl't hath don yo' Maix very good and 
acceptable services, especially aboute 4 yeares past when the notorious rebells the Clan- 
shihies drew into Mounster certen Scotts and Connaght rebells w<^ were all ouerthrowen 
chieflie by yo^ supl't. 

" That in the begrinnynge of thislast rebellion, he being not able to w^stand the violence 
of the rebells (yo' Ma^ not havinge any forces to defend yo' subiects in that province) he 
was compelled to ioyne w^ them, and to run that unnaturall and disloyall course w<^ they 
did, till the nowe L. Presidents coinyng, to whom yo' suprt was the first that came in, and 
since hath from tyme to tyme to the uttermost profe of his endeavo^ laboured not onelie 
to repaier his creditte, and to n^aine yC Mats gracious favo^ and good oppinion, as by 
the L. Presidents seuerall lettres hither may appeare, but also by some notable and rare peoe 
of service to raze out of yo<'Ma^ remembrance and to remove from yo royall harte all 
thoughts and memories of form'' disloyalties, antl henceforth to be reputed, and to remayne 
a man undoubtedly unsu8))ected, he hath in manifestacion of his care and dilij^ence therein,- 
and to his noe smale travell & chardges surprised and taken the Arclitraito' James Fitz 
Tho : the late usurped Erie of Desmond and delivered him to the L. President who hath 
nowe sent him to yo' Ma^J. In consideracion wherof, as aliM) of the future services of himself . 
his soimes and followers for eu^' he most humblie l)eseecheth yo^ sacred Ma<T the better to 
inhablehim & them iherunto, to grant of yu' princelie bounty the requests beruntoannexi<d.'* 

The requests were as follows: — 

*' The humble peticions and requests of Edmund Fitz Gibbon 
alias the White Knight. 

** 1. Wliear the petitioner standeth and dwelleth in most convenient place of service and 
in danger of tlieencursionof the rebels, yf they pretend any exploite for the Province of 
Mounster, he praieth some charge of foote for his better assistance, the rather for that he is 
assured to be sliott at by the rebells before all other, for the late service by him comyttetl. 

" 2. Wheara.'' alM he holdeth most of his landes by seuerall pattents from her Ma^i« (ind 
some parte by purchase from others, he praieth that his surrender may be accepted by her 
Highnes of all his saide landes, and to rehave the same againe and his chiefs rents granted to 
him and his heires to holde from her Ma^^^ by some reasonable and easie tenure. 

**Z. Whearafi also the landes of Kinaltallone, vidz: Connehie, Aghecarren, Bally Mc- 
Symon, Ballinatten, Ballynoe and Knocknnkorny and other the landes forfeited by the 
attatndo' of James Fitz Thoiuaa, are borderinge upon the landes and possessions of the 
Petitioner, he praieth that the same may be past to him and his heires paieing such reasonable 
rent as the saide landes shalbe extendeil unto. 

** 4. Whearas al^o he and his suerties have formerlie encurred some forfeito'* of bonds and 
recognizances he praieth theremyttall therof, and of all fynes and amercem^ upon them im< 
possedand the arreradgesof the rents acrued due upon him duringe the WarrsI 

*'5. Whearas alsoheobteyned her Ma^ former Ires for restitucion of hisblotHl at the 
next Parliament, w^h hitherto was not kept; he praiethe a renovation of the saide 
lettres." — {State Papers.) 

The troubles attending the closing period of Elizabeth's life caused the White Knight's 
petition to be put aside for the time ; but 8o<m after the accessi<»n of James 1. the subject 
came again before the authorities ; a^d in 1604, a king*8 Letter was issued, directing Uie 
restoration of Edmuud Fitzlitbbun to his ancient blooii, lineage, and estate, &c. 
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*' iamei Rex 

*' The king to the Earl of DeTonshire Lieutenant. Bight truetie : Upon ooniider«tIoi^ 
had, by us and our Privy Gouncill, of the serTices done to oar late dear Sister and to us by 
Edmoiid FitzGiblion called the White Knighte, and in reiipecte of her fayour intended 
towards him, as expresaed in her letters of the 12th December, 1601 ; we require you at 
our next Parliament to give order that it be enacted, that said HUlniond, by the name of 
Bdmond Fitz John oge Gibbon, alias Gerrald, called the White £night, be rentored to his 
auncient bloud and lynage, and inhabled to make his conveyance, pedigree, clay me, by dis- 
ctnt, lineall or collateral!, from his father deceased lately attainted, and all other his aunces- 
tors, for all lands, tenements, and heriditaments, as if his owne or his father's attainder had 
never bene. And where said Edmond and his suerties have forfeited divers bond-*, recog- 
nizantres and fines, for want of apparaunces, by reason of their defections in their loyaltie; 
and where he is indebted unto us for divers arrerages of rents dureing the late warres ; our 
pleasure is that you give order that those bonds, fines, and the forfecturee thereof^ be re- 
mit te<l for ever, without release of all rents and arrerages due out of snch lands as he houldeth, 
from the beginning of the last warres in Ireland, till the S7^ of June last. 

** Moreover we are pleased to accept his surrender of all such castles, mannors, lands, 
tenements, cheife renU, and services, as he honkieth by patent, or ouglit to hare in right of 
Ills ancestors, though belonging to us by his fathers attainder or his own defectinna^ 
tttgether with such lands as he hath purchased in Mounster; and to r^^aunte same to him 
and his heires, in as ample manner as he or his predecessors have injoyed same. Tlierefori 
we aucthorise you, upon such surrender, to cause the premises soe surrendered to be re- 
graunted to said Rdmonde FItzGibboii, and his heires, in fee farme, for erer ; To hbuld 
Oukl-Castle-Towne and If itcbellstowne, in the county of Gorcke, by the same services as 
tiiey are nowe helde ; and to hould the residue of sakl lands in free and common succage, 
and no{ in capite ; reserving the former rents, and for such parcelles as are ikA yet in 
charge, snch rents as they shall be rated at. 

*' And because said Edmond hath good scope of lande, and by this our favour he is to 
receive an inlargement of his tenitories and amendment of his estate, such as may inhable 
him to live in a degre of honnor ; wee have thought meete to have him graced with the 
stile and name of the Baron of Clangibbon ; To hould to him and the heires of his Ixidie; 
which our princelie intention wee require you to conskier of at the next Parliament^ and 
acdordinge to your allowance thereof, to see the same accomplished. 

'* Westminster, Julie 7." 
{StaU Papers^ Ireland, Jas. L Pat. Roll.) 

As the first Parliament held in Ireland by James J., however, was not convened before 
1613, when the White Enight and his eldest son, Maurice, were no longer living, the pro- 
ject of ootiferring honours and rewards on the chief of Clangiblmn fdl through. But even if 
a Parliament had been held during the Whiie Knight's lifetime, the autlioritieg in Ireland 
would probably have been in no great hurry to carry out the king's commands as con- 
veyed in the foregoing Letter. In the January following tlie date of the la^t communica- 
tion, we find the White Knight writing thus to the Lord Deputy : — 

Edmund lUzOibbm the WhUe Knight to Sir Arthur Chichester. 

** Bight Honourable, my very good Lord, my duty always remembered Sec, Having 
ftmr months ago repaired to the late Lord Deputy atLexlipp, delivered his Lbrdtthip there fiis 
Majesty's gracious letter directed in my behalf, whk:h his Lordship then caused to be enroiled, 
but yet deferred to grant me a commission at that time to inquire for His Majesty such 
landn, chief rent«, services aiid hereditaments as could be found to be His Majesty's in tl.e 
right of my father or any other of my predecessors, according as the said letter iraporteth, 
by reason of the sickness then and discontinuance of the term ; as also for that tliere were 
none of His Majesty's learned counsel then at Lexlipp, but did write a letter to the Lord 
President in my behalf, and entered caveats in several offices, there expressing HIh Majesty's 
said gracious pleasure to the end that I might not be prejudiced in the meantime until bis 
Lonlship had by the advice of some His Majesty's learned counsel, this term grant {sioy, 
me that commission ; and being not able myself now to repair thitlier being i>omewhat 
sickly, I liave sent my son thither, to whom I humbly beseech your lionourable Lordsliips 
upon view <tf His JIajesty's said gracious Letter, to grant out a commission to inquire ac- 
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cording the tnte meanini; and intent thereof, leavinjs; the rest of the partieulari of the letter 
mttil mine own repair thither the next term, wherein I eftsoons implore your bonottr«i>le 
good fovour. 

'* Your honoarable Lord8h!p*8 most humble at commandment, 

Ed. Gybboit.'' 
''Boffyhvy, 26 January, 1604.'* 

{St(Ue Papers, Jas. J.; Jtussell & Prendergast'i Oalend., vol. i. p- 2^0.) 

The services rendered to the Government in the year 1601, aad the unvarying profiM- 
sions of his zeal for the interests of tlie crown of England, could not save the White Knight 
tfom the suspicion of being deficbot in his duty in 1606. 

Writing to Salisbury, after a journey into Munster in that year, Sir Joba P#vi9, 
Attorney- General, in dcdcrjbing the condition of the county of Corlc^ says, imter qlia : — 

" From t'ougfaail we went to Cork and dined by the way with the Viscount Barrie who 
at his castle, at Barriecourt, gave us civil and plentiful entertainment. When we came to 
Cork my Lord President having taken an extreme cold kept his chamber during the time of 
tSie sesnons, but the rest of the commissioners performing the service, ttiere was great 
appearance and good attendance of the principal inhabitants of the county. There were 
present with us the Lords Barrie and Roche, The Bishop of Cork, the poor Lord 
Coureey, tosrether with the principal lords of countries, as Cormock MoDermot, and other of 
the MoCarties, 0*8willivans, O'DriscoUs, and Sir John Fitz-Edmond of the Genddines ; 
only the White Knight and his son made default pretending himself to be sick, but inded 
be was obnoxious unto many challenges, and amongst other things he doubted lest he stiouM 
be charged with relieving of one Morris McGib(>on Duff, a kinsman of his own, who is new 
a wood kern and called a rebel, and so indeed it was presented unto its by tike grand inquest 
•f the county.** 

And speaking of the state of Limerick, Davis remarks : — 

*' The gaol b^ng cleared, we began to consider how we coi^tU cut off two noifi^ho^n 
thieves, or ae tboy tenn them rebels, whc with two or throe kern at their heels, did ^ofait 
t^ whole country. The one M«arice McGibbon I>offe, w^om I named befor?^ the fiO^r 
one Redmond Purcell, whom they call the Baron of Loughmouee in the county of TIpperitfle ; 
tbe former we found to be received and cheris&ed for the most part in the White Knight's 
con9tiy : the latter We onderiitood chie^ to be relieved in the country of Arra upon the 
borders of Thomond and Tipperary by Sir Tirlagh O'Brien and his sons, which Sir Tirlagh 
is brother tQ the Bisbeop of Ol^owe, natural Lord of Arra and uncle to the Eiirl of Thomond 
by bis ])(kotber*s side. We first called the White Knight and bis son whom by special com- 
mandment we sent for to Limerick and charged them with the relieving of the traitor 
lUsGibbon. They protested the contrary and vowed their uttermost endeavours to bring 
bim tojudtice^ Notwithstanding, we thought it good to commit them both, for then wa 
knew their kinsmen, ten(ints, and followers, would use all possible means to get the traitors, 
to procure the liberty of their chief lords. 

'* Howbeit the White Knight, with importunity and vows of service, did prevail so far witi» 
my Lord President that he got licence to return to his country for one month, and if in tliat 
time he performed no service upon the rebels, himself and his son should render themselves 
to my liord president to be punished or restrained as his Lordship should think meet. 
For Sir Tirlagh O'Brien and his sons, we had once resolved to take bonds of them for their 
appearance at the next sessions, because the proofs against them were not direct and 
clear ; but afterwards the Bi;diop of Killalow, his own brother, accusii^ him and his sons 
aa relievers and famUiar oompanione of fiedmond Purcell, after our departure from Limerick 
tewarda Casbell committed them prisonera to the castle of Limerick. Whereupon this 
cffioct did fdHow : Purcell, not danng to trust the inhabitants of Arra, among whom be 
was won( to lurk. eeariHg they would seek his head to redeem Sir Tirlaghe*s Uberty, mind 
to the tumty of Limsrick, whem ona Iforioe Hurley drew bim Into a castle of bis, and 
brought soma of my Lord President's soldiers upon him, who, killing one or two of his 
kern, took Purcell himself alive and brot:^ht him to the Presiderit sibca the end of our 
eirsul^ m tb«t now we hear be is executed by martial law. As for |f oriee licGibbon, 
tbe like nast needs befall htm, shortly, for there are so many snares laid to entrap him, 
that it is not possible for him to escnpe." (Statt Paper$» Inclosfire in Letter from 
Davif to Salisbury, 4 Mhv, 1606.) 

Q 
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Mutirioe Dubh FitzQ-ibbon appears to hare eladed, for some months at least, the 
'* snares hUd to entrap him " by the brutal and relentless Brounker, President of Munster, 
wno, writing to the suthorities, in SepL, 1606, states that he ** has execoted many fat 
ones for ivlieving Morrice MoGiblionand other traitors, and has refused almost £1,000 to 
rapriere them, but he says, fiat lex. The Judges,'* he adds, "are almost weary of hit 
company, seeing he disappoints their harvest" {State Papers, Ireland, Jas. I.) 

Soon after the death of the White Knight Edmond'without heirs male,* a determined 
attempt was made by some of the Scotch minions of James I. to secure his lands for one of 
their number, named Sir Fatricli Murray, one of the King's Privy Chamber. A King's 
letter was issued to the Irish Government in 1612 (dated June 2), directing a grant in 
reversion to Sir Patriclc Murray of ** the lands of the White Knight now dead, and of 
whom there is but one heir male inheritable." [Thl^ statement is not correct, as the last 
heir male, Maurice Oge, had died on the previous 80th of Apn^. See p. 124]. In Sep- 
tember following came a fresh command from the king, directing an absolute grant to be 
made to his fayourite, in the following terms : — 

** James Bex. By the king. Right trustie and welbeloved wee grete you well and 
lett you to witt that wheras in the tyme of the Raigne of our late dear Sister Queene 
Elizabeth a gentleman named Edmondf fitz Gibbon oomonly called the white knight in the 
province of Monster in that our Realme of Ireland was attainted of high treason, whereby 
all such manners castles lands ten'ts rents services and hereditamt* wherof the said white 
knight was seised in use or possesion eschested & came to our late deare Sister in right of 
her Crowne, & wheras afterwards our said late deare Sister by lettres patents under the. 
greate seale did graunt unto the said iitz Gibbon & to the heires males of bis boddie tlie 
rev'don in our Crowne of div's mannors castles lands ten'ts hereditam^ within our said 
Bealme. And wheras the white knight is nowe deade without heires males by whose death 
without yssue male the (laid mannors lands castles & hereditamt* are rev'ted & come unto 
u% wee are gratiously pleased att the humble suite of our welbeloved sevaunt Sir Patrick 
Murray knight one of the gentlemen of our Privy Chamber and in consideracon of his 
longe & faithfull service don unto us to bestowe the same on him And doe thearefore hereby 
require & authorize youe to make a graunt or graunts by lettres patents under the greate 
seals of that our Realme from us our heires and successors in due forme of lawe by the 
adyice of some of our learned councell there unto the said Sir Patrick Murray his heires 
it assignee for ev' in flee farme without fine, of all such mannors castles lands tenements 
rents services rectories tithes and hereditaments with all the rights members & app'ten' 
whatsoev' wherof the said white knight was seized of sny Estate of inheritance in use or 
possession att the tyme of bin attainder beinge not form'ly mencioned to be graunted by 
lettres patents to any other p'son. And of our rev'con and rev'cons remainder and remainders 
& of all other our Estate Right title & interest therein, together with all the mesne p'fitts 
thereof since the death of the said whit knight without heires males. To haye & to hold all 
the said mannors & p'miDses unto the said Sir Patrick Murray his heires and assignee for 
ev* from & imedintly after suci tyme as the said mannors castles lands hereditaments & 
p'misses arc rev'ied & come unto us by the surrender forfeiture or other determynacion of 
the above meiic'oned estate tayle or otherwise howsoev*. To be holden of us our heires & 
suooesMors by such rents composicions tenors & services as now are answered unto us for the 
same. And our further pleasure ys for the better accomplishm^ of our intenoon hearin. And 



* The death of the last heir male, . the poor 
sickly boy liaurioe Oge (son of Maurice son of 
Sdmondj, was closely watched by the head of 
the Irish Ooveniment, who had fixed his eyes 
on the rich pussessiona to which the youth had 
been bom. B«fore the father and gprandfather 
of Ifaurioe Oge had been two months dead, the 
rumour had spread that he also had been ga- 
thered to his ancestors, hereupon the LOTd 
Dwffutj, Sir Arthur Chichester, immediately 
puts an agent of his in motion to press his 
flaim for the estates. Writing to Sir James 
Parrot, from Dnbtin, on June 15, 1606, Sir 
Arthur Chichester states that he had *' heard 
yesteiuigbtthat the White Knight's grandchild, 
who was a ward, Is dead ; if it be so, Ood's heavy 



hand is upon that house, and surely the lands 
will revert to the Crown, for there is but one 
more boy in the succession. [Chichester oom- 
mits a curious mistake here, for the grandchild 
referred to was the only legitimate mala des. 
oendant of Edmond Fttsgibbim alive in 1608.] 
If they do, they are worth seeking after, uid he 
(Qiiohester) would become a suitor ^or thmn. 
Prays him to take some time to acquaint the 
Lord Treasurer with as much.*'— Rnssdl and 
Frendergasf s Calendar of State Papere, Ja$. /• 
t This must be a mistake. Edmund's fa^er, 
John, was surely meant, for Edmond was ne?«^ 
attainted (however he may have deserved it)»- 
whereas his Ikther was. 
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Hree doe hearby reqaire & aucthorize you by like advice of some of our learned eouncell 
there, by lettres patents under the create seale of that our Realme to create the said Sir 
Patricke Murray & his heires free denizens in that our kingdome & fourthwith to direct 
Comissions to fitt p'sons for the findint(e out the said mannors & p'misses and our tytle 
tberunto, to w^^ the said white knight's heire generall & sucli women as may p'teild to have 
tytle of dower or Joynture to any the p'misses may with their learned eouncell uppon 
reasonable warninge be callod thernnto, to the end their sev'all rights & titles may appeare 
ft bee retomed by the said Comissions, 8c uppon retorne therof to make a graunt of the 
p'misses unto the said Sir Patrick Murray & his heires as aforesaid. And these our lettret 
notwitlistandinge any want or omisxion of words that weare meete to bee incerted herein 
misrecitall misnameinge or other defect shalbe as well to you our now I>eputy as to any 
other Deputy or head gou*nor or gou'nors of that our Realme for the tyme beinge & unto 
3rou our now ChaunceUor or to any other Chaunoellor or keeper of our greate seale of that 
our said Bealme likwise for the tyme beinge and to all other officers & ministers to whome 
yt may appertayne & ev'y of them sufficient warrant and dischardge in that behalf. Given 
under our signet at our honor of Hampton Court the last day of September in the tenth 
yeare of our Raigne of England ffraunce & Ireland, & of Scotland the sixe and fortieth. 

** To our right trustie & welbeloved Sir Arthure Chichester knight our Deputy of our 
Kealme of Ireland & to our chauncellor ther now beinge and to any other Deputy or Chelfe 
Governor chauncellor or keeper of the greate seale that heareafter for the tyme shalbe & 
to all other our officeres & ministers ther to whom it shall or may appertayne. 

'* Memorand' quod decimo quarto die Octobris Anno d*ni millesimo sexcentesimo duo 
decimo Patric* Murray mil' venit in Cane' D*ni Regis Regni sui hib'nie et petiit Tras 
sapradict', Irrotular', ad cujus requisicon' Irrot'Iantur de verbo in verbu' prout superius.'* 

The Commission directed to be issued by the foregoing letter was issued in the montli 
of Deoember foUowuag, and was in these words : — 

'< Arthur Chichester. 

"By the Lo. Deputie. Forasmuch as his Ma^ is graciouslie pleased 
to graunt unto S' Patrick Murray knight and his heires all such manners castles lands 
tenem^ & hereditam^ as escheated or came to the crowne by the attainture of John 
FitzGerald in his lifetime called the White Knight, and for that the certaintie of the said 
manners and other the premisses are not yet knowne, These are therefore straitlie to will 
and require you and every of you to whome it shall or may appertaine to forsee and take 
order that no lands &c whatsoever lying within the counties of Limerick, Corke, Tipperarie, ' 
the Liberties of Upperarie, and Waterford, or eyther of them, which are or att any time 
were parcell or within the territorie or countrie called the White Knight's countrie or 
Clangibbons, be passed in anie lettres pattents to anie person or persons whatsoever untUl 
the retorne of the said S' Patrick Murrey out of England, or upon his long stay other 
directions be therein given. Hereof you may not faile as you will aunswere to the contrarie. 
Given at Chichester House, the 2n<i of Decembr 1612. 

'*To his ma^ learned Counceil, the Surveyor, Auditor, the Clerke of the Hanaper and 
to every of them. And to all other his ma^ officers mynisters and loving subjects whome 
the same shall or may concerne." 

On the return of the Commission a regular grant was made to Sir Patrick Murray, at 
a rent of £40 Irish, of such lands belonging to the late Wliite Knight as the Commissioners 
considered to be at the disposal of the Crown. The grant was in the following terms : — 

** Jacobus &c &c. tJciatis quod nos tam pro et in consideratione boni veri et fidelis et 
aooeptabilis servicii per dilectum servientem nostrum Patricium Murry milit' ordinis dele 
Bath ac un' gener' privat' earner* noetr' nobis antehac multipliciter prestit' et impens' ac 
imposter' impendend^ quam pro diversis aliis causis et considerationibus nobis specialiter 
tnoventibus, de gratia &c &c &c secundum Intencionem et effectum quarundam literarum 
noatrarum manu nostra propria signatarum et sub signeto nostro dat' apud' Westm' decimo 
aeptimo die Junii anno regni nostri Anglie Francie et Hibernie %9 et Scotie xlvi®, et 
nunc in rotulis cancellar' uostre diet' regni nostri Hibernie Irrotulat', Dedimus et concessi- 
mus, ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus et successor' nostris damns et concedimus prefato 
Patricio Murray milit' in Regno nostro nat' seu oriund*, sen quocunque alio nomine cogno- 
mine sive addicione stat* grad' sive loci conseaiur vocetur seu cognoscatur, Quod ipse sit 
iudigena et ligeus nostr' ac hered' et successor* noetr' Regni nostri Hibernie, Ac quod 
heredes sui sint et enut ligei nostri ac hered' et successor' noetror*. Ac quod tam ipse quam 
bered' sui in omnibus tractentur reputentur teneantur habeantur et guberiieiitur taiuque 
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MfV Itgai DMtrl latn predict' rignuro DMtruni HibeniM oriaod'. Et quod ipit tt btndit 
mi oraoM •( omnimod* •odouts &c. 

*' Ac oltaritu dt oonaimUi grttU Ac. &e, ds.niii et coneadimuA et conflnnAmui prtfat* 
pAtritb Murray m\V et Domine Elisabethe uxuri ejus centum et deuem Acrae terr' arraMI' 
que extendunt ▼!<., in vill' et cainpit de Keilballyredroond alias Balliremon et BalUpliillip, 
trifflnta acr' terr' arr*, trigiiita acr* subboscl bagi; et mor*, ac etiam Till' de Ballyritty aliiia 
BalUvestiii. Kildariry ^alias Killadirry) et Killmochully alias Killmacally, eontlnen* per 
eatfrnacion' trigint' acr terr' arr* et ▼igint' acr* pastur' et mor' cum pertin* in com' Corclui. 
Ac etiam Till* et terr* de KilcloiiY contineii* per estimacion centum et vigint^ aor^ terr^ 

com pertineu' in Com* Cork pred*. Ac ettam Till* et terr* de Ballienogban et 

le Bcarte alias Scartballyenoghan, continen' . . . centum et octogrint*, acr* terr* arr* et 
pastui' cum pertinen' ... Ac etiam tHU* et terr' de Pollardston Juxta Brigowne con- 

tinen' . . • vigint' acr* ten*' arr* pastur* Ac etiam Till* et terr* de KeiU 

gla»se in com' Corcko pred*. Ac etiam yill* et terr* de Ballinegreny el 

Jamestowne .... in com' Limerick . . . vlU' et terr* de Kearhowgarrove alias 
Charrvwgarruir« juxta Killmalluck ... in com' Limerick pred*. Ac etiam castr* de 
Courtaruddery cum pertlu* ac scii* circuit* ambit' et precinct* ejusdem castr*, ac vigiut* acr* 
terr'et octodecem acr* pastur* in vill*et campisde Courtemddery prope Kilmalock in com' 
pred*. Ac etiam un* molend' aquatic' et tertiam partem un* mulind* aquatic* super rirul* 
de Kilmalock in com* Limerick pred*. Ac etiam . . un* carucat* terr* . . in vilf 
et campis de Qarrintwony alias Qarranthwoony in com' pred*. Ac etiam vill* et terr* de 
Ratbniwltagh alias Baynewitagh, . . . Ballinwilagh alias Ballinwillie, cum pertin* ia 
com* pred*. Ac etiam .... Ballincarrowne . . . Kilchoan alias Ballincboan • . . 
Batbpbilip . . . Cleehagh alias Cluabagh ... in com* pred*. Ac etiam pari' cast* 
da Balleboy que ezteodit in Till' de Ballyboy et Ballidamsher .... iuxta Till' da 
Balliboy pred* in com* Tipperary. Ac etiam vill* et terr* de Kelioarrowny aUaa KaU» 
earownagb, Adridachtrrica alias Dirraghcarrick, et Cranogbton alias Cronaghdana 

in com* Tipperary. Ac etiam vill' et terr' de Ooolenetallagh alias Onllelagh- 

... Ac etiam parcell' terr* cum pertin' vocat' Garrinruddery in Kilmallock, .... 
iriir et terr' de Ceeiyraghmeanagh cum pertin' in com* Tipperary. Ae etiam yill' et teir 

4% Knockabamn eum pertin' in com' Tipperary pred' Tenend* et gandend' 

omnia et singula premiss' superius per p'sentes p'conoess' cum suis pertin' univers', noeoon 
rerercionem et reverciones &c., p'fat' Pa trie' Murrie mil' et Elizabetbe uxor* ejus et hered' 
Pat* Marry de corpcire p'fat' domine Eliz' procreat et procreand/ et pro defec' tal* hered* 
fenaner* inde rectis bered* p'fat* Patric' Morry imperpet'. Tenend* de nobis bered'* 
oaooessor* nostris in capita per servitium militar*, viz., per servicium vlcesime partit *aa 
food* milit* quando scutagium currit in dicto regno nostro Hibemie* Beddend* amiaatia 
4a. 4c. Ac Ac ^. 

'* In cujus rei testimon* bas litteraa nostras fieri fecimus patentee. Testa prefato 
depatato nostro apbd Dublin decimo nono die Decembris anno Begni nostri Anglie Frande 
•t Uibemie decimo tertio et Scotie quadragesimo nono." (Auditor-General's Enlry'Bookt 
Tul. IL B. Jas. L) 

But the intrigues of Sir Patrick Murray's friends in England and Ireland on his behalf 
proved of no avail. The Patent issued to him in pursuance of the repeated oommanda of 
^ng James I., though enrolled in Chancery, with all due formalities, turned out to be of no 
effect, and the lands which it purported to grsnt to Sir Patrick Murray and bis heirs far 
ever were granted in 1618, amongst other lands, to Sir William Fenton, knt* and Dame 
Margaret Fenun, his wife, the grand-daughter of the White Knight Edmond. It is not 
unreasonabU fo suppoM that the nullification of Murray's Patent, and the subsequent grant 
to Fenton aud his wifAp were procureu through the powerful influence of Sir Kichard &yle 
(then liord Boyio, and afterwards Earl of Cork), who was msrried to the sister of Sir 
Wm. Fenton. Ly this new grant, the following lands in the counties of Cork, Limerick, 
and Tipperary, formerly part of the extensive estate of the White Enigbts» were granted 
to Sir William and Dame Margaret Fenton, viz. : — 

Ih the County of Cork. — Old-Castletown, otherwise Ballytancaslane, Callooagh- 
more. Callonaj^hegg, Ardsks, Bnllinknockana, Balingillroe, Knockenrissy, Skelieco&arty, 
and Rynelyneigb ; MichelUton, otherwise Ballyvisteale, Eillogblaxiy otherwiie KillcJongh- 
Ian, (with some other alias names], Coolemggilloceddo and Rilleooghlan. BaHymariscall, 
oih«frwise Marrliallstowne or Lisnoloman, Curraglgarran, otherwise Curraghgorum, 
Balliurwano ; Ball ukokie, Gortbury, GurnccerRghf Klllrpoore, Rnockybeaony, Kits* 
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nlctDagli^ lilasylenM, DsBbwy, TnUjroriiiAof^ CumlglimyiicpwkiA, Dfarryooult, Umkme^ 
Gortnesktagb, Knockaaenymitniff, tht Iwo Garrygarruffi, and AmMooIr^ Carragiifonim, 
Marshallstowne, Ardakeagn otherwise Farryaktath, Castle Qarraninruddery and BaU 
linlop, Ballinbaoly, Ratbglassane Ardskeagh, Ratbphillip, Ardakaagb, Brigowane ; Glon- 
logbs, tbe two Glonees, tbe two Clonecarbtries, Garteneugrane, Bansagb knockagh, 
Gortneleacky, Classewency, Bannyard, Glasasspoll, and Fenanevre, all being fHtreal of 
Brigowane ; Agbaliskei Gclegowyn, Garry walsby, Killdrony, Garrowgaarriff, Ballynrthure, 
Bnolychalb, GartinytarrifT, Garranrnabellagh, Garragbaneleagha, Gortrno, Kitleebloiek^ 
Cloghlefune, otherwise Cloghlemone, Ballyneoboola, SkartleAine, Gairyoronino or Oart 
tychromin, and Kneckardmore, Garryblenesyfy, Parkenynane, Lisnofdin, and Sbanvally* 
more, Knockanivin, Curriegbnie, Tobberengaon, Traharlogh, Curreighniehanekardh^ 
Monere, Labbymolagga, Toorelegaui Monaneochroine, or Moneuecbroine, BaUingarran* 
BallinwUlin. 

LiMBRiOK Co. — Derranstowne, otherwise Ballyderonty, Carrigneboaagb, otherwiaa 
Curraghnebonagh, Bealanenesbagh, Knockanecroe, Ballynavig, Garrincattigan, Bally^ 
ctirmuck, Teanagh, and Clarene, Corbally, Kilkeally, Knocktorryn, and Kilkeallan ; 
KUlveheny, otherwise KilWeny, Ballynatonny, KillsteaUa, Breackvane, Gomane, oa 
Goinane, Ball} hemekeene, Glaocurrane, Glancundony, Cabarnremaoe, Ballenlondra^ 
Cnllan, otherwise CalUn, Cullanbegg, Kabcooy, Carrihinetinell, Spitell otherwise Spidiall, 
Killinecronive, Ballinphratty, BaUyneleackiOi Gorraghballyfoskin, Ballywrin, Ballydufl^ 
Corraghturk, Clooeard, Cronaghtie, IlUmewrony, Glannaghills|y, Gliort, •otharwiai 
CUwortbf Gortcloydofl^ Gortnecnisb, Gortenollort^ Gortenthomas-downe, Gortenkeam, 
Garrykeale, Killveg, Garrinvoskally, and Cnrraghmebin, otherwise Cnrragbmablia ; tho 
castle town and lands of Ballygibbon and ArdnegiUenagh, Ballenscally, Ballenwriay^ 
Cosh, otherwise Cork, Ballencurry, Ilanbwy, Baoly, otherwise Bowly or Bewly, Ballet 
Stephen, otherwise Stephenstowne, Ballenehinchy, otherwise Ballenehinsby, Graigpaddan 
otherwise Grangepadden, Raaa, and Ardpatrick, Balienvistallendowne and G-lannebagelsy^ 
Cloghtackee, Wahall, Gosh, Adsellog, Towrelangan, Glonmorrushen, Ballenfeyna^ 
Gortetoore, Gt>rtcloynecoorde, Baliemartin, Tyremor, Ballineplay, Tonregar, Gortmore^ 
and Baliigha, otherwise Davidstowne. 

. TiPPBRART Go.^-Bally learn, otherwise WiUlamstowue, Ginrtingillogonan, Gurtiahell 
or Gortisheale, Cooledirry, Shanrahan, Gooleuegellsby, Gurraghkeile, Lisnecoolene, the 
Bridge, otherwise Drehid, or the Bridge of Owentarr^ Lissfuntion, Ballyneeantneae^ 
Hosclevane, Farrynedeary, Ballinroirk, Cooleahoddan, SbaayallphoUy, Ballino, Koaaa- 
cheorua, Mantano-Muckenagh, Montaaevaddery, Cullonagh, Lissenard, Gurraghfuntioii, 
Curraghnecooletollogh, or CarraganecuUetollogb, Newcastle, otherwise Gashlanow, Glan«> 
nagbonagh, otherwise Glanacbano or Garryncloona, Newgurtin, otherwise 0urtin or tbe 
Gurtini*, Newcastle, Barrabuy, Coolegaranemoe, Carrighanry, GUnagowIane, Garrig* 
viitteale, Bealanporan, Garranballenvee, Drumrao, Carragbrabine or Curraghrahine and 
Lyrefune, otherwise Lieron or Lyron, Newcastle, Glanaghonagb, and Gurtin ; Ballibwy^ 
GarranmoCaddow, otherwise Garranvickaddock or Garranmooaddy, Lissyvory, Farreiia» 
woody, Tergoram, 

Cork and Tipperart CcTs. ; or one of them. — Cnrragh-Iway, otherwise Curragh- 
}vo, or Curragh* Ivuoa, or Curragh-Iwo, Kilicolldagh and Skehenerehey or Sken^reby, 
Gortneboiile, Ardgl«r«>, Curraghmore, Coolefrevane, Monegrangyne, Cappa and Breaka, 
Gortroe, Kilegowne, Killtankyne Garramea and Corryleagh. 

The foregoing lands, which in the Letters Patents are stated to bare been in the aeiain 
of Edmond, or Morris Oge McGibbon at the time of their death, and *' did or ought to 
descend as of inheritance to the same Dame Margaret," were granted to Dame Margaret 
and her husband, their heirs and assigns for ever. They were altio divided into three 
Manors (Mitchelstown in Cork, Newcastle in Tipperary, and Derrantstown in Limerick, 
with power to the grantees to hold the usual fairs, markets, and manorial courts. 

Page 25, line 33. Services in Queen Eli%aheth*8 dayes. 

The conduct of the White Knight with regard to the proceedings of the Earl of 
Tyrone and his invusion of Munster was characterised by something more than incoi^ 
siatencv. Clopely watched as he was by the Lord President of Munster and bia active 
5pie^ jldniond Fitzgibbon required, no doubt, to be on his guard ; but there can be lit(jle 
doubt thai be faithfully promised to join the Earl, and afterwards held aloof from ^11 
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eompttdty th the moyenMnt which end«d ao dbtstroiuljr for Tjront at tba biittte of 
KhiMiW. On this Mibjaet Um following letter ia as curiona aa it ia importantr— 

0*Neai to the WkUe Knight. 



4t 



God be w^ you White Knight. 
' On the XT of Aprill 1699, we hare reoeaved yor lettera wt^ honor and greate 
tbaneket for yor aervioe: For every Lord and gentleman that went forthe in this action 
of the nobility of Munattr for tbelre conadencea and inheritance we ate to mainteyne erery 
of them w^ indifferencie in hiaowne right and poaseaaiona, and tbeare ianot one of ail thoae 
gentlemen (the Earl of Desmund'a honor only excepted) a man in whom we repose more hope 
then in yo^ self. And therefore we wllbe youra (by Gods healp) w^ all the assiiitance and healp 
of all thoae of this Bealme of Ireland as wilbe advised by us. And such other as have remayned 
aa heretikes and sdsmatikes beleeving the stinging and unconstant words and speachea 
ef EngUahmen not moved by theire consciences or beleefe, shall not (w Gods will) 
obtejrne victorie or good successe in this action. And if we the Catholicka shfdbe the 
atronger (as we think we shalbe) theire children and alliances shall not socceede them in 
poasossing of theire lands or livings. As you have written unto us that we should repayre 
Westward, yon may understand that before the receyte of yo^ letter we were owre aelvs of 
porpoee to goo Westward about certeyne occasions as also to defend the good people of 
Mnnater and w^ all to compell such as remayned w^l^ in eaytber wtk theire consent or 
agaynst theire consent to enter into warr. We are farr the more willing to repayre West- 
ward for yor counsayle sent unto ns to goe Westward. And we have putt in now three or 
fonre thousand hable men at o>^ own charges beside such that we have putt in 

upon the LI* and gentlemen that belonge unto owre selvfl, to accomplish that jornie in the 
name of God. And notw atanding that the Earle of Essex wth a number of the Queens* 
forces are now oomminginto Ireland we doe expect that the Englishmen in England shalbe 
80 troubled and molested this sommer and in such sort as this Iland of Ireland shalbe at 
owre direction and counsayle (as Irishmen) and admit those armes and forces doe come we 
under teke (wtl^ Crod'a will) to Defend so much as we have in owre bands of this land of 
Ireland agaynst them. And for so much as they have or such as take theire part: We 
will spoyle and marr all out of the Cityes and Post Townes. Wishing you to be of good 
comfort, aud to nndersund that we will end the gotid enterprise you have taken in hand, 
And if theire happen not some greate mischaunce or trouble unto ns or some thing else 
more than we see as yeat, We wilbe w^b you about May next wth Gods healpe. And we 
are making owre best provision and uttermost hast to performe that joumie in the name 
of CKnI. We have sent owre attumie unto vou Westward w^ owre news before owre selvs. 
As for those few men you sought for you shall have them or a stronger compsgny about 
that t3rme. And you may understand yo' selvs that we are readdy to send you such healp 
of men and munition as we are able. And we understond that yo^ land and cuntrie isshott 
at betwixt all the townes and garrisons in those parts. And that you are yo' self the best 
Warrant and strongest gapp for warr of all those that are Westward (the Earle of Deamonds 
Honor excepted). And tliat we are most willing (wth Gods will) to be yours most assured 
in consideration thereof above a number of others : As for the powder and leade whereof 
yon apeake, tbeare are boates and shipping from ns in Scotland that were sent to bring 
store of powder and leade wliich are not to come Ull about May next and when they doe 
eome you shall not bee forgotten of that they shall bring. At Logh B.uagliane on the 

xvijt]»:ofAprile, 1599. 

"O Nbylb.** 

Page 26, line 17, " Killmallock and there lye in theire owne tomhe.^* 

The plan of the Dominican Abbey of Kilroallock, here given, shows that the greater 
part of the church and a considerable portion of the cloister and domestic buildings 
remain. Of these the church is the most ancient ; the choir is of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, and presents one of the most beautiful examples of an Early English window 
iB existence; the engraving annexed gives some idea of its chaste elegance^ and 
ite great height and lightness. The south side wall is pierced by no less than 
six lancet-windows, and undfrneath the eastern ones are the remains of the pedilia 
.>and piacina in the same style. At the north side is a richly ornamented tomb-niche, 
which is a century later than the choir belonging to the middle uf the H^h century. This 
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is probably the tomb of Maurice, the first White Knight, who was baried here^ and in 
whose time the transept (there is only one, and that on the south side, as is often the* 
case in the Dominican Churches) was also remodelled, and a fine many-lighled window 
inserted in the south gable, and two smaller ones in the east wall. Some of the Mw, ^ 
or twelfth century work of this transept remains, as for instance the piera and arches of • 
western aisle. The tower with its characteristic narrow arch, almost entirely diriding 
the nave from the choir, is of the 15th century, as are also the west doorway and window. 
There was a south aisle to the nave, but it is now destroyed. The domestic buildings alao 
belong to this later period. Views of the chancel-arch and tower, of the choir, and also 
of the east and west aspect of the exterior of the abbey are given with this brief 
description. The tomb of Edmond the White Knight, and of his son Maurice, wa% no 
doubt, originally erected in the choir as an elaborate mural monument Of this only the 
slab containing the inscription remains. This was for many years lying in a broken state 
in the middle of the choir of the abbey, but has been repaired at the expense of the 
Oonntess of Kingston, and now lies level with the grass, as represented in the aecom- 
panying engraving. The inscription, in incised Ropian capitals, is as follows :— 

t 

I H S 

HIC • TVMVLVS • ERETVS . FV 
IT- IN • MEMORIAM • ILLIVS : STE 
MMATIS • GERALDINORVM • QVI • 
WLGO • VOCANTVR • EQVITES • 
ALBI 

lOHANNES • CVM • FIUO • SVO • 
EDMVNDO • ET • MAVRITIO • FI 
LIO • PEEEFATI • EDMVNDI ' 
ET MVLTI • ALII • EI VSDEM . FAMIL 
lEE • HIC ^ TVMVLANTVR • PREEFA 
TVS 

The inscription as it stands is unfinished. It was intended that the dates of the deaths 
of Edmond and Maurice were to be inserted after the word '* prefatus," for which there ie 
ample space on the stone. The monument was evidently erected previous to Edmond'a 
decease. 

Page 26, line 27 : " Marryed to Sir WiUutm Fenton,^* 

This Sir William Fenton was son and heir of Sir Geoffry Fenton, of whom the Rev. 
George Hill says in a note at page 159 of bis '* Macdonnells of Antrim :" 

** Sir G«offry Fenton, a native of Nottinghamshire, was twenty-seven yean a member 
of the Irish Privy Council, during the reigns of Elizabeth and James I. He translated 
the * History of Gnicciardini ' into English, and dedicated this valuable work to the 
Queen. On the urgent recommendation of Sir William Pelham, the Lord Justice of Ire- 
famd, Fenton was appointed Secretary of State. In March, 1584, Fenton writea tf» 
Leicester as follows : — * Since the death of Sir Nicholas Malbye, the Justices have com- 
mitted to me, by way of custodiam, the young Baron of Leitrim, son to the late created 
baron, murderiid, it is supposed, by his brother, the Earl of Clanrickard. They have now 
written to your lor'lship and Mr. Secretary Walsingham, to be a mean to herMajesty to 
bestow upon me his wardship and marriage. His father's living is dangerously entangled, 
and subject to great traverse and contention in law. If bis father's inheritance be recovered^ 
U may bring to my mnaU Uving aome help during the minority, I beseech you to be a 
mean for her Majestie's letters. The Lords Justices have not the power to dispose of the 
wards of noblemen.* Fenton died in (October) 1608, and was buried in St. Patrick's, and 
in the same tomb with his father-in-law, Dr. Robert Weston. (See Fuller's '* Worthies,^' 
vol. 2, p. 574 ; Calendar of Carew, MSS., second series, pp. 276, 874.)" 

The only daughter of Sir Geofiry Fenton was the second wife of Sir Bichard Boyle, 
the first and " great Earl of Cork," who was Lord-Treasurer of Ireland, and who died at 
Toiighall, September, 1643; his second wife having predeceased him in Februan-, 1629. 
Burice. ) 
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The QMfriairt of Sir WiUUm Fteton to Mamrtt FiuQibboa ii tluu rwordad in th« 
diaiy of the **G>rMt Earl of Cork/' proMiredat Litmora Cattle :^ 

**Mem(nwidumtthaimy Brother in law Wm, FtnUm umm fnmrried in my bed* 
ehamber in my house mi loughal by Mr, [ '[the minitier q/ ihaU town to 

Margaret nun Maurice ft Oibbon, grandchild and heir general ofEdmond lUz" 
Oibiin, Bfqmre^ otherwise eaUed the White Knight, the nine and twentieth day of 
JOeeember amno Domini one thousand six hundred and fourteen ; which young couple 
I bi»eech At Almighty Qod to bless and prosper** 

The yoothfiil bride was only In her twelfth year when thos wedded to the brother-in- 
law of the aitttte bat very unacrapuloos Boyle, who probably hoped to come by some 
portion of the lai^ estate to which the baby bride was entitled. 

The age ef Margaret VitsGibbon at the time of her marriage is fixed by an Exchequer 
Inqulsitiofli, taken at Cork, €th July, 1618, as follows :— 

'*And further they find that the aforesaid Edmond MeGibbon, commonly called the 
White Knight, had iasne three aona, visV Morrice, John, and Sdmond Oge; and that John 
and Edmond Oge died without issue; and that said Morrice had issue Morrice Oge and 
Dame Margaret Fenton now wife of Sir William Fen ton of Tougball in the county of 
Cork, Knight, which Dame Margaret was of the asce of fifteen years the last day of May 
last past before the date hereof ; and that the said Morrice father of Morrice Oge and son 
to Edmond M<'Glbbon, commonly called the White Knight, died in the lifetime of his 
father, viz^ the 28*^ day of AprU, 1608. And that Edmond MeQibbon, commonly called 
the White Knight aforesaid died so seized of the premises the 24th day of April 1608, by 
whose death the premises descended and came nnto the said Morrice Oge* as grandson and 
heir of the said Edmond MoGibbon, by virtne whereof the said Morrice Oge into all and 
singular the premises entered and was thereof seised aa of fee ; and being thereof so seized 
died without issue thedO^k day of Hay, 16 tl, whereby all and singular the premises 
wholly descended and came to the said Pama Margaret as sole sister and heir of the said 
Maurice Oge MoGibbon, eon and heir of the said Morrice the eldest son and heir apparent' 
of the said Edmond MeOibbon, commonly called the Whito Knight, who was the grand- 
Ikther to the said Dame Margaret." 

The inquisition, which la of interest in connection with the possessions of the White 
Knight, is printed in the Appendix. 

Page 26, line 50, '* She was married to John Lord Kinf^ton, of the 

Kingston family P 

Sir J. B. Burke says in his Peerage. " This family of King was originally of Feather- 
eock Halt, county York ; and the first of its members we find upon record in Ireland is ISr 
JohnKing, Knt, who obtained from Queen Elizabeth, in requital of his military services, a 
lease of the Abbey of Boyle, county Koscommon ; and from Kins^ James I. numerone 
ralnable territorial grants, and several of the highest and most lucrative political employ- 
ments. He married Catherine, dan. of Robt. Drury, Esqr., and grand niece of the lord- 
deputy Sir Wm. Drury, and was succeeded at his decease by his eldest son. Sir Kobert King, 
Knt, MuAter Master General of Ireland, who by his Ist wife Frances dau. of Sir Henry 
Folliott, Ist Lord FoUiott, of Bally-shannon, had with other children, John, who received 
the honour of knighthood ; and although ah active Cromwellian, was elevated to the 
peerage by Charies II. (for his zeal in restoring the monarchy) by patent dated 4. S<!pt 
1660, Sn the dignity of Baron Kingston. His lordship married Catherine dau. (by his 
wife Margaret FitzGibbon, sister and heir of the White Knight) of Sir William Fenton, 
ei Mitehelstown, co. Cork, and grand-daughter of Sir Geoffry Fenton, principal Secretary 
ef State. By this lady the Kingston fiimily acquired the estate of Mitehelstown.** The 
pictures of the King family are now at Rockingham, near Boyle, the seat of Colonel Kieg- 
Harman ; and am<>ngflt them, hung in the hall, is a fine full-length portrait representing 
(according to the tradition of the fimily) *' the White Knight.* The armour and flowing 



•In 1606, F^nuids Annesley had a grant of heir of Bdmond Fiti«ibbon commonly called 
«*1Im emiody and wardship of the body and the White Kuig^ht.** See Patent Roll, (TJaa. I., 
landa of Maurice Fitigibbon, frandaon and Part I. 
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Tomb of Edmond, The White Knight. 
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hair of the uncoyered head are, however, unmistakably of the period of Charles II. This 
portrait cannot, therefore, be that of Edmond, the last White Knight. It may represent 
Sir John King, created Baron Kingston, who perhaps claimed, in right of his wife, the 
great grand-daughter and heiress of Edmond, to be the White Knight. 

Although there is no actual evidence that Sir John King did lay claim to this ancient 
title, the feeling that the knighthood descended with the property of the White Knight 
would seem to have continued in the Kingston family down to the year 1821, when 
George, third Earl of Kingston, boldly claimed to be the White Knight's representative. 

The following is from an article by Dr. John O'Donovan, which appeared in the 
*'Cl8ter Journal of Archssology/' January, 1858, and is entitled "The Descendants of 
the last Earls of Desmond :" — 

Referring to the Right Hon. James FitzGerald, who was bom in 1742, and died 20th 
January, 1885, at the advanced age of 93 years, and who was the then male representative 
of the Kilmore branch of the FitzGibbon sept. Dr. O'Donovan says : — 

** Mr. Fitzgerald had two grand-uncles in the army of James II., viz.. Colonel Nicholas 
FitzGerald, and Robert Fitzgerald, who was Comptroller of the Musters. 

** Mr. Fitzgerald was paternally descended from David FitzGerald, or FitzGibbon, 
commonly called the * White Knight,' feudal Lord of Kilmore, in the county of Cork, who 
became the eldest* male representative of the descendants of Gibbon or Gilbert Fita- 
Gerald, who was styled ' The White Knight.' 

"On the decease of Edmund Fitzgibbon, the * White Knight,' who first (as appears 
from the pedigree of his family in Lambeth Palace), assumed the name of Fitzgibbon 
instead of Fitzgerald, A.D. 1607, his estates devolved on his [grand] daughter, who 
married the [son of the] celebrated Irish Chief Secretary, Sir Q«o&ey Fenton, from which 
marriage is descended the Earl of ELingston. 

"Edmund FiUGibbon, the * White Knight' already mentioned, was enabled to 
arrange with the English Government, as one of the conditiDns of his betraying the [Sugan] 
Earl of Desmcnd, that he should not only preserve his landed property, but should transmit 
it to his [grand] daughter, f contrary to the usual rules of descent of knights* fees in Ire- 
land, which would have given it to David Fitagibbon, of Kilmore, commonly called ne 
carrig (i.e., David of the Eock;(), 

" It must be observed, however, that if the fief of the White Knight had been allowed to 
descend, according to the common course of law, to his cousin, David ne carrig, it would 
have been confiscated, as the estate actually possessed by the latter was, in consequence 
of participation in the rebellion of Gerald, sixteenth Earl of Desmond, in the year 1585. 

" The White Knight possessed a very large estate in the counties of [Tipperary], Lime- 
rick, and Cork, which at a comparatively recent period was declared by Mr. Arthur 
Young to be the finest estate in Europe. 

" The White Knight was not, however, called after his land, but is supposed to have 
taken his distinctive appellation from the colour of his armour. 

*'The family of the White Knight was always esteemed the second branch of the great 
southern house of the Geraldines, of which the Earl of Desmond was the head. 

"There was likewise a Fitzgibbon, a Knight of Ardskeagh ; and another, a Knight of 
Clonli8h§ (Bidere na GlaengJUaiee), who seems to be the same as the Old Knight. 

" At the time of the visit of his Majesty King George IV. to Ireland, in 1821, the 
claim of the Earl of Kingston to be allowed a place on public occasions as * the White 



• If the David alluded to by Dr. O'Donovan 
was " David-an-corig Fitzgibbon." referred to 
iupra (p. 668, note, and pasnm)^ then O' Do- 
van was dearly vrong in saying that he was 
the eldeftt male representative of the White 
Knight, as the White Knight Edmond, not 
to mention the representative of the *' Old 
Knight," was alive at the time of David-an- 
ourii^s death, about 1585. 

t This is scarcely likely, as Edmond had a 



son, and also a grandson, who was his heir, 
until his death in 1611. See n. 124 

t The name was more usually written David 
en corig (for David an eamhraic, i.e., " David 
of the fight"). 

\ O'Donovan was wrong here, as the Clonlish 
family always used the name of Fitzgerald, and 
never that of FitsGibbon, and were entire?y dis- 
tinct (h)m the Old Knights. 



R 
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Knight/ in oompany with tbe Knight of Kerry, was toccesHfaUy opposed by Mr. William 
Vesey fltsgerald (afterwards Lord Fitzgerald of Desmond and of Glangibbon), eldest son 
of the Right Honourable James Fitzgerald. 

*' Tbe Right Honourable James Fitzgerald was younger grandson of Mr. James Fitz- 
gerald, whose two brothers already mentioned were present at tbe battle <^ the Boyne. 

«'0n the decease, in 1852, of Major William Sdmnod Fitzgerald, of Drumbighill, in 
the county of Clare, without issue, Mr. Fitzgerald's son, Henry,* third Lord Fitzgerald 
and Vesd (and Dean of Kilmore), became the eldest male representativef of that race of the 
Geraldines * commonly called the White Knights' (to use the expression recorded on the 
tomb of their house in the Abbey of Kilmailock), and of the fieunily of Fitzgibbon, or 
ClanGibbon." 

For some time it was considered that Lord Kingston's claim to the title of White 
Knight had really been recognised by the Crown, and in the Liber Munerum (toL L, 
Part L, p. 71) it is positiyely stated that the right had been acknowledged. Among 
the acts there recorded as having been done in 1822 are the following, quoted from ** The 
King's Letter Books in the office of the Secretary for Ireland at Westminster :" — 

" A.D. 1822. Earl of Kingston.— License to be entitled the White Knight, July 17. 

" John K Fitzgerald, Knigbt of tbe Qlynn, same day. 

" Right Hon. Maurice Fitzgerald, Knight of Kerry, same day." 

But Uiere does not seem to have been any authority for tlie foregoing statemoits. Sir 
Bernard Burke, Ulster King of Arms, when consulted on the subject in 1872, expressed 
a decided opinion to this effect, as may be seen by the following extracts from two letters 
on the subject. 

Under the date of '* Dablin Castle, 14 June, 1872," Sir Bernard writes:— '* Ton 
are, I think, under a misconception in supposing that a Royal Ucense ever issued autho- 
rising the assumption of the title of * White Knight ' by the Earl of Kingston, or by 
anyone else. The peculiar designations of ^Knight of Kerry,' 'Knight of Glin,' and 
* White Knight' derive their usage from prescription. I have never discovered any 
Royal confirmation, although in Acts of Parliament reference is made to * Miles de 
Kerry,* " And on June 24th, in the same year, ** Ulster" writes : — ** Some years ago, 
the Knight of Kerry, misled by the statement of the Liber Munerum, applied to me on 
the subject of the Royal Letters of 1822. I referred to the Secretary of State's Office, 
(Home Office), London, and the result was a corroboratiMi of my view. The Royal 
jpermission was rbfusbd, not granted, at that date." 

The late Knight of Kerry, who took a keen interest in everything connected with the 
history of bis country, and the dignity of its institutions, paid much attention to the subject 
of these old titles. His views of the position of Lord Kingston with regard to the title of 
"White Knigbt" are partly exhibited in the two following letters. Writing to the Rev. 
Jimes Graves, from Valencia, 5th June, 1877, the ELnight observes : — 

*'I have just been looking over the Oct. 76 No. of your Journal, and the interesting 
account of \* Beranger,' and it struck me that it would be a very desirable thing if there 
could be photographs taken of his sketches. I am sure many would be interested in them. 
I do not believe it would be expensive. If you thought it could be managed, and the 
expense met by a small snhscription, I would be happy to contribute. 

*' In the same number I see it stated that Vesey Fitzgerald (afterwards Lord F.) sue* 
oessfiilly opposed the recognition by Govt, of the three titles of Irish knights, which was 
much sought for by the then Lord Kingston (as claiming to represent the White Knight), at 
or soon after Geo. IV. 's vlrtit to Ireland. My father took comparatively small interest in 
the matter, though, no doubt, he may have acquiesced in any step taken at the time by 
Lord Kingston ; but he was on very intimate and friendly terms with Vesey fltzgerald, 
and if he (V. F.) had opposed the recognition by Govt., I am sure my father would have 



• This Henry, third Lord Fitsgerald and sented bv the White Knight Edmond, who died 
Yesd, and Dean of Kilmore, died without male in 1608, being but a junior branch of the ancient 
iMue, &iarch 30. I860.— Burke's Extinct Peer- stock, the headship of the ** Clan Gibbon " re- 
age. En. verted, on the death of Edmond's grandson in 

t This statement is totally without founda. 1611, to the proper representativefl of the dan, 

tion. The branch of the FitzGibbons repre- the descendants of the "Old Knight*" 
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been aware of it and would have mentioned it to me when talking on the subject. It is 
not unlikely that V. F. may have said to Peel, who was an intimate friend, that he and 
not Lord Kingston shoald represent the White Knights^ as he claimed in the male and 
Ld. K. only in the female line, and to this, perhaps, may be traced a passage in Sir Robert 
PeeFs letter objecting to tho recognition. Peel gives very plausible tho*, perhaps, a little 
* red tape * reasons contra, and says that if recognised at all, it could only be in the persons 
ofTncUe representatives of the respective knights. This effectually shut out Lord K., who 
was the soul of the efibrt. It is a curious fact that * Rowley Lascelles ' in his magnificent 
volume (see T.C.D. Library) on * Irish DigjiUies,^ compiled at the desire of Geo. IV., 
asserts in the most positive manner in the most heroic type, and in the largest of folios, 
that these 3 titles were recognised by * Letters of License of H.M., July, 1822, as recorded 
in the Irish Office in London.' I found, however, that Rowley Lascelles had been misled 
into this belief by a letter from the then Lord Lieutenant to the Government in England, 
recommejKUng that these three titles should be duly recognised. He took * the will for the 
deed.' I have in my possession a copy of Sir R. Peel's declining letter, which was shown 
to my father at the time, but I think it was addressed to Lord K. 
'* Excuse this long prose, and believe me 

" Yours truly, 

** P. Fitzgerald, 

" Knt. of Keny." 

And, writing three days after to the same correspondent, the late Knight of Kerry 
furnishes conclusive evidence to prove that Lord Kingston's attempt in 1822 to be acknow- 
ledged as White Sjiight ended in failure. 

** Valencia, 10th June, 77. 
** Mt dear Sir, 

*' I enclose you the copy of letter you ask for. My father's title was never for- 
mally recognised ; the nearest approach to it was, I believe, that, in the patent made out to 
appoint him Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, he was described as 'commonly caMed the 
Knight of Kerry.' So, at least, my father has told me was the case. 

*' The book of R. Lascelles which I referred to is precisely that which you suppoae. 
** 1 am very sorry that from what you say neither photography nor lithography of 
Beranger seem to be within reach. 

' ' I am, my dear Sir, 

** Yours truly, 

**P. Fitzgerald, 

•* Knt. of Kerry." 
Copy Letter of Mr* Peel to Lord Kingston, 
[Private.] 

" Whitehall, Jany. 23, 1823. 
'* My dear Lord, 

** One of the difficulties in the way of the compliance with the memorial to which 
you refer is the formal recognition by the Crown of a new species of distinction, which it 
appears to me can neither be considered as a sirnanoe or known name, a title of dignity, 
nor a name of office. 1 have not the least objection to your showing my letter to your 
Lordship. 

'* Should the difficulty arising from principle and the want of precedent be obviated, I 
conceive the nature of the distinction required to be recognised would make it absolutely 
necessary for the parties claiming it to prove their descent in the male line. This, how- 
ever, is a subsequent consideration. 

** fielieve me, my dear Lord, 

" Most faithfully yours, 
(Signed) ** Robert Peel. 






The following Pedigree of the White Knights is in the 



2.1 ^ 
David of 



Garallt Gibbon 
Ardakea. 



of = More, daughter to Longan 
Oorbe of Ardpatrick. 



1.1 
Garallt. 



2.1 
John. 



David. 



Daughter to Walsh of 
Clangibboii, 



'J 
Morice. 



Garallt— Daughter to Ed- Daughter, mar- 
mond McWil- ried to one 
liam Burke, of 
the Lahanaghfl 
in West Clan- 
William. 
John. 



called Eneshe 
in Roche's 
country. 



John, the White 
Knight, mur- 
dered by 
his cousin- 
germans. Gib- 
bon and Tho- 
mas, by the 
Srocurement of 
ohnOge. 



Garallt, slain in 
rebelnon by 
Capt. Harvy, 
1600. 



Daught4 
Thomi 



Richard. 



Bllis. = Teig (VCaloghan. Ellen. = Dermond (yiXiire* chief Daughter 

of his name. Tobin of tl 

by his wi 
sister to J 
John, Earl o 
and widow 
Gollfin,brot 
Lord Power 



Daughter. = 



Donell, son to 
Owen Osulivan 
More,died S. P. 



Morioe, his son = Daugh 



and heir. 



Jamei 
Dunb 



Daughter and=S 
heiress. 






• James, Earl of Desmond, upon the murder of John Fitsmorice, the White Eni( 
that John Oge should give unto the Earl the lordship of Mayne, in Oonologhe, the Moat Ca 

Gibbon, aliat the White Knight, in the counties of Corke, Wart., Limr., and Ti] 
This fainily is of the G^eraldines, descended firom a bastard son to John Fitzthom 
Of this fEunily there is in their coimtry called Clan Gibbon, four septs of the 
One Gibbon FitiGeralld was the first of this family, of whom they are sumami 
OlanGibbon is the name of the country which lieth divided in the counties of 
Note— before this Edmond, now the White Knight, his predeoesson did subscribe 
This Edmond was restored by her Majesty that now is, and holds his lands firom 
This pedigree was given me by Morice FitzJohn FitzGeraUt of Ardskea, and Patrii 



Til WILL OF EDMOND FITZGIBBON, WHITE KNIGHT. 

: JL-^ From the Fublic Mecord Office^ Dublin, 

; Jbpia Vera. 

fhe , xxiiij* Januarij, 1607, 6" Jacobi Regis. 

In the name of God, Amen. I, Edmond fitz Gybbon, of Micbelstowne, in the com. 

if Cork, Esq., al'^ dictus the whyt knight, somewhat weacke in body, but of good & perfect 

nemorie, God be thanked, doe make and ordayne my last Will and Testament in manner 

____jnd foTirme following : — First, I comend me soule unto Almighty God me Creatoure, hop- 

ng be the meryts of me Savio' Jesus Christ to be made partaker of blysse eyerlastinge, and 

! comit me bodie to the earth to be buried in the Sepulker of the Churche of Kilmeheny. 

J,. And I doe make, nominate, ordeyne, and appoynte my yonge son, Edmonde oge Fitz Gib- 

"^ Aon, execute of this me last Will and Testament. And I doe appoynte me Son in Lawe, 

fohn Barry, and me nephew, Charles Cartie, tutors & Overseers of me said yonge son, 

Bdmund oge. 

Item. Where I have geven and granted unto Donell M^Owen Callaghane and Dermod 

tf c Fynyne the nomber of Ixxii great cowes with the increase, being now in Muskrye, in 

I he county of Corke, together with all my sheepe, swiyne, & hogs, and owne sillver salt 

I iuble gylte, and a standinge cupp of silver duble gilte, to certaijne uses as be the deede 

j bereof perfected, bearinge date the x*^ daye of Auguste, 1606, app'reth. And where I 

f ave alsoe, be another deede bearing date the xvi*^ day of June, 1607, given and granted 

jito the said Donell and Dermode all and singular such household stuffe, fumitu% bed- 

iON linge, plate, horses, mares, caples, stoode, cowes, oxen, come, and other goods and chattels 

ler. trhatsoever belonginge to me the said Edmond fitz Gibbon, with their profyth and increase, 

Mab) have and to holde his thyrd p'te of all the said goods whatsoever to certeyne uses in the 

I dem testatoris scriptam credimus quam scripturam ejus nominis. De quibus omnibus 
! p et singulis et hsec copia vera ejusdem concordans verbatim cum originali ad fidem faci- 
}^^ nus. Et sic testamentum coram nobis probacon' banc copiam vobis approbandam (ut fas 
, )st) transmittimus. Dat. apud Corck sub sigiUo Curiae Cons' nostrse Corckagens' 23^ mensis 
^ew^J^, 1608. 

THL. GOLD, ARCH., OFF. GEN. CORK. CLOIN. 

I Probatum in Curia prerogativa Regni pro Causis Eccl'iasticis. Et quia dictus Ed- 

mundus Oge fitz Gibbon executor in eodem nominatus infra minorem setatem notorie sit 
constitutus, Administratio secundum tabulas testamentarias predict' eidem annexas com- 

; sonDiissa fuit Joanne ny Dermody Cartie, alias fitz Gibbons, Yiduae relictaB defimcti et matri 

if stffticti Executoris, in persona Jacobi Walshe nuncii sui specialis jurati, salyo jure cujuscun- 

theriniio xxx^ ; die mensis Maii, 1608 

Jul!? JOH. FORTH, DEP. REG'RARII. 

^e ch 

lame a member of the Church of— Margaret O'Cahan, married 1681 ; died 1721 ; 

4 1 jiePrivy Chamber to James II.; 

lilcoughlan churchyard in the 

IWi: 

luRTl 



monument in Brigown church. 



I, fourth Baron Kingston, founder of Kingston = Dau. of Sir John 
iJollege, Mitchellstown, in 1761 ; d. 1765. Meade. 



Sii ^1 

X father ; = Richard FitzGbrald, of Mount Ophaly, Esq., William, ob. s. p., 

descended from Maurice, fourth son of the y. p. 

seventh Earl of Kildare. 

lie = Robert, Viscount Kingston (son aiid heir of Sir Edward King of Roscom- 
mon, created in 1764-6 Earl of Kingston). Robert died in 1799, soon 
after his trial and acquittal for shooting Col. FitzGerald. Robert was 
second Earl of Kingston. 

led = Helena Moore, dau. of the Earl 2. Robert Edward, created 



ter 
)6; 
tnd 
iv. 
ion 



of Mountcashel ; d. 1847. Viscount Lorton. 



I son of Dr. Brinkley, Bishop of Cloyne, a William Downes WssttKBMt 1Sj^'t{^'^\ 
> what remained of the White Knight' s Queesn* a CoxuitY ^ "SiBfi^*^ «»»cnA\si3»^^ 
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APPENDIX. 



I. 

[Ths following sketch of a Pedigree of the White Knights was compiled for the flra 
£arl of Clare Dy the well-known senealo^st, the Chevalier O'Gormant It would 
seem, however, by comparing this sketch with the detailed Pedigree above printed, that 
the Cheyalier was not in possession of much accurate information regarding the family 
history of the FItzGibbon septs. Nothing appears to be known as to whathas become 
of the collection of documents bearing on the FitzGibbon Pedigree which 0*Gorman 
professed to have made ; and some of the statements contained in the following sketch 
are certainly not founded on documentary evidence.] 

A short sketch of the Pedigree of the Oeraldines. 

I shall begin with Maurice FitzGerald, second Lord O'Faly, and the fifth in lineal 
descent from Otho or Other, who flourished in the reign of King Edward the Confessor, 
in order to show the separation of the House of Desmond from that of Kildare, and of 
the House of Clangibbon from that of Desmond :-^ 

Maurice FitzGerald, second Lord OTaly, was constituted Lord Justice of Ireland, 
A.D. 1229, and again in 1232, and was buried at Youghal, in the monastery of the Fran- 
ciscan Minorites, which he had founded in the south end of that town. He left three 



sons: — 



1«» Son— Sir Gerald Fitz- 
Gerald, Knight, 3rd Lord 
OTaly. He died a. d. 
1286, was ancestor of the 
Earls of Kildare andDuke 
of Leinster, through his 
ffrandson John Fitz 
Thomas fitz Gerald, 
created Earl of Kildare 
by letters patent dated 
14th May 1316 ixth 
Edw. ii. 



21^ Son Thomas fitz 

Gerald, surnamed the Great. 
He married Elleanor Daur of 
Sir William Morris (by whom 
came the Estates in K.erry), 
and dying at Youghal 26th 
May 1260, was buried in the 
Franciscan Convent there, 
which (being founded by his 
father^ he had finished at his 
own cnarge, leaving one son 
Sir John fitzGerald of Cal- 
lan.Knt. Ancestor of the fitz 
Geralds of Munster. 



I 



3^ Son. — ^Maurice fitz 
Gerald was appointed 
Lord Justice or Ireland 
A.D. 1272. He died in 
the year 1286, leaving 
Gerald Fitz Maurice Oge 
fitz Gerald, who- died 
issueless, and a dai^hter 
Juliana married to Lord 
Thomas de Clare,younger 
son of Richard Earl of 
Gloucester and Hertford. 



l«tWife Mar-= 

gery Daughter of 
Sir Thomas fitzAn- 
thony, Knt. She 
brought him the 
lands of the Decies 
and Desmond, &c. 
By her he had one 
son. 



=Sir John fitzGerald of Callan, Knt. founded^ 
the Abbey of Tralee in Kerry for Friars 
Preachers, and built the strong castle of 
Tralee for his Residence. But his aspiring 
Greatness being much feared by the Clan- 
carties and the other Irish septs of Des- 
mond, he was killed in the bloody battle of 
Callan near Tralee J[vec^«, Kenmare] a« d. 
1261. Annales Inisfallenses. 



: 2nd Wife Hon- 

ora Daur . of Hugh 
O'Connor —Kerry 
Dynast of Carriga- 
foile, by whom ne 
had four sons. 
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Maurice Fiti John 
FitsOerald^only son by 
the first wife, was slain 
with his father in the 
Battle of Callan, a. d. 
1261, leaving by his 
Wife Johanna, Daur. 
and Heir of John Lord 
Gogan of BeWoir, 
Thomas sumamed 
Nappach, (simiacus), 
or uie Ape. This 
Thomas became very 
powerful in Munster, 
was Captn General of 
Desmond, and Ld Jus- 
tice of Ireland A. D. 
1295, and dying in 
1298, left by Margaret, 
Daur. of John Ld. 
Barry of Hy • Liathane, 
two sons. 

(!■*) Maurice created 
Earl of Desmond 27th 
August 1329, tertio 
Bdw. iii. 

(2nd) John Ancestor 
the fits Geralds of the 
Decies andConnelloe. 



Itt Son by the 2nd 
Wife, GUbert (Irish 
Qibboon) fits Gerald. 
He got for his inherit- 
ance a great Tract of 
country extendinginto 
the counties of Cork 
and Limerick, 24 miles 
in Length and 12 in 
breadth, which was 
confirmed to him by 
Letters Patent by King 
Henry HI. a.d. 1270. 
He was styled the 
White Knight, and 
his descendants were 
called after him Clann 
Gibbon,* English 
Clangibbons, after the 
Irish custom. 



2nd Son. — John 
fitz Gerald stiled 
the Knight of the 
Valley, ancestor of 
the Knights of 
Glyn. 



3rd_Maurice 
fitz Gerald 
stiled theBlack 
Knight, ances- 
tor of the 
Knights of 
Kerry. 



Sir Maurice Mac Gibbouin 
Of Mac Gibbon, stiled the 
White Knt. 

Sir Gibbon Mac Gibbon 
White Knight. 

I 

Sir Maurice Mac Gibbon 

White Knight. 

Sir DaTid Mac Gibbon 
White Knight. 

I 
Sir Maurice Mac Gibbon 

White Knight. 

Sir Dayid Mac Gibbon 
White Knight. 



* Clann signifies children, pos- 
terity, also a Tribe, clan or family, 
a Breed, or Generation. The 
names of several territories of Ire- 
land begin with this word Claun, 
distinguished by the family names 
of the tribes that inhabited them. 
Thus Clann Gibbouin or ClanGib> 
bon, the territory of the Descen- 
dants of Gilbert or Gibboon fitz- 
Gerald, in the county of Cork; 
Clan Maurice in Kerry, the terri- 
tory of Maurice fitz Gerald, ances- 
tor of the fitz Maurices Earls of 
Kerry;Clan-Rickard inConnaught, 
from Richard de Burgo ; Clan- 
Cartha or Clan-Carrin Desmond, 
the Lordship of Mac-Carthy-mor, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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i\r. J9.— Sir George Carew, President of Mun- 
ster in the reign of Queen Elizabeth and created 
afterwards Earl of Tottneps, attempted through 
his great zeal for the Queen's seryice, to stigma- 
tize most of the Nobility and Gentry of Munster, 
that joined in the Desmond Rebellion, with being 
of a spurious origin, and amongst others the White 
Knight, whose primitiye mother he asserts to be a con- 
cubine, and not Uie second wife of Sir John fitz Gerald 
of Callan ; but Sir William Seager, Garter King of Arms, 
Sir William Di^dale, and John Lodge, Esquire, in their 
Histories of the Houses of Kildare and Desmond, contra- 
dict him in the strongest terms, and with the greatest Pro- 
priety. For it is well known to the readers of the antient 
History of Ireland, that a Marriage alliance with the 
House of O'Connor-Kerry, sovereign Lords and Princes 
of Irachty-Conor at that period, was far from being De- 
rogatory to any English subject then or before that time 
in Ireland. 

It is likewise well known that the greatest English 
Lords that settled in Ireland, constantly courted an Alli- 
ance with the old Irish Families, both to strengthen their 
infant State in the country, and protect them in their new 
acquisitions ; so much so that these Lords not only con- 
tracted such Alliances with the old Irish, but for the most 
part assumed Irish names, and became afterwards ipsis 
Hibemis HibemioreSy which obliged the Government of 
Ensrland to enact several coercive Laws to bring them 
bacK to their old Allegiance. 

Sir George Carew asserts in like manner, that there 
was another family of the FitzGibbons of the Great 
Wood in the county of Cork, who were stiled Mac Gib- 
bons, and were a branch of the Geraldines, and not of 
the White Knights. He is equally wrons in this asser- 
tion, for they were remote branches of the White Knights, 
otherwise of the Clangibbon race, who for the reasons 
before mentioned, assiuned the Irish name of Mac Gib- 
bouin or Mac Gibbon. 
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iBt Son.~.Sir Maurice fits Gibbon, White Knight He 
W&8 the first of the family that assumed the appelatiye of 
li'itz Gibbon instead of Mac Gibbon. He tooK part ¥rith 
Perkin Warbeck along iivith the rest of his kindred, and 
was attainted, but afterwards pardoned, and restored to 
his honours and blood by King Henry YII. in the 12tli 
year of his reign, 

Sir John FitzGibbon, White Knight, 

Sir John Oge (junior) Fitz Gibbon, 
White ]l^ight, was attainted 
Anno. 1^0. Elizabethss fieginse 
(1571). 



A. 



l«tSon.— Sir Edmund fitz 
Gibbon, White Knisht, was 
restored to the Blood by Queen 
Elizabeth. He first married 
Joan daughter of Sir Dermot 
Mac Teige Mac^Carthy, Lord 
of Muskery, by whom he had 
one Daughter. He took to his 
second wife Ellen daur. of 
Thomas TobinLd of the Coum- 
shenagh, by whom he had 2 
sons and four Daurs. 

I 
( 



A Daughter 

married to John 

FitzJames, son of 

James fitz Maurice 

FitzGerald, Earl 

of Desmo nd. 

2nd Son. — Maurice Fitz- 
Gibbon; succeeded his Bro- 
ther as White Knight by 
the Law of Tanistrv. He 
married the sister of Theo- 
bald Butler Lord of Caher. 
!N o further acct of his issue. 
A Daughter Ellen married 
to Sir John Fitz Gerald 
Ld of the Decies. 



2nd Son — John Roe 
fitz Gibbon from 
whom the Branch 
called Clangibbouin 
Boe (Rufus). 



Edmund fitz Gibbon 
Boe. 

Thomas fitz Gibbon 
Roe. 



Gerald fitz Gibbon 
Roe. 



!•* Son by the second 
wife Ellen Tobin, 
Maurice Fitz Gibbon, 
who died before his 
father, leaying by his 
wife Joan Daur. of 



I 



2nd Son John fitz 
Gibbon who died be- 
fore his father and 
without issue. 

\^ Daughter mar- 
ried to Jonn Barry, 



James Ld Dunboyne brother of Da vidVisc*. 
a Daughter and Heir Barry. 



married to Sir William 
Fenton Knt. son of 
Sir Jeffry Fenton Knt. 
It was by her that the 



2nd Daur., Ellenor, 
married to Cormac 
son of DonneU Mac- 
Carthy-Reagh Ld of 



3rd Daur. mar- Maurice dearg 

ried to Thomas (Red) fitz Gibbon 

fitz Edmund fitz- Roe, living anno 

Gerald, Knight of 1617. It is from 

the Valley. this Branch that 

4th Daughter theR^. Honblethe 
mard to WUliam Earl of Clare, Ld, 
son of Connor High Chancellor 
O Mulryan of Ow- of Ireland, de- 
ny in the county scends. 
oiLimk. 



Lordship of Clangib- Carbery in the county 
bon descended to the of Cork, 
family of King, Earl 
of Kingston. 

t There was a sepulchral Monument erected at Kilmallock by Sir John Oge fitz 
Gibbon the WMte Knight, with the following inscription, which is still extant : — Hie 
Tumulus erectus fuit iii Memoriam illius Stemmatis Geraldinorum, qui vulgo vocantur 
Equites Albi. Johannes cum filio suo Emundo, et Mauriclo filio prsefati Edmundi, et 
multi alii ejusdem familiee hie tumulantur. Prsfatus (here it breaks off, but should 
be read thus) Johannes hunc Tumulum sibi et suis fieri fecit, A.D. &c. 

So far my Manuscripts compared with Sir George Carew's collections in the Har- 
leian and Bodleian Libraries. 

N,B, —The foregoing are only short notes pointing out the separation of the Clan- 
gibbon race from the Geraldine. History and Records are very full of the transactionsi 
which are omitted here for brevity sake. 

• 

The younger sons of the Knights of Clansribbon,— sUled the White KnightSf^have, 
in process of time, formed several Branches, by the names of fitz Gibbon, in tiie coun- 
ties of Cork and Limerick. They were endowed, for their maintainance with large 
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estates, which they held by Feudal Tenure from their chief Lords, the White EjiightSt 
to whom they were bound to pay Homase and service upon all their Hostings and 
Risings out* These estates continued in their possession until the suppression of the 
Desmond Rebellion, in the latter end of the Reign of Queen Elizabetn, in which Re- 
bellion they were invoWed and forfeited their Property to the Crown, yet a great many 
of them were pardoned and restored to their Estates, but afterwards forfeited them in 
the Civil Wars or Revolutions of 1641 and 1688. 

The nedisree of the Ciangibbons may be traced down in a direct line from Other or 
Otho, wno nourished in the Reign of Kmg Alfred and Edward the Confessor, showing 
in their proper places the many Illustrious Branches that sprung from him both in 
England and in Ireland since that ^ra to that of Gilbert or Gibbon fitz Gerald, 
Ancestor of the Ciangibbons or Fitzgibbons. 

The principal and most noted branches descended from Gibbon, particularly that 
of the present Lord Chancellor, may be traced to this present time, in their proper 
Lineage, both from Record, the Annals and the Authentic Pedigrees of that family 
which are transmitted to us in the old Irish manuscript Books. The whole may be 
compiled in a laive folio volume on vellum beautifully decorated, with their coats of 
arms and those oftheir respective Alliances richly Blazoned. To which may be an- 
nexed, in support of the Pedigree and by way of an Appendix, the extracts from the 
Records, Family Deeds, and Annals of the kingdom. 

Chevalier O'^Gorman always devoted to the Ri^ht HonWe the Earl of Clare, Lord 
High Chancellor of Ireland, has, since his Lordship's promotion to the Peerage, col- 
lected both in England and in Ireland, all the Documents that his time and leisure 
could permit him, for the purpose of offering a correct History of the House of Clan- 
gibbon as a homage to his Lordship. He would have that History at present com- 
pleated, were it not for the unfortunate revolution of France, whicn deprived him of 
nis Estate and Property in that unhappy kingdom, and various other Domestic afflic- 
tions, which he has sustained since his residence in Ireland, all which have racked his 
mind so much that he was obliged to postpone his searches until better times. Yet he 
is very far advanced in his collection of tne Materifds, and has nothing at present to 
wish lor, but a short Tour in Clangibbon and the county of Limerick, together with a 
few searches in the Records of Birmingham Tower, the Rolls and the Excheq' offices, 
and communication of such of his Lordsnip's family Deeds as maybe Deemed Necessary. 

If it shall be his Lordship's pleasure to grant O'Gorman the honour of a short 
audience, he will make it his duty to point out to his Lordship the few things that re- 
main as yet to be done for the perfection of the work. No 9 Montague Str. 11^ 
March, 1797. 

*' This document is copied verbatim, from one by the Chevalier O'Gorman, and was 
lent to the copier — A. FitzGibbon — March 1873, by John Adair Esor., Barrister, of 23 
Lower Mount-St. Dublin, who was handed it, in same month, bv Miss Mahon, sister 
of his wife, and who as executrix of her mother, Lady Mahon, yme of Sir Ross Mahon, 
possesses many papers of the FitzGerald family. A. F-G.'* 

II. 

{Earact from theBetham MSS., 2nd Series, Vol III., p. 17. Ulster's Office, 

Dublin Castle.) 

(The letter of which the following is a copy was addressed to Sir William Betham 
by John FitzGibbon of Ballysheedy, near Limerick, son of Patrick FitzGibbon, who was 
the brother of John FitzGibbon, father to the 1st Earl of Clare. In the will of John, 
the father of the 1st Lord Clare (I7^)» the writer of the letter is called " the son of my 
unfortunate brother Patrick." The letter contains, besides a few facts, some matter 
that seems quite unreliable. The statements regarding the large estates alleged to have 
been possessed by the writer's family in the I8th century seem to be devoid of founda- 
tion : some memoers of the FitzGibbon family had leasehold interests in the counties 
of Cork and Limerick in the early part of the eighteenth century, but from the date of 
the Act of Settlement in 1661, (which ignored their claims to be restored to the 
lands of which they were deprived by Cromwell,) until the time of the Ut Lord Clare's 
father, John FitzGibbon, it is doubtful if anyone of the name held an acre in fee. 
The writer was interred in the Church of Donoughmore, near Limerick. See Journal 
of the Archeol. Association for April, 1872, p. 80. ) : 

In the year 1333 Edward the Third King of England was at war with Scotland.- 
The Earl of Desmond sent his three sons. Gibbon, Gerald, & Maurice to Edward's 
assistance with a thousand men each. They invaded Scotland, stormed Edinburgh, & 
reduced it. When they attacked the Castle, the Females of the Royal Family threw 
themselves on their knees to Gibbon begging Protection from the licentiousness of the 
soldiery ; he raised them off their knees, and guaranteed their safety. One of the 
princesses observing him wounded in the arm to& off a white scarf and tied it round 
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his arm. She was a beautifull young woman, and he a fine military looking man. The 
King was so well pleased at the conduct of the three brothers that he dubbed Gibbon 
the White Knight, from the scarf the Princess gave him, to whom he was afterwards 
married in the presence of the King, descendible to his Heirs for ever. Gerald was 
dubbed Knight of the Valley or Glin from the green armour he wore, and Maurice 
Knight of Kerry ; his armour was black. The King gave them Letters Patent for the 
several estates they then enjoyed, to prevent any future disputes. Maurice^s Estates lay in 
the county of Kerry — Gerald's in the county of Limerick, namely Glin, Castletown now 
in the possession of John Waller, Esq., and Loughill; Gibbon's lay In the counties of 
Corke and Limerick, called the manor of Condons and Clangibbon with other estates, 
such as Ballylander, Bally nahinch, CuUane, &c., &c., &c. The sons of these Brothers 
added Fitz to their Christian names, as FitzGibbon, FitzGerald and Fitz Maurice. Fits 
being derived from the Saxon word Fil or filius in Latin. My great great grandfather 
Thos FzGibbon lived at Ballylander. The Earl of Kingston,* who had the Lower 
Manor of Mitchelstown, resided at the Castle in that town. A strong intimacy subsisted 
between them. The Earl wanted FzGibbon to go with him to London to revive hi* 
Patent, which at that time was necessary on account of the new restrictive Laws against 
Popery. FzGibbon, a steady Roman Catholic, pleaded the gout as an excuse for not 
going — he wd sooner forfeit his Property than swerve from his religion. He begg'd the 
Earl to cover his estates under his Patent, and gave him £100, the expense of doing so. 
The Earl promised faithfully to declare the trust on his retu n. Some say Sir W"^ Fenton 
was the person who cover'd the Estates under his Patent ; he was connected with the 
family — still I cannot conceive how he could be the Person entrusted from whatfollows. 
Before the EarVs return FzGibbon died, & left an only son John. The Earl took him 
to his Castle & had him educated, then sent him to Paris to study Physick, at that time 
reckon'd a very genteel Profession. The Earl died (in 1727) without declaring the Trust 
or leaving any document of it — thus was my family most fraudulently thrown out of 
their Property. The Earl left an only child, a son (James 4th Lord Kingston) who 
married, and died a.d. 1761, leaving no issue but a daughter (Margaret) who married Col 
FitzGerald (see Burke's Extinct Peerage^ p. 30G). She was the mother of the present 
Countess Dowager Kingston. On the Earl's death the estates devolved on his daughter 
and the title to his next male relative— King of Boyle — County Roscommon; who had 
a son the late Lord Kingsborough, between whom and the Colonel's daughter a match 
was made up by the parents of both to unite the title and estates. My grand father 
Thos FzGiboon, the son of the Physician, lived at Bally seeda in the Liberties ofLimerick 
in a most respectable Light, & died there leaving four sons, John the eldest, Patrick my 
father the second — Thos the third, & Gibbon the fourth. You see by this we are linealv 
descended from the White Knight, tho' many assume the name of FzGibbon— We 
have fto relations of that name but the offspring of the Four Brothers. My uncle John's 
first son Ion (Thos. ?) brother to John the late Earl of Clare, discovered how fraudulent])- 
the family lost their property & consulted his Father, reckon'd a very able Lawyer. He 
said he wdby no means allow of a suit, as there were many estates equally circumstanced, 
& that suing for it wd cause general confusion throu^nout the Kingdom, tho' he ac- 
knowledged it could be easily recovered. Not content with hisfathers's opinion, he went 
to England, & advised with the most eminent Council, who gave their decided opinions 
in his favor, &that it was a palpable fraud. Still the Father persevered in his refusal 
for the reasons above assign'd, & that he had sufficient property for both his sons. Ion 
(Thos.?) died shortly after, his brother the late Earl of Clare never looked for it, I suppose 
in respect to his father's memory, who he knew was so determined against it— still that 
should not, in my idea, prevent the present Earl of seeking for upwards of Twenty. 
Thousaad a year — This is the only information I can give you which I hope will prove 
satisfactory, as it has been impressed on my mind from my earliest dawn & I am now 
in my sixty sixth year— I am inform'd some nave given a difi'erent account — Be it so — I 
shall not enter the list with any person about it. I am very weak and infirm, which you 
may perceive by my writing. 1 nave been more than a fortnight endeavouring to write 
thus far, believe me a difficult task for a very infirm man, which I would not undertidie 
but solely to gratify a gentleman of your respectability, a Person I wd Wi^to have the 
pleasure of knowing. 



" I am y' very ob^ 'humble Servant 

'' John F'Gibbon. 



<*Anne^tieet, Limerick, 
•*FebJ 24,1810." 



* Ihit was John King, 3rd Lord Kingston, brother's death, in 1693, was patdoned— 
(brother to Robert, 2zid Lord Kingston). lie (Burt^t Extinct Puragt, p. 305); ae disd in 
became a Papist, was outlawed, but after his 1727. 
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IV. 

Tbe following 18 a cop J of a Chancery Inquisition, taken at Cork in 1618, throwing 
tome interesting light on the family of the White Knight Edmond. 

Inq* taken at the kind's castle in the county of Cork the vith of July 1018, in the 
16th year of the reign of king jamesof England &c. —Before Laurence Parsons, Thos. 
Cave his MajestVs Eschaetor for the province of Munster (and others,) by the oaths of 
ffood and lawful men &c. who say that Edmond McGibhon commonlie called the 
White Knight deceased was at the time of hisdeath seised in his demesne as of fee of 
the town, lands, castle, Bawn, mill & watercourse of old Castletowne als Ballytan- 
ca8lane,Callonaghmore,Callonabegg, Ardskeah, Ballinknockane, Ballingilro, Knockin- 
rissy and Kynelyneigh with the appurtenances in the county of Cork aforesaid, 
containing half a plouvhland & worth oy the year above all charges &c. 5«, holden of 
his Majesty in free and common soccage under the yearly rent of xvb, Irish, and also of 
Uie Town and lands of LabimoUagga containing halt a pioughland, Toorelegane cont' 
a quarter of a pioughland and Monenenchroin cont' a quarter of a pioughland, in all 
cont* one plougnland in the county of Cork aforesaid, worth by the year xb> holden of 
his Majesty by knight service in capite but by whar service jurors know not. And 
also of & in the Town, lands, castle, walled Bawn, myll a watercourse of Michelstown 
als Ballyvisteal, CoulemacKillocoddo, Kilecoghlane, Garrynesheneske als Garry- 
nehagelshy, Gortewvlore, KiUvallinard and Bambane in the county of Cork aforesaid 
cont' one pioughland and an half iworth by the year xvs. holden of his majesty in free 
& common soccage under the yearly rent of xiii«* iiid* And also of the town, lands 
castle of Brigowne and the villages thereunto belongins called the two Clonleghs the 
two Clonees, the two Clancarberyes, Gortenenrane, Bansaghknockagh, Gortnylicky, 
Classewensy, Bainard, Clasaspell etFenure in the county of Cork aforesaid, cont' one 
pioughland worth by the year xb. holden of his Majesty in free and common soccage 
under the yearly rent of x"- And also of the town and lands of Garranviccadock ids 
Garrane MeCaadowe als Garranemackaddy & the villages thereunto belonging called 
Sissivory, Farrenewoody, Fergorany, Bunwnane,Gurtinepla Gortneclogh p'te of&nock- 
anemaguige with the appurtenances in the county of Cork aforesaid, cont* halfe a plough 
land worth by the year vb> holden of his Majesty in free & common soccage unaer the 
yearly rent of iiii" iiii«)' And that David Condon doth claim the aforesaid pioughland 
of Brigowne with the appurtenances and the aforesaid half pioughland of Garranevic- 
kadock to be his own inheritance. And they do further say that Edmond Mc Gibbon 
commonly called the White Knight aforesaid deceased was at the time of his deatli 
seised in nis demesne of one chief rent of forty shillings sterling yearly issuing out of 
the lands of Aehaliske, Coolegowyn, Garrywallishy, Kildrouy and CarrojjarriflFe in 
the com* of Cork aforesaid. And also of and in one other capital or chief rent of 
ii» viiid & two white groats yearly issuing out of the lands of Crockeragh in the com' 
of Cork aforesaid, and also of the moiety of the town and lands of Corraghmore in the 
county of Cork aforesaid and the villages &c. thereunto belonging called Lissetaileore. 
the west p'te of Glanduff divided by a stream the head whereof coiiieth from the 
mountain of Glanduff, cent' half a pioughland worth by the year vs. holden of his 
Maiesty in free and common soccage under the yearly rent of xviiis ; & that there is due 
and payable out of the aforesaid town and lands of Ardskeagh yearly unto David Lord 
Roche viscount of Fermoy & his heirs one capital or chief rent of xliii*. vd. ob' sterling. 
And that John Power of Kilbollane Esqr doth claim the aforesaid Town of Ardskeagh 
with the appurtenc', to be his own inheritance by the name of two ploughlands. And 
that Richard fiz Gerrald McShane of Ballyshoniken doth likewise claim the said 
town of Ardskeagh with the appurtenc* by the name of two ploughlands to be his 
own inheritance. And the said Jurors do further say that EdmondMoQibbon com- 
monly called the White Knight aforesaid was at the time of his death seised of fee of 
the town and lands of Curraghivo als Curragh Ibuoa als Curragh I wo with the appur> 
tenances in the county of Cork aforesaid & the villages thereunto belonging called 
Kilculduiu^h, Skehinerehe, Gortineboule, Ardglaremore Ardglarebeg, Cappa Breacka, 
Killeagh & Moingrangine cont* one pioughland, worth by the year xa- Ir*, holden of his 
Majesty by free & common soccage under the yearly rent of x"- And that Robert 
Condon doth claim the aforesaid town of Curraghivo & Kilculduagh by the name of 
one ploushland to be his own inheritance 

And tnat David Condon doth claim a chief rent of xiiig iiiid yearly out ot Skehe- 
nerihe p*cell of Curraghivo aforesaid. And they do further say that Edmond McGibbon 
called tne White Knignt was at the time of his death seised in his demesne as ot fee 
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of the town k lands of Gurtintarriff, Grarranernshelagh, Carraganel^ha, Kilechloick, 
fc Liflsenbretase with the appurt'ances in the county of Cork afonaio, containing one 
ploughland worth by the year xs., holden of his Majesty by knight's serrice in capite. 
And abo of the town and lands of Buolichalla, with the appurtenances in the county of 
Cork aforsaid, containing half a ploughland worth bv the year y, holden of his Majesty 
br knisht service in capite, and also of the town & lands of Ballyarthure, Garrichauan, 
all Bauhanan, Monygoruma and Derrylahan with the appurtenances in the county 
of Cork aforsaid, cont* half a plouffhland worth by the year v^, holden of his Majesty bv' 
knight's service in capite. And also of the town and lands of Gortruo and Kilechloick 
with the appurtenances in the county of Cork aforesaid cont' half a plougland worth 
by the year ▼••* holden.of his Majesty by Knight service in capite. And also of the towns 
lands and Bawn environed with a stone wall of Cloghlefunne als Cioghlemone, 
Ballinechoola, Skartlefunne, Garrychroine Knockardmore,LissevartandpteofBamen- 
choftoga in the county of Cork aforesaid, cont' one ploughland worth by the year 
v«, holden of his Majesty by Knight service in capite. And also of and in the towns 
lands castle stonehouse Bawn myU and watercourse of Marshalstown als Ballymaris- 
call als Lisnolomon and Curragtigorum with the appurtenances in the county of Cork 
aforesaid, and the villages thereunto belonging called Ballinroane Knockybeannyghie 
Keilnekillskennagh Lissrwoe, Knockaneny — marraffe Corrygarruffe, Knockanena- 
mody, Landerd, Tullouman, Ballinchoka, Gortbuy, Gortnegeragh, Dirrenenoole 
Attenvale, Gortneskegh and Killcuirck, containing two ploughlands, worth by the year 
zxtp, holden of his majesty in free and common soccage under the yearly rent of viiig 
And also of the town & lands of Garriblenesiery Parckemuane Lyssnefyuy Shanvalley- 
more, Toorec^h & Cuileibanuanein the county of Cork aforesaid, cont* one ploughland 
i»orth by theyeai^ x*, holden of his majesty by Knights service in capite. And also of 
and in the town and lands of Knockanivin, Curraghine, Tobberingaun, Trahurlogh 
Currihinehanekarde, Knockencrogher & Monere, with the appurtenances, in the con.' 
nf Cork aforesaid, cont' one ploughland worth by the year zs. holden of his Majesty by 
Knights service in capite. And that Garrett Suppell as feoffee of John Condon als 
MeMaog midLcth clayme to stand seised of seven ploughlands p'cell of the lands before 
mentioned among divers other lands in a deed.of feoffem^ made by the said John 
Condon als MeMaog to the said Garrett Suppell and one Morice Bwy Condon, which 
deed of feofiemt foTloweth in these words vizt To all &c.— And the said jurors do 
further say that William Cahasey & David M«Shane Condon being two of the witnesses 
whose names are indorsed upon the aforesaid recited Deeds were deposed at the taking 
of this Inquisition that the livery and seizen of tne said Deed was made in the cellar 
of Carrignynownrye and not elsewhere by the said John Condon als Me Mawgh to the 
said Gerrott Supple and Morice Bwy Condon in these words vizt — I deliver Hiis &c. 
—And they do further say that the said John Condon ats Mcilfaoa did convey by a 
subseouent Deed unto Edinond McGibbon otherwise called the White Knignt and 
his heirs for ever both the aforesaid Kilcomabynes which deed foUoweth in these 
words vizt Be it known &c. And they do further say by the said Me Mawg Condon 
his own confession that Edmond FzGibbon als the White Knight himself his 
father and grandfather died possessed of the aforesaid lands past unto him by the said 
( ondon. And that at the making of the aforesaid Deed to (Barrett Supple & Morice 
Bwy Condon the said Edmond FzGibbon als the White Knight was in possession of 
the said lands at the making of the said Deed of feoffment. And farther they do say 
that the aforesaid Edmond McGibbon commonly called the White Knight had issue 
three sons vizt Morrice, John & Edmond oge,anu that John & Edmond oge died with- 
out issue, and that the said Morrice had issue Morrice oge and Dame Margaretce Fenton 
now wife of Sr Wm Fenton of Youghill in the county of Cork Knight, which Dame 
Margarette was of the age of fifteen years the last day of May last past before the date 
hereof, and that the said Morice father of Morice oge and son to Edmond McGibbon 
commonly called the White Knight died in the lifetime of his father vizt the xxiiid day 
of April 1608. And that Edmond McGibbon commonly called the White Knigh't 
aforesaid died so seized of the premises the xxiiiith day of April 1008 By whosedeath 
the premises descended and came unto the said Morice oge as grandson and heir of 
said Edmond McGibbon, by virtue whereof the said Morrice oge into all & singular 
the premises entered and was thereof seized as of fee &c., & being thereof so seized died 
without issue thexxxth day of May, 1611, whereby all & singular the premises wholly 
descended St came to the said dame Margaret as sole sister & heir of the said Mo- 
rice o^e McGibbon son & heir of the said Morrice the eldest son & heir apparent of 
the said Edmond McGibbon commonly railed the White Knight, \^ho was strand futlier 
to the said dame Margaret. 
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V. 

The following copy of an Inquistion preserved among the Chancery Inquisitions in 
the Public Record Office of Ireland, contains so much information regarding the posses* 
sioiis of the White Knights, and the various dealings therewith in the time of the 
White Knight Edmund, that it seems worth while committing it to print in its original 
and abbreviated form : — 

10. Inquis' capt* apud civit' Corcke xxo die Mail anno regnid'ni Jacobi etc. sexto, coram 
Dominico Sarsfield mil' uno Justic* d'ni regis capital' placeii regni sui Hib'nie (et aUis) 
p' sacram' p'bor, etc. qui die* quod Edmundus Fitz Giboon ar' als the White Knight die' 
clausit extrem' xxiiiito die April 1008. Etjur' pred* die* quod p'd* Edmond fitz Gibbon 
ar* als diet' the White Knight tempore mort' sue sei'tus fuit de feodo de castr' viU' et 
terr' de Ardskea in com' Corke cont' tres carucat' terr' et media' p'te uuius caruc' terr' 

?ue quide' terr' etc. tenent' de rege in lib'ro et comuni soccajgio, et valent p' ann' xd. 
tem die' quod tempore vite et lonse ante obitu' dicti Edmundi fitz Gibbon, Gerrald fitz 
Joh'is Gerridd sei'f fuit de feodo de vill' et terr' de Ardskea p'd' virtute cuiusd'm brevis 
d'ni resris de restituc'oe gerent' dat xvito die Januar' 1003. Et pred' Gerraldus fitz John 
Gerrald sic se'itus existens a possessione eiusd' vill' et terr amotus fuit p* Joh'ne* fitz 
Edmund fitz Gibbon filiu' pred' Edmunoi qui quide' Gerrald fitz Joh'is Gerrald 
nihilominus intravit in vill' et terr* p'd' et tunc et ibide» et divers' vicibus et specialiter 
infra spacium unius anni ante obitu ejusd' Edmundi fitz Gibbon clamavit Castr' vill' et 
terr' pred' esse jus et herditamentu' su.' Et jur' insuper die* quod quida' capital* reddit' 
xliiii* v^ ob' ster* anuat' debet' Davido D'no Roche vicceom' Fermoy et hered' s*s ex 
pred* vill' et terr' de Ardskea. 

Item Jur' pred' die* quod ide' Edmundus fitz Gibbon als diet' the White Kni&^hl sic 
se'itus existen' de vill* et terr' pred' p' charta' sua' indentata' geren' dat* xxiiiito die 
August! annoq' regni regis Jacobi anglie etc. quinto dimisit Dominico mo Fynin 
Cartie Castr*, vill' et terr de Ardskea pred' cu membris et p'tin' s's viz* Grarrany- 
ruddie, Ballyneboolie, Le Hand, et Ballinlopin in com' Corck cont' duas carucat' 
terr' et media' p'te' unius caruc' terr', Habend' et tenend' eid'm Dermicio mo Fynin 
hered' et assignat' s's p' ter'i'o xxi annor' reddendo inde anuati' p'd' Edmundo fitz 
Gibbon hered' et assignat' s's sum' £vi ster', ac etia' unu' porcu' et una' ovem in quolib*t 
anno durante ter'i'o p'd' ut p' eand' chart' magis plane liquet. 

Et Jur' pred* die' quod pred* chart' sigillat et deliberat' fuit mane ejusd' die in quo 
p'd' Edmund fitz Gibbon obiit, cuius tenor sequit' inhec verba. This Indenture made, 
etc. Item Jur' p'd' die' quod prea' Edmundus fitz Gibbon tempore vite sue se'itus fuit 
de feodo de vill' et terr' de Marsh alestowne als Lisnolomon et Curra^hgorru' ad opus et 
usu' p'd' Edmundi et Joanne ny Dermote uxor' ejus et alios usus p ut per feoffament' 
pred' magis plane liquet cuius tenor sequit' in hec verba. Sciant p'ntes etc. 

Et ulterius Jur' pred' die' q'd vill' et terr' de Marshalstowne et Curraghgorrowpred* 
tenent' de reee in ub'o et communi socca^o et non in capite, et valent per ann' xiiig 
iiiid- Et Jur insup' die' quod Johes Meade in legibus eruditus habens interesse in vill 
el terr' p'd' de Marshalstowne et Curraghgarrowe p^ charta' sua' geren' dat' viiio die 
Marcii 1007 relaxavit totu' jus etc. suu' in p'miss* prea Edmundo fits Gibbon heredibus 
et assignat' s's imp'petuum ut p* eand' charta' magis plane app'et, cujus quidem tenor 
sequit' in hec verba, Omnibus xpi fidelibusad quos etc. Et ulterius jur' pred' die' quod 
pred' Edmundus fitz Gibbon relaxavit tot' jus etc. su* in premis' eisdem Robto Tirrey 
et Dermito mc Fynyn Cartie habent' quiet* possession' in pred' terr' de Marshalstowne 
et Currashgorowe p'd', secundu* usu' in p'fato feoflTament' specificat' p'ut p' quand' 
charta' relaxac'on' dat' xxo^ die Martii 1607 magis plan' app'et, cujus tenor sequit' m hec' 
verba. Omnibus xpi fidel etc. 

Item Jur' pred' die' quod pred* Edmond fitz Gibbon se'itus fuit de feodo de vill' et 
terr' de Cloghliemonie et Baliincullie in com* pred' cont' un' carr' terr' ; Ac de vill' et 
terr' de Knockanyvine cont' un' alia' caruc' terr' in com' pred' ; et sic inde se'itus 
existens p* charta' suam feoffamen 'geren' dat' xxiio die Augusti 1606 feofiUvit pred' 
Rob'tu* Tirrey et Dermitiu' MFvnyne Cartie de viU', terr' etc. in p'miss' pred.' 
ad opus et usu' p'd' Edumundi fitCribbon et Joan ny Dermodie uxor' ejus p'termino 
vite cujuslibeteor' et ad alios usus in dicta charta feoffament* specificat* p'ut p' feoff- 




pred' die' quod pred' Edmund' fitz Gibbon tempore mortis sue pred' se*itus fuit de 
feodo de vill' et terr' de Brigowne in com' Cork pred' cont' un' carucat' terr', ac etiam 
de vill' et terr' de Kylcowledagh Corroghiboynie et Skehenerihie cont' un' caruc' terr'. 
Ac etiam de vill' et terr' de Curraghmore cont* una* caruc* terr' ; Ac etiam de vill' et* 
terr' de Gortrowe et Kylgowne cont' un' carucat' terre in com' pred' ; Ac^etiam de vill' 
et terr* de Bally arthurie cont' dimid' un* carucat* terr' in com* pred*. Ac de vUl* et terr* 
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de Curnrleigh eonf dimid* un^ caruc' terr' la com' pred* : Ac de irilP et terr* de Labymo- 
laggie, Towereligan, et Monenencroyne oont* un' carucMerr* in com* pred*. Etjur* 
pred* die* quod quelibet carucat* ter* pred* val' p' ann' iii** iiiid. 

Et oher* dic^quod Till* et terr* pred' de BaUyarthurie Labimolaggie, Towereligan et 
HoBeneneroTne tenent* do Regein capite sed p^ que serric' Jur' pred* ignor*; et quod 
i>fll*et terr*ae Brigowne, Kilcottledou^h,Curraghmore, Skehenerihie, Curraghmone 
€kMrtrowe et Currrleigh tenent* de rege m Ub*ro et commuui soccagio. Item Jur* pred' 
die* quod pred* Edmund* fitz Gibbon tempore yite sue 8e*itu8 existens de feodo de Till* 
et terr* de Curragbmore pred' cont* un carucat' terr,' Gortrowe et KTllifowne cont* un' 
oftruc* terr' in eom* Cork, ac etiam de Till* et terr* de Curraghboje !BLilU;oiirledaugb et 
flUkehenerehie cont' un* carucat' terr* in com' pred*, p' charta* sua* indentat' geren* 
dat* zxine die Januar* 1607 dimisit Geraldo fitxjames Barrie de Dromedoe in com* 
Tipp'ar' gen* pred' Till* et terr' de Gortrowe Kyligowne, Ourraghboy, Kilcoweledaugh et 
Skelienerehie, Uabend* et tenend' prefato Geraldo fitzjames Barrie hered' et assign' 
8* p' termino xxxii annor*. Reddendo inde annuat*, pred' £dmundo aut assig* s' sum' sex 
libr* ster* unacu' al' custumis et servic' p'ut p* eande' chartem magis plane app'et, 
cnjas tenor sequit*. 

Item J.ur* pred* die* quodDaTidns Condon de Clo^hleigh in com* Cork sen* in pred' 
i#l' et terr' cle Brigowne intraTit infra spacium unius ann' ante obit' p'd' Edmund! 
FlteGibboo, et tunc fecit clameu' su* ad diet' Till* et terr* de Brigowne p*d' esse Jus 
et hereditam* su'. 

Et insupcr Jar* pred' die* quod DaTid Condon Redmond Condon Rob*tu8 C ondon 
•t Joh'ea Condon burgenaea et libr* tenent* de Till* et terr' de Brigowne* [ 1 

recipere debent de et pro qualibet acr* terr' arr' quando seminat, [ j 

in dicta tIU' de Brigowne reddit* Td ob* ster* p* ann*, ae etiam de qualibet domo sItc 
tenement* et gardiu* in Till* pred* reddit' 2* oo* ster* p' ann'. Et Jur' pred* die* quod 
p'd* DaTid*, Edmundus, Robertus et Johannes Condon eorumq' antecessores a tempore 
emgna memmria homin* non eizstit seisit' fuerunt de quibusdam terris ten't' gard* 
«Uisqe heredit' in tiU' de Brigowne pred' ut p'cell' ejusd' viir, sed quantitat* terr' tcI 
q|«ot aunt tenement* et gardin' ab antiquo ad dictos Condons p'tmentia Jur' pred' 
l^or*. 

Et Jur' pred' die* quod tenentes et occupatores unius car* terr* in Till' et campis de 
Skehenarehie pred' debent soKere pred* DaTid Condon et hered' suis ex pred' carr' 
ttrr' anual' redd* ziii* iiii^* 

Item Jur' pred* die' quod p'd' Edmund Fitzgibbon tempore Tite sue seisitus fuit 
de feodo de Till' et terr' de Miehelstowne et Kilco^hlane, cont* un' ear' et dimid* un' 
carr' terr* in com' Cork nred' ; et sic inde seisitus existens p' chartam suam feoffament' 

rren' dat' zxiiiito die Juliii 1605 feoffaTit Rob'tu' Tirrey de Cork gen' et Dermitiu' 
] Cartie pred' ad usu' et intencion' in dier feoffamenr content' p' ut p' 
pred* chartam magis plane liquet cujus tenor sequitur in hec Terba. Sciant p*ntes etc., 
quequidem tUI* et terr* pred* de Miehelstowne et Kileoghlan tenent* deRege in lib'ro et 
•ommuni soccagio, et Tal' p' ann' xx« ster*. 

Item Jar* pred' die' quod Gerrald Condon fitz David et Petrus Condon fitz Edmond 
■eisiti fuerunt de feod' de vill' et terr' de Garranvicadugge cont' media' p'te' unius 
earracat* terr* in com' Cork pred' ; et sic inde seisiti existenjp' chartam suam feoffam- 
enti geren' dat' xxiiio die Julli 1605 feoffaver' Dermitiu' McFinin Cartie de Till' et ter' 
pred'. Habend' et tenend' sibi et hered* s's ad opus et usu' p'd' Edmund! fitz Gibbon 
ai't die* Albi mil' et Johann' ny Dermoda uxor' ejus; et post eor' obitu' ad opus et 
usu* heredis tcI heredum suor* et ad alios usus in dicto feoffamento content' p'ut 
p' dietam chartam plane app'et cujus tenor sequit* in hec Terba : To all Christian 




pred' 
terr' esse suam hereditatero. 

Et Jur' pred' die' auod p'd' Edmund McGibbon tempore Tite sue seisit' fuit de feodo 
de viir et terr' de Ballyngarran et BallinTillin cont' media' p'tem unius carrucat* terr' 




p'tem unius carucat' terr', ac etiam de Till' et terr' de Kyleglasse cont' media' p'tem 
unius carr' terr' in com' Cork pred' quequidem Till' et terr' pred' tenent* de Rege in 
camte p* sorTic* militar* et Tal* p^ ann* v« ster*. 

Item Jur* pred* die* quod pred* Edmund FitzGibbon tempore Tite sue seisitus fuit 
de feodo de vill' et terr' deDromleasrh et Ballykearine cont' un' carr' terr* in com' Cork 
p'd', ac etiam de Till' et terr' de ArasheaUaghbeg, Ardsheallaghmore et CurriTallinard 
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in com* pred\ auas Till* et terr* pred* Edmund babuit et possidebat virtutii cujnsdam 
feoffament' .lonannis Condon alias McMawe Condon p* modum mortivadii p* summa 
viginti Ubrar* 8ler\ 

Et ulterius Jur' pred' die' qaod pred' Edraundus FitzGibbon sic ut antea seisit* 
ezistens de Till* et terr* de Dromleagh, Ballykearnie, Ardsbellaghbeg Ardahellagh- 
more et Currinvallinard, per chartamsuam feoffament* geren* dat* xmo die Aiif^usti 1606 
feoffaTit Daniel M« Owen Callaghane de Carrybeg gen" et Dermicium MoFinin Cartie 
de omnibus pred* \\IV terr* tenem* aliisque p'miss" ad usu* in diet* feoffament* content' 
cujus tenor seqnit* In bee Terba. Be it known unto all, etc. £t Jur* pred* die* quod 
Till' et terr* et tenem* pred' tenent* de Rege in capite, sed per que servic* Jur* pred* 
ignor', et Tal' p* ann* t« ster'. 

Et Jur* pred' die* quod ])red* Edmund FitzGibbon tempore mortis sue pred* seisitus 
fuit de feooo talliat*, viz., sibi et beredibus maseul* de corpore suo, Tirtute Trarum 
patent' ei eoncessar p' nup' d'na* Reginam Elizabeth, geren' dat' xvto die Deeembr' 
anno regni sui xxxiii, de Till' et terr' de 3kairt, Kylelo^ne, KilWalleremond, Killdarry- 
Tiil, BallTTestin, Ballyneghane alias BallvTegbane, KiUmocullie et Philipstowne cum 
epr' p'tin'^in com* Cork pred', que o'ia tII' terr' et ten't' p'd' cum p'tin' tenent* de Rege 
in capite p* servic' mil' et val' p' ann* xxs ster*. 

Item Jur* pred* die* quod p*d' Edmund FitzGibbon tempore Tite sue seisit' fuit de 
feodo de eastr' Till* et terr* de Oldeastletown, KynelTnei|s;n et Ballinknockan in com* 
Cork, et sic inde seisitus existens per chartam suam leoffament* geren* dat* tertio die 
Februar* 1591, feoffavit Joh'em JBuMer de Woodinstown in com* Tipperary gen* et 
Thadeum 0*Meagber de Ballydwill in com Croc* Tipperary yeoman, de pred* eastr* 
Vill* et terr* * * * * ad opus et usu* Mauricii Fitz Gibbon filiip'd' Edmundiet Johanne 
Butler uxor* dicti Mauric* pro ter'is Titar' suar' et cujuslibet eor', etadal'usus p'ut p* 
eandem chartam magis plane liquet cujus tenor sequit' in bee Terba : Sciant p'ntesu 
etc. Et Jur* ured* die* q uod cast,* vill' et terr' pred* tenent* de Rege in capite, sea 
per que servic Jur* ignor', et Tal* per ann' tb ster*. 

Item Jur, pred' die* quod quidam Arthur Hide ar* seisitus fuit de feodo de tIU* terr' 
et ten't* de Agheross, Templemolaggie et Farrensinerine in com* Cork pred*, et sie 
inde seisitus existens p* chartam suam gerent* dat*£xxxTiiio die Aprilis 1606, feoffaTit 
Johannem Nash et Eomund* Hacket in mortuoTadio pro summa jCxxx ster.* Habend' 
et tenend* eiHem Joh*ni Nash et Edmundo Hacket et hered* s* ad opus et usu* pred' 
Mauricii FitzGibbon et Joanne Butler uxor* ejus durant* vit* eor*, et post eor* et 
cujuslibet eor* decess' ad proprium usu' Mauricii oge fitz Maurice FitzGibbon fil' et 
hered' dicti Mauricii defuneti,ut p' eandem chartam magis plane liquet. Et tHI' et 
terr' pred' tenent' de domino Rege in libero et communi soccagio. 

Item Jur' pred' die' quod pred' Edmund McGibbon tempore mortis sue pred* seisitus 
fuit de feodo de vill' et ter* de duabus Kiltinabins, tIz. : — de Till* et terr* de Gortintar- 
riff, Baliieuilly, Gortroe, Garran et Blemissine, cont' septem caruc' ter* in com' Cork 
pred', que o'ia p'miss' tenent' de Rege in capite, sed per que serTie* Jur* pred' ignor*, 
et val* per ann* xxi ster'. 

Et ulterius Jur' die' quod annual' reddit' xiiis iiiidster* debet* et soWend' est annua- 
tim cuidam Joh*ni Condon alias McMawge Condon et beredibus suis de o*ibus pred* 
terr* etc. de Kiltinabins pred* coflt* septem caruc*, ac etiam extra Till' et terr* de 
Ballinarthury, Cloghlefyn, Curraghorme et Knoekanevin unaeum aliis eustumis etc. 
in quadam charta indentat' inter diet* Johannem Condon et pred* Edmund fitzGibbon 
gerent* dat* xxo die Junii 1603, ut per eandem chartam magis plane app*et. 

Et Jur* pred* die' quod Mauricius FitzGibbon diem elausit extremu* xxiiio die April* 
1608. Et ulterius Jur* pred* die* quod Mauricius Oge fitz Maurice fitz Edmond Fits- 
Gibbon est fiUus et heres pred* Mauricii fitz Edmond FitzGibbon defunct*. Et insuper 
Jur* j)red* die* quod pred* Mauric* Oge fitz Maurice fitz Edmund fitz Gibbon est con- 
sanguineus et proximus heres pred* Edmundi FitzGibbon pred*. 

Et ulterius Jur* pred* die* quod diet* Mauric* Oge fitz Maurice fitz Edmond Fitz- 
Gibbon tempore mortis patris et avi sui pred' fuit etatis undecem annor* et non mari- 
tatus. Et Jur* pred' an nred' Edmund FitzGibbon aut Mauric* FitzGibbon aut eor' 
alter vel aliquis alius vel aliqui alii p*sonar' sup' nom'at' in hac inquisicione habuit Tel 
babuerunt a nup' d'na Regina tcI a d'no Rege nunc licenc' Tel p' donac' alien' vill' et 
pred* Jur* pred' ignorant. 
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VI. 

[Referring to the note at foot of p. 118 arUet the following copy of the srant of 
Wardship of Maurice O^e FitxGibbon, the last male heir of the Wnite Knights, has 
been considered worth printing.] 

Jaoobns del gra^ Anglie Scotie Fraunoie et Hib^nle Rex fidel defensor, etc., omUbus 
ad Quos p*ntes Pre pVenerint sartem. Sciatis quod nos p' et in considerac'one finis 
trigint* liW curr* monete Hib^nie ad manus Thome Ridgeway milit' Yicethes^ ac gene- 
raf receptor' n*ri dVi Regni n'ri Hib*nie p' dil'c'm nobis Franciscum Annesley gen' 
ante signac'onem p^ntlu* bene et fideliter p'solut' et deliberat' , de gra' n'ra sp'iali ac ex 
certa scientia et mero motu nVis, necnon de adTcrtisament' et consensu p'ciilecti et 
fidelis consUiarii n'ri Arthur! Chichester milit' deputati n'ri generalis d'c'i regni n'ri 
Hib'nie, Thome Ridgeway milit' Yicethes' ac thes' n'ri ad guerr' in eodem regno n'ro 
Hib'nie, Jacob! Ley milit^ capitalis Justiciar, n'ri Capital place' n're regni n'ri Hib'nie 
Humphred' Winche milit' cap lis Baron' sc'rii n'ri d'c'i regni n'ri Hib'nie, Anthonii Sen-! 
tleger Milit' mag'ri Rotulor' n'ror' d'c'i regni n'ri Hib'nie, Oliver' St John Mi lit', mag'ri 



ordinanc' n'ror' d'c'i regni n'ri Hib'nie, GaTfridi Fenton milit' principal' secretar' n'ri in 

d'c'o reeno n'ro Hib'nie, Rich'iCooke milit' un'alter' Secretar' n'ror' d'c'i regni n'ri Hib'nie 

et, Jacob! Fullerton miUt' unius de privat' consilio n'ro in d'c'o regno n'ro Hib'nie, Comis- 

sionar' n'ror assignat' et I'ittime autnorizat' p' barganizac'on' etvendic'on' custod', ward' et 

maaitag' tarn o'iu' et singulor' Wardor' n'ror' in d'c'o regno n'ro Hib'nie contingen' et 

infra etat' sub gradu baron' q'm o'iu' ter' ten't' et al' beredit' suor' in possessione vel in 

usu p'textu I'rar' n'rar' sigil' paten' Commiss' eisdem et aliquibusquatuor eor' (quor' p'fat' 

deputat' n'r'm general' unu' esse volum') sub magno n'ro regni n'ri Anglie direct,' 

geren' dat' apud Westm' s'c'do die Martii anno regni n'ri Anglie Francie et Hib'nie 

quarto et Scotie ouadragesimo, p'ut p' easdem I'ras n'ras paten' Comission' in Rotul' 

Cancellar' n're d'c'i reffni n'ri Hib'nie irrotulat' plenius liquet, dedimus concessimus 

barffanizavimus et yendidimus, ac p' nob' hered' et success' n'ris damns et conce- 

cedimus, barganizamus et vendimus p'fat' Francisco Annesley et assignat' suis, custod' 

et firmam ward' et maritag' Mauritii fitzGibbon nepotis siye consangu'nei et heredi' 

Edmund! fitz Gibbon co'iter vocat' the White Knight defunct,' viz., filii et hered' 

Maoriti! FiuGibbon defunct; filii et hered' d'c'i Edmund!' fitzGibbon, infra etat' 

et custod' n'ra iam existen' absoue disp'ra^ac'one, ac etiam maritagiu' et Valor' 

et forisfaotur' maritag' ip'ius p'fat Mauritii fitzGibbon, Necnon custod' firmam 

et Ward' omniu* et singulor' Castr' maner' mess' terr' ten't' et al' possess' et 

heredit' quor'cu'que, unacu' reddit' exit' mediis p'fic' commoditat' revenc'on et 

arrerag' inde c^ue ad nos aliquo modo a tempore mortis p' diet' Edmund! fitz 

Gibbon ay! dicti Mauritii fitz Gibbon, rac'one minoritat' ip'ius p'fat' Mauritii nepotis 

diet! Edmund! fiitzGibbon co'iter yocat' the White Knight devenerunt sen devenire 

debuerunt, aut quamdiu in manibus n'ris rac'one p'dict' iam exist unt yel exist ere 

debent yel deberent. Ac etiam reyerc'onem et reyerc'ones inde cum acciderint. 

Damns insuper ac p' p'ntes p' nobis hered' et success' n'ris de uberiori gra' n'ra con- 

cedimus p'fato Francisco Annesley execut' et assignat' suis plenum beueficiu' et 

advantagiu' omniu' et o'imod' intrac'on' intruc'on' et ingress' lact' sen p'petrat' sive 

commisa ante hectemp'a p' p'd' Edmund' fitz Gibbon, vel p'd' Mauritiu' fiitz Gibbon 

patrem dicti Mauritii, seu p aliquos al' antecess' suos quoscu'que j ac etiam omniu' et 

omninmod' donac'on' alienac'on' repris' statu', et o'ia et singula media ])'tic' ac p' 

cepc'on' p'fic' rac'one diet' intrusion' vel alienac'on' p' p'fat' Edmund fitzGibbon aut 

Mauritiir fitzGibbon patrem diet! Mauritii fitz Gibbon seu p' aliquos alios antecess' 

suos ante hac fact' sive p'petrat' sine licentia n'ra sive aliquor' p'genitor' seu p'decessor' 

n'ror' et nobis hered' vel success' n'ris aliquo modo debit' accrescent' sive p'tinen'. 

H abend' et tenend' n'dict' custod' Ward' et maritag' necnon valorem et forisfactur' 

maritag' corp'is p'fat' Mauritii fitzGibbon. Ac etiam custod' firmam et Ward' o'iu' et 

singulor' p'dict' maner' castr' mess' terr' ten't' et al' possession' et heredit' ac ceteror' 

p'misRor' quor'cu'cjue cu' p'tin' cu' o'ibus et singul' redit' exit' p'fic' et commoditat' ex- 

inde p'venien' sive crescen' unacu' reddit', exit' p'fic' revencon' commoditat' et 

arrerag' eor'dem et cujuslibet inde p'cell' a die mortis p'fat' Edmudi fitz Gibbon 

defunct' p'f&t' Francisco Annesley et assignat' suis durant' minoritat' ip'ius p'fat* 

Mauritii ntz Gibbon aut quamdiu m manibus n'ris hered' vel sucessor' n'ror' fore con- 

tigerint vel contigerit. Reddendo inde annuatim nobis hered' et succesoribus n'ris ad 

recept' Scaccarii n'ri hered' et successor' n'ror' dicti Regni n'ri Hib'nie p' tempore 

existen' yel ad manus Yicethes' sive ^en'al' receptor' n'ri hered' et successor' n ror' 

diet! regni n'ri Hib'nie p' tempore existen', sumam ouindecem libr' octodecem solid' 

decem denar' oV q' current' monete Hib'nie ad fest sancti Mich' is Archangel! et 

pasche p' equales porc'nes aimatim eolvend' quamdiu maner' castr' mess' terr' ten'ta 

et possession' et hereditam' p' diet' rac'one minoritat' ip'ius p'fat' Mauritii fitz Gibbon 

in manibus n'ris hered' yel success' n'ris hered' vel success' n'ror' fore seu rema* 

nere eontifferint. Necnon Reddend' anuatim nobis hered* et success* n*ris durant* 

ndnoritat* ip'ius p'fat* Mauritii fitzGibbon o'es et singulos al' antiquos reddit* annual* 
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reservac'on' et jura nobis hered' et success' n'ris per aliquas Tras paten* n»nos vel 
aliquos p'geiiitor' sWe antecess n'ror' p'antea de n'miss* vel de aliqua inde p' celV conces' 
reservat debit' -vel aliter solubil' ex p miss' vel aliqua inde ]^'cell'. Et si contingat p'dict' 
Mauritiu' fitz Gibbon obire antequam ad plenam et legittimam etatem p'venerit, et 
antequam idem Franciscus Annesley vel assi^' sui plenu' effectu' et advantagiu' p'd' 
custod' ward' et maritag' ac ceteror' p'miss' supius exp'ss' acceperint vel acceperit hered' 
vel hered' dicti Mauritii infra etat' existeu, tunc uUerius de uberiori gra' n'ra sp'iali 
damns et concedimus p'fato Francisco Annesley execut' et assig' suis om' et singulor' 
p'd' castr' maner' terr' ten'tor' ac ceteror' p'missor' cu' o'ibus suis p'tin', ac custod' et 
maritag' et valor' et forisfactur' maritag' tal' hered' vel heredu' infra etat' existen' 
durant minoritat' h'modi hered', et sic de hered' in hered' ouousque unus dictorum 
hered' ad plenam et legittimam etatem p'venerit, ac quousque idem Franciscus Annesley 
execut' vel assiguat' sui plenu' effectu' maritag' unius eorum accep'it vel accep'int. Red- 
dend' annuatim nobis hered' et succ' n'ris ad recept' Scaccarii n'ri hered' et success' n'ror 
dicti' regni n'ri Hib'nie vel ad manus Vicethes' seu gen'al' receptor' n'ri hered' et success' 
n'ror' ejusd' regni Hib'nie p'temp'e existen' summam quindecem libr' octodecem solid 
decem denar' ob' q' current monete Hib'nie ad festa Sancti Mich'is arch'i et pasche p' 
equales porc'ones annuat' solvend' ut p'fertur. Ac ulterius reddend' nobis hered' et 
success' n'ris annuatim durant' minoritat' tal' hered' vel hered' aut quamdiu p'd' 
maner' castr' mess' terr' ten't ac cetera p'miss' in manibus n'ris hered' vel success' n'ror* 
racone p'dict' fore contigerint, omnes et singulos dictos antiquos reddit' et annual' 
reservac'on' et jura nobis nered» et success n'ris p aliquas I'ras paten' de p'miss' aut eor' 
aliquo ante hac ut p'fertur reservat' debit' seu solubil'. 

Ac ulterius damns, ac p* p'ntes p' nobis hered' et success' n'ris, de uberiori era' n'ra 
sp'iali concedimus p'fato Francisco Annesley execut' et assig' suis quod ip'i n'eant et 
retineant in manibus suis p'pr' de p'dict' annual' reddit' nobis in forma p'dict, p' has 
I'ras n'ras paten' reservat,' quamdiu p'dict' terr' et ten'ta et al' possess' et nereditam' in 
manibus n ris hered' vel successor' n'ror' fore et remanere contigerint, Summam quinq' 
libr' curr' monete p'd' p' annual' allocar'on' sustent'on' manuten'con' et educac'on' p'fat' 
Mauritii fitzGibbon aut tal' alterius hered' vel hered' ut p'fertur durant' minoritat' sua 
etipsor' cujuslibet. £t ulterius p'dictus Franciscus Annesley et assig' sui manutene- 
bunt et educabunt seu manuteneri veleducari causabunt p'dict' Muaritiu' fitzGibbon vel 
aliquem aliu' hered' ut p'fertur i?i religione in Anglia doct' et allocat', et in apparat' et 
habit' Anglican', in CoUegio Sancte Trinitat' juxta Dublin ab anno etat' sue duode- 
cimo donee p'implebit plenam etatem octodecem Annor'. Non obstant' statut' in 
pliament' apud Westm* Anno regni Domini Henricinuper regis Anglie Sexti p'decessor" 
n'ridecimo octavo edit* et in regno n'ro Hib'nie postea inter al' aucthoritat' 'p'liament' 
confirmat' et stabilit', quod nuUe I're patentes fiant alicuip'sone vel aliquibus p'sonis de 
aliquibus terr' vel ten't antequam Inquisic'on' de tituli Domini Regis in eisd' compt' sit' 
in cancelV vel Scaccario returnat' si tiiulus Domini Regis in eisdem non sit compt' neq' 
infra mensem post eund' returnat' si non sit illi vel illis qui p'fert vel p'ferunt suam tra- 
yersiam. Et si alique I're paten' fuer' in contrar' inde vacue sint et p* nuUis h'eantur ut 
in statuto p'dicto continetur. Aliquo alio statut' act' ordinac'on' sive p'vis' in contrariu' 
in aliquo non obstan'. Eo quod exp'ssa menico etc. In cujus rei testimoniw' has I'ras 
n'ras tieri fecimus paten'. Teste p'fat' deputato n'ro generali Kegni n'ri Hib'nie apud 
Dublin, decimo tertio die Junii Anno regni n'ri Anglie Franc* et Hib'nie sexto, et 
Scotie quadragesimo primo. — {Patent Roll, Ireland, 6 Jaa* I,, part /.) 

YII. 

[In a ** Book of Memoranda of Decisions of the Court of Claims, 1663," preserved 
in the Auditor General's Collection in the Public Record Office of Ireland, some curious 
notes regarding the Mac-an-tsen>Riddery Branch of the Fitzgibbons are given, -which 
are here printed.] 

Wednesday 22 July, 1663. 
534, Gibbon fitzGibbon et mater. 

Bagot o. c. (opens claim ?J. Cooke pro Oliver. 
For Maur. Gibbon we goe to Articles ; but for the Jointure now. 

Dennis HiflFernan sworn. Knew the Claimant wife of Morish fitzGibbon. At Dun- 
mone when the English marcht that way she came to the Irish garison and desired them 
to goe and keep the pass. Some of the English killed and their armes and clothes were 
brought to her house, and she gave them 6s. for them. The Irat summer oi war she re- 
ceived the goods of some English at Loghgirr. 

John Carew sworn. He agrees with Hiifernan. 

Robert Dalton sworn. Knew Compit live at Dunrnon,** a garison for the Irish." 

T 
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David Condon iworn. Cap. Lewia Gri£Bn (ai Hiffeman td) promised him £20. 
Robert Bandon sworn. N. (nil?). 



£. p. q. (Eyidenoe for complts ?). 

Mr. Grady sworn. From March to Jane bes[ieged] in the castle of Logher. 

8r Ed. fitsHarris sworn. Ro. Goose this day told the dept that Hiffeman said that 
he was to have £20, but he would not take it in cattle as he would pay it. 

Court. Let Robert Goose be brought in court in 2 days* time berore they give their 
judgment. 

An order for the woman Onora ny Gillerough to be brought in likewise. 

Friday the 24th July, 1663. 
Gibbon fitiGibbon. 
Robert Goose sworn. He was snmd ere yesterday. Came to towne against his will. 
Mett Capt. Griffin, and he said that he had Hiffeman to be a 'Viitnes. The night he 
came to towne he went to the Blackbul, and Hiffeman came hither and bid him wel- 
come. From thence to another house, and ther mett with Mo. OBryen, and went to 
drinke. Then came Capt. Parker. They askt dept what brought him to towne. 
Hiffeman said he was to nave £20 for his testimony. But they were to have cattle at 
their rate. Dept tould Sr £. Fitzharis of this business, and would not tel it if he 
thought he would have tould it. 



6th August, 1663. 
[ ] Gibbon. Court. The sonne to Articles. Ajgudge Ell. Int Papist. 

Restore to Jointure according to Proof. 



[The decisions of the Commisrionere, as far as concerns the claims of some of the 
Limerick and Cork Fitzgibbons ousted by the Usurping Government, are specified in a 
Book (also belonging to the Auditor General's Collection), entitled ** The names of 
such Irish as had decrees from the Court of Claims.** The following extracts are worth 
publishing. 

•* Gibbon fits Morrice Gibbon 

of Dunmore (sic). 
County: Limerick. 
Lands claimed : By descent in the Barr. of Costlea, 4 Plowlands and 3 parts of 

a Plow land, all of the large country measure, of the yearly value 
of £410 sterling. Item, Purchased the 4th part of a plowland 
and 3th part of a plowland, of the yearly value of £28 sterling 
from one Gerratt fitzGerald. The castle town and lands of 
Ballynard, containing ^ a Plowland, a lease for 58 years. Item, 
severall mort^^ges amounting to £700. 
Qualification: Seventh [Article.] 

Lands Decreed : 860 acres in Ueu of the said lands and mortgages. 

Claymants name : John fitzGerald Gibbon of Bealhanaskaddane. 

County : Limerick. 

Lands claymed: The lands of Bealhanaskaddane and Corbally, containing one 

plowland and a halfe, and 800 plantation acres of arrable mea- 
dowe and pasture, and 100 acres of turbary, of the yearly value 
of £150 ster. The lands of Rathkellane, containing 60 planta- 
tion acres, profitable lands, of the yearly value of £10. 
Qualification : Seventh [Article] . 

Lands decreed : 200 acres. 



In the County of Cork Ellinor Gibbon relict of Maurice Gibbon of Garrynegrath, 
and Maurice his son and heir, claim 3ft plowlands under the seventh Article ; tne award 
beinff 200 acres to Ellinor during her lite, reversion to Maurice her son. 

Richfljrd Gibbon of Kiltwoge, gent, claimed under the 7th Article Kiltwoge, Bally- 
hoe and Ballvhenry, and was decreed 28S acres; and Katherine Gibbon of the Barony 
of Kilmore claimea a Joynture of a plowland under the eighth Article, and was decreed 
60 acres. 



Printed by M. H. am * Sod, 60 Upper SwskTillo-ftrtet, Dublin. 
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